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IMPORTANT! CHAPTER MEETING LOCATION CHANGE!
 

Jaime's Restaurant, which operated the DFR Room and the downstairs bar,
has permanently closed its doors.  The board is investigating other venues to
select a new regular home for our monthly chapter meetings, but there's no

way we can pull that o� by next Thursday, so..... 

 
The May 10th Pisgah TU Meeting will be held at 

OGRE Outdoors in Pisgah Forest. 
 

Jason Bowman has graciously o�ered to lend us his space for our meeting,
and we are happy to accept.  OGRE builds custom trucks and rigs for

outdoorsy-type people, so you can check out what they do while you're
there!  That was his red truck rig with an amazing custom rod rack parked on

the patio at the Film Festival Friday night. 
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OGRE OUTDOORS 
5750 Asheville Highway 

Pisgah Forest, NC 
(about 2 miles north of the intersection of 280 and 276) 

Mapquest Map Here. 
 

We're sorry to see Jamie's go - not only was the restaurant fantastic -- they
were excellent hosts and we are grateful for their hospitality.   It's possible
we can use the DFR room moving forward, but right now that's uncertain. 

 
By the way, our new sound system came in and you'll be able to hear

absolutely everything LOUD AND CLEAR from now on. 
 

Thanks for your understanding, and see you at OGRE this Thursday. 
 

(more on our presenter later in this update)

Davidson River Kiosk Project

Along with some general maintenance work on piers, access points, fences and
other items, one of our primary service projects for the summer is the update and
rejuvenation of our kiosks at the Setzer Hatchery and at Sycamore Flats. 
 
We walk by them all the time and most of us pay them no heed, but tourists stop
at them every day for information.   Let's leave them with a positive impression! 
 
The Hatchery Kiosk update is long-overdue.  The structure itself appears to be in
good shape but needs washing, painting, new plexiglass, and several other minor
repairs.  Most signi�cantly, the signage in the kiosk is dated, faded and generally
tuckered out.  (The bottom 2 aren't out of focus - the plexiglass is very hazy.)
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The Sycamore Flats hatchery is in better shape, but still needs signi�cant
attention.  The access doors on the back were not primed or stained, and our plan
is to replace those with something a little more visually appealing.   The back side
would make an ideal place for protected signage and posters.  
 
The existing front signage is a series of dated, laminated posters and notices; not
particularly informative or visually attractive.  We'd like to replace these with
durable, fade-resistant signs more oriented to stream and conservation education.
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Tim Schubmehl, John Rich and Mike Mihalas are heading up the repair and
renovation e�orts on each.   We are in the process of �nalizing our signage and
having it approved by the USFS and NCWRC, but cosmetic work on the kiosks
themselves will begin sooner. 
 
We'll keep you up on workdates in this update and feel free to talk to Tim, John
and Mike about getting involved.  Some workdays will be held on Saturday, so if
you can't get involved during the week this is an excellent chance to help out. 
 
Right now, our biggest need is for funding!  We need to print durable
replacement signs plus buy lumber, paint, plexiglass and other materials.   We
estimate the cost for updates to the Hatchery Kiosk in the $1,800 - $2,000 range,
and the Sycamore Flats Kiosk in the $1,200-$1,500 range.  
 
If funds permit, we'd like to establish some rain gardens or perform other
beauti�cation around the kiosks to make them more attractive and inviting. 
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Please make a tax-deductible donation, dedicated to the Kiosk project.  We've
created a special, secure online form so you can pay with a credit card today. 
Signi�cant donations will be recognized on the signage placed at each kiosk.

Pisgah TU Meeting Thursday Night

Join us Thursday night, May 12th at 7:00 for our next chapter meeting. 
Don't forget it will be held at OGRE!  (see above.) 

Our presenter is Kevin Merrell of Oxbow Snorkeling.
 
His company o�ers river snorkeling along the upper French Broad River, and within
the boundaries of the Pisgah or Nantahala National Forests.  The rivers and
 streams within western North Carolina o�er great visibility and a very diverse
biological community below the surface. Many of our rivers and streams o�er
steeper slopes for a better ride downstream over small waterfalls into plunge
pools. 
 
The upper French Broad River o�ers many opportunities to observe over 30 �sh
species, numerous aquatic insects and other invertebrates such as the French
Broad Cray�sh, and of course the legendary and protected eastern hellbender
salamander.  
 
Join us for Kevin's presentation, where you'll learn more about this fascinating
way to get a very up-close, detailed and personal look at the �sh we target, their
natural habitat and the many other species that make up a mountain stream
ecosystem.

About Our Speaker 
 

Help Fund The Kiosk Update Project Today!
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Kevin and Christie Merrell have an immense passion for learning about the natural
world. Together, they have spent countless hours exploring the rivers and trails of
Western North Carolina and  Eastern Kentucky. It is their love of nature that compelled
them both to begin thinking about ways to engage the public so everyone has the
opportunity to see the natural world in a very unique way. It is their wish to provide a
service that promotes education, values, and awareness of our region's natural history
through exploration and adventure.  
 
Experiencing the natural world cannot be duplicated in a classroom or conversation.
People who take the time to really explore nature become more invested in the ecological
bene�ts and conservation e�orts. We are blessed to be located within, and near, several
of the most ecologically and biologically diverse watersheds in the entire world - French
Broad River watershed, Little Tennessee River watershed, and Savannah River watershed. 
 
It is our privilege to provide others with the opportunity to explore the natural landscapes
that lie below the surface of the streams and rivers of our region! 
 

TU Completes Stream Reconnection Work

Recent projects to remove in-stream barriers on two North Carolina streams have
opened miles of habitat for trout and other creek-dwelling creatures.  

The work was completed on Powdermill and Cedar Rock creeks and is part of
TU's coldwater conservation program in the Southern Appalachians.

Removing barriers helps �sh, including native brook trout, access diverse habitat
and is critically important as aquatic species face a variety of challenges, including
a warming climate.
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The Powdermill Creek project (above) is located just one drainage over from
TU's Roaring Creek site in the Roan Highlands.    

It involved the removal of a perched, clogged and undersized culvert and
stabilizing the instream channel to native reference conditions and re-grading the
banks to eliminate bank constriction and potential for failure and sedimentation.

The Cedar Rock Creek project is in Transylvania County on national forest system
lands in the Pisgah Ranger District in Pisgah National Forest and in Catheys Creek
watershed in the Upper French Broad River basin.    

The Catheys Creek drainage is categorized as a top 1 priority watershed for
restoration by the U.S. Forest Service, and has been prioritized by TU as a "secure
and restore persistent populations" catchment.    

In preparation for the future, TU worked with sta� from U.S. Forest Service and
N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission to compile ecological and socio-cultural data
to develop a focal area that has signi�cant coldwater conservation needs and the
pragmatic partnership opportunities to pay for this work.    

This resulted in what is being called the Sky Island Coldwater Conservation
Planning Area, which includes the Upper Tuckesegee, Upper French Broad and
Upper Pigeon River watersheds.    

TU in the Southern Appalachians will concentrate e�orts in western North Carolina
for the next 10 to 15 years, while also not ignoring excellent coldwater
conservation opportunities elsewhere in the state.  

Plans are underway to involve chapter members in various citizen science
assessments in Sky Island and elsewhere in the southern Appalachians in 2018 and
beyond.   
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 Andy Brown is the stream restoration manager in Trout Unlimited's Southern Appalachian
Region. He is based in Asheville, N.C.

F3T A Success!
 
The Fly Fishing Film Tour was a big hit, and we'll have the ra�e and food and
beverage sales results for you as soon as we get them all compiled.  Many, many
thanks again to all who came out, and we hope you enjoyed the vibe and the
videos.  Thanks for showing up big at the food truck, the outside bar and the ra�e
sales table.  
 
FWIW, the band was a big surprise to everybody and put a little kink in our plans. 
 
A huge thank-you to our sponsors, without whose support this doesn't happen.

Oskar Blues Brewery
Headwaters Out�tters Outdoor Adventures
Davidson River Out�tters
OGRE Outdoors
FisheWear

Remember their generosity when it comes time to spend your money on anything
from high end �shing kayaks to an ice cold beer, and make it a point to say thank
you the next time you visit their businesses.

NCWRC Fly Fishing & Related Events

Becoming an Outdoors-Woman Program O�ers Three Events in May and June

The Wildlife Commission invites women 18 years and older to participate in
three events in May and June offered through its Becoming an Outdoors
Woman program. 
 
The events are a flyfishing weekend, May 1113, at North Mills Recreation and
Campground in Henderson County; an Introduction to Kayaking, May 26, at the
Pechmann Center in Fayetteville; and a Shooting Sports workshop on June 16
at the Wake County Wildlife Club in Durham.   [REGISTER HERE]  
 
Wildlife Center O�ers Free Workshops 
 
The Pisgah Center for Wildlife Education is o�ering free outdoor-related
workshops for people of all ages and skill levels throughout the month of May. 
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Check out their many o�erings online, and sign up early as spots �ll very quickly. 
 
For more information on the Wildlife Commission’s wildlife education centers and
other activities and events, visit www.ncwildlife.org/learning.

Last Pisgah TU Stocking of 2017/2018
 
After the successful stocking of the Green by Terry Lynch and the Green River Gang
last Friday, the only remaining DH stocking event of this "�sh-year" happens
Monday, May 7 at the Little River in DuPont State Forest. 
 
Come out and help us put �sh in the water - maybe bring your rod and stick
around to help give them a little education before June 1 rolls around.  
 
Contact program coordinator Charles Crolley if you'd like more information.

On The Calendar

Monday, May 7 at 9:30:  Little River DH Stocking - DuPont State Forest/Hooker
Falls parking lot.  Contact  Charles Crolley at charles@coldriverstudio.org or visit
our website for more details. 
 
Thursday, May 10 at 7:00PM:  Pisgah TU monthly chapter meeting.  (See details
elsewhere in this update.) 
 
Friday, May 18- Sunday May 20:   TU Southeast Regional Meeting at Davis, WV. 
Several Pisgah TU chapter leaders will be in attendance. 
 
Thursday, May 24 at 6:30:   Regular Meeting of the Pisgah TU Board of Directors
at the Mills River Restaurant, Mills River NC.  All members are welcome. 
 
Saturday, June 1: Delayed Harvest Begins.  Regulations change on the DH
designated waters to allow the taking of up to 7 trout.  Practically anything goes
except hand grenades and dynamite.  Whether you're keeping or not, remember: 
Youth-only (15 and under) �shing before noon on June 1!

The Last Cast
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Here's some great advice on nymphing strategies and tactics by Joe Humphreys.   

 
Joe comes from a time before we understood more about careful handling to
release a �sh uninjured.  NEVER grab a trout - or any �sh - by its jaws.   

 
Otherwise, it's an excellent instructional video from a master angler chock full of

presentation, setup and casting tips and techniques. 

Copyright © 2018 The Pisgah Chapter of Trout Unlimited, All rights reserved.  
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