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Volunteer to Help with the 2018 Orvis Guide Rendezvous
The 2018 Orvis Guide Rendezvous is coming to Asheville April 12-14, 2018 and the
coordinator will be recruiting upwards of 50 people to help with the cause. There are
di erent levels of roles and tasks along with a variety of shi s that will be assigned. NO
fishing experience is necessary for participating as a volunteer.
As a benefit for helping Orvis, they will be issuing a generously deep discount for up to
three Orvis Fly Fishing products to all volunteers (30% o WHOLESALE!!!) as well as
hosting a volunteer dinner so that you can meet the Orvis sta that you’ll be working
with.
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Tentative Agenda:
Tuesday April 10th - Volunteer Dinner hosted by Orvis. (will be assigning tasks at
this event)
Friday April 13th - Cocktail Party at the Renaissance Hotel Downtown Asheville
(15-20 Volunteers needed for the evening)
Saturday April 14th - Orvis Guide Olympics Highland Brewing, Asheville (30-50
Volunteers needed, all day)
This agenda is subject to change.
Chris Wood, President of Trout Unlimited, will be speaking at the event.
If you are interested, please send your contact information and availability to Reba
Brinkman (828-989-3503), Orvis Lead Volunteer Coordinator, as soon as possible! Reba
is available to answer any questions directly in regard to tasks and opportunities.
For more Information about the event, visit:
http://www.orvis.com/s/welcome-to-the-2018-orvis-guide-rendezvous/11032

Spring Snags & Snarls Coming Soon
The Spring edition of Snags & Snarls is shaping up to be a a real dandy! It'll be in your hands
before March 15 and is jam-packed with feature articles, program reports, a killer new fly
pattern from our buddy Dave Bender, tons of chapter news and events, trip reports, gear
reviews and a whole lot more.
If you have a trip report, story or awesome pictures you'd like to share with everyone, it's not
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by casually tossing out that you're "published," or mention how your photographic essay was
recently featured in an upscale, exclusive magazine. (Maybe they won't find out...)
To have your words and camera work enshrined in Snags & Snarls for future generations to
admire and envy, send them to Pisgah TU today.

Benthos "Bug" Seminar Registration Underway
Registration is now open for a “bug seminar” to be conducted at Clemson University on
March 17, 2018 by our Benthos Study partner, Dr. John Morse. Space is limited due to
equipment availability and only the first 26 paid reservations will be accepted.

Participants will be introduced to basic insect morphology, orders of aquatic insects,
relevant biological characteristics, and identification of adults and larvae of common
southeastern families of mayflies, stoneflies, caddisflies, and aquatic true flies.
Initial discussion of these topics will be followed by microscopic examination of
representatives to acquire and hone identification skills for these insects.
The fee for the seminar is $20, which includes lunch and a personal seminar notebook.
Payment is required at time of registration, and credit and debit cards are processed
securely through Stripe, the website's payment service provider.
Parking at Clemson University is $6 per car, paid online in advance. Detailed
information about purchasing a parking pass, directions to the university and a campus
map are all available on the Pisgah TU website.
https://mailchi.mp/51b9f620b270/weekly-update-february-25?e=[UNIQID]
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many spaces have already been claimed, so visit the registration page and sign up as
soon as you can.
https://pisgahTU.org/benthosSeminar

Climate Advocacy Training Workshop
Trout Unlimited and Pisgah TU are, first and foremost, conservation organizations.
Whether our personal politics are conservative or progressive or somewhere in the
middle, we set them aside to share the hard work of conservation, restoration and
preservation of our coldwater fisheries.
Because we care about the world around us, we try to make a di erence when and
where we can.
We do this not only with our manual labor, but by influencing opinion and e ecting
positive change through education and honest dialog about the issues that directly
a ect our mission.
https://mailchi.mp/51b9f620b270/weekly-update-february-25?e=[UNIQID]
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One of those issues is the undeniable reality that our climate is changing.
We may disagree about the reasons behind that change and to an extent, the science is
unclear. But whether you believe climate change is the result of cow toots or cars, coal
plants or cycles of nature -- understanding more about the issues involved and working
out a series of reasonable compromises that move us in the right direction are critical,
and far more important than advancing an agenda by overstating the severity of climate
change or denying its reality.

As an organization of conservationists with common concern for our environment, we at
Pisgah TU sincerely believe that everything we do and every choice we make does leave
a footprint, for better or worse, on the world around us.
That shared belief is the reason we pick up the trash others thoughtlessly leave behind,
why we work to clean up and remediate issues with our waters and the lands that
surround them, and why we're careful to leave natural things to flourish unsullied, to
the extent we can, for future generations to cherish.
And it's why we work collectively and individually to influence the opinions and actions
of others - through signage, education programs, personal example - but mostly
https://mailchi.mp/51b9f620b270/weekly-update-february-25?e=[UNIQID]
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share our vision for healthier watersheds; a vision which MUST include a healthier
planet.
For too long, we've let politicians and extremists on both sides control the dialog about
Climate Change and what we as individuals and a society should do in response to it.
Trout Unlimited has a long history of moderate, tempered and respectful engagement
with conservation groups, businesses and government agencies. We can be proud that
we're not dismissed as wild-eyed fanatics, but are admired as reasonable, thoughtful
partners in conservation e orts ranging from our local creeks to the halls of congress.
So we were interested to learn of a movement to start a chapter of the Citizen's Climate
Lobby in Hendersonville - an e ort which has drawn support from politicians regardless
of party a iliation. The lobby promises to teach us e ective, respectful ways to address,
discuss and better understand the issue of climate change.
Wherever you may come down on the issue of climate change personally, we encourage
you to consider at the very least that we can and must do better for the only world we all
have to live in. As a place to start, please consider participating in what we hope will be
the first of many events to promote healthy, respectful dialog on this important issue.
No matter what you decide - and you should weigh the facts and decide for yourself
what to think - thanks for caring enough to read and consider what we've said here
today.

Hendersonville Climate Advocacy Training
Saturday, March 10, 10AM-1:30PM
Kaplan Auditorium at the Henderson County Library
301 N. Washington St, Hendersonville, NC 28739
Citizen's Climate Lobby is a non-partisan, non-profit organization working with all 535
members of Congress to get legislation passed to address climate change.
We work with both sides of the aisle in a respectful manner and work hard to develop positive
relationships that will lead to support.
The best example of this is the House Climate Solutions Caucus, which is comprised of 34
Republicans and 34 Democrats, all committed to addressing climate change.
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Learn proven ways to speak e ectively and powerfully about climate solutions to friends,
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neighbors, business leaders, and elected o icials.
The session is free and will teach citizens the nuts and bolts of building political will and
a ecting change in positive, constructive ways.
The workshop will include a mini-lobbying training and will help start the Hendersonville
Chapter of CCL.
information provided by Dan Glidden, Citizen's Climate Control Lobby
References
Four lawmakers join House Climate Solutions Caucus
Climate Change - The TU Approach

New Pisgah TU Merchandise is Here - More On the Way!
It's been a while since we've had merchandise with the sporty new Pisgah TU logo
printed on it, but we're happy to tell you that new items have been ordered. Many have
arrived, the rest are on the way.
Just in time for spring, we've got round stickers you can plaster on your car, cooler, slowmoving livestock and anyplace else you can think of -- new logo hats, keychains and fly
boxes to start with. We've got just a half-dozen or so of each try out before we commit
to anything more, and if you come to the next chapter meeting, you can check
everything out in person.
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Stickers are only $2 each! They're HEAVY DUTY, and they're GORGEOUS! The logo on
the hat is EMBROIDERED, and we'll have some in oyster and some in a beautiful orange
available for only $20 each.
We're holding on to all merchandise until our March meeting, so everybody can get a
good look at everything and maybe take it home right from there. If you see something
lights your fire, you can make it yours. WE EVEN TAKE CREDIT CARDS! If we run out,
we'll order more. We're still looking at options for fishing shirts and tee shirts, but some
of those get pretty pricey.
Everything except logo hats is now available for pre-order from our website.
Currently, only local pickup is available (TU Meeting or other by arrangement).
PLEASE NOTE that while we do have small quantities of each item on hand, except in a few
cases we probably will not be able to deliver pre-orders at the March chapter meeting.
You can check out prices and colors and get more information about everything by
visiting: https://pisgahTU.org/emporium
Some of this is still a work in progress, so we apologize in advance if it's confusing. And
if you have questions about any of this, please contact charles@coldriverstudio.org and
I'll try to answer them in more detail.
https://mailchi.mp/51b9f620b270/weekly-update-february-25?e=[UNIQID]
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100% of the profits from sales of merchandise will go directly to Pisgah TU to be used for
budgetary needs.

Delayed Harvest Stocking - GAME ON!
A reminder that Delayed Harvest stocking resumes this week. Sign up to help Pisgah TU stock
the Little River at DuPont State Forest on March 2 and the Green River at Saluda on March 5.
It's important for you to sign up in case there's a sudden change in plans. Sometimes, we find
out a few hours before the scheduled stocking that it's been postponed or delayed, and if
you're signed up we can get the word to you via email and save you a trip.

Rumor has it the Green River Gang is kicking their game up to a whole new level with fancy
co ee and Dunkin Donuts. The Little River Band is working on an escalated response to this
challenge. You can bet your boots it'll be a doozy.
Come on out and help stock the rivers! It's good exercise and a whole lot of fun.
Area Stocking Dates
March 1: East Fork of the French Broad (contact French Broad Fly Fishers)
March 2: Little River / DuPont State Forest (contact Charles Crolley)
March 5: Green River / Saluda (contact Terry Lynch)
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Pisgah TU board members are ordinarily elected in the fall at a general business
meeting of our membership. This year, however, is extraordinary for the Pisgah TU
board.
We've had a couple of members who stepped aside a er determining that their busy
schedules wouldn't let them contribute the time they believe this important job
deserves, and another whose life circumstances have prompted a move to another
state.
As a result, the board had several vacancies to fill so that it can continue to function
e ectively. A er consulting our bylaws and discussing the matter fully in open session,
it was determined the correct and best course of action was for the board to fill the
vacant positions with qualified candidates who've expressed both an interest in serving
and a strong commitment to education, conservation, restoration and preservation.

Pisgah TU is proud to announce the addition of Dakota Chapman, Zoe Mihalas and
Tim Schubmehl to our board of directors. The motion to add them was approved
unanimously and enthusiastically. These new board members have exhibited the
requisite interest and commitment and possess the kinds of diverse skills, perspectives
and abilities that will make our board stronger and more e ective.
https://mailchi.mp/51b9f620b270/weekly-update-february-25?e=[UNIQID]
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want to express our heartfelt appreciation and thanks to those who dare to lead. Please
join us in extending a warm welcome and thanks to our new directors for committing
their time and energy to serve you on our board.

Youth / Young Adults Updates & Reminders
The TU National Teen Summit is now accepting applications from teens who have
promising leadership skills, love TU and ﬁshing, and would like to join TU's Youth
Leadership Council.
Deadline to submit an application is March 12, 2018 by midnight.
Visit TU TEEN SUMMIT for complete details.

Rivercourse provides a high quality camping experience for boys and girls between the
ages of 13 and 15 years old in the heart of the Appalachian Mountains near Canton,
N.C. This pristine setting includes a section of the West Fork of the Pigeon River, which
is privately owned and stocked with trout for the use of the camp.
For more information and to register, visit http://www.rivercourse.org.

Applications are being now being accepted for The $1,000 Pisgah Chapter of Trout
Unlimited William L. Arbuckle Memorial Scholarship.
Recipients of this scholarship must be accepted to an accredited degree granting college
or university within the Southern Appalachian Region. Recipients must be pursuing an
undergraduate and/or graduate degree in the ﬁeld of ﬁsheries and wildlife management,
aquaculture, freshwater biology, or other related ﬁelds.
Application information can be found on CFHC’s website. Click the link for The Pisgah
Chapter of Trout Unlimited William L. Arbuckle Memorial Scholarship to begin the
application.
The application deadline is April 1, 2018.

Another Voice: The French Broad River
-- by chapter member, friend and contributor Sam Cathey
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is not a given. You have to work at it. I grew up on the French Broad River.
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We lived by the light on 178 so I spent a lot of time on the banks and in the water of the
French Broad growing up. I attend a camp where we canoed on the water and later
worked at a girl’s camp where we took the campers down the river. This was before
sewage treatment was the norm, and there was a lot of straight piping going on. It was
not unusual to be standing in the water and see raw sewage floating by you. There were
plenty of cattle with access to the river that would do what they are wont to do when
they felt like it. Also, you expected to see at least one dead animal on the river and were
not surprised to see two or three.
Regulations were put in place to stop the straight piping and towns’ got sewage
treatment plants. Farmers begin to fence o the river to their livestock. Things begin to
get better. In 1992 I helped start Headwaters Outfitters and the biannual Upper River
Clean up began. I am no longer with Headwaters, but they continue the clean up to this
day. Tons of trash have been removed from the French Broad River thanks to these
e orts. It amazes me how much trash can still be removed from the river each year
based on what’s already been taken out.
When I float the river these days I am proud to see how these e orts have improved the
status of “our” river. There are viable populations of macroinvertebrates. Many species
of fish ply the river’s water. There is a population of hellbenders up here. Birding is
great. But things are still not well. A er a good rain, you’ll see the sediment load
dumped in the river change the French Broad to the color of chocolate. Run o is a
major threat to keeping the river clean.
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This past summer we had a good amount of rainfall. Yet, I noticed, in spite of all this rain,
by the summers end from Rosman to Hannah Ford there was a carpet of algae that
covered the river bottom, pretty much, from bank to bank (winter rains have washed
most of this growth away for now). I asked around, but no one seemed to know exactly
what it was or what caused it. I spoke with Mike Mihalas about it, and he gave me
Hartwell Carson’s number. Hartwell is the French Broad River Keeper.
Working with Hartwell we decided it could possibly be caused by e. coli, a coliform
bacterium. We set up a testing program for e. coli at six sites on the upper French Broad
River. I collect samples, mix them with a medium, incubate them, and then count the
number of e. coli colonies. In the samples I have taken and tested this winter, I am
pleased to report that there were not a substantial number of e. coli colonies.
So, what is the cause of the algae growth? Testing for e. coli will continue, and if the
algae returns we shall began testing for nutrient over load in the river. This is nitrogen
and phosphorus.
Amanda Alsobrook, who works with Mountain True/River Keeper is planning a more
intensive sampling program in Transylvania County. This new testing program will test
specific sites for problematic sewer pipes or pumps. She is holding an interest meeting
at the Transylvania County Extension O ice at 5:30 on February 28, 2018.
https://mailchi.mp/51b9f620b270/weekly-update-february-25?e=[UNIQID]
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If you are interested in volunteering you can email Amanda at Anna@mountaintrue.org.
Clean water is not guaranteed. We must remain ever vigilant. Just recently the present
administration has delayed implementation of the Clean Water Rule. Nonimplementation of this rule would put drinking water, wetlands and wild life at risk.

Break out that big red Sharpie and circle May 4th, 2018 on your calendar, because Pisgah TU
and Oskar Blues have teamed up to bring you a FREE-FREE-FREE showing of the 2018 Fly
Fishing Film Tour series.
Enjoy a beautiful night out in the WNC mountains while you relax in your comfy lawn chair
with a cold beverage and some good chow. Ra les, prizes, and heaven-only-knows what other
kind of shenanigans will take place.
More on the specifics to follow, but it'll be here before you know it and we didn't want you to
forget.
And thanks to our pals at Oskar Blues for always being there to support the things we cherish.
See you at the brewery!
(And even if you don't care for beer, their cra sodas are o the hook.)

On The Calendar
Thursday, February 22 at 6:30: Regular Board Meeting at the Mills River Restaurant in
Mills River. All chapter members are welcome and encouraged to attend. Hear what's
going on, get involved, and learn more about how our chapter operates. Meeting starts
https://mailchi.mp/51b9f620b270/weekly-update-february-25?e=[UNIQID]

15/17

4/2/2018

Weekly Update - February 25, 2018

at 6:30. Past Issues
Subscribe
Tuesday, February 27: Workday with French Broad Riverkeeper and Mountain True,
planting live stakes along the French Broad River.
Wednesday, February 28: Workday with French Broad Riverkeeper and Mountain True,
planting live stakes along the French Broad River.
Wednesday, February 28: Amanda Alsobrook, who works with Mountain True/River
Keeper is planning a more intensive sampling program in Transylvania County. This new
testing program will test specific sites for problematic sewer pipes or pumps. She is
holding an interest meeting at the Transylvania County Extension O ice at 5:30 on
February 28, 2018.
Friday, March 2 (9:30/TBD): Designated Harvest Trout Stocking resumes at the Little
River (Dupont State Forest). To learn more and sign up for the Little River stocking team
(aka, "The Little River Band"), visit https://pisgahTU.org/fishStocking or email stocking
captain Charles Crolley.
Monday, March 5 (9:30/TBD): Designated Harvest Trout Stocking resumes at the
Green River (Fishtop Access/Saluda). To learn more and sign up to help that boisterous
but hardworking gang, visit https://pisgahTU.org/fishStocking or email stocking captain
Terry Lynch.
Thursday, March 8 at 7:00: Regular Chapter Meeting of Pisgah TU at the DFR Room in
downtown Brevard. Come early to enjoy social time, the best cookie selection and a
cold beverage. This month's speaker is Tara Granke from TU National, who'll tell us all
about the STREAM Girls Program. And that new merchandise we mentioned...
Saturday, March 10 at 10:00: Climate Advocacy Training at Hendersonville, NC. Please
see the article in this update for information about the meeting and other specifics.
We'd love to hear from those of you able to attend.
Thursday, March 15 at 10:00: Our first 2018 Adopt-a-Highway Cleanup Day! Jim
Rumbough gets the co ee and doughnuts rolling, and then we make our world a more
beautiful place. Who's gonna find the weirdest thing this time? It'll be hard to top the
miscellaneous parts to somebody's Honda from last time out. To volunteer, contact
program coordinator Jim Rumbough or visit https://pisgahTU.org/adoptahighway.
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required as attendance will be limited to 26. Registration is underway. (See article in
this update.)
Saturday, April 28: Pisgah TU's 2018 Flyfishing School. Whether you're a student or
volunteer, it's gonna be a great time! Be sure to save the date on your calendar.
https://pisgahTU.org/ School
Friday May 4: Fly Fishing Film Tour, FREE SHOWING at Oskar Blues Brewery in Brevard.
Bring a lawn chair and an appetite, come thirsty and stu a few bills in your pocket to
win fabulous ra le prizes and support your favorite chapter of Trout Unlimited!
Monday Nights at 6:00: Tyin' and Lyin' at ECUSTA Brewing, presented by Landon Lipke
from Davidson River Outfitters. Pizza available by the slice, and a percentage of every
Dead Dri Pale Ale ordered goes to support Pisgah TU.
Tuesday Nights at 6:30: Tuesday Night Fly Tying at Brevard Brewing, hosted by
Headwaters Outfitters. Every week a di erent fly is featured. Conjure up something
near and dear to your heart. Drop in for tips, tying and a delicious cra beverage.
Tuesday Nights at 6:30: FLY WARS at Wedge Brewing (Foundation) in Asheville, hosted
by JEB Hall from Davidson River Outfitters. Fly tying meetup with weekly competitions,
new product demos, prizes and giveaways! Pizza and a pint of outstanding beer for only
$10!
Wednesday Nights at 7:00: GET DISTANT series at ECUSTA Brewing.
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