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EDITOR

From
the

W

elcome to the Spring 2018 Edition of Snags & Snarls!

This edition marks the beginning of a radical new look for our publication and a new
way of delivering it. You can download a copy as before, but I think you'll benefit from
the new online magazine format, which enables you to flip through the pages one-ata-time on your desktop computer or handheld device, making for a more natural and
enjoyable reading experience.
From concept to layout to delivery, Snags & Snarls is created by a team of volunteers
using donated services, talent and time. It relies heavily on contributions of content
from individual chapter members and leaders, and I’m thrilled to be able to share
many of those with you in this edition.
Our chapter communications have changed significantly over the last year, and we’ll
continue to tweak and improve them as we go along. Your input is essential to the
magazine’s continued success. Snags & Snarls is our magazine and exists not to tell us
stories — but to tell our stories.
So when you get out on the water this spring and summer, remember to take your
camera along and snap a few pictures of the world around you; of your family and
friends, your dogs and the awesome natural beauty all around. Jot down a few lines or
a couple of pages of reflections to share with people who feel much the same about it as
you do.
I am extremely grateful to my wife, Suzanne W. Crolley, who has given so selflessly of
her amazing abilities in conceiving, planning and laying out this magazine. Suzanne
does not fish, and is not interested in fishing; but she is a “family” member of Trout
Unlimited. She knows how much TU — this chapter in particular — means to the cause
of conservation and to me personally. For those reasons alone, Suzanne is eager and
honored to help. We are extremely fortunate to have her, and are all in her debt.
I hope you enjoy this issue in the spaces between the times you spend outdoors this
spring, making really great memories and experiencing the "a-ha!" moments while
enjoying languid solitude or the company of friends, listening to the sounds of
running water and songs of the birds in some peaceful mountain valley tucked into a
quiet corner of this amazing place we all call home.
We are, all of us, truly lucky – and truly blessed.
Tight Lines,
— Charles Crolley
charles@coldriverstudio.org
(828) 301-0813
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SEMINAR
UNIVERSITY
S

aturday, March 17, 2018, members of Pisgah TU attended a seminar
conducted by Dr. John Morse and his associates at Clemson University.
The seminar was titled “Insects for Fly Fishing” but was actually much more
– it was an in-depth scientific look at the fascinating world of all types of
aquatic insects.
Dr. Morse began with our day with a presentation on the basics and some of
the terminology unique to his field; focusing on the biomechanics of stream
ecology and insect morphology. The presentation started with a fascinating
look at the cycles of nature, particularly insect feeding strategies, and how
nature designs the various types of insects to break down, use, and recycle
organic matter in expanding and contracting cycles as a river changes size,
shape and course.
Following that was a discussion of the insects themselves. What struck most of
us was how complex these seemingly-simple animals really are, and how many
of the mechanics of nature we share despite their having no internal skeletal
structures. We were also impressed by the sheer number of aquatic insect
species, which constitute a whopping 6% (103,225 out of 1,830,725) of all
known living species.
No wonder we have to carry so many boxes to match the hatch.
Next, Dr. Morse introduced us to the habits, habitats and unique stages,
forms and characteristics that define each general order of the species –
Spring 2018
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doing an amazing job of distilling a lifetime of
experience, passion and learning into a couple
of short hours of lecture while infecting us all
with his contagious enthusiasm.
But the best part came when we went to the
lab next door to get a close-up look at these
animals for ourselves.
Dr. Morse and his team got all of us situated
in front of our own microscopes, which they
patiently helped those of us who haven’t seen a
college laboratory in many decades adjust and
set up, and then they brought out some samples
of bugs for us to view.
For many of us, the experience of seeing these
remarkable creatures up close for the first
time might best be described as an
awakening. We tend to look casually
at these simple, squirmy things we
find in the water and think of them
as insignificant, underdeveloped
and simple. Not so. The wonders
and forms and exquisite intricacies
of nature are on full display in
excruciating miniature.
The bugs are evidence of the genius
of evolution and adaptability at work

in our world, and
many of their
forms were not
only practical and
functional, but
beautiful; and aweinspiring enough
that it was difficult
for us to get down
to the assigned
project of scientific
observation and
classification,
simply because we
were busy admiring
nature’s handiwork.

Dr. Morse and his
team had to pull
us away from our
microscopes so
they could feed
us a huge lunch –
sandwiches made
with maybe the biggest slice
have ever seen, chips, assor
They really did it up right.

Kevin Germann and Char

SUGGESTED READ
Biota of South Carolina – Volume 9

($40)
If you’re interested in a detailed look at
the larvae of mayflies, stoneflies and caddis
flies and how to differentiate between the
species, check out this comprehensive
work by Dr. Morse and others at Clemson.
It’s an excellent work, highly accessible and
chock-full of identification information.
Larvae of mayflies, stoneflies, and caddisflies thrive in clean
surface waters throughout the world and are known to be
generally intolerant of pollution. This book enables naturalists,
sport fishers, freshwater ecologists, and biomonitoring workers
to identify larvae for most species of these insects occurring in
and around the southeastern US.
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Dave Whitlock’s Guide to Aquatic
Trout Foods ($23)

If you’re interested in learning more about
bugs from a fly fisher’s point of view and
less interested in the specifics and nuances
of each species, we HIGHLY recommend
"Dave Whitlock’s Guide to Aquatic Trout
Foods", available online.
Dave’s guide is recognized as the standard and must read for
trout fly fishers who want to understand, in detail, what trout
eat and how to use the information to select a fly. The easyto-understand and thorough text, along with the accurate and
handsome illustrations, make this book an invaluable addition
to every fly fisher and fly tyer’s library.

parts to clear the board,
but had to throw in
the towel after just one
heaping plateful each.

The term benthos
is used to
describe the
bottom most layer
of aquatic zones,
and also includes
the sand, silt,
and organisms
found there. In
the benthos you
can expect to find
organisms from
each kingdom.

es of bread many of us
rted salads and cookies.
.

rles Crolley did their

As part of our lunch
break, some of us toured
the insect museum at
Clemson, and that’s a
whole story in its own
right. Dr. Mike Ferro
gave us a tour of some
amazing spaces – a room
where racks upon racks
of insects are preserved
in vials of alcohol
and cataloged in row
upon row of fireproof
cabinets in a fireproof
room, and another
room with floor-toceiling cabinets filled
with 3” tall trays packed front-to-back and side-toside with insect specimens from all over the world.

Big D. The returns so far are promising, and water
quality indicators down from the hatchery were of
particular interest.

Our friend Coleson Wrege began the afternoon
session with an in-depth look at the early results of
the Davidson River survey, with particular attention
to biotic indices at marked survey points along the

Coleson continues to make good progress with
identification of his samples. He presented his
results to date at the annual meeting of the South
Carolina Entomological Society, in Georgetown,

DING

The 2003 Marchal Study
(Free Download)
You may also be interested in reading
about the ongoing survey work at the
Davidson River and learning more
about aquatic insects in general. We’re
fortunate to have access to tons of great
information, and you can download these
resources for free to enjoy at your leisure.

Conducted in 2003 by Jonathan Marchal in cooperation with
Pisgah TU, this is a survey of the Davidson River in Pisgah
National Forest was conducted to provide baseline chemical and
biological data at a time when the river is suspected to be in good
health.

Powerpoint Presentations:
Clemson Insects for Fly Fishing
Seminar (Free Downloads)
These Powerpoint presentations were
used by Dr. Morse and his associates to present Clemson
University's "Insects for Fly Fishing" Seminar in March, 2018.
Please do not reproduce them for any purposes other than your
own information, Pisgah TU programs or classroom education
without Dr. Morse’s explicit permission.
• Stream Ecology
• Insect Morphology
• Aquatic Insect Orders
• Mayflies

• Davidson Survey
• Stoneflies
• Flies
• Caddisflies

Spring 2018
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BENTHOS SEMINAR

SC, winning the meeting's "Graduate Student Oral
Presentation Award." He is scheduled to graduate in August,
but will surely complete the identifications and analysis of the
Davidson River material well before then.
We’re looking forward to learning more as Coleson completes
his analysis and reporting.
Coleson also intends to correlate much of his study with
a similar study conducted 15 years ago by Pisgah TU in
partnership with Jonathan Marchal. While there are some
differences in the methodologies and practices employed in
the studies, the Marchal study provides a set of baselines and
benchmarks. Comparing the two will provide a longitudinal
look at the relative health of the Davidson.
Dr. Morse concluded the afternoon’s presentations with a
discussion of stoneflies, flies and caddisflies. When he got to
caddisflies, he could barely contain his enthusiasm and we all
got caught up in the current right along with him.
After the presentation we got to spend some time looking at the
various examples under our microscopes. The caddis cocoons
were just beautiful, each type in its own way; so beautiful, in
fact, that a person makes the cocoons into jewelry and returns
the caddis pupae to the water to make more!
In a way, the day was like drinking from a fire hose. Some of us
went expecting a few interesting nuggets here and there, maybe
a tip to tie a new fly. We left with a deeper appreciation for these
animals in all of their forms, and it will take a long time for
everything we learned to sink in fully and take root.
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Pisgah TU
owes Clemson
University,
particularly Dr.
John Morse,
Dr. John Ferro,
Coleson Wrege,
Maddie Genco,
Kelley Murray
and Suellen
Pometto a
tremendous
debt of
gratitude. They
were gracious
and welcoming
hosts, and
the lessons we learned there will be of great benefit to our
conservation efforts here in western North Carolina and will
last us all a lifetime.

Hosts & Attendees
Clemson University
Dr. John Morse
Dr. Cathy Jachowski
Dr. Mike Ferro
Maddie Genco
Kelly Murray
Suellen Pometto
Coleson Wrege

Pisgah TU
John Rich
Mike Mihalas
Nicholas Mihalas
Xan Mihalas
Zoe Mihalas
Tim Schubmehl
Jim Rumbough
Jim Miller

D
Ja
R
D
Ja
C
K
Je

A

s you are enjoying this latest Snags and Snarls, we
hope you’ll take special notice of the many chapter
volunteers who give countless hours of their time to the
many projects to which Pisgah TU is committed.
John Rich is one such volunteer, giving innumerable
hours and boundless energy in service of the chapter
and the Davidson River in coordinating and working on
the multi-year “Benthos” project.
His exemplary leadership commitment included
facilitation with the lead experts from Clemson
University, recruiting and scheduling volunteers
from multiple TU chapters for the stream-side bug
collections and, most recently, organizing a day-long
seminar at Clemson for more than twenty participants.
The streamside collections and subsequent
identification of several hundred mayflies, caddisflies
and stoneflies took place over a period of twelve-plus
months. Beginning at the headwaters of the Davidson
just to the north of the Route 64 bridge, collections
took place at nine sampling stations along the river
during Spring, Summer, Fall and Winter; including the
crazy weather swings that are inherent to our part of the
world.
The remaining piece of the project is for John and the
Clemson experts to produce the final analysis of the data
produced by surveys, pulling together all of the findings
into one comprehensive report.
Since many of us call the Davidson River our home
water, we hope you’ll join us in thanking John and
expressing your deep appreciation to him for his
diligence, leadership, hard work and sacrifice in
bringing this project to a very successful conclusion.
John’s efforts, combined with those of the fine folks
at Clemson University and his team of dedicated TU
volunteers will produce another important and muchneeded touchstone and milepost on the path to ensuring
that the Davidson will continue to thrive for our
generation and the many yet to come.

Photo courtesy of Heath Cartee

Dean Schloyer
anet Schreiber
Ray Fleming
Dave Bender
ay Hawthorne
Charles Crolley
Kevin Germann
eff Mathews

Thank You, John Rich!

Thank you, John — for your outstanding chapter and
project leadership; and for your steadfast commitment
to the conservation, protection and restoration of
coldwater fisheries in western North Carolina.
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The Cl

Dr. Mike Ferro, Clemson Uni

W

hat is now called the C
Arthropod Collection
in earnest in 1925, after the
Agriculture Building was de
Franklin Sherman was newl
Entomology Department an
inventory of the invertebrat
insects, but also other beast
was important. His argumen
practical, agricultural stand
crop pests, occasional pests,
native, and adventive specie

in with Sherman and others
or after him. (Insect specim
preserved, can last hundred

The oldest specimens I’ve fo
Dr. John Morse were from 1
undergraduate here. His is
the museum. Suffice to say,
two years ago the museum h
two VERY tightly filled room

AN UP-

As a fly fisher, recognizing b
water is essential to putting fi
net. To the naked eye many o
look the same. How do you t
what, and what those bugs ar
turn into as adults?
10
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lemson Anthropod Collection

iversity

Clemson University
n (CUAC) began
e Clemson College
estroyed in a fire.
ly hired to lead the
nd he felt that an
tes of the state (mostly
ts, spiders, worms, etc.)
nt was largely from a
dpoint, so that important
, predators, parasites,
es could be known.

At lot of
collecting
took place
across the
state in
the 1930s
and 1940s.
Our oldest
specimens
are from the
late 1800’s,
but are mostly
from other
places and
were brought
s that were hired with
mens, pinned or fluid
ds of years.)

ound collected by
1967, while he was an
a long story, as is that of
, from 1967 until about
had “expanded” to fill
ms, overflowing with

vials in one room and drawers of pinned insects
in the other. After Dr. Michael Caterino was hired
(thanks to an endowment created by John and his
wife, Suzanne), he was awarded an NSF Collections
Improvement Grant. That grant, and help from
Clemson University, allowed the collection to
expand to its present size, the entire west wing of
3rd floor Long Hall.
The pinned collection is housed in 43 cabinets, each
with space for 48 drawers, a total 2000+ drawer
capacity. We currently have about 1200 drawers of
insects, so plenty of room for expansion. However,
we don’t have funds for 1000 new drawers, so those
will be added over time. We estimate that there
are about 250,000 pinned insect specimens that
represent about 10,000 species. Notable specimens
within the pinned collection include the only
specimen of the federally endangered American
Burying Beetle collected in South Carolina, and two
specimens of a possibly extinct weevil that specialized
on American Chestnut.
The fluid collection consists of about 140,000
vials, containing about 750,000 specimens!
Most specimens are aquatic insects (adults and
immatures) or immature terrestrial insects. This
portion of the collection was well maintained,
updated, and greatly added to by John. Again,
probably 10,000+ species are represented
(although there is considerable overlap between the
pinned and fluid collection).
In the last two and half years myself and a small
army of student workers (mostly the workers!),
and graduate students (especially Anthony
Deczynski and Laura Vásquez-Vélez) (especially the
graduate workers!) have been working to update
the collection. Within the pinned collection,

every species name has been updated to reflect
its present standing, most specimens have been
moved to new unit trays (small boxes, one species
per box, within insect drawers), a new header
card has been printed with the current name, and
species have been arranged in “order”. The way
that species are arranged in a collection is based on
their relatedness, like books are arranged based on
subject. This portion of the project requires a total
of several hundred thousand small, simple tasks
that take a while to complete.
At the same time, one specimen of every species has
been databased and we are slowly photographing
one representative of every species. This
information will eventually be available on the
internet for others to use.
Within the fluid collection we have databased one
representative of every family and are currently
working to database one of every species. We are also
replacing stoppered vials with screw capped vials
(ultimately we’ll replace more than 50,000) and we
have two dedicated student workers on that project.
Because of the expansion we have room to accept
specimen donations. These vary from three wasps
collected by a homeowner in South Carolina, to
10,000+ beetles from around the world. We have
room for visiting scholars and volunteers, including
two high school girls who volunteered last year, and
a wasp expert from the Smithsonian that came by
for a week last month. We also loan specimens to
other researchers around the world. Now that the
collection is in better shape the number of visitors
and loans in expected increase greatly.
Most of Coleson’s specimens will be housed here
(between 10,000-100,000 in all).

-CLOSE LOOK AT AQUATIC BUGS

bugs in the
fish in the
of them
tell what’s
re going to

Several institutions have joined
forces to create "The Aquatic
Macroinvertebrate Collection" online.
Each bug is described in depth,
including feeding characteristics and
habitat – great for narrowing down

the search through your fly box for a
match to what’s in the water.
You may be inspired to make a
portable magnifying glass a regular
part of your fishing arsenal!
Spring 2018
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How to Make an
Insect Collection
Stuff You'll Need:
1. Specimens
2. Insect Pins
3. Labels
4. Collection Box

USA: LA: E. Baton Rouge Par.
Baton Rouge, LSU campus
N 30.4105, W -91.1778
16 June 2014 col. M. Ferro
Sweeping community garden

4. Collection Box

1. How to Get Specimens

Collecting insects is as simple as grabbing

them with your hands. Nets are a great
way to collect big and small insects.
There are
Sweep Net
three types of
nets: aerial nets (butterflies,
dragonflies); sweep nets (for
insects on bushes, branches,
grass, and flowers); and aquatic
nets (insects in ponds and
Light Sheet
streams).
Light Trapping, a light on a
hanging white sheet is a great
way to collect. Insects are
attracted to light at night.
Ultra-violet "black lights” and
grow lights work best.
Aspirator: Suck insects into
the vial. The screen keeps you
from eating the specimen.

Aspirators ("pooters") are used
to collect small insects.

Killing insects: Insects can be killed several ways: Freezing
overnight; using a Killing Jar, a sealable glass jar with napkins
soaked in a little finger nail polish remover; or emersion in
Alcohol (rubbing or ethyl), but specimens will be brittle if left
in too long. Don't let delicate insects like butterflies or bees
get wet. Soft-bodied insects, immature insects (caterpillars,
etc.), and spiders will shrivel if they dry and should be kept in
alcohol.

2. Insect Pins

Insect pins are specifically designed for
entomology. They are long, thin, have a
special coating, and come in different
sizes—#2 is best for general use. Search
"Bioquip insect pins" to find some for
sale. Insect pins are the only item that
must be purchased, everything else can
be homemade.

3. Labels

Every specimen MUST have a label. The absolute minimum
info is an exact location and date. Location: state; parish or
12

county; distance and direction to the
nearest city or town; GPS (use Google
Label 4 pt. font.
Maps); habitat (sweeping flowers,
pond, cow dung); and collector's name. Date: dates can be
easily misinterpreted. Write the date exactly like this: Day (as
a number), Month (as a word), Year (all four numbers) = 23
June 2014. Use archival paper (acid free) and waterproof ink.
Make labels readable but small.

Spring 2018

Specimens need protection from
breakage, dust, water, humidity
(specimens will mold), long-term
light exposure, and dermestid
beetles (they eat dead insects!). A
collection box can be made from
Schmitt style
a school box, fishing tackle box,
collection box
shoe box, shipping box, or
specifically designed wooden box with a glass top. Use
styrofoam or plastazote in the bottom of the box to stick the
pins in. Specimens should be stored in low humidity, away
from light, and checked for dermestid damage. Freeze the
collection if dermestid beetles are present.

How to Get Started
1. Collect some
insects and make sure
they're dead.

2. Pin your
specimens. Stick the

pin through the body at
the correct spot
depending on the type
of insect. Push the
insect to within ½ inch
of the top of the pin. If
you want, arrange the
wings (a must for
butterflies and moths)
or legs on a Pinning
Board (a piece of
styrofoam works).
Unlike the illustration, position the legs under the body, the
specimen is less likely to be broken. Once the specimen dries
(couple days) it will remain in this position. The pinned insect
is “preserved” through dehydration. Once dry, never touch
the insect, use the pin to move it.
Spreading Butterflies and
Moths takes time and
patience; check the Internet
for instructions. Pin the
specimen through the body
and hold the wings in place
with paper strips. Let the
specimen dry for 4–5 days
before removing paper.

Spread White-lined Sphinx

3. Advanced Technique: Pointing.

Really small insects can't be pinned.
Points, triangular pieces of archival paper,
are put on pins about ½ inch from the top.
Holding the pin, dip the tip of the point in
glue (Elmer's works), then carefully touch
the tip of the point to the RIGHT side of
the specimen. Correct orientation is
important, see figure.

4. LABEL YOUR SPECIMENS.

Locality labels should be small, 4–5 point
font with no border around the text. They
Pointed specimen:
can also be handwritten. Push the label
above; behind;
up on the pin, but not so close to the
below, left.
specimen that it can't be read.
Identification labels should be below the locality label and
also easily readable.

5. Identify your specimens. Don't expect to ID your

specimens to Species. There are 100,000+ species of insects
in North America. Some haven't even been described by
scientists! No field guide can cover them all. Some are well
known and easy to identify to species, like butterflies,
dragonflies, and big beetles, but others are very difficult to
identify to species, like ant-like stone beetles
(Scydmaeninae). First, ID your specimens to Order (beetles =
Coleoptera, flies = Diptera, dragonflies = Odonata, etc.), then
to Family (ground beetles = Carabidae, tree hoppers =
Membracidae, etc.). Use books and the internet to get good
IDs, but identification can be very difficult, even for
professionals. See Entomology Resources below.

6. Arrange your specimens. Group your specimens by

Order and Family and place them in a pleasing arrangement.

7. Get Superpowers!

A magnifying glass,
jeweler's loupe, or
microscope will let you
explore the universe
beneath your feet. A 10x
Belomo Triplet Loupe is a
great starter for anyone
interested in identifying
insects, or just taking a
closer look at specimens.

More isn't always better, 10x
magnification shows great detail.

Entomology Resources

ONLINE
1. First Detector Entomology Training Project: Overview of
how to collect, photograph, preserve, and identify Insects.
http://wiki.bugwood.org/FD-ENT
2. BugGuide: Volunteers help ID insects and spiders in photos
you submit, OR you can search through other's IDed photos.
http://bugguide.net
3. Ianni Butterfly: Spreading Butterflies - An Illustrated Guide.
http://bit.ly/1q3CNuZ
4. Iowa State Entomology Index of Internet Resources: Stuff
for everyone, from kids to professionals.
http://www.ent.iastate.edu/list/

Books and Field Guides

Insects: Their Natural History and Diversity: With a
Photographic Guide to Insects of Eastern North America
by Stephen Marshall.
Peterson Field Guides:
1. A Field Guide to Insects: America North of Mexico.
2. A Field Guide to the Beetles of North America.
3. A Field Guide to Eastern Butterflies.
Caterpillars of Eastern North America: A Guide to
Identification and Natural History.
Ants of North America: A Guide to the Genera.
A Guide to Common Freshwater Invertebrates of North
America.
Beetles of Eastern North America by Arthur V. Evans.
Dragonflies through Binoculars: A Field Guide to Dragonflies
of North America.
Common Spiders of North America by Richard Bradley.
Insect life: An introduction to nature-study and a guide for
teachers, students, and others interested in out-of-door
life. By John Henry Comstock, 1897.
Highly recommended, available free online at:
http://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/bibliography/1709#

If Mom and Dad are scared of bugs that's
OK, you don't have to be!
An insect collection containing 19 Orders of insects and 90 Families.
Note the specimens preserved in alcohol at the end. (Disclaimer, the
butterfly was already beat up when it was collected!)

M. L. Ferro 2016

DOWNLOAD
PRINT
SHARE
spongymesophyll.com/DIY_Insect_Collection.pdf
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2018
FLY
FISHING
FILM TOUR

MAY 4 • FREE!

EVENTS @ 5:30 • MOVIES @ 8:00
OSKAR BLUES BREWERY • BREVARD
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PROGRAMS

Delayed Harvest Stocking

S

tocking in North Carolina’s designated
Delayed Harvest waters resumed in March,
and volunteer crews from Pisgah TU teamed u
with NCWRC and USFS personnel to get the
job done on the Little River in DuPont State
Forest and the Green River near Saluda.

The Little River team met March 2, on a day
that was forecast to be cool and windy but
turned out to be absolutely gorgeous. The valle
sheltered us from the wind and the warm sun
felt good after a long winter and several days o
on-and-off rain.

Attendance was light, partially due to the
forecast and the previous day’s weather. Only 6
volunteers from Pisgah TU showed up to help
but got more than 1,500 fish in the water in
only an hour and a half; thanks to great help
from the folks at USFS and NCWRC — with an
a couple of Polaris ATVs that make life a whole

Participating from Pisgah TU were: Tony Broo
Chase, Charles Crolley, Kevin Germann, Dar
and Janet Schreiber.

Can You Make A Fish Funnel?

J

ay Hawthorne from Asheville’s Land O’ Sky Chapter is a familiar face around
Pisgah TU. He helps out on pretty much every project we do, and most of us have
learned to put up with his shenanigans by now.
He brought a “fish funnel” that one of their members had created to our chapter
meeting on Thursday, and we’re hoping one or two of you have the skills required to
build one for each of Pisgah TU’s stocking teams.
One of the challenges in stocking fish is transferring them from the large hatchery
truck, via net, into 5 gallon bucket. Inevitably, a few fish flop over the side — we even
had one land belly-side-down and try to swim across the road that runs along the
Green before we caught him and put him back in.
The funnel makes the transfer easier on the hatchery personnel and volunteers with a
collar that fits into a 5 gallon bucket topped with a large, tapered bin that directs the
fish into the bucket, ensuring that they all go straight in with a minimum of handling
and without banging into the rim, or worse — going overboard.
The top is 18” Square across both dimensions with an 11” circular ring to easily and
exactly fit into the buckets. The vertical dimension is 7”. The original was made by an
HVAC contractor in Asheville.
Thanks to Jay and Land O’ Sky for sharing this great idea with us, and we hope to hear
from somebody out there who can put a couple of these contraptions together for us!
16
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The Green River team got the year going in gr
Monday March 5 with a stocking event that ma
topped. The morning started out with donuts,
a fantastic dutch-oven breakfast casserole cook
Darrin Cronan.

After stuffing themselves and shooting the bree
Access, 18 volunteers worked to stock more than
of fish in the Green. The weather was cool but s
many hands made for light work. Because of the
Green has to be stocked, it generally takes a littl
finish but the crew was out in a couple of hours

Adopt A Highway
Jim Rumbough

M

arch 15 kicked off the first of our quarte
cleanups along 276 and the fish hatcher

The morning started off a little cool but turne
and beautiful, but only 5 Pisgah TU members
Germann, John Rich, Jim Rumbough, Dick S
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Along the way, Gene Conley gave fishing tips at
each location stocked, and after the event most
of the volunteers went back to the parking lot,
geared up and went out to give them a try.
Mitchell Jones, a student working on a senior
project, joined us for the stocking event and got
the whole thing captured on his GoPro camera.
The blackmail money should come in handy for college
books and tuition.
Our thanks to Darrin Cronan for that killer casserole, to
Dave Maxwell and Open Road Cafe (Columbus) for the
gourmet coffee and to Gene Conley for the fishing tips —
even though Gene was accused by some of holding out on
his favorite spots.
Participating from Pisgah TU were: Tony Brooks, Ken
Chase, Gene Conley, Charles Crolley, Darrin Cronan,
Jamie Davidson, Jeff Fleck, Mitchell Jones, Rick Karl,

erly highway
ry road.

The remaining regular highway cleanup dates for 2018 are
June 14, September 20, and December 6.

ed warm
(Kevin
Schaad, Tim
sist from
’ Sky chapter.

We will also conduct a large-scale cleanup activity on
May 5, 2018 as part of the Pisgah Conservancy’s Pisgah
Pride Day. This effort will take place in cooperation with
volunteers from a wide range of volunteer groups that
work and play in and around Pisgah National Forest.

Mike Krol, Terry Lynch, Dave Maxwell, Peter Neidenbach,
Thomas Neidenbach, Fred Nixon, Danny Pena, John
Watts and Michael Yelton.
We continue to see widespread interest and enthusiasm for
the Delayed Harvest stocking strategy — in fact, our emails,
web pages and social media updates on the program draw
more interest than anything else our chapter does. As a
result, many people show up shortly after the fish are put
in the water to help take them out.
Wouldn’t it be grand if those same folks showed up a little
earlier to help put them in?

Volunteers meet at Coon Tree Picnic Area parking lot (for
US 276 clean-ups) or the fish hatchery parking lot (for the
FS 475 clean-ups) at 10:00 AM. Coffee and pastries are
provided; as are trash bags and pick-up tools. Gloves are
available, although you may prefer to bring your own.
To learn more and sign up, please visit https://pisgahTU.org/
adoptAHighway or contact Jim Rumbough.
Spring 2018

17

PROGRAMS
Tooling Up for Projects

A

s part of our FY2018 Budget, the Board of Directors
allocated $700 for the purchase of tools to be used
for Pisgah TU’s numerous conservation projects. The
intent is to have everything, or nearly everything, we need
to support a project and not expect volunteers to bring
their personal tools or equipment from home.
Of course, this will take some time and there will probably
always be a need to ask someone to bring something we
don't have, or need a few more of.
At the time the budget was crafted, we were forced by
money constraints to prioritize between to big-ticket
items: a gas-powered drill and a chain saw. As we have
since learned, forest service rules state that the person
using a chainsaw must not only be certified, but must use
his/her own equipment.
So we have purchased a gas-powered Stihl drill. The drill
will be invaluable for fence repairs, step repairs and new
building projects. If you’ve ever drilled a couple of holes
in pressure-treated 4x4 lumber with a battery-powered
drill, you know how long a charge lasts; so the gas drill

gives us tons more flexibility particularly for more remote
projects.
Our tool inventory at present consists of:
• a gas-powered wood-boring drill
• assorted ships augers
• gravel tamper
• sledge hammer
• assorted wrenches and sockets
• rebar cutter
• axe
• pipe benders
• post hole digger
• fence templates
• 4”x6” notching templates
…with a few more additions to come.
Along with the hand tools, we’ve been discussing a project
trailer that would be owned by the chapter and used for
conservation projects.
At present, our equipment is stored in a very crowded

(and shared)
we’re grateful
as our access
operating hou
secure.

A locking trai
make transpo
It would also
to a remote si
have to transp
someone’s pe

Our budget d
purchase of a
estimated at a
insurance, sto

Member sugg
determine a r
maintain and
cash and certa
be earmarked

Conservation Project Pipeline
Mike Mihalas

A

side from climate change, sedimentation is probably
the greatest long-term threat to our mountain trout
streams, and it is an issue that we are able to address locally
as a chapter. Sedimentation is the focus of our Cantrell
Creek project we are working on in cooperation with the
Land O’Sky chapter.
Our plan is to reroute a trail that crosses and merges with
Cantrell Creek, an important tributary to the South Mills
River. The TU portion focuses on the decommissioning
of the existing trail, and the restoration of the damaged
portions of the stream. The Forest Service and other
partner organizations will focus on the building of a new
trail.
We received an Embrace-A-Stream grant for this project,
along with significant additional funding from the EAS
contest that TU held. Preliminary work is being done now
by the Forest Service in relation to this project, and we
hope that we can commence with the trail relocation work
this summer.
18
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In the meantime, Pisgah TU is formulating other
projects, all with a focus around understanding the
sedimentation problems in the Davidson River. We have
three that we hope to execute on this year, all of which will
involve dedicated Pisgah TU volunteers acting as “Angler
Scientists” and working with both TU staffers and USFS
scientists.

3. Pisgah Distr
a source of
will be asse
improveme
into our st
volunteer o

1. Grogan Creek Assessment Though closed to fishing,
Grogan Creek is an important tributary of the Davidson
River. It is having noticeable sediment issues. We will
be doing an analysis of the Grogan Creek watershed
and investigating potential causes of these issues. This
assessment will be conducted by Pisgah TU volunteers
led by TU staff and USFS scientists.

Another proj
warming wate
artificial imp
Impoundmen
have a signifi
impoundmen
cooling effec
during the su

2. Davidson River Sediment Movement Study We will be looking
at the sources and impact of sediment going into the
Davidson River throughout the watershed. Again, this
assessment will be conducted by dedicated Pisgah TU
volunteers led by TU staff and USFS scientists.

Our thought
headwaters, a
land upstream
grants and fu

facility at the Setzer fish hatchery. While
l for the space, that situation is less than ideal
is somewhat determined by the hatchery
urs and the tools cannot be made completely

iler would provide secure storage, and would
ort and deployment of our tools much easier.
give us a means to secure unused tools close
ite (Cantrell Creek, for instance) and not
port them back-and-forth or lock them up in
ersonal vehicle.

does not include nor would it permit the
a trailer at this time, the cost of which is
around $2,750. We also have to consider
orage and maintenance.

gestions are encouraged as we try to try to
reasonable, responsible way to acquire,
d store a trailer — and of course, donations of
ain equipment are always welcomed and can
d specifically for the project tools fund.

rict Trail Condition Assessment Trails are
f sediment in our streams as well. We
essing trail conditions to find out where
ents can be made to prevent trails eroding
treams. This will also be another significant
opportunity.

ject we are exploring relates more to
ers and climate change — the impact of
poundments on trout stream temperature.
nts that draw water from the surface can
ficant warming effect. Refitting these
nts to draw water from the bottom can have a
ct that benefits trout habitat and survivability
ummer.

is to focus this effort on the French Broad
as there is a lot of impounded water on private
m of Forest Service land. There are potential
unding available for this work.

Davidson River Project
Tim Schubmehl

U

nless a significant need arises in the near future, the 2018 projects scheduled
for the Davidson River are maintenance-related.

These include:
• Perform minor fence repair below the hatchery
• Stain fishing pier at Sycamore Flats
• Stain fishing pier at Coontree
• Survey access points near hatchery for repair, rebuild or decommissioning
• Identify locations to install (4) existing line containers
The first workday of 2018 took place on March 22, 2018 to install the first of several
line containers scheduled for placement this year. Participants were: Dave Bender,
Ken Kinard, Clive Morris and Tim Schubmehl.
If you’re aware of an issue along the Davidson that Pisgah TU should evaluate as a
potential chapter project, we welcome your input via email.
And you’re interested in helping out, please visit https://pisgahTU.org/davidsonProject
or contact Tim Schubmehl.
Spring 2018
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PROGRAMS

Trout In The C
Ed Shearin

2

017/18 school year is m
We (Ed Shearin, TIC D
Henebry, 2018/19 TIC Dir
two teachers: Wesley Arnold
Mountain Community Sch
Bailey Hayes at Boys and Gi
of Transylvania County.

Wesley is planning his fish r
on April 28 at the North M
River Campground. He me
that he has about 80 fish in
tank. He feels that it is due
regular water changing usin
treated “tap water”. He is u
a product called API Stress
Conditioner.

We will be recommending t
of our schools as a supply it
an article on the using the c
be distributed to the partici
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Bailey Hayes at the Boys and
releasing a “few” fish at Syc
River. However, they were h
filtration system in the aqu
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Classroom

more than half over.
Director and Kevin
rector) have heard from
d at
hool and
irls Club

release
Mills
entioned
n his
to
ng
using
Coat Aquarium Water

the conditioner for all
tem. Wesley has written
conditioner, and it will
ipating schools. Wesley
ase each year.

d Girls Club was
camore Flats, Davidson
having issues with the
uarium. The fish died
ed. Thanks to the support
was purchased for the

Boys and Girls Club and they will ready to
receive eggs for the 2018/19 year.
The other 10 Pisgah TU TIC schools (Coach
Shane Worley at Brevard HS; Joanne
Bartsch at Carolina Day, Asheville;
Lorraine Thomas at Edneyville
Elementary, Hendersonville; Kathleen
Askew at FernLeaf Coimmunity /
Charter, Fletcher; Chris Frazen at
Headwaters Outfitters, Rosman;
Peggy Aubrey at Henderson Middle,
Hendersonville; Becky Langerman at
Mountain Sun Community School
Brevard; Stephanie Leudi at Polk
Middle, Polk County; Kristy Ontko at Rosman
Middle; and Nichole Cash at TC Henderson,
Rosman.
All school systems seem to be doing OK and are
preparing for release of their fish in April and/
or May at various locations in Transylvania,
Henderson, and Polk counties.
All locations for release have been secured and
permitted by the North Carolina Wildlife Resources
Commission so that the fish will not overpopulate
one particular stream or compete with wild native
trout populations. The release locations include:
Davidson River, Cane Creek, Pacolet River, French

Broad River, and North Mills River.
Release of the fish is both a happy and sad day for
the TIC students. They raised the fish from eggs
to fry in the classroom “while learning how to
conserve, protect, and restore, cold-water fisheries
and watersheds in our area”.
In February, Becky Langerman, Mountain Sun
Community School, released over 80 fish at
Sycamore Flats, Davidson River. NC Wildlife Service
approved this location.
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PREVENT AN

INVASION
Compiled from reports and presentations created by
the North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission

A

s we turn the corner into spring and the
thoughts of women and men turn again
to fishing, let’s all remember to do our part to
keep invasive species and diseases out of western
North Carolina’s trout water.
Aquatic nuisance species — either plants or
animals — are organisms that cause ecological
and/or economic harm when moved outside
their historical range. In the mountain region,
whirling disease and gill lice are aquatic nuisance
species most troubling to biologists right now
because of their impacts on trout populations.

22

Spring 2018

Spring 2018

23

Photo courtesy of Heath Cartee

Gill lice

Biologists ask that anglers fishing for trout in any
waters in western North Carolina be especially dilig
when cleaning their fishing equipment and offer th
recommendations:
• Remove any visible mud, plants, fish or animals b
transporting equipment;
• Eliminate water from equipment before transpor
and,
• Clean and dry anything that comes into contact w
water.

In addition, biologists stress the importance of not
moving fish from one body of water to another. No
is it illegal, but it is also one of the primary ways gil
whirling disease and other aquatic nuisance species
spread.

Whirling disease

Hydrilla

Gill lice are tiny, white crustaceans also known as co
They attach to a fish’s gill, where they cause damage
gills and inhibit the fish’s ability to breathe. While
fish are able to tolerate a moderate infestation of gi
some fish, particularly those that are suffering from
stressors like drought or high water temperatures, c
succumb to a gill lice infestation. Impacts to local t
populations can be devastating.

Whirling disease affects fish in the trout and salmon
with rainbow and brook trout, two species found in
Carolina waters, being the most susceptible. The d
caused by the microscopic parasite Myxobolus cereb
damages cartilage and skeletal tissue in trout, causi
to swim in a whirling motion.

DOING YOU
Didymo

Water recreationists are urged to use
the "Inspect, Clean and Dry" method
to limit the spread of invasive species,
including didymo.

Th
tak
dis
oth

Anyone, whether you’re an angler or a
boater or just someone who enjoys using
our waters, can help prevent the spread
of aquatic nuisance species.

Ri
pla
•n
• fi
• fi
• lu
•c
•b
•b
•b
•p

Once established, they can be nearly
impossible to eradicate and can diminish
fishing opportunities for decades to come.
Learn more at
http://stopaquatichitchhikers.org/.
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Often fatal to juvenile trout, the disease does not infect
humans or pets, and eating an infected fish is not known
to cause any harmful effects.
While whirling disease can be fatal for infected
individuals, gill lice may not directly lead to substantial
mortalities in trout populations; however, their presence
is a stressor that is cumulative over time
Each new stressor, whether it’s drought, or high water
temperatures, or even another aquatic nuisance species,
is additive in terms of stress placed on each infected trout
and those stresses can add up to declines in abundance if
enough individuals are affected.
Hydrilla, a non-native aquatic plant, is having major
impacts in the Eno River in Durham County, Lake
Waccamaw in Columbus County and reservoirs
throughout the state because of its tendency to spread
quickly, outcompeting native vegetation and interfering
with boating, swimming, fishing and other water-related
activities. It spreads rapidly, forming and forms dense
mats that consume oxygen and cause fish kills.
Didymo, also known as "rock snot," is a non-native
invasive microscopic algae (diatom) that can produce
large amounts of stalk material to form thick brown mats
on stream bottoms. Didymo threatens aquatic habitat,
biodiversity and recreational opportunities.
Unlike many other aquatic invasive plants, didymo
grows on the bottom of both flowing and still waters. It
is characterized by the development of thick mat-like

growths (blooms), which can last for months, even in
fast flowing streams. During blooms, these mats may
completely cover long stretches of stream beds, altering
stream conditions and choking out many of the organisms
that live on the stream bottom, which can affect trout and
other fish by limiting their food. For the recreational user,
footing can become very difficult due to the heavy growths.
Historically, didymo has been found in cool, clear,
nutrient poor waters but has expanded its worldwide
distribution to include nutrient rich waters. Rivers with
stable, regulated flows are particularly at risk.
Anglers, kayakers, canoeists, tubers, boaters and others
engaging in water-based recreation can unknowingly
spread didymo. The microscopic algae can cling - unseen
— to waders, boots, boats, clothing, lures, hooks, fishing
line and other equipment and remain viable for several
weeks under even in seemingly dry conditions.
There are currently no known methods for controlling or
eradicating didymo once it infests a water body.

Is It Didymo?
• Color — tan, brown or white (not green); may form long
white "tails"
• Texture — like wet wool (not slimy)
• Strength — firmly attached; does not fall apart when
rubbed between fingers

UR PART

here are several steps each you should
ke to prevent the spread of whirling
sease, gill lice, hydrilla, didymo and
her aquatic nuisance species:

inse all mud, dirt, sand and all visible
ants, fish and animals from:
nets
fishing rods and reels
fishing line
ures
creels
buckets
boots/shoes/waders
boat and trailer
props

• trolling motor
• wading stick
• downriggers
• anchors
• ropes
• and other items used in and
around the water

the bleach or wipe or spray on.
• 10% solution (1 part chlorine to 9 parts
water) — soak your equipment for 10
minutes. Water heated to nearly boiling
(200°F) — pour over your gear and
allowed to cool.

Drain water from boats before leaving
the area where you have been fishing.

Dry your equipment. If possible, allow
for 5 days of drying time before entering
new waters.

Use the following recommended
treatments for cleaning hard-to-treat
equipment:
• 50% solution (1 part chlorine to 1 part
water) — dip waders into a solution of

When cleaning fish do not dispose of
fish parts or other by-products that may
hold spores into any body of water or
into sinks.
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MEMBER PROFILE
Chapter President Sara Jerome

I

n this issue, we sit down with Pisgah TU chapter president
Sara Jerome for a little Q&A so you can get to know her
better. Be sure to say “Hi” to Sara at our next meeting, but don’t
play darts against her for money. Ever.
Are you from here?
Yes, I was born and raised in Brevard, NC. I'm a fourth
generation on my dad's side.
What’s your daytime job?
I manage special events at Brevard Music Center. BMC is a
summer institute and music festival that teaches young, gifted
classical musicians.
What would you like to be doing in 5 years?
I don't know that I have an answer for that but I really hope that
whatever I'm doing in five year involves having a fly rod in my
hand on a regular basis.
When did you begin fly fishing and what got you started?
I began fly fishing after I graduated from college. It was actually
an ex-boyfriend that got me into both fly fishing and TU.
So while the boyfriend didn't last, I'm still fishing and pretty
involved in Pisgah TU.
What is Pisgah TU doing best?
Lots of things! We have a very strong Trout In the Classroom
program with a dozen schools involved. Ed Shearin has done
a fabulous job of growing this program and I believe we have
another school or two interested in joining for next year. TIC
a great way to educate the next generation about trout and how
important they are for both our rivers and our fishing.
Our chapter is very focused on conservation and we have several
projects currently in the works, including projects along the
Davidson River and Cantrell Creek. We also has a very strong
relationship with the Forest Service, and their local staff, and
this enables us to collaborate and accomplish a lot of great work
in the Pisgah.
Our Fly Fishing School is another thing we do really well. The
program is a wonderful way for us to educate new fly fishermen
about both fly fishing and the importance of caring for our water
and our fish. The school is also a good fundraiser for the chapter.
How could Pisgah TU improve?
Our chapter does so many things well, especially when it comes
to getting out on the river and doing hands-on conservation
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work. However, we
really could benefit our
rivers and our work
through more advocacy
and education. To truly
benefit our rivers and
our fish changes need
to be made to policies
and that can only be
accomplished through
active advocacy by
organizations like TU
and our members.
I think we could
also improve on our
methods of educating
fly fishermen and other
users of our rivers.
By educating them of
the importance of not
moving rocks, not fishing
when the water is too hot,
catch and release, etc.
we can make them better
stewards of the rivers and
have that knowledge paid
forward through them.
What's your vision for
Pisgah TU's next two years?
Over the next two years I
would love to see Pisgah
TU grow our Five Rivers
Program at Brevard
College. It is through the
education of our younger
generations that we
ensure the sustainability
of our rivers!
I would love to see the completion of the Cantrell Creek
project, continued work on the Davidson River and new, as of
yet unseen, conservation projects in the works! Our chapter
is has done a great job over the past couple of years of growing
our conservation projects, a strong board of directors and
the marketing of our chapter. I would love to see these things
continue to grow and to also improve in our advocacy and
education efforts.

What TU programs are your favorites?
That's like asking me my favorite food or book! We have so many
great programs! I really enjoy working with the students involved
in the Five Rivers club at Brevard College. It's so exciting to see
younger fly fishermen and women wanting to make a difference
by protecting and conserving the waters they fish.
What other sports do you enjoy, and what do you like to do when
you're not working?
When I'm not on the river I'm mountain biking, bouldering,

cross-fitting, or hiking with my dogs. I also love to cook, bake
and hang out with my chickens.
What is your favorite stream, what are your favorite flies and what’s
your favorite time to fish?
Oh man, this is a tough one. I'd have to kill you after I told you
the answer to the first question. I don't really have a favorite fly;
it totally depends on what I'm doing. Honestly, I love fishing
anytime, as long as it’s above 20 degrees. If I had to choose a
time, I love fishing mid-evening, during the golden hour; it's
the best way to end the day.
Spring 2018
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Sex Dungeon

Meat Whistle

Muddler Minnow

IN PRA

STREA

Sam C

S

treamers. Don’t you love them? I know I do.
I’ve had an affinity for them ever since I was
introduced to them. I took Lou Barlow’s fly tying
class. In it we learned to tie the brassie, the deer
hair caddis, and the slump buster. The Slump
Buster! It could be just the best streamer ever
dreamed up. It’s so easy to tie. Hook size 10 to 2
depending on how big you want it. Some flash for
the body, squirrel strips for the top and the collar.
I’ve also used rabbit on them. I’ve fished them till
they were so chewed up you couldn’t tell what they
were. It was great. It was so great I got greedy.
So I moved on to the “articulated” streamer. I can’t
tie deer hair heads worth a darn so I used coneheads,
fish skulls, sculpin heads and dumb bell eyes. I think
if you put rabbit fur on a broom handle it’ll look
good going through the water. So, I tied ‘em big.
They looked good and acted good. But for me at
least, they never caught the fish the slump buster did.
I kept at it for the simple reason they were fun
to name: Sculpzilla, Muddler Minnow, Matuka,
Sheila Sculpin, Meat Whistle, Zonker, Bunny
Leech, Slump Buster, Wooly Bugger, Zoo Cougar,
Sex Dungeon, Mickey Finn, Sparkle Minnow, Dali
Lama, Will Read for Food, etc.
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Size. I usually come back to the slump buster, now
and again switching to a black or olive size 8 or 6
Meat Whistle. Tied on a jig hook, it gives more up
and down motion. I also like a size 10 sculpzilla. I‘ve
caught big fish on 7” streamers simply because I’ve
hit them on top of the head and riled them up. I’ve
also had them chase and a size 16 white (or black,
etc.) marabou streamer.
Presentation. No matter what streamer size,
presentation is essential to catching fish with them,
depending on conditions. There are many ways to
fish the streamer; dead drift it, dead drift it under
an indicator, jig it under an indicator, let it swing
and strip it back, jig it on the swing, strip it back
forcefully across the current, throw it up stream,
hump mend it to get it down and jig it back (I get
tired thinking about it). All will catch fish.
If you keep the streamer perpendicular to the
river’s current there is more opportunity for the
fish to locate it. I like to throw it, jig it on the
swing and strip it back. Or throw it and strip it
back immediately which is a more perpendicular
presentation. What you want is for your streamer to
swim and not just fall, giving the impression of an
escaping tasty morsel.

Your streamer be up or dow
Some say up, others like th
or full sinking line. To me
Mainly I fish a floating line
but if the water is deep eno

Movement. From the stream
as you strip in you get an u
can whip your rod tip in a
strip the streamer in to giv
There are some fly tiers ou
with some killer action on

Larry Dahlberg devised the
was initially a bass fly. It flo
It’s got a deer hair head tha
these motions. Tommy Lyn
and Disorderly on Rapalla
it floats, it dies, and it’s go
side motion. It’s a deer hai
of water. And it’s big, 7”. I
line and found it has a ten
is good if the fish are looki
love the side to side, dying

There are tying products tha
effect with your own flies. O

Sculpzilla

Slump Buster

Zoo Cougar
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Cathey

wn in the water column?
hem down using a sink tip
it depends on water depth.
e with a weighted streamer,
ough I’ll go to a sink tip.

Mask, a plastic cone which is tied on at the hook eye. It
is inverted, the open end of the cone facing the front
of the fly. You can trim the cone to give it more action.
As the streamer cuts through the water the cone gives it
more than just the up and down movement.

mers I’ve mention so far,
up and down action. You
side to side motion as you
ve it additional movement.
ut there that have come up
streamers.

Another product is the Pulse Disc; a concave disc
that is tied to the front of a loop knot with the
streamer behind it. It doesn’t touch the streamer.
When you pull this setup through the water you can
feel the vibration up the line and into your arm.

e Dahlberg Diver. It
oats, it dives, it dies.
at allows it to complete
nch based his Drunk
a movements. It dives,
ot killer wiggling side to
ir head that pushes a lot
I’ve fished it on a floating
ndency to ride high which
ing up. I know the big fish
g fish movements.

at will help you achieve this
One is the Fly Mend Fly

Color. The standards are black, white and olive. I’ve
tried to tie streamers that look like little rainbows or
browns to match the hatch. There are the virtually
endless combinations of other colors, sparkle
variations and combinations. Sometimes at the
house I’ll open up the streamer box just so I can
admire all the sparkle and glitter it holds.
Fishing. Entire libraries could be filled with books
and articles dedicated to streamers and how to fish
them. The best information is the kind you get by
heading out to the water with your flyrod and a big
box o’ streamers to see what catches fish.

If you swing a streamer through a hole and don’t
get a take, change color and/or size and try again.
But if a fish will hit a streamer it will usually
happen with your first swing through. You never
know, so give it a few tries before changing up or
moving on.
When you do get a fish to whack your streamer be
sure to strip set. Keep pulling through the strike. If
you lift your rod tip up to “set” the hook chances are
you will lose the fish.
So it’s raining outside, streams are coming up,
water’s getting a little colored, and the voices are
starting to talk to you. “It’s time to go streamer
fishing,” they whisper. It happens to the best and
worst of us.
I’ve headed to the river full of anticipation, thrown
streamers all day and didn’t catch a fish. But then
again, there are those days where there is a fish
everywhere there is supposed to be a fish; and they
are magical.
That’s why we go streamer fishing.

That’s what the hard work of fly fishing is all about:
doing the research.
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Public Mountain Trout Waters are Managed by Seven Different Classifications — C

Hatchery Supported Trout Waters
• Season is open from August 1, 2017 to February 28, 2018
• No bait restrictions
• No minimum length limit
• Seven (7) trout per day creel limit
• No fishing allowed from March 1, 2018 to April 6, 2018
• Then from 7:00 a.m. April 7, 2018 to July 31, 2018
• No bait restrictions
• No minimum length limit
• Seven (7) trout per day creel limit
• There is no closed season for fishing on power reservoirs and city water
supply reservoirs designated as trout waters
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Delayed Harvest Trout Waters
• October 1, 2017 to June 1, 2018
• No trout may be harvested or possessed
• Only artificial lures having one single hook may be used
• No fishing allowed at all between 1/2 hour after sunset on June 1, 2018
and 6:00 a.m. on June 2, 2018
• At 6:00 a.m. on June 2, 2018 these waters open to fishing for youths
under 18 years old under Hatchery Supported Trout Waters regulations
• No bait restrictions
• No minimum length limit
• Seven (7) trout per day creel limit
• At 12:00 p.m. on June 2, 2018 these waters open for all anglers under
Hatchery Supported Trout Waters regulations

KNOW BEFORE YOU GO
K

nowing the rules of the road — er, river — before you
go out can save you a heap of expensive trouble. North

Carolina has several designations for our trout streams, and
the rules vary slightly depending on the designation.
Please note that the spring opening date for the Hatchery
Support Waters is April 7.

Consult the North Carolina Inland Fishing, Hunting and Trapping Regulations Digest for current regulatory information

Wild Trout Waters
• Season is open year-round

Catch and Release/
Artificial Lures Only Trout Waters

• Only artificial lures having one single hook may be used

• Season is open year-round

• You can only keep four (4) fish

• No trout may be harvested or possessed

• The four fish must be at least seven (7) inches long

• Only artificial lures having one single hook may be used

• It is unlawful to possess natural bait on your person while fishing

• It is unlawful to possess natural bait on your person while fishing
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Catch and Release/
Artificial Flies Only Trout Waters
• Season is open year-round
• No trout may be harvested or possessed
• Only artificial flies having one single hook may be used
• It is unlawful to possess natural bait on your person while fishing

NO TR
I

n North Carolina, property owners with property along a river o
one-half of the river bed. If someone owns both sides of the rive
entire bed under the river.

In the case where someone owns only on one side of the river and h
Trespassing”, you may legally pass on the far side to fish, provided i
and you’re more than halfway across. If both sides are posted and yo
canoe or kayak on the, it’s open to public ﬁshing — but you’re not a
on the stream banks or riverbed.

Some people have put up large no trespassing signs in along the riv
marked boundary trees and permanent structures with a purple bla
“no trespassing” according to the above rules, and includes any of u
have their explicit permission.
http://ncwildlife.org/Hunting/Laws-Safety/Landowner-Protection-Act

Wild Trout/Natural Bait Waters
• Season is open year-round:
• You can use a single hook artificial lure (or)
• You can use a single hook with natural bait, except live fish
• You can only keep four (4) fish
• The four fish must be at least seven (7) inches long

Even if you get in at a public access point, you cannot wade across p
— including that magic half of the riverbed — without being guilty o
Let’s respect everyone’s property rights, even if we don’t completely
their decision to deny access.

Fortunately, many land owners have generously granted permission
access only. Let’s respect that generosity and their property rights to
up any trash we may find even if it’s not ours, leaving no trace, tread
walking away leaving things better than we found them.

If you happen to see a landowner who’s opened their property for fi
when you’re on the river, toss them wave and say “thank you for lett
here!”

MAKE SURE YO
Special Regulation Trout Waters
The Special Regulation classification allows the Commission to implement
site specific regulations on unique trout fisheries in the state that do not
fit into existing categories. The regulations for each water body managed
under Special Regulation will be displayed on each sign.
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Y

ou should be aware that there are several types of Nort
If you’re going to fish for trout in western North Caro
“Comprehensive Inland” fishing license.

Inland Fishing (basic)

Statewide inland fishing during a license term. Includes fis
include fishing in Public Mountain Trout Waters or trout w
include fishing in coastal waters.

RESPASSING

own out to
er, they own the

has it posted “No
it isn’t posted
ou can float a
allowed to walk

ver, others have
aze – each mean
us who don’t

posted property
of trespassing.
y understand

n for fishing
oo by picking
ding lightly and

fishing access
ting us fish

OU AND YOUR GUESTS ARE LEGAL

th Carolina fishing licenses.
olina, be sure you have the

shing in joint waters. It does NOT
waters on game lands. It does not

Comprehensive Inland Fishing
Statewide inland fishing for residents during a license term. Includes fishing in Public
Mountain Trout Waters, fishing in trout waters on game lands, and fishing in joint waters. It
does not include fishing in coastal waters.
And if you or one of your guests are from out of state, be sure they purchase both the
basic Inland Fishing AND the Special Trout Fishing additional license. There is no
“comprehensive inland” option available for non-residents.
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A MESSAGE FROM THE

Pisgah TU Youth

EDUCATION
COORDINATOR
Robert Dye

I

've been on the Faculty at Brevard
College since 1999, where I teach in the

Wilderness Leadership and Experiential
Education program. Last year I helped get
a fly fishing club started at Brevard College.
As we were looking around for how other
schools developed clubs, we discovered the
Trout Unlimited Costa 5 Rivers Program
that supports clubs on college campuses.
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The Pisgah TU board of directors recently selected board
member Robert Dye as Pisgah TU’s Youth Education
Coordinator. Robert will guide our chapter’s expanding efforts
to reach and challenge a new generation of conservationists
to become involved in Pisgah TU and its work in western
North Carolina — and wherever their lives may lead them.
Robert brings incredible energy, compassion and
commitment to this important role, and we’re grateful to him
for accepting the challenge of building a strong program to
engage, educate and support our young people.

As part of my research into how to start a club at the
college, I got in touch with then-chapter president
Mike Mihalas, who was extremely helpful and in
turn put me in touch with Franklin Tate, the TU
Headwaters Youth Program Director. It turns out
the national office is in Asheville, so it wasn't hard
to get Franklin and Tara Granke, the Youth Program
Coordinator, to join Mike and me for lunch in
Brevard.
At that meeting I was focused on starting a club at
the college, but I also learned about the other youth
programs TU offers. Now that I have accepted the
role as Pisgah TU’s Youth Education Coordinator, I
am looking forward to having a much closer look at
other TU youth programs as I design our own.
Of particularly interest to me is "Summer on the Fly"
a program that supports fly fishing and cold water
conservation/education at summer camps. We
have many outstanding summer camps in the area
and I think we have a good chance at forming some
meaningful relationships there.
I would encourage the chapter membership to have a
look at the TU Headwaters Youth Programs web page,
check out the offerings, and get in touch with me if
they see an opportunity or would like to contribute in
some way. It will take time and energy, but if we work
together I know we can build a youth program that
will serve our outstanding young people for years to
come, and of which we can all be justifiably proud.
Robert Dye, Associate Professor
Wilderness Leadership and Experiential Education
Brevard College
Youth Education Coordinator
Pisgah TU
Spring 2018
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Pass on your love of
fishing and the outdoors to

Girl Scouts!
S

TREAM Girls is an outdoor program
developed by Trout Unlimited for
the Girl Scouts. It’s a fun-filled weekend
event that includes fly tying, casting, and
learning all about a stream. This watershed
experience employs STEM-education
(science, technology, engineering, math)
plus recreation and arts to explore a local
stream. Girl Scouts visit a local stream
and have the opportunity to observe it as
scientists, anglers, and artists. Girls build
confidence in fly fishing and become
stewards of their water resources!
The third annual STREAM Girls in the
southeast is happening this spring with
Pisgah TU taking the lead. Over the
course of multiple sessions on a weekend,
TU National staff along with Pisgah TU
volunteers will lead the Girl Scouts in
observing a stream, collecting flow data,
sampling macroinvertebrates (aka aquatic
bugs), fly tying, and fly casting. Each day
also gives the girls time to explore the
natural area and record their thoughts and
observations in their handbooks.
WHAT:	STREAM Girls, a TU youth
education event

WHEN:	Saturday April 14 & Sunday April 15
WHERE:	Camp Wabak in Marietta, SC
(32 miles from Brevard)
WHO:	TU Volunteers needed to work with
12 scouts and their troop leaders.
WHY:	Engage young girls and women in
watershed education and fly fishing
so that they may become the future
stewards of our country’s rivers and
value TU’s mission.

If you volunteer you are required by TU
and the Girl Scouts to pass a background
check. This is done easily online and the
check lasts for three years through the Girl
Scouts! The middle-school aged scouts are
supervised 100% of the time by Girl Scouts
staff and their troop leaders.

Volunteers just need to show up with
smiling faces, ready to have a good time, and
prepared to help with their chosen volunteer
role. TU National along with Pisgah TU
will provide all necessary equipment and
guidance. Please see below for volunteering
opportunities and the fun roles you can
fill. You can choose to spend the whole
weekend to help out through the entirety
of the program, or come for just one of the
activities.
Contact Tara Granke, TU National Youth
Coordinator, at tgranke@tu.org or
828-575-6132 with questions and visit
https://pisgahTU.org/STREAM to sign up!

Volunteering on Saturday April 14
• Afternoon/Evening: Fly casting, evening
fishing on pond — 2 to 4 volunteers
needed.

Volunteering on Sunday April 15
• Morning: Aquatic bug sampling —
volunteers optional, good training
opportunity.
• Morning to afternoon: Fly tying — Up to 6
volunteers to assist Mike Mihalas (leader).
• Afternoon: Fly fishing on the pond — 4 to 6
volunteers to assist girls with fishing.
Spring 2018
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RIVERC
Y O U T H

Goals For Campers
1. T o leave with a
lasting appreciation of the
importance of preserving and
protecting our environment.
2. T o become committed as an
active participant in efforts to
ensure clean water and habitat
for generations to come.
3. T o learn about fly fishing, get
outside, make friends and have
a great time at camp.

R

ivercourse is a high quality camping
experience for boys and girls between the
ages of 13 and 15 years old and takes place in
the heart of the Appalachian Mountains near
Canton, N.C.

Spring 2018

Rivercourse is a “progressive” camp. Campers
start off learning the basics of equipment,
casting, and getting into the team mentality.

This pristine setting includes a section of
the West Fork of the Pigeon River, which is
privately owned and stocked with trout for the
use of the camp.
Established in 2002, the Rivercourse Coldwater
Conservation & Fly Fishing Youth Camp is
sponsored by the North Carolina State Council
of Trout Unlimited and emphasizes Trout
Unlimited’s Mission — the conservation,
restoration and preservation of coldwater fisheries
and their watersheds — while teaching campers the
basics of fly fishing, a sport for a lifetime.
Campers receive instruction from a staff of
dedicated volunteers, including members of
Trout Unlimited, the N.C. Wildlife Resources
Commission, the Forest Service and the
U.S. Park Service in specialized areas such as
herpetology (amphibians), geology, entomology
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(insects), botany, wetlands ecology, stream
restoration techniques and environmental policy.

Then the kids get to stock the river with trout on
Sunday night.
Starting Monday morning campers alternate
fishing and tying flies and share numerous
experiences and lessons throughout the day.
One of the favorite sessions is the raptor lesson.

COURSE
C A M P

What’s a Ghillie?

Campers actually get a chance to release a raptor
and then catch it on its return flight!
New to the camp last year was a role-reversal
session, where campers became ghillies and
staff became learners, so campers could show

morning session. Of course, anyone is welcome
to participate and watch how things are done
throughout the day. If you’d like to drop by,
you will need to be escorted around with a staff
member.

A ghillie is a person who acts as
a helper on a fishing, fly fishing or
other expedition.

If you’re interested in — we’ll call it “ghillying” —
send an email to nctu.rivercourse@gmail.com.
Camper lodging is fully chaperoned in wellappointed cottages at Lake Logan Center,
with three delicious meals served daily in a
beautiful dining room setting.
The Rivercourse 2018 camp will take place
June 17th - 22nd, 2018.

the grilles how much they’d learned. It was so
popular and so much fun we’ve decided to make
it a regular part of our camps from now on.
Rivercourse usually has enough ghillies on hand
at the night time fishing, but can always use
some staff members or even extra ghillies in the

If you’re a young person between the ages of 13
and 15 and want to spend a great time outdoors,
make new friends and learn something new,
check out Rivercourse and get signed up today!
Web — http://www.rivercourse.org
Email — nctu.rivercourse@gmail.com
We’ll see you in Canton on June 17!
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BREVARD COLLEGE
F LY F I S H I N G C L U B
HOSTS CASTING
DEMO
By Robert Dye
Fly Fishing Club Advisor

T

he Brevard College Fly
Fishing Club hosted a free
casting demo on the college
campus at Kings’ Creek on
Wednesday, February 14 —
Valentine’s Day. (As far as we
know, no one met their casting
soul mate but time will tell.)
Expert club members Chad and Lucas ran the show with Ken Hardwick and Sara Jerome from
Pisgah TU pitching in to help; getting acquainted with the club members and sharing some
stories, casting tips and information about coldwaater conservation efforts here in western
North Carolina.
A few accomplished casters showed up and Ken spent a bit of time with them cleaning up
their game, but what he really seemed to love was working with the three students who showed
up and had never had a rod in their hands. Ken had them all casting and they were pretty
excited about it.
One young woman stood in one spot and cast for an hour working with Ken and it was amazing
how tight her loops were. Sara brought a handful of rods with her and spend time working with
students and chatting about local fishing spots and TU.
We had a great time!
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SAN JUAN / ANIMAS RIVE

Trip Repo
By Tom Thomas

42
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ER

ort

I

flew in to Durango, Colorado to visit my hunting and fishing buddy, Ron.

From there the we drove down to Hereford, Texas for four days of goose and duck
hunting. We shot Canada and snow geese plus 5 varieties of ducks, all over decoys.
That’s how it started, but I’m not sure most of you care about that.
On the return to Durango, we had 2 days of fishing booked with Animas River
Outfitters, located in Durango. We wanted to catch fish plus introduce Ron to local
waters. I’m pretty sure some of you will care about that, so here’s the skinny.

Day 1
We floated the quality section of the San Juan from the Texas Hole to the first pull
out, about 3-1/2 miles. As usual we spent an hour or so in the Texas hole. Very
interesting currents. We started
fishing with a 2 nymph rig
under an indicator. A small
black maribou nymph on top
with a midge underneath.
Started picking up 12" fish.
Shortly a midge hatch started
with tons of risers. We switched
to dries with a caddies (around
an 18) and tiny griffin gnat on
the bottom. Probably caught a
dozen or so each before they
stopped. We finished out the
float with the double nymph
rig and lots of fish. Mostly
rainbows and a couple of
browns. No huge trout, mostly
12" to 16" range.
Amazing thing was only one
other boat and they stayed in
the Texas Hole. Last year when I
fished it there were probably 15
boats just working the hole.

Day 2
We waded the Animas river that flows through Durango. We fished double nymph rigs,
caddies on top and midge on bottom. Again lots of scrappy fish. Hung one trophy
rainbow but did not land him. Although we fished on a private ranch there is lots
public access.
Durango is an hour from the San Juan river, and has a good airport, restaurants and
several places to stay; plus there are a couple of fly shops, including Animas River
Outfitters. At the San Juan, there are a few shops and places to stay but not much
variety for restaurants.
We caught lots of 12 to 15” fish and a few larger. Nor real monsters, though. We got to
enjoy some reall nice dry fly action on the San Juan.
If you go, fish tiny flies, watch for extremely subtle takes and be ready to have tons of
fun.
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GEAR REVIE
STRIKE INDICATOR
T
here are lots of arguments for and against using strike indicators of any kind.
If you recoil in horror at the thought and insist “bobbers” are for the great
unwashed masses, you might want to skip ahead. But for the vast majority of us,
strike indicators have become an essential part of our on-water arsenal.

There are several popular choices that have been around for a while: yarn, putty,
pinch-on foam, corks and twist-ons. The popular “Thingamabobber” hit the
market a few years ago and has gone through at least one design change, which we’ll
detail momentarily.
Whatever the type, the purpose of each indicator is the same: to make presentation
and strike detection easier and to help put more fish in the net. In this article, we
review three models of indicators and attempt to give you an unvarnished assessment
of the strengths and drawbacks of each.

The “Thingamabobber”

The aptly-named “Thingamabobber” is
just what it sounds like – a big floating
sphere (like a balloon) that attaches to
your fly line. They’re available in a variety
of sizes (from 1/2” to 1 ¼”) and a variety
of colors (white, orange, yellow, red).
You can buy them in bulk from a jug on
the flyshop’s counter, or save a little by
buying a package of 4 or 5.
The thingamabobber has an attachment
tab containing a metal eye ring. You
attach it by forming a loop in your leader,
sliding the loop through the eye, then
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pulling the loop all the way back around
the sphere. This theoretically locking the
indicator in place.
If you’re going to use them, you should
note that the eyelet has a “flush” side and
an “extended” side. You insert the line
through the “flush” side to get the best
grip on your leader, at least according to
the people at Thingamabobber, Inc.
The ½” and ¾” Thingamabobbers are
also available with a doohickey they call
a “jam stop.” If you’ve fished with any of

EW
S

the older Styrofoam indicators that were
secured by shoving part of a toothpick
down into them, that’s basically what
the jam stop does — albeit a little neater
arrangement.
The Good: The Thingamabobber does
float. You could probably hang a sinker
the size of your thumb under the big one
if you were so inclined, so no problem
there. In high, fast, muddy water
conditions you can count on it to dangle
your fly in the water without being pulled
under.

The Mixed: The Thingamabobber’s big
round shape makes easy to see, great for
you but not so great in clear water, where
selective fish may take one look up at it
from below and vamoose. There’s even
a glow-in-the-dark version, in case you
want to flyfish in the dark. Which can be
productive, but cuts into your drinkin’
time on fishing trips.

size combination. That’s probably why
they introduced the “jamstop” feature.
However, the little doohickey doesn’t
always stay put in the hole unless, again,
you happen to hit on just the right size
combo — so your indicator winds up
sliding around anyway — at least until
the little doohickey gets tied in a knot it
caused in your leader.

The Bad: It’s hard to get a
Thingamabobber to stay put, unless
you hit on exactly the once-in0-ablue-moon perfect leader/indicator

The Downright Ugly: If you attach them with
a loop, the Thingamabobber will leave
a hideous u-shaped kink in your leader
that won’t come out, not ever. If you catch
Spring 2018

45

a few larger fish, the leader tends to eat
into the plastic connection tab, chewing
up the leader and making the indicator
almost impossible to move.

above or below the leader, but I suspect it
doesn’t matter and that it’s there only to
provide a tighter grip on the leader while
helping protect it from abrasion damage.

Between that and the Thingmabobber’s
amazing (patented?) ability to tie itself
in a 4,000 twist over and under knot if
you come off a fish or dislodge your fly
from an obstacle, you’re forced to cut
your leader to get the thing off, then
completely re-rig. Sometimes they seem
to happen for no reason at all except
meanness. (As a result I suspect there
have been many times late in the day
when an angler has tried to move the
Thingamabobber up or down only to find
one of these knots holding it securely in
place, said “screw it” and just fished it ais or went home.)

The Good: Like the Thingamabobber,
Airlock indicators float like crazy and
are great for high, fast muddy water
conditions. They are a cinch to move
up and down. Just loosen the jam-nut
slightly and slide to the appropriate
depth. They are also easy to remove — just
unscrew the jam-nut and take it off.

Price: about $1.25-$1.75 each

Airlock Indicators

Airflo’s Airlock Indicators share the
Thingamabobber’s basic design structure.
They are essentially a large sealed plastic
“balloon” with an attachment point. They
come in assorted sizes ( ½” to 1”) and
a variety of colors (wite, orange, clear,
pink, yellow).
Like the Thingamabobber, Airlock
indicators are available in bulk so you can
grab a handful or take the time to pick
out exactly what you want, or in multiple
packages at a small discount per unit.
The Airlock’s leader attachment point is
an embedded plastic split-screw post with
an o-ring and plastic jam-nut. To attach
it to your leader, you remove the jam
nut and slip your leader into the slit in
the plastic bolt, then replace the nut and
tighten it down.
There doesn’t seem to be a consensus
as to whether the o-ring is best placed
46
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Since they rely on a straight-line
connection to your leader (in place of a
loop) they tend to not kink your leader
when removed, and they also do not
tie themselves in insoluble knots as the
Thingmabobbers tend to do from time to
time.
The Mixed: The Airlock Indicator’s big
round shape makes is easy to pick out on
the water, for you and for the fish – so
be aware that in gin-clear water you may
send spooky, pressured trout heading for
the next county over.

New Zealand Indicator

The New Zealand indicator has been
around in one style or another pretty
much forever, but the whole “system”
is a relatively new deal. Unlike other
indicators, this one is meant to be “built”
in place on the leader.
The indicator itself is simple — a piece of
yarn cut to the desired length according
to applications and conditions, then
held in place by a short plastic sleeve.
The “system” includes a handy tool for
storing the sleeves, slipping a sleeve onto
a looped leader and for slipping it off the
leader for reuse when you want to remove
the indicator.

The cost is higher than the
Thingmabobber and some other options,
but if it saves a tapered leader from
destruction it doesn’t take long to justify
an extra quarter or two. Plus, because of
the attachment type they don’t get cut by
repeated use, and last longer.
The Bad: The jam-nut and o-ring are not
attached, and are very easy to drop into
the water when you’re putting one on or
taking one off. Without both of them, the
thing is worthless. This is particularly a
challenge if your hands are arthritic, cold
or both.
It’s possible that the post is a standard
size and replacements could be found at a
hardware store, but I haven’t investigated
that. I’ve often thought about conducting
a test to attach the o-ring to the base with
a dab of z-ment because it doesn’t really
need to come off, but haven’t gotten
around to trying.

To use it, you form a loop in your leader
and keep it pinched together. The tool
has a “hook” at the end. You grab the
loop with the hook and pull it snug, then
using that thumbnail,slide one of the
plastic sleeves over the loop and back a
few inches. Now you have a loop, the size
of which is determined by the sliding
sleeve.

Cost: about $2 to $2.75 each
Next, you take a pinch of indicator wool
and insert it into the loop, with the

exactly the right amount to secure the
indicator in place and float your nymphs.
It’s easy to add and subtract yarn if you
miscalculate, but some type of gauge or
system to get the right amount just every
time would be nice.
The yarn is not inherently waterproof,
so you will need to carry some Mucelin
or other greasy treatment to help it stay
afloat. Powders and liquids don’t seem to
work as well.

leader roughly in the middle of the pinch
of wool. Lightly snug up the plastic sleeve
against the base of the wool, then pull
both sides of the leader to pull the wool
into the plastic sleeve and seat it in place.

doesn’t use Styrofoam and just a very tiny
chunk of plastic to secure the indicator,
it’s friendly to the environment. If you
drop some wool, you won’t feel compelled
to go scurrying down the stream after it.
This rig is ULTRA-sensitive. You’ll see
strikes you’ve never seen before because
the yarn gives directional indication on
the 180% vertical and 360% horizontal
axes.

Dab it with a little bit of Mucelin for
waterproofing and you’re all set. If it
starts to sink after a while, shake the water
out and apply a little more.
By grabbing the wool firmly, you can slide
the indicator up and down on your leader
to set depth. When it’s time to take it off,
form the same kind of loop and slide the
plastic sleeve back onto it, then remove
and store the wool for re-use. Grab that
tool again, hook the end of the leader and
slide the plastic sleeve back onto the tool.
The sleeves will eventually stretch and
wear out, but you can get several uses out
of each.
This all sounds harder than it is, but you
should practice at home over a beverage
of your choice.
The Good: Done right and with time, this
is just about the least expensive and most
efficient indicator out there. Since it

It’s great for spooky fish in clear water
because it looks like organic debris
floating on the surface, and you can easily
change yarn color to fit changing lighting
and sighting conditions.
The indicator casts like a large dry fly,
and lands gently on the water. Does not
“pop” when lifting to recast even if you’re
a little sloppy.
Supplies last a really long time so for
cheapskates like me, this is a winner.
The basic kit comes with tubing and an
assortment of yarn. While the natural
inclination is to pick up extra, it will last
longer than you think. Unless you live
a light-year or so from the fly shop, I
recommend that you not go crazy with
extras. The tubing included with the kit
plus a variety pack of wool will likely last
you the whole summer.
The Mixed: You adjust the floating
characteristics of the indicator by varying
the size of the wool component. That’s
great because it’s infinitely flexible –
but it’s also a little tricky to figure out

You’ll need to cut the replacement tubing
to length. This takes scissors, and isn’t
easily done with nippers or a pocket
knife. Make sure before you go out that
you have at least a half-dozen sleeves on
the tool ready for installation.
The Bad: If you’re fond of janky flies like
the mop and big fat gaudy streamers,
you may find the New Zealand system
isn’t up to the task, particularly in fast,
deep or rough water. I always carry a
few conventional indicators in case I get
the hankering to fish that type of water.
(Note: if you like fishing smaller jank like
squirmies, this thing is the business.)
If you try to use too much wool, the
plastic sleeve won’t seat up. If you don’t
use enough, it won’t stay put either. This
was also under “mixed”, but it bears
repeating that this is not a system you just
snap on and go – it takes a little practice
and experience to become proficient.
Price: $17 for the basic system, $8 for
replacement wool, $8 for replacement
tubing.
Our pick for most applications would be
the New Zealand system, backstopped by
a couple of sizes and colors of Airlock
Indicators for certain conditions. You’ll
want a coiled lanyard to attach the New
Zealand tool to your vest or bag, and a
small ziplock to keep the yarn and extra
tubing together, plus store those Airlock
indicators.
We realize there are a number of other
choices — tippers, palsa indicators and
the like — that may be your personal
favorites. You’re invited to review and
compare those as well and we’ll publish
your own findings and sentiments in an
upcoming issue.
Spring 2018
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TRANSITIONS
Welcome, New Members!

P

isgah TU continues to grow, and it’s been a while since
we’ve posted a list of our new members. When you see an
unfamiliar face at a chapter meeting, make it a point to go out
of your way to say hello, introduce yourself and shake hands.
If you’re new to Pisgah TU, welcome! If you have questions
about anything at all please feel free to ask any of our board
members, program coordinators or just drop a line to info@
pisgahTU.org. We hope you’ll attend chapter meetings and get
involved in some of our programs and activities.
Our chapter has more than 400 members and we look
forward to getting to know you and finding out what you are
most interested in as a conservationist and angler. If you have
an idea for a chapter event or project and the willingness to
help make it happen, we’d love to hear about it!
You’ll find we’re a pretty friendly bunch, and we’ll be happy
to help you get involved!

Transfers In (Last 90 Days)
Charlee Cramer
Larry Nelson

Directors & Officers

Name

Email

President

Sara Jerome

jeromesa67@gmail.com

Vice President
Treasurer

Jim Rumbough

jimrumbough@gmail.com

Secretary

Kevin Germann

kgermann@hotmail.com

Past President

Mike Mihalas

mike@mihalas.com

Director

Ed Shearin

ed.shearin@gmail.com

Director

Carole Deddy

carolededdy@gmail.com

Director

Charles Crolley

charles@coldriverstudio.org

Director

Robert Dye

dyerw@brevard.edu

Director

Kevin Henebry

jkhenebry@hotmail.com

Director

Tim Schubmehl

schub444@gmail.com

Director

Dakota Chapman

chap.dakota@gmail.com

Director

Zoe Mihalas

zoe@mihalas.com

Director

Ken Hardwick

pisgahontherise@gmail.com

Director

Linda Payoski

lindasparadise@aol.com

Director

Chris Franzen

franzen@headwatersoutfitters.com

Director

Andrew Blythe

andrewgblythe@gmail.com

ENDOWMENT

New Members (Since July, 2017)
Ted Bartels
Dakota Chapman
Kathryn Clark
John Dunbar
Fred Durand
Joseph Fields
Arthur Fischer
Keith Friesen
David Gerhardt
Patrice German
Mike Gevers
Robert Irwin
Stephen Jones

Stephen Land
Khoi Le
Timothy Morris
Graham Patterson
Jason Pereira
Danny Peña
Ronald Phillips
Marlin Sanders
Simm Schlegel
Dean Shumway
Gabe Spencer
Richard Warwick
Charles Willis

The Pisgah Chapter of Trout Unlimited meets the second
Thursday of every month except December, July and August
in the DFR Room. The DFR room is located downstairs at
36 E. Main Street in downtown Brevard, and the meeting
begins at 7 p.m.
You’re encouraged to arrive early for some social time
(lying practice), first dibs on the best baked goods in 3
counties courtesy of Ardie Bender, and a cold beverage
before the meeting.
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Member

Kiki Matthews

kikimatthews@bellsouth.net

Member

Skip Sheldon

shelhalla@bellsouth.net

President

Sara Jerome

jeromesa67@gmail.com

Treasurer

Jim Rumbough

jimrumbough@gmail.com

Financial Reviewer

Carole Deddy

carolededdy@gmail.com

Road Cleanup

Jim Rumbough

jimrumbough@gmail.com

Projects

John Rich

jrich@davidsonflyfishing.com

CONSERVATION

Workday Lead

Tim Schubmehl

schub444@gmail.com

USFS Planning

John Rich

jrich@davidsonflyfishing.com

Pisgah Conservancy

Mike Mihalas

mike@mihalas.com

TIC Coordinator

Ed Shearin

Fly Fishing School

Carole Deddy

carolededdy@gmail.com

Youth

Robert Dye

charles@coldriverstudio.org

PROGRAMS
ed.shearin@gmail.com

Diversity

Sara Jerome

jeromesa67@gmail.com

Arbuckle Award

Kiki Matthews

kikimatthews@bellsouth.net

Communications

Charles Crolley

charles@coldriverstudio.org

Picnic

Sara Jerome

jeromesa67@gmail.com

Outings

Andrew Blythe

andrewgblythe@gmail.com

Outings

Allen Murray

jallenmurray1@gmail.com

Welcome Packets

Dave Bender

trout1944@gmail.com

Cookies

Ardie Bender

trout1944@gmail.com

Green River

Terry Lynch

jntlynch@gmail.com

Little River

Charles Crolley

charles@coldriverstudio.org

STOCKING

STATE COUNCIL
Chair

John Kies

johnkies@bellsouth.net

Vice Chair

Mike Mihalas

mike@mihalas.com

A Thank You To Jim Czarnezki
March 8,
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e’re sad to announce that Jim
Czarnezki, a longtime Pisgah TU
member, board member and chapter
treasurer is moving out of western
North Carolina where he leaves a
legacy of hard work, loyal service and
outstanding leadership.

To conse

rve, prote

ct and re
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SION
ldwater ﬁs
heries an
d their w
at

store co

It was our intention to honor Jim at
our March meeting but life’s circumstances
(moving) prevented him from attending. So we want to say “thank
you” to Jim here, and share a couple of things with you we presented him as small tokens
of our gratitude.

ersheds

in weste

rn North

Carolina

First, we gave him the very first of our engraved Pisgah TU aluminum fly boxes, engraved:
“This fly box is presented to Jim Czarnezki … in grateful recognition of his tireless work to conserve, protect and restore coldwater
fisheries and their watersheds in western North Carolina…with thanks from all of us at Pisgah TU.”
We also presented him a framed letter of thanks, signed by chapter president Sara Jerome.
Jim was very active in Pisgah TU, and was especially good at securing grants and building partnerships with other conservation
organizations. Conservation causes across western North Carolina and Pisgah TU have been blessed and fortunate to count him as a
dear friend, and we wish him every happiness and good thing in his new home.
Spring 2018
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TRANSITIONS
Board of Directors

P

isgah TU board members are
ordinarily elected in the fall at
a general business meeting of our
membership. This year, however, is
extraordinary for the Pisgah TU board.
We've had several members who stepped
aside after determining that their busy
schedules wouldn't let them contribute
the time they believe this important
job deserves, and another whose life
circumstances have prompted a move to
another state.
As a result, the board had several vacancies
to fill so that it can continue to function
effectively. After consulting our bylaws
and discussing the matter fully in open
session, it was determined the correct

and best course of action was for the
board to fill the vacant positions with
qualified candidates who've expressed
both an interest in serving and a strong
commitment to education, conservation,
restoration and preservation.
Pisgah TU is proud to announce the
addition of Dakota Chapman, Zoe
Mihalas and Tim Schubmehl to our
board of directors. The motion to add
them was approved unanimously and
enthusiastically. These new board members
have exhibited the requisite interest and
commitment and possess the kinds of
diverse skills, perspectives and abilities that
will make our board stronger and more
effective.

We Say Farewell To Stu Cohn
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In addition, the resignations have
prompted changes to our slate of officers.
We’d like to announce that X was elected
chapter vice-president at the March
22 meeting of the board, and that Jim
Rumbough was elected treasurer at the
February 22 meeting; he assumed the
duties about two weeks ago.
We are grateful to all who've served
Pisgah TU in any capacity for whatever
term, and want to express our heartfelt
appreciation and thanks to those who dare
to lead. Please join us in extending a warm
welcome and thanks to our new directors
and officers for committing their time and
energy to serve you on our board.

As many of you know, we lost a dear friend and a stalwart supporter and longtime
member of Pisgah TU on January 28th. We remembered Stu in an email to
our chapter when we shared this sad news, but we want to commemorate his
remarkable life and contributions once again here in Snags & Snarls.

Dakota Chapman

Zoe Mihalas

Tim Schubmehl

Jim Rumbough

Stu Cohn
Chapter and Community Leader
Fisherman and Friend

As a volunteer, Stu was involved and active in many facets of
our everyday chapter life: the Davidson River workdays, road
cleanups, and the fly fishing school to list a few among many.

M

He was the driving force and guiding spirit behind the Kids'
Fishing Day, which he hosted yearly at his farm pond in
Zirconia. Many folks remember that Stu stocked the pond
generously at his own expense, supplied
food and prepared the lunches for the
children — again, at his own expense — and
held court as gracious host from his easy
chair on the bank of the pond.

any of us knew and loved Stu Cohn. It was almost
impossible not to. He was the heart and soul of most of
the things that made Pisgah TU the kind of organization we
can all be proud of today.
Stu did so much good for so many, it's
hard to know where to begin.
If you Google "Stu Cohn
Hendersonville" you'll see page after page
of results, all describing the quiet service
and many contributions he made without
fanfare to so many groups and causes
here in western North Carolina, reaching
countless thousands of lives, raising
people up, caring for the environment
and changing everyone and everything he
touched for the better.
Stu served faithfully on the board of
Pisgah TU for many years. While his busy schedule kept him
from holding "office", he led in every other conceivable way.
His wisdom and guidance were essential to the development of
the Pisgah TU endowment; which, thanks to that leadership, is
healthy and growing today.
He was, as past-president Kiki Matthews put it so well: "a warm
and welcome presence at our chapter meetings, whose heartfelt
and enthusiastic support still resonate deeply.”

Stu was an avid and accomplished
fisherman, as well. One of his great loves
was fishing at the Soaring Eagle Lodge on
the San Juan River. He started the chapter’s
trips there and went on them eight times.
His last trip was in September 2016 when
he was 92 years old.
Goodbye, Stu. We wish you fair weather,
easy wading, clear waters, plenty of room
for your backcast and tight lines. Thanks for everything.
Stu Cohn
August 1, 1924 - January 28, 2018
Even after all this time the Sun never says to the Earth: "You
owe me.”
Look what happens with a love like that.
It lights up the whole sky.
Spring 2018
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By Dave Bender

T

The Autumn 2017 issue of Fly Tyer Magazine
included an article by Hans van Klinken titled
"Dance of the Giants". The article has to do with
making flies using small glass teardrop or drop
beads.
Well, I liked the looks of these flies so much
that I was motivated to purchase several colors
of these beads through Amazon.com and start
experimenting. The primary fly outlined here is
basically a Pheasant Tail nymph which utilizes a
teardrop bead in the thorax, pheasant tail fibers for
the body and tail, UV dubbing for the thorax and
CDC for the hackle.

Here is my tying process:

 Start by placing a bead on the hook and the hook in the vise.

 Start y

the th

I've made several variations using different body,
tail and thorax materials. I've also tied a bunch
of flies lately utilizing various color beads with
CDC for the soft hackle component. Hen hackle,
partridge hackle, pheasant body feathers also work
well.
The teardrop-bead offers a unique look and I
look forward to playing around with other new
combinations as I see how these fish.

 Use a small gold wire to reinforce the PT body. Tie in the wire behind the bead  Clip se
and wrap back to just above the barb.

the top of
form the b

I've made several using caribou tailing, body and
leg material. I've even tied some with rubber legs.
It's basically katy-bar-the-door and anything goes.
Just play around and whatever you do, have fun
experimenting.
Drop beads from Amazon
• Bead type: 08/0 drop bead
• Appromimate bead size: 3.4mm
• Hook sizes: 12-18

Color

Amazon Link / Product Number

Clear

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B005OSI4PQ/

Amber

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B006HTAH6K

Olive

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B006HT3CL2

Red

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B006HLXXN2

 Counter-wrap the gold wire forward to reinforce the PT body, making about 4

 Add a

 A t this point you can build a head, whip finish, clip the thread and add a drop

 The fin

or 5 turns ending just behind the bead. Secure and clip the wire at this point.

of head cement if you like.
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behind

your thread behind the hook eye and build a nice thread base/platform in
horax area

 Secure the bead by building a thread dam in front of and behind the bead and

everal long fibers from a pheasant tail and align the tips. Secure them to
f the hook to form the tail. Do not clip the excess as it will be used to
body.

 Pheasant tail fibers are delicate, especially at the tie in point. Using a light hand

a small amount of dubbing of your choice and build up a small thorax
d the bead.



several X wraps to secure the bead to the top of the hook stopping with the
thread behind the bead.

twist the fibers together and wrap forward to just behind the bead. Tie off and
secure the butt ends and clip any excess.

 DC is used for the legs. Split the tying thread or form a standard dubbing
C
loop, inter CDC and wrap the legs making one wrap behind the bead and
several between the bead and the hook eye.

nished Product.
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TYING

101
M

ost of us remember the times
we walked into a shop to buy
our first rounds of fly fishing gear.
The selection of products can be
overwhelming. The fly tying section
is even worse — thousands of kinds
of feathers, threads, little this-andthats. Getting started tying flies is
intimidating, but it doesn‘t have to be.
So in every edition of Snags & Snarls
we’ll have a “basics” column for tying
novices, where we give you some
essential information, and maybe
answer a question or two as we share
basic patterns and new techniques
with you.
The key is in learning to tie a few
basic, essential flies and getting the
right tools and materials to tie them.
As you learn the ropes and gain skill
and confidence to branch out and
try other patters, you’ll discover what
those other materials and doo-dads
are for, and you can decide whether to
add them to your bench. You‘ll also
learn what you have to have and what
you can do without.
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To get started tying, we recommend just a few flies — and
these are pretty much in the order you should learn to tie
them: zebra midges, San Juan worms, WD-40s, wooly
buggers, pheasant tails, hare’s ears, elk hair caddis and
parachute Adams.
These work well in the waters of western North Carolina
and pretty much anywhere else, and they’ll help you learn
the basic skills you’ll need to dive into whatever else strikes
your interest — like Dave’s fantastic pattern in this issue.

Basic Tools You Need
A tying vise. The vise is the most expensive single part of
getting started, and a bad one can make tying harder. As
a great starting point, we recommend the Terra Rotating
Spring Action vise from WAPSI. It’s less than $40 and is
a snap to set up, load and use.
A set of basic tying tools: ceramic bobbin, sharp tying
scissors, bodkin, whip finish tool, hair stacker, hackle
pliers. You can get them all in a kit from Dr. Slick for
around $50.
You’ll wind up adding to, replacing and upgrading your
tools and vise but this is a great basic starter set you can pick
up without having to raid every piggy bank in the house.
You’ll find other things will help you out a lot, too. A
Renzetti tool caddy ($25) is a great way to keep your tools and
other things organized and at your fingertips. A set of 3.25x
“cheaters” from the drug store ($6) and a craft/hobby lamp
like an Ott-Lite ($40) will save you some eye strain.

Basic Supplies List

Photo courtesy of Heath Cartee

• 6/0 (140 denier) and 8/0 (70 denier) thread in
black, white, olive, brown and red
• pheasant tail feathers
• strung marabou (black, olive)
• dubbing assortment box (brown, gray, yellow, olive,
orange)
• fine chenille (white, red, pink)
• medium chenille (black, olive)
• black wooly bugger hackle
• half saddle of grizzly hackle
• half saddle of brown hackle
• small and medium UTC copper wire
• small and medium UTC silver wire
• white antron yarn
• tying (head) cement

Tying Tools

Tool Caddy

• beads in 1/16, 3/32,
1/8 and 5/32 sizes
• Dai-Riki 125 size 12-18
hooks
• Dai-Riki 310 size
12-18 hooks
The materials will add
up more quickly than
you think, but you
don’t have to buy
them all at once. If
you want to start by
learning to tie the zebra midge all you’ll need is
the Dai-Riki hooks in size 16-18, black 8/0 (70
denier) thread, and 1/16” beads.

Next Steps
Once you get your tools and
supplies here are links to videos
by Tim Flagler, an expert tying
instructor, to help you get
started tying the zebra midge.
We encourage you to check out
tying videos for each of the flies
we mentioned above, then determine
what you want to tackle and pick up the
supplies you need.
There are a number of very helpful
videos on the internet to help you get started and answer
questions you may have, and you‘ll find a number of
them right here. The tutorials are simple, easy to follow,
and flies actually catch fish.
Plus, you attend one of our local fly tying events or you
can find somebody at one of our meetings who will show
you a few tips and techniques in exchange for a beverage.
If you'd like to learn the completely WRONG way to do
it, check out this hilarious video!
Tying is an excellent way to spend those days when you
can’t hit the water, and even the most fumble-fingered
and inept of us can turn out something decent with just a
little practice.
And if you fish a lot and plan your supplies out just right
it could possibly save you money in the long run but
unless you’re a guide, I wouldn‘t count on that.

Dubbing

Thread

Wire
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isgah TU will hold its annual
flyfishing school again this year at
Harmon Field in Tryon, North Carolina
on Saturday, April 28, 2018. The school
is offered to beginning anglers and to
those who’d like to learn more about the
basics of the sport of flyfishing.
Attendees will receive a full day of
instruction in a wide range of essential
knowledge and skills including equipment
selection, line systems, casting and line
management, fly selection and stream
tactics, stream etiquette, ethics and safety.
Upon completion of the school, the
attendees will be paired with angling
“mentors” from the chapter for a half-day
on the water practicing what they’ve
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learned as they fish together for trout in
one of our regional, trout-rich streams.
This unique one-onone experience gives the
student a chance to ask
questions, refresh their
knowledge, translate the
classroom learning to real
hands-on experience and enjoy time on
the water with a seasoned fishing partner.
Students also receive a digital version of
the course handbook to keep for further
exploration and future reference. Lunch
is provided.
The only requirements for participation
are a willingness to learn and weatherappropriate clothing; although students
may opt to bring a pair of shoes or boots
to wade in if they’d like to get in the
water, and their own rods and reels if they
have them.

Pisgah TU’s Flyfishing School is run by
chapter members and volunteers. Cost
for the class is $150 for
adults, $100 for students.
All proceeds go to fund
Pisgah TU’s ongoing
conservation efforts in
western North Carolina.
For more information, visit https://
pisgahTU.org/ffSchool or contact school
coordinator Carole Deddy (carolededdy@
gmail.com).

Agenda:
• Welcome and Introduction
• The Essential Gear and the Fun Stuff
•H
 ow To Set Up Your Fly Line For Fishing
• Fly Selection and Stream Tactics
• Casting Clinic, Techniques and Tips
• Fly Tying 101
Spring 2018
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AN IMPRUDENT HO
by Heath Cartee
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I

once knew a dog. He wasn’t of superior
breeding or even more than just a
mutt, but he was a good dog, and went by
the name of Prince. He lived next door
and spent most of his days lolling about
in the shade.
Prince was never aggressive toward any
of the kids in the neighborhood and
he was friendly with other dogs. He
was courteous to delivery drivers and
mail carriers, and wagged his tail while
approaching a friendly stranger — no
doubt hoping for a treat or a pat on the
head.
Each afternoon I would see him lounging
in his yard, waiting patiently for my
neighbor to return from work . Long
before I could hear the engine of the old
blue Ford pickup turning onto our drive
and climbing the hill toward the house
Prince would jump to attention, ears
up and tail wagging, to greet his master
in a frenzied moment of reunion every
afternoon, like it had been 20 years since
work and life had torn them apart.
Prince would follow his best friend
around the yard and in and out of the
house until sunset, when they would both
retire to — I supposed — a couch and a
fireplace, to share dinner and watch a
football game.
So while Prince didn’t come from
aristocratic stock or a documented blood
line, he was a royal dog and lived in the
luxury, care and splendor that a stray or
working dog could only dream of.

Photo courtesy of Brandon Apodaca

We were living in the small town of Fair
Chase, South Carolina at the time and
my mother had taken to raising chickens.
The chickens she kept were free range,
or at least as free range as neighborhood
chickens could be, and they wandered our
few acres and down to a tract of woods
behind the house.
My mother felt that chickens fattened on
sow bugs, earth worms and harvestmen
were better-tasting and better for you
than those kept penned up and raised on
feed. So she kept them in a fenced coop
at night but would let them out during
the day to roam and peck at the ground
and woodpiles.

On occasion, a wayward rooster or
hen would attract Prince’s attention
whereupon some clucking, flapping and
a short chase would ensue; after which
before Prince would give up and return to
his comfortable spot in the shade and his
trusty food dish.
For Prince, I suppose it wasn’t about
killing and eating a chicken. It was just in
his nature to go after them and anyway,
his belly was always more than full of
high-end dog food, the kind with the
extra fat and protein for a hunting or
working dog that suburban people feed
their lazy pets, and whatever table-scraps
he could beg.
So there was no need for Prince to
chase and subdue a meal of raw chicken,
especially when it involved being out in
the open under a blazing sun.
One morning I was, as usual, sent out
to open the coop so the chickens could
roam. Except this time when I got to
the pen I was greeted by a gruesome,
if not quite comical, scene of blood,
feathers, legs, heads, wings, beaks and
dismembered, dead and dying chickens.
There was chicken everywhere. It looked
as if someone had thrown a hand grenade
into the coop.
Sprawled in the middle of it all and
panting heavily lay Prince, exhausted but
very satisfied with his night’s work.
He had managed to exploit a flaw in the
construction of the coop and tunnel
under to take advantage of the captive
and helpless birds. I was shocked, not
so much by the blood and guts and gore
(because I was old enough by then to have
had killed, plucked, cleaned, cooked and
eaten many a “free range” chicken) but by
the fact that Prince had damn near killed
himself killing chickens.
And had not eaten a single one.
Maybe this had been pent up in him for
years. Maybe he had been domesticated
to a point of ruin, and while the wolf still
lived in the heart, its wildness had been
subdued long ago by jerky treats, leftover
dinner plates, and chew toys.
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He should have been somewhere around
his prime but the cushy dog’s life had left
him a languorous shadow of the roaming
predator he imagined himself in dreams,
while twitching and barking during his
mid-day naps in the shade.
My neighbor felt pretty bad about the
chickens, and even though
my mother initially turned
down his offer to buy her
new ones, he insisted and
so was permitted to replace
the murdered fowl.

Prince would still lie about, greet his
master, play with and be petted by the
folks in the neighborhood and generally
lived out the remainder of a good life,
but he never looked me in the eye again.
He knew and I knew that it was his torpid
existence that had led to his extreme,
murderous and wasteful avarice and that

Prince wasn’t shot, taken
to the pound. He wasn’t
even scolded that I can
remember. In the end,
most of the blame fell on
my dad for the flaw in the
design and construction of
the chicken pen.
But the neighbor fenced in
part of his backyard and Prince was now
restricted to an acre lot, and for the most
part everything went back to normal; for
my parents and the neighbor, the whole
thing was soon forgotten.
60

Spring 2018

off a new season of catch and release
angling, it may be wise to consider the
tale of Prince.
A quick Google search will bring produce
pages of results on hooking mortality of
various species of stocked and wild fish.
You can read all the different articles and
scholarly journals if you
like, but if you will allow
I’ll sum it up here: On
average, when practicing
catch and release fishing
with artificial lures or flies,
you are killing about ten
percent of what you catch.
You can crush barbs and
“keep em wet,” and while
good practice, you probably
aren’t going to change that
number much.
Hooking fish stresses fish,
and stressing fish kills fish.

given the chance he would do it again.
With our Delayed Harvest streams
receiving their first stocking of the year in
the month of March, effectively kicking

Now, don’t take me for someone who is
too deeply concerned with the pain and
stress a fish feels when being hooked. If I
were that worried about how the fish feels

I wouldn’t stab him in the face with a sharp
metal object in the first place. What I am
far more concerned with is the angler
upstream, downstream, or the kid who
shows up tomorrow, or in June when the
season switches over to catch and keep.
Before I get too preachy, let me first issue
the caveat that I am among the greatest
of hypocrites (having enough wisdom
to know what’s right, but lacking the
willpower to do it) in many areas of
life. Self-control has never been a
strength of mine.

am sure neither are you. To avoid this
eventuality the onus of prudence is upon
us, the heaviest users of both our wild and
artificial resources. An old saying on this
matter is that one should “limit their catch
instead of catching their limit,” and this
somehow seems to have been lost when we
all absolved ourselves of the sin of killing
fish, and began to worship at the high
minded church of “catch and release.”

same run tomorrow, or the kid casting
spinners from the bank. Think of how
nice it might be to hit another river for
the rest of the day, one you have been
thinking about but have yet to see.

So when you find yourself on a river one
warm spring day this season, releasing
your 12th, 20th, or even 30th trout from
the weighted nymph rig below a neon
indicator, maybe think of Prince the
imprudent hound.

bank to soak in the sun and breathe the
damp spring air.

Think of all the other waters out there
yet to feel the impact of your wading boot
holding the fish yet to feel the sting of
your hook.

______________________________________________

Maybe tie on a dry fly and enjoy the
challenge of trying to coax one into rising
to the surface, take time to consider the
lily rather gilding it, and spend the rest
of the day among the wildflowers on the

Many times when listening to
discussions of catch and release
ethics I am dumbfounded by how
passionate some folks can be about
the fish. Yes they are important,
but it is almost as if we have forgot
that catch and release is not about
protecting a fish from any and all
harm, but about leaving something
for the next guy.
Catch and release fishing isn’t about
fish, it’s about fishermen. Trout on
Delayed Harvest waters are stocked
there for the sporting enjoyment
of all license holding anglers. And
while feelings run strong in favor
of and opposed to the practice and
there’s certainly room for discussion
about fish husbandry, that’s not my
topic today.
My topic today is self-control.
We as catch and release fisherman
can be guilty from time to time of
thinking of ourself as “leave no
trace” fishermen. That somehow
we with our tiny flies, delicate casts,
gentle releases, and reverence for a
quarry are having little to no impact
on a population. Other times we fully
admit to our impact but brush it off as,
“well somebody is going release to grease
in a few months anyway.” Rarely do we
admit that every fish hooked is a chance
of a fish killed, and every fish killed is one
that someone else will not catch.
I’m sure that William Forster Lloyd could
give us a very easy and simple solution to
this tragedy of our common resource but
I’m no fan of this train of thought, as I

Think of the angler who may fish this

You may find that you have not only
contributed to the experience of your
fellow angler but to your own as well.

Heath is the owner of
PISGAH OUTDOORS, INC.,
a member of Scott Fly Rods pro-staff,
and a resident of the Pisgah area.
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Pisgah TU Chapter Financial Statement as of March 22, 2018

Income from
Membership

Income from
Outside Sources

Conservation
Expenses

Education
Expenses

Outreach
Expenses

Chapter
Operation
Expenses

Investments

Member Donations
Merchandise Sales
Monthly Raffles
Income From Membership
Fly Fishing School
Membership rebates
NC Sales Tax Refund
Special Fundraisers
Special Donations
Member Memorials
NCTU (DRP Benthos)
Embrace a Stream Grant
Orvis Challenge
CAN'd Aid Grant for TIC
Endowment Donations
Surplus Transferred
Income From Others
TOTAL INCOME

PCTU Adopt-A-Highway
Stream Preservation
Davidson River Benthos Study
Davidson River Project
River Project Tools
Cantrell Creek Project
Total Conservation
Fly Fishing School - exp
Kids Fishing School
Kids Fishing Day - exp
NCTU Rivercourse Tuition
Trout in the Classroom
Kids Programs
TU National Youth Program
Total Education
Casting Carolinas
Veterans Programs
Special donations
Arbuckle Fund
Total Outreach
Annual Picnic
Awards & Plaques
Discretionary Fund
Fund Raising Expense(Stripe)
Film Tour Event
Meeting Speaker Exp
Meeting Supplies
Merchandise Purchase
Misc. Printing & Copying
Website monthly fee
Postal expenses
Supplies for Treasurer
Chapter Promotion
Member Memorials
Total Operations
Transfer to Endowment Fund
Transfer to Reserve Fund
Transfer to Savings Account
Total Investments
TOTAL EXPENSES
NET SURPLUS / (DEFICIT)
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2016-2017
Actual
$4,650.00
$0.00
$413.00
$5,063.00
$3,350.00
$165.00
$0.00
$7,449.89
$2,750.00
$0.00

$3,600.00
$0.00
$17,314.89
$22,377.89

2016-2017
Actual
$603.35
$243.04
$10,888.50
$86.46

$11,821.35
$974.88
$0.00
$0.00
$1,190.00
$3,480.25
$0.00
$0.00
$5,645.13
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$504.28
$0.00
$1,117.41
$320.00
$0.00
$159.72
$66.34
$0.00
$789.29
$83.96
$330.00
$12.00
$12.68
$0.00
$3,395.68
$500.00

INCOME

2017-2018
Budget
$4,000.00
$0.00
$400.00
$4,400.00
$3,000.00
$280.00
$0.00
$1,000.00
$19,051.00
$0.00
$6,266.00
$8,000.00
$500.00
$0.00
$0.00
$3,977.62
$42,074.62
$46,474.62

October
$250.00

$350.00

November

$100.00
$100.00

December
$540.00

January
$2,225.00

February

March

$540.00

$2,225.00

$0.00
$755.00

$0.00
$750.00

$10,850.00

$3,883.31

$280.00
$622.00
$21,051.00

$8,000.00

$500.00
$3,977.62
$25,930.62
$26,280.62

$8,000.00
$8,100.00

$10,850.00
$11,390.00

$4,383.31
$6,608.31

$755.00
$755.00

$750.00
$750.00

December

January

February

March

Year-to-Date
$3,015.00
$0.00
$100.00
$3,215.00
$1,505.00
$280.00
$0.00
$622.00
$21,051.00
$0.00
$0.00
$8,000.00
$14,733.31
$0.00
$500.00
$3,977.62
$50,668.93
$53,883.93

EXPENSES

2017-2018
Budget
$200.00
$200.00
$10,888.50
$500.00
$700.00
$14,000.00
$26,488.50
$500.00
$300.00
$0.00
$1,200.00
$800.00
$0.00
$1,000.00
$3,800.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$500.00
$150.00
$800.00
$600.00
$0.00
$200.00
$150.00
$0.00
$100.00
$0.00
$150.00
$100.00
$1,500.00
$0.00
$4,250.00
$9,000.00
$3,000.00

October

November

$41.97

$17.63
$500.00

$96.98

$23.25

$10,850.00
$10,850.00
$11,336.22

$3,883.31
$4,383.31
$4,400.94

$5,000.00
$5,000.00
$5,744.80

$923.25

Year-to-Date
$0.00
$0.00
$1,344.25
$0.00
$105.68
$0.00
$1,449.93
$395.97
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$421.27
$500.00
$1,000.00
$2,317.24
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$400.00
$0.00
$672.43
$88.07
$0.00
$0.00
$96.98
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$26.79
$0.00
$0.00
$1,284.27
$9,500.00
$3,000.00
$27,733.31
$40,233.31
$45,284.75

$53.78

$2,207.37

($4,989.80)

($173.25)

$8,599.18

$444.25

$900.00
$105.68

$0.00

$0.00

$148.18
$500.00

$126.92

$648.18

$0.00

$1,000.00
$1,126.92

$444.25

$0.00

$105.68
$395.97

$900.00

$146.17

$0.00

$0.00

$542.14

$0.00

$0.00
$400.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$32.01

$15.18

$17.63

$672.43
$23.25

$96.98

$26.79

$672.43

$500.00
$21,362.16

$12,000.00
$46,538.50

$0.00
$1,320.61

$432.01
$9,000.00
$3,000.00
$8,000.00
$20,000.00
$21,558.93

$1,015.73

($63.88)

$24,960.01

($13,458.93)

ENDOWMENT

T

he Pisgah Chapter of Trout
Unlimited Endowment Fund was
established by the board in January
2014 and ratified by the Membership
in February 2014. The purpose of the
endowment fund is to enrich the Chapter
and to foster long-term financial stability
by providing a continuing source of funds
for projects, and events that are beyond
the scope and capacity of the operating
budget, or to supplement the operating
budget within certain restrictions.
It also serves to collect and hold gifts
memorializing or honoring members
to provide a lasting tribute to them.
All memorials for deceased chapter
members, donations honoring a member,
bequests, not otherwise designated, and

FUND
any other gifts specifically designated
for the endowment fund are retained
in perpetuity in the endowment fund,
with only earned income available for
distribution. No gifts for restricted uses
will be accepted by the endowment fund.
Income from the endowment fund may
be used for any purpose approved by
the board; however, the intent of the
endowment fund is to supplement the
general operating budget by funding
projects and events beyond its scope.
Earnings can be applied to the general
operating budget if the board feels this
is the best use for them, but it is not
intended that endowment fund earnings
become a regular part of the operating
budget, so this use is discouraged.

In general, the endowment fund is
managed in a conservative manner with
an emphasis on generating earnings
rather than growth of principal.
Recommendations to invest, divest, buy,
sell, exchange and in all other respects
to manage and control the assets of
the endowment fund are made by the
endowment committee and executed by
the chapter treasurer.
All assets in the endowment fund are the
property of the chapter and are held in
separate accounts and not commingled
with other Chapter funds. The
endowment fund is audited or reviewed
at least every two years and always when a
new chapter treasurer is elected.

THE ENDOWMENT FUND COMMITTEE
Mission Statement
The Endowment Committee is charged with the
stewardship of the Endowment Fund of the Pisgah Chapter
of Trout Unlimited (PCTU). This stewardship includes:
the raising, the administration, and the disbursement of
funds given to the chapter for its endowment.

Purpose

Besides income from unrestricted endowed gifts which
would be available to the Board of Directors for the general
needs of the chapter, endowed gifts may be restricted to:
conservation, education, and outreach programs.

Endowment Fund Committee Members
Kiki Matthews
Arnold (Skip) Sheldon
Sara Jerome, Pisgah TU President
Jim Rumbough, Pisgah TU Treasurer

The Endowment Committee provides the leadership for
the management and expansion of endowment, the income
from which is used to make grants for general or restricted
purposes of the chapter.
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About Pisgah TU’s Tax-Exempt Status

P

isgah TU is a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit organization, and as a chapter in good standing is
covered by Trout Unlimited’s group tax exemption. For this reason, Pisgah TU and other
Trout Unlimited chapters do not show up individually in certain record searches for tax-exempt
organizations.
However, each chapter is assigned a unique EIN by the Internal Revenue Service. All donations
made online and paid with a credit card receive an immediate receipt via email indicating the
donation amount, donor name, date received and our tax-exempt information for your tax
purposes.
Except in certain cases or unless specifically requested, we do not send gift receipts via
postal mail.
Copies of the IRS determination of TU’s tax-exempt status and our chapter
letter of good-standing with TU are available on request, as needed for
matching gift programs and other purposes.
The Pisgah Chapter of Trout Unlimited - 034
P.O. Box 2439
Brevard, North Carolina 28712
EIN # 23-718879203
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MAKE A GIFT TO

PISGAH TU
W

e hope you’re enjoying Snags & Snarls. Like
our website and weekly updates, it’s an allvolunteer effort made possible by donations of time
and services by chapter members and their families.
Unfortunately, not everything our chapter does can
be done by volunteers, and some projects require
expensive materials, professional
plans and surveys, tools and other
resources that take money to
provide. Pisgah TU does a great
job of securing conservation grants
and other monies to cover some of
these expenses, but not all of them.
Member gifts pay for everything
from Trout in the Classroom
systems for supplies to the lidded
buckets we use to stock fish.

might surprise you: Pisgah TU receives just $280
per year from TU from about 400 membership
signups and renewals.
For the rest of our financial needs, we rely on
the generosity of our members and the benefits
generated by our Fly Fishing School and the Fly
Fishing Film Tour.
If you’re planning on joining us
for the Fly Fishing Film Tour at
Oskar Blues on May 4, you should
know that the brewery is paying the
cost for the film and providing the
venue at no charge as a service to the
community. Other chapters charge
as much as $20 each for tickets.

You may not have noticed Pisgah
TU postcards and letters asking
for your help in the mail. That’s
because we haven’t sent any, but that doesn’t mean
we don’t need and want your financial support.
Printing and postage cost money we think is better
spent directly on projects, and we think the waste they
create is inconsistent with our conservation message.

So if you’re enjoying this newsletter
and our other communications,
if you appreciate our decision not
to further stress our landfills and
recycling centers with postal mail, if you benefit
from chapter programs like fish stocking and habitat
and access improvements, if you attend chapter
meetings or plan on coming out to the Film Tour
showing, we hope you’ll respond by making a taxdeductible gift directly to Pisgah TU today.

As a TU member, you pay your dues every year and
you may even give additional gifts to TU. Please
continue to do that, as TU provides absolutely vital
support resources to all of the chapters across the
country, and gives us a unified voice to speak to our
government officials.

The money you give to Pisgah TU goes directly to
support conservation efforts and other important
chapter programs right here in western North
Carolina.

You might think local chapters get a big share of
those dues back from TU to fund operations, so this

Please give a gift of any amount by visiting:
https://pisgahTU.org/give
Thank you!
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THE PERILS OF

GETTING STARTED
Charles Crolley

A

bout 12 years or so ago we sold our place in Tulsa,
where we’d lived for nearly a quarter century, and
began a gradual migration eastward, winding up — at
least for the time being — in Brevard.
The Tulsa home was a midtown city house in a genteel
neighborhood. We had a lawn guy named Abel who’d
come over like clockwork every week and do a great
job on our lawn for about $40. No way was I going to
mow, edge, weed-whack and bag nearly a half-acre of
crabgrass for that.
Abel also took care of leaves, spring and fall pickup and
the like for the same low rates – meaning the only real
outdoor responsibility I had was trimming the boxwood
hedge.
I bought a good electric hedge trimmer and it held up
its end of the bargain, chewing happily through the
boxwoods and only God-knows-how-many extension
cords, which I discarded only when they got to be little
more than a few bits of wire, held together somewhat
dubiously by copious amounts of electrical tape.
Gradually my power equipment fell into disuse and
disrepair and was discarded, donated or sold at one of
the semi-annual neighborhood garage sale melees.
One day in the early spring, Suzanne and I got the idea
to put the place on the market for our “can’t turn it
down” price, and it sold within a week. So we had to
scramble to find our next place — renting was out of the
question as at the time we had a cat, two dogs and two
very large, very noisy and very messy macaws.
We settled on a “resort” community outside the
small town of Bourbon, Missouri. It was a rural
neighborhood anchored around a large lake, and the
home we bought had a large dock, two huge decks and
rough wood siding. All of this sat on a 1 ½ acre lot.
The people fleeing – er, selling – the place had an
almost new $2,200 Cub Cadet 50” riding mower, for

which they happily accepted about $700 cash. I learned
why it was such a bargain the first time I used it. It had
a tendency to throw off its drive belt, a big serpentine
job that ran around an impossible series of springtensioned pulleys. I learned to carry the appropriate
wrenches, sockets and pry bar with me whenever I
mowed, just in case.
The most alarming thing about that tractor was that
it had the tendency to backfire when shut off. So I
learned to plug my ears, turn off the key, and yell
“INCOMING!” as a warning to my neighbors, shortly
after which the thing would shudder to a stop, take
a deep breath and let out a “BANG” that would have
woken Lazarus himself, if he needed it.
The best I can say about that mower is it was easy to
start, and once you figured out its various eccentricities
was easy enough to live with. It cut grass, mulched
leaves and threw rocks at breakable stuff like a champ.
The cup holders worked really well too, but the thing
shook so hard and kicked up so much dust it turned a
perfectly good beer into a foamy, muddy malt shake in
no time.
Being a guy who likes to do business locally, I went to
the only hardware store in town for my weedwhacker. I
bought the best they had – a very nice Echo trimmer I
use to this day. It’s a pain in the butt to start, but once it
gets going it whacks weeds like nobody’s business.
It came about that I needed a pressure washer for the
exterior of the house and the deck and the local store
had just sold the only one they'd ever had in inventory
so I turned to a big-box store, one of those places where
you can drag something back after a quarter century
and they just give you a new one to get shed of you.
After the project for which it was purchased, the washer
sat unused, unstarted and mostly unnoticed until early
one spring a couple of years ago. I pulled it out and
yanked the cord about a hundred times. No luck. The
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untreated gasoline had turned to a noncombustible form of petroleum jelly.
Having no mechanical skills, I took it
into a repair shop run by a guy named, as
I recall, "Shorty." He put his good eye on
it and scratched his chin. "Probably be a
couple of days."
Six weeks later, Shorty called. “Looks like a
new carb. This one’s gunked up pretty bad.
I’ll have to order one in. Should just take a
few days and I’ll get her back to you.”
Three weeks later, Shorty called again;
the washer was ready. “I couldn’t get
exactly the right carb. The choke on this
one is reversed so you need to push in
to choke it, not pull out like the plastic
doohickey there says. But she runs good.
You want to give ‘er a whirl?”
“No, I’m sure it’s fine. What are the
damages?”
A little over $100 later I got home and
unloaded the washer, connected it to
water and topped it off with fresh gas. I
fetched a cold beer from the fridge in the
garage. I took a long drink and then set
the choke – remembered in, not out, and
hit the priming bulb before giving a sharp
tug on the pull-cord.
Nothing happened. 50 pulls later, still
nothing — except a lot of sweating and
swearing. Odd how those two words differ
by only one letter.
So I took another couple of pulls on
my beer. It occurred to me they make
this stuff called “starting fluid”. A high
school friend of mine bought it by the
case to coax his 64 ½ Mustang back to
life every morning. I ran to the auto parts
place and picked up a can, then hit the
carbuerator with a big spritz of it.
I yanked the cord again. I don't know if
Shorty had removed some unnecessary
safety gizmo or maybe that fluid just
packs a wallop but..."MERCIFUL HOLY
GOD!!!"
The pull-cord ripped itself back out of
my right hand, back into the Pressure
Washer at an insane clip. On the way
back in it flung its rubber handle, which
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smacked me square on the left nipple.
Suzanne heard me from the kitchen —
they probably heard me in Henderson
county — so she was all primed up to
play 20 questions as I staggered into the
house, stringing together profanities that
really didn’t go together but somehow
made sense at the moment, eyes all teared
up and nose running.
Knowing my history, Suzanne asked:
“What did you do this time?”
“The damn cord came around and hit
me square in the nipple,” I managed
to stammer while leaning with both
hands on the sink in front of the guest
bathroom mirror.
I summoned the strength to raise my
t-shirt and examine the affected area,
afraid to look, because I was pretty sure at
least part of the nipple had been sheared
right off. It was red and offended, but
it was all still there. It hurt something
fierce. I dropped the t-shirt back down
and it brushed the offended organ.
An even-more torrential round of
swearing ensued.
I got a fresh beer before going back
outside to retrieve the pressure washer
from across the yard where I’d tossed,
kicked, pushed, threw and cursed it after
the unprovoked assault. I pulled the cord
again, paying careful heed to the return
path. Since it had been started recently,
it fired right back to life. My tit did hurt
something awful but at least I was in
business.
I finished up and put the pressure washer
away, until one bright Saturday morning
when an oil spot got the better of me.
The previous owner of the Asheville place
drove an old minivan and it leaked like
the Exxon Valdez.
I figure I’d exorcise it with the pressure
washer. I dragged it out of the garage and
yanked on the starter cord several times.
No dice. Once again, the Honda engine
had failed the“Clara Johnson” test.
Then I remembered the starting fluid
and gave it a blast before impulsively
yanking the starter cord again.

"MERCIFUL HOLY GOD!!!" The
pull-cord ripped itself out of my right
hand, diving back into the pressure
washer at just below the speed of sound.
On the way, it maliciously whacked me
in the exact same spot as before. The
appropriate and requisite amount of
swearing, kicking, and blame ensued.
At least I remember to leave the thing
running as I nursed my injury before
getting to work on the stain, which never
did come out.
I still have the man-eating pressure
washer but I start it regularly these days,
as I do all my power tools. I just make
sure to give that cord a wide berth.
By now, you’re wondering what any of
this could possibly have to do with Trout
Unlimited. To be honest, I lost track
a time or two myself, despite leaving
out most of the gory details of the
experiences.
Pisgah TU runs on the time and
energy given to its various programs by
volunteers. Sometimes they’re like that
mower — they start and get the job done,
then pop off about it at the end. They can
be finicky, tempramental and need some
tinkering, but they’re reliable.
Sometimes volunteers are like that edger.
They just start and go all day for years
with no maintenance and no attention.
Those kind are rare as unicorns.
Sometimes they’re like that pressure
washer. It’s hard to get them started.
Painful, even. But once they start, they
work hard and get the job done.
We need lots more of all kinds.
Whether you like manual labor like
putting up fences and building things,
stocking fish or picking up trash,
organizing a get-together or fund
raiser, helping with research or teaching
newcomers to tie flies and cast, we need
you to get started.
As summer rolls around and our projects
kick off in earnest, take a look at what’s
ahead by following our weekly updates
and our social media posts. We’ll share

opportunities with you and try to give you
enough time to plan.
Maybe you’ve ever been to chapter
meeting or function and felt
uncomfortable because you don’t know
anybody, or you’ve never been to one
for that same reason. Maybe you used to
do help out quite a bit, but put yourself
in storage for whatever reason and are
having trouble getting going again.

Give it a try! Volunteer a time or two.
You get to know somebody over a cup
of coffee before you pick up trash or
sling buckets of trout, and you really
get to know them when you’re making it
happen. You’ll get fresh air and exercise,
and you’ll get acquainted.

up and pitching in, no matter what your
abilities. Bring donuts and coffee. Come
out and offer encouragement. Feed the
crew. Lend a hand.

Contact one of our program leaders to
get yourself on a team. You don’t have to
show up for everything, or anything for
that matter. But you should try showing

We won’t yank your cord. We won’t spray
you with anything.

That’s how you make friends, and how
you make a difference.

And getting started won’t hurt one bit.
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ON THE SPRING CALENDAR
5
6
7
12
14–15
19–21
26
28

Trout Stocking / Green River
Trout Stocking / Little River
Hatchery Supported Water
Reopens
Regular Chapter Meeting at the
DFR Room
STREAM Girls at Camp Wabak
Carolina Cane Gathering @
Pisgah Wildlife Center
Monthly Meeting of the Board of
Directors
2018 Pisgah TU Fly Fishing
School

May 2018
4
4
5
7
10
18–19
24

Trout Stocking / Green River
Fly Fishing Film Tour @ Oskar
Blues
Pisgah Pride Day / Adopt-AHighway Cleanup
Trout Stocking / Little River
Regular Chapter Meeting at the
DFR Room
TU Southeast Regional Meeting
in Davis, WV
Monthly Meeting of the Board of
Directors

June 2018
14
14
22–27
28

Adopt-A-Highway Cleanup Day
Regular Chapter Meeting at the
DFR Room
Rivercourse in Canton, NC
Monthly Meeting of the Board of
Directors

For regular calendar updates, more
details about any Pisgah TU event or
to get signed up to help out please
check https://pisgahTU.org/calendar or
follow Pisgah TU on Facebook.

https://pisgahtu.org
70

Spring 2018

Photo courtesy of Heath Cartee

April 2018

