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Embrace A Stream

You’ve heard a lot recently about the Cantrell Creek Project.  
Our chapter was awarded an Embrace A Stream Grant and, 

with your help, swept the Embrace A Stream Challenge to add 
close to $23,000 in “outside” money to the project’s funding 
pool.

The Pisgah and Land O’ Sky chapters of Trout Unlimited 
joined forces to raise a total of $4,155, given by donors from 
North Carolina to California, to notch a remarkable win and 
trigger a series of cash awards totaling an additional $10,600 in 
the 2017 Embrace A Stream Challenge sponsored by Orvis and 
Trout Unlimited.

To qualify for the yearly Embrace A Stream Challenge, a project 
must receive a highly-competitive Embrace A Stream grant. The 
grants are awarded by an impartial review panel, which evaluates 
proposals based on the project’s value to the environment, effect 
on wildlife habitat, chapter commitment and local resources 
available to support the project, among other criteria.

Submitted by the Pisgah and Land O’ 
Sky TU chapters, the Cantrell Creek 
project was the only proposal from the 
southeast selected to receive Embrace 
A Stream Funding. It was awarded 
$8,000 and entered in the 2017 
Embrace A Stream Challenge.

The challenge kicked off Monday, 
November 6 and ran through Sunday, 
November 12. Donors were asked 
to designate their gifts to one of 46 
projects, submitted by chapters from across the nation. Awards 
were established for key accomplishments: most donors, most 
money given and most gifts over certain amounts. 

The Cantrell Creek project swept the awards and claimed 
wins in every category, adding $10,600 in award money to the 
donations received during the challenge and bringing the week’s 
total to $14,755. The winnings accounted for more than 20% of 
the total $50,000 in prize money available, nationwide.

The Cantrell Creek trail area was once home to a lodge, built to 
house rangers for this part of what was, then, Biltmore Forest. 
The old chimney remains along the trail, but the lodge was 
relocated to the Cradle of Forestry site and rebuilt. 

Dedicated local volunteers, working in partnership with the 
US Forest Service and the North Carolina Wildlife Resources 
Commission, will use the grant and challenge proceeds to 
relocate an existing trail along Cantrell Creek so visitors can 

enjoy the area without having to walk and bike directly in the 
streambed. 

Relocating the trail will prevent significant amounts of erosion, 
habitat loss and sediment load in the creek and downstream. 
The new trail will be built to sustainable standards, ensuring 
that the natural ecosystem will not suffer from the many who 
come to enjoy the area’s natural beauty.

The monies raised during the Embrace A Stream challenge will 
be added to the $8,000 in Embrace A Stream grant monies 
previously awarded, bringing the total raised for the Cantrell 
Creek project to $22,755. 

We were fortunate enough, with your overwhelming support, to 

CANTRELL CREEK PROJECT 

Funding raised for the project is $166,286 as follows: 

$5,000 Pisgah Chapter of TU
$1,150 Pisgah Chapter of TU-labor
$5,000 Land of Sky Chapter of TU
$1,150 Land of Sky TU-labor

$121,100 US Forest Service
$5,000 Mills River Partnership
$2,561 NC State TU Council
$2,570 Mountain True
$8,000 Embrace A Stream Grant ($10,000 requested)
$14,755 Embrace A Stream Challenge Awards

Continued ➜
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exceed our fundraising goals for this project by about $12,000. 
Respecting the spirit of the contest and the intent of those 
who gave to improve Cantrell Creek and support conservation 
projects in western North Carolina, our chapters will honor 
their financial commitments to the project as planned.

All monies will be held in a suspense account for disbursement 
against planned expenses and other improvements to habitat 
and access as needed. Application of the remaining account 
balance, if any, will be determined at the end of the Cantrell 
Creek Project.

The trail work we will be undertaking with Cantrell Creek is 
going to require archaeological surveys, botanical surveys, 
hydrology plans, and a biological evaluation. This up front 
work is going to be covered by a grant The Pisgah Conservancy 
recently received, allowing our funds to be dedicated to the 
actual work of returning the current trail to a natural state.

This planning and up front work takes time, so it will be at 
least six months before we will be doing any hands-on work on 
Cantrell Creek.

Thank you all for your support of this project! We are through 
the hard part of taking an idea to an actual plan, and raising the 
funds to make it happen. The fun part will happen in 2018!

For those interested in helping with the project labor, you can 
learn more, follow along and sign up at our website:  
https://pisgahTU.org/cantrellcreek. 

Cantrell Creek Project Continued 

Cantrell Creek Embrace A Stream  — Budget

Item
Source of Funding

TotalMatching Funds Offered  
& Source of those funds

1. Paid Personnel / Consultants / Contractors

Trail closure and stream restoration  
(6547 ft @ $3/ft) 

$4,641— LOSCTU
$5,000 — Mills River Partnership

$19,641

Existing trail upgraded to  
current sustainable standard  
(2,640 ft @ $3/ft)

$5,000 — PCTU
$359 — OSCTU
$2,561 — NC State Council

$7,920

Trail relocation/construction of new trail  
(21,120 ft @ $5/ft)

$105,600 — USFS
$105,600

2. In-Kind Labor

Fed/State/Local Gov’t

NEPA (200 hours @ $50/hr) $10,000 — USFS $10,000

Project Management (60 hours @ $50/hr) $3,000 — USFS $3,000

Surveying/Trail layout (50 hours @ $50/hr) $2,500 — USFS $2,500

TU Volunteers

$23.07/hr multiplied by # of hrs

Labor (50 hours @ $23.07/hr) $1,150 — PCTU $1,150

Labor (50 hours @ $23.07/hr) $1,150 — LOSCTU $1,150

Other Volunteers (landowner, Scouts, etc.) 
$23.07/hr multiplied by # of hrs

Biomonitoring (68 hours @ $23.07/hr) $1,570 — Mountain True $1,570

GIS/Map (20 hours @ $50/hr) $1,000 — Mountain True $1,000

3. Materials/Equipment

 Purchases

 Rentals

 Donations

TOTAL PROJECT COST $143,531 (+$10,000 EAS) $153,531

All EAS, TU Chapter and State Council funds will be used solely for the restoration phase of the project. These 
funds will result in improved stream health and improved water quality.

https://pisgahTU.org/cantrellcreek
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ARBUCKLE AWARD WINNER ANNOUNCED

TROUT CHOW ANNUAL PICNIC

Andrea Kolarova, a sophomore at Duke University, is the 2017 recipient 
of The Pisgah Chapter of Trout Unlimited William L. Arbuckle 

Memorial Scholarship in the amount of $1,000. She is studying in the 
Environmental Science and Policy/Biology Curriculum, and hails from 
Hendersonville, North Carolina

Andrea was the 2016 class Valedictorian at Hendersonville High School. 
She grew up hiking, mountain biking, and camping in the Pisgah National 
Forest. She recognizes the uniqueness of natural spaces and the important 
of preserving those spaces. Fueled by her passion for science, she is pursuing 
a double major in Environmental Science and Biology with a certificate in 
Sustainability Engagement. Her ultimate career goal is to go to law school to 
become an environmental lawyer. 

“Through my studies at Duke University, I hope to a gain a holistic 
perspective about the complexities of our Appalachian freshwater systems and 
perhaps make some contributions to the places I love through volunteering 
or research. By attending law school, I can empower myself to come back and 
engineer real change for the world,” shared Andrea.

The scholarship fund, a component fund of the Community Foundation 
of Henderson County, established in 2006 by The Pisgah Chapter of 
Trout Unlimited, is named for and honors the memory of William “Bill” 
L. Arbuckle, an avid angler, supporter and former director of The Pisgah 
Chapter of Trout Unlimited. Mr. Arbuckle contributed much of his time, 
talent and resources to the success of the chapter.

Our annual chapter picnic took place 
Sunday, October 22nd at Sycamore 

Flats in Pisgah National Forest. More 
than 40 members and their families, plus 
several well-behaved dogs, came out to 
enjoy an absolutely beautiful day and some 
outstanding barbecue and sides from Blue 
Smoke BBQ, provided by the chapter as 
a thank-you to the many who volunteer 
their time and energy to make our chapter 
what it is. 

In case you missed it, you should know 
that the pulled pork, fried chicken, cheesy 
corn, beans and salad made for a terrific 
lunch. Next year, we need to double-up 
on the cheesy corn — and we sure hope 
you’ll join us in eating it! 

A special thanks to chapter president Sara 
Jerome for organizing the event.
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Our own Mike Mihalas 
has been recognized 

in the latest edition of Trout 
Unlimited’s quarterly national 
publication, “TROUT” 
magazine. 

You may already know 
of Mike’s leadership in 
conservation projects, his 
tireless efforts to build 
partnerships with other 
groups to accomplish the 
nearly impossible and his 
uncanny ability to secure 
funding from a wide variety of 
sources.

The article talks about Mike’s 
ongoing involvement in 
those conservation efforts, 
and explores his desire 
and ongoing efforts to get 
more young people and 
their families involved in all 
phases of our sport, from 
conservation and restoration 
to spending time out on the 
water together.

So far we’ve been unable to 
secure the ability to reproduce 
the article in its entirety, 
but check your mailbox for 
the next issue of “TROUT”, 
headed your way soon, or 
check your favorite outlet 
for magazines and other 
periodicals for a copy to learn 
more about how Mike and his 
family — Nicole, Nicholas, 
Zoe and Xan — are working 
together to make the world a 
better place for all of us.

Congratulations, Mike, on 
this well-deserved and long-
overdue recognition! We’re 
proud to know you!

Past-President Mike Mihalas Featured In “Trout” Magazine

CONGRATULATIONS, MIKE
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Pisgah TU chapter 
member Robert Dye 

has organized a fly fishing 
club at Brevard College to 
introduce the students there 
to fly fishing, tying and the 
strong community of helpful 
anglers here in western North 
Carolina.

The club meets on campus to 
hear presentations, participate 
in tying and fishing technique 
sessions, and takes trips together to our local streams to put 
what they’ve learned to good use.

The club is always on the lookout for surplus fly rods and reels, 
tying vises and supplies and other fishing items in good working 

order. Talk to Robert at a TU 
meeting about how you can 
help, and if you have extra 
stuff that needs a good home 
and a second life, consider 
offering it to him for club use. 
It makes a difference, and it 
feels good.

When you have a chance, tell 
these young men and women 
how much you appreciate their 
interest, and offer to help 

them in any way you can. They really are the future of our sport, 
and of conservation. Thanks to Ken and Chris for volunteering 
their free time to help the club along, and to Robert and 
Brevard College for making it happen. 

Brevard College Fly Fishing Club Off to a Strong Start

BREVARD COLLEGE FLY FISHING CLUB

The Brevard College Fly Fishing Club enjoyed a couple of great nights of tying in November, 

thanks in large part to the support of Pisgah TU. Board Members Chris Franzen and Ken 

Hardwick played key roles in our success, each pitching in to lead a night of tying (and 

telling yarns). We have a great group of students and expect to grow our numbers this 

spring. Two of our members caught their first trout on a fly last week!

— Robert Dye
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Two of our excellent local 
outfitters, Headwaters 

Outfitting and Davidson 
River Outfitters (DRO) 
have paired with Brevard 
Brewing Company and 
ECUSTA brewing to host fly 
tying classes/events weekday 
evenings through the winter.

Mondays at 
ECUSTA Brewing
On Mondays, DRO pairs with 
ECUSTA for a fly-tying class 
headed up by DRO’s Landon 
Lipke; and ECUSTA will 
donate $1 for every pint of 
Dead Drift Pale sold during 
the event directly to Pisgah 
TU!

Tuesdays at 
Brevard Brewing
On Tuesdays, join the folks 
from Headwaters at Brevard 
Brewing for some community 
tying and a fine craft beverage. 
They feature weekly patterns, 
and it’s a great fly tyers of all 
skill levels to get started or 
brush up some of those skills 
and techniques and share your 
favorite special fly recipes with 
others. 

Both events are free and 
all ages are welcome. You 
don’t need to drink beer to 
attend — both breweries serve 
a variety of soft drinks, if 
that’s your preference. Let’s 
get out and support these 
four great chapter business 
partners in this great service 
to our area tying and fishing 
communities!

TIE ONE ON WITH YOUR FRIENDS!
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TU PROGRAM UPDATES

Trout In The Classroom

As part of its ongoing commitment to 
conservation education, the Pisgah 

Chapter of Trout Unlimited sponsors 
(9) local schools and organizations 
participating in the Trout in the 
Classroom (TIC) program: Mountain 
Sun Community School, Hendersonville 
Middle School, Edneyville Elementary 
School, Polk Middle School, TC 
Henderson School of Science and 
Technology, Fernleaf Community 
School, Boys and Girls Clubs of 
Transylvania Country, Brevard High 
School and Headwaters Outfitters in 
Rosman.

An aquarium and chiller system is set 
up to incubate trout eggs in classrooms 
under the guidance of a Trout in the 
Classroom (TIC) coordinator. Although 
it helps with many program resources, the 
national organization of Trout Unlimited 
does not provide these equipment setups, 
which can cost more than $1,000 each. 

However, combining chapter funds with a 
generous grant obtained from the Oskar 
Blues Can’d Aid foundation, Pisgah 
TU was able to purchase 10 complete 
classroom tank setups for participating 
schools. 

The tank setups require a large fish tank, 
a canister filtration system, test kit and 
many of the other components you might 
find in a basic home aquarium system. 
The most unusual — but very important 
— part of the system is a water chiller.

The chiller is needed to keep the tank’s 
temperature at a relatively stable 50 
degrees Fahrenheit. Since most chillers 
for aquarium use are designed to chill the 
water to around 60 degrees, we purchase 
chillers that are outsized (for instance, we 
find that a chiller designed for a normal 
100 gallon tank will keep the desired 
50 degrees in a 55-gallon Trout in the 
Classroom tank. 

Teachers and students work together 
to customize the insulation on their 
tank, and have come up with some 
wildly creative and useful designs. The 
insulation can be any good insulating 
material from bubble wrap to foam 
board, but most schools opt for foam 
board, cutting peep-holes so the students 
can observe the trout without affecting 
the water temperature.

Pisgah TU volunteers, coordinated by 
chapter member Ed Shearin and working 
in cooperation with the North Carolina 
Wildlife Resources Commission, deliver 
trout eggs and food, help set up and 
maintain equipment, provide guest 
speakers in classes about all sorts of 
topics, and help on stream study and 
release field trips. 

The chapter also provides support for 
teachers and furnishes replacement 
equipment and supplies as necessary.

Continued ➜
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Trout In The Classroom Continued 
Hands-On-Science Learning
Teachers from across the country contribute 
lesson plans and curricula to a website 
for other teachers to adapt and use in the 
classroom, and create an informal support 
and learning network of their own.

They work closely with students to monitor 
environmental conditions, like temperature 
and water quality, and watch with them as 
trout develop from eggs to fry with the final 
result being a field trip to release the young 
fish into the wild. Delayed Harvest streams 
are used as release sites. This hand-on 
experience develops students’ interest in the 
environment and conservation issues as they learn what it takes 
to keep these trout alive and healthy.

These interests inspire questions about the needs of humans 
and their relationship to the environment. The program not 
only encompasses science but language arts, mathematics, social 
studies, ecology and art.

Watershed Relevance
TIC is a unique way to teach the relevance of watersheds. Trout 
are indicator species; and their abundance directly reflects the 
quality of the water in which they live. In the TIC program, 
students learn to care about their trout and then the habitat 
in which trout live; understanding how big a difference a little 
difference can make in our ecosystem.

As the program progresses, students see connections between 
the trout, water resources, the environment, and themselves. 
This hands-on, flexible program has won national acclaim and 
is in place in classrooms internationally. Raising trout in the 
classroom connects students to water quality and other real-life 
issues and inspires them to seek solutions to problems.

Mountain rivers provide a beautiful panorama as the students 
and teachers bid goodbye to their trout during a series of 
releases. Thousands of trout have been released into the river as 
a result of this program with area students participating in the 
school wide programs that were responsible for the care of the 
trout from eggs to fingerlings. 

After these releases the students sometimes get their feet wet. If 
there is sufficient time in their field trip schedule, they team up 
with nets and collection jars to sample the macro invertebrates 
in the stream, learning more about how to identify what’s being 
found.

Trout in the Classroom is a great way to fire the collective 
interest of our next generation of scientists, conservationists, 
explorers and sportspeople and is a vital part of the mission of 
Trout Unlimited: ensuring that robust populations of native 
and wild coldwater fish thrive within their North American 
range, so that our children can enjoy healthy fisheries in their 
home waters. 
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TU PROGRAM UPDATES

Stocking events will restart in March, 2018. The 2018 Dates 
haven’t been announced yet. Please follow us on Facebook 

and we’ll let you know as soon as we do.

Green River
Gene McGuire passed away October 9, 2017. Gene and his wife 
Kathy owned the orange/brown house on the river where we 
always stopped to stock fish. I did not know Gene well having 
only met him a couple times on stocking trips and once this 
spring on the river but he was always a nice guy and generous 
with the use of his property for us fishermen and women. He 
will be missed every time we visit his house now. 

Thursday, October 10 (Green River): 12 chapter members and 
a pair of eager youngsters stocked 1600 lbs including some real 
monsters. Gene Conley said a nice remembrance and we put a 
couple extra buckets in behind Gene McGuire‘s house, whose 
funeral I later learned was that morning probably while we were 
actually doing the stocking. Fitting.

Monday, November 13 (Green River): Dale Chandler took over 
the lead for this stocking from Terry Lynch, who was out of 
town. 17 hard-working (well, most of them anyway…) members 
showed up to stock about 1500 more fish at various locations 
along the Green River, after some coffee and social time in 
the Fishtop parking lot waiting on the hatchery truck. It was 
a beautiful day to be out, and the river looked to be in great 
shape. All crew members returned safely to their cars and all the 
fish made it into the river, so it was a successful day all around.

Contact Terry Lynch jntlynch@gmail.com or visit the website: 
https://pisgahTU.org/fishstocking for more details or to sign up to 
help stock the Green River.

Little River
October 9: lured in by promises of hot coffee and donuts, 13 
chapter members (known officially as “The Little River Band” 
showed up at the Hooker Falls parking lot to help with the first 
stocking of the Little River this delayed harvest season year. 
Chapter member Charles Crolley took over coordination from 
long-time leader George Hewertson, who managed the program 
so capably and well for the past several years. 

Despite a few bumps in the road, all 1,550 fish wound up in 
the river, including a renegade brown that jumped off the cart 
halfway down high falls trail and had to be carried in a bucket 

filled with several member’s non-chlorinated drinking water. 
The brown took a second to gather its wits, then took off with a 
big kick of its tail. Some real monster brookies made their way 
into the water, and fishing should be excellent through March.

November 9: 10 members of The Little River Band, including 
some new blood, came out on a beautiful day to stock 1,600 
fish. Despite some trail flooding from recent high rains, and 
with the help of a new hatchery truck driver and Bob and Eric 
from DuPont State Forest, the operation ran smoothly and 
we finished up in a little over two hours. Fish were stocked 
generously from just below High Falls to the stretch above 
Triple Falls, and anyone up for that long hike down to the water 
is sure to be rewarded with some very fine fishing and treated to 
some stunning views.

Contact Charles Crolley charles@coldriverstudio.org or visit the 
website: https://pisgahTU.org/fishstocking for more details or to sign 
up to help stock the Little River.

Trout Stocking

https://pisgahTU.org/fishstocking
https://pisgahTU.org/fishstocking
mailto:jntlynch@gmail.com
mailto:charles@coldriverstudio.org


11Winter 2017

TU PROGRAM UPDATES

On September 12th and October 
16th two projects were completed by 

Pisgah Chapter Members.

On September 12th four line recyling 
ontainers were assembled and mounted 
on 4” x 4” posts ready for installation on 
the Davidson between the Hatchery and 
Sycamore Flats. 

Although many people think they 
are trash containers they do collect a 
substantial amount of discarded line 
that could have been left at stream side 
endangering wildlife.

Thanks to Tim Schubmehl, Kevin 
Germann and Ken Voyles for helping 
with this.

On October 16th at the request of 
Lorie Stroup the USFS Zone Fisheries 
Biologist in Pisgah, two fishing piers for 
the handicapped located at Sycamore 
Flats and the Coontree Picnic Area 
were pressure washed in preparation for 
staining. As soon as they are dry enough 
we will be looking for volunteers to help 
with the staining.  
 
Thanks again to Tim, Kevin and Ken for 
getting it done!

A s part of our annual budget, Pisgah TU has allocated funds to improve and 
update the kiosks located next to the monument at the Setzer Fish Hatchery 

along the Davidson River.

We are designing all-new, updated signage which will be printed on more durable 
(acrylic or metal) stock with fade-resistant inks. The new signs will tell the story of 
the Davidson River and Pisgah TU’s work there, provide some handy information 
to the public about insects, fish and other wildlife they might encounter and some 
information about how everybody can help out – by leaving rocks where they find 
them, staying on marked trails and obeying posted signs.

We’ll also be installing new plexiglass covers, putting on a fresh coat of paint and 
repairing any other damage we find during the process.

Next time you’re out that way, spend a few minutes at the kiosk checking out the signs. 
We think you’ll agree that they’ve done the job well for a lot longer than intended, and 
need to be retired.

If you’d like to help out, send email to charles@coldriverstudio.org with your name and 
email address and you’ll be added to the mailing list for the kiosk project, to stay 
abreast of plans and work dates probably commencing mid-January.

Davidson River Project Workdays

Fish Hatchery Kiosk DELAYED HARVEST RULES

Delayed Harvest Trout Waters, 
excluding tributaries except as 
noted, may be fished only with 
artificial lures with one single hook, 
no natural bait may be possessed, 
and no trout may be harvested or 
possessed while fishing these waters 
between October 1, 2017 and 30 
minutes after sunset on June 1, 2018. 

These waters are closed to fishing 
between 30 minutes after sunset on 
June 1 and 6 a.m. on June 2.  At  
6 a.m. on June 2, 2018, these waters 
open to fishing for youths under 18 
years old under Hatchery Supported 
Trout Waters regulations — no bait 
restriction, no minimum length limit 
and seven-trout-per-day creel limit. 

At 12 p.m. on June 2, 2018, these, 
these waters open for all anglers 
under Hatchery Supported Trout 
Waters regulations. These waters are 
marked with black-and-white signs.
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TU PROGRAM UPDATES

Pisgah TU has adopted a stretch of 
Highway 276 and the hatchery road 
from the Setzer Fish Hatchery back to 
its junction with the highway. Cleanup 
events are held every few months. On 
average, we like to have a crew of at least 
12 as we divide the road into (6) ½ mile 
sections.

The last cleanup was December 7, and 
was the once-a-year pickup along the 
hatchery road.  10 people enjoyed coffee 
and pastries in the hatchery parking lot 
before spending a few leisurely hours 
picking up trash along the shoulder and 
out about 25 yards from both sides of the 
road. We discovered that litterbugs tend 
to prefer cheap beer and small bottles of 
liquor, and in general don’t make healthy 
snacking and dining choices. 

Many thanks to chapter leader 
Jim Rumbough for his hard work 

in spearheading these efforts. We 
encourage you to come join us doing 
good while enjoying fresh air, exercise 
and the excitement and anticipation 
of discovering what great 21st’ century 
archaeological prize might have been 
deposited in the bushes around that next 
corner.

Our board recently agreed to support the Forest Service in 
rehabilitation projects at DuPont State Forest. A recent 

walk along the trails with Eric Folk from the service revealed 
the significant extent of damage done by the many people who 
are on and off the trails throughout the year, resulting in bank 
damage, erosion and habitat loss.

Forest management personnel have been made aware of our 
interest, and are incorporating our offer into their planning 

for the upcoming year. So far, projects mentioned are building 
“official” access points for anglers in the Little River, closing 
off some “social trails” with fencing and brush, and trail/bank 
stabilization.

Project coordinators are Kevin Germann and Charles 
Crolley. We’ll keep you abreast of developments and service 
opportunities in future editions of this newsletter, in our 
Weekly Bulletin, on our website and on our Facebook page.

Adopt a Highway

NEW!  DuPont State Forest
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CHAPTER BUSINESS

Capital Campaign

At its last meeting, our board discussed this year’s capital 
campaign. On the heels of the success of the Embrace-A-

Stream Challenge, you might wonder why we’re asking you to 
contribute again.

All of the money raised for Embrace-A-Stream goes directly 
to the Cantrell Creek project. Not a penny will be used 
for our normal chapter programs or other operations and 
commitments, and that’s why we need your support.

In years past, we’ve printed an appeal letter and mailed it out. 
When you consider the cost of printing and posting 400-plus 
letters to the current membership of Pisgah TU that’s 
a significant expense, and one we’d 
like to eliminate. 

Like other 
members, you 
pay your TU 
Membership fees 
every year — and 
maybe some of you 
are even “lifers.” 

Thank you, and 
please continue to 
give to the national 
organization. 

You might expect that 
Pisgah TU receives a 
significant portion of 
that “back” from the 
national organization to 
run our operations here. 
That isn’t the case. In fact, 
you might be surprised 
to learn that for 400+ 
membership signups and 
renewals of all types, our 
chapter will receive about 
$280.

Most of our yearly budget 
comes from your gifts to the 
chapter, which stay right here 

in western North Carolina and directly support the important 
work we do together — and along with our volunteer work are 
the life’s blood of Pisgah TU. 

Your gift pays for important programs like Trout in the 
Classroom, Kids’ Fishing Day, NCTU Rivercourse and our 
many other efforts to make young people mindful of our 
environment and aware of our sport, it pays for the materials 
and tools we use in restoration and conservation projects. In 
fact, our full budget is available in the “Business” section of this 
newsletter.

You’ve been very generous in the past, 
and this year we hope you’ll again 
consider making a tax-deductible 
year-end gift of any amount to 
Pisgah TU to help us reach our goal 
of $4,500. 

Owing to years of good stewardship 
and your generosity, our chapter 
is financially strong and our 
membership is growing; more 
diverse, committed and better 
than ever. Let’s keep up the good 
work!

Visit https://pisgahTU.org/give to 
make your donation with a 
check, credit or debit card. 

Thank you!

https://pisgahTU.org/give
https://pisgahTU.org/give
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CHAPTER BUSINESS

2017-2018 Budget

INCOME  
2016-2017 Actual 2017-2018 Budget

Income from Membership
Member Donations $4,650.00 $4,000.00
Monthly Raffles $413.00 $400.00
Total $5,063.00 $4,400.00

Income from Outside Sources

Fly Fishing School $3,350.00 $3,000.00
Membership rebates $165.00 $280.00
Special Fundraisers $7,449.89 $1,000.00
Special Donations $2,750.00 $19,051.00
NCTU (DRP Benthos) $6,266.00
Embrace a Stream Grant $8,000.00
Orvis Challenge $500.00
CAN‘d Aid Grant for TIC $3,600.00 $0.00
Balance forward in Checking 
(Surplus transferred from last 
year’s Budget)

$3,977.62

Total $17,314.89 $42,074.62
TOTAL INCOME $22,377.89 $46,474.62

EXPENSES
2016-2017 Actual 2017-2018 Budget

Conservation Expenses

PCTU Adopt-A-Highway $603.35 $200.00
Stream Preservation $243.04 $200.00
Davidson River Benthos Study $10,888.50 $10,888.50
Davidson River Project $86.46 $500.00
River Project Tools $700.00
Cantrell Creek Project $14,000.00
Total $11,821.35 $26,488.50

Education Expenses

Fly Fishing School - exp $974.88 $500.00
Kids Fishing School $0.00 $300.00
NCTU Rivercourse Tuition $1,190.00 $1,200.00
Trout in the Classroom $3,480.25 $800.00
TU National Youth Program $0.00 $1,000.00
Total $5,645.13 $3,800.00

Chapter Operation Expenses

Annual Picnic $504.28 $500.00
Awards & Plaques $0.00 $150.00
Discretionary Fund $1,117.41 $800.00
Fund Raising Expense $320.00 $600.00
Meeting Speaker Exp $159.72 $200.00
Meeting Supplies $66.34 $150.00
Misc. Printing & Copying $789.29 $100.00
Website monthly fee $83.96 $0.00
Postal expenses $330.00 $150.00
Supplies for Treasurer $12.00 $100.00
Chapter Promotion $12.68 $1,500.00
Total $3,395.68 $4,250.00

Investments

Transfer to Endowment Fund $500.00 $9,000.00
Transfer to Reserve Fund $3,000.00
Transfer to Savings Account
Total $500.00 $12,000.00
TOTAL EXPENSES $21,362.16 $46,538.50
surplus/(deficit) $1,015.73 -$63.88
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Chapter Leaders and Contacts
Directors & Officers Name Email
President Sara Jerome jeromesa67@gmail.com
Vice President Ken Voyles kvoyles1@gmail.com
Treasurer Jim Czarnezki czarnezki@netscape.net
Secretary Kevin Germann kgermann@hotmail.com
Past President Mike Mihalas mike@mihalas.com
Director Chris Franzen franzen@headwatersoutfitters.com
Director Ed Shearin ed.shearin@gmail.com
Director Carole Deddy carolededdy@gmail.com
Director Andrew Blythe andrewgblythe@gmail.com
Director Jim Rumbough jimrumbough@gmail.com
Director Charles Crolley charles@coldriverstudio.org
Director Robert Dye dyerw@brevard.edu
Director Kevin Henebry jkhenebry@hotmail.com
Director Linda Payoski lindasparadise@aol.com
Director Ken Hardwick pisgahontherise@gmail.com

Endowment Name Email
Member Kiki Matthews kikimatthews@bellsouth.net
Member Skip Sheldon shelhalla@bellsouth.net
Member Stu Cohn stutrout@bellsouth.net
President Sara Jerome jeromesa67@gmail.com
Treasurer Jim Czarnezki czarnezki@netscape.net

Financial Reviewer Name Email
Financial Reviewer Carole Deddy carolededdy@gmail.com

Conservation Name Email
Grants Jim Czarnezki czarnezki@netscape.net
Road Cleanup Jim Rumbough jimrumbough@gmail.com
Projects John Rich jrich@davidsonflyfishing.com
Workday Lead Ken Voyles kvoyles1@gmail.com
Workday Mentor Tim Schubmehl schub444@gmail.com
USFS Planning John Rich jrich@davidsonflyfishing.com
Pisgah Conservancy Mike Mihalas mike@mihalas.com
Mills River Partners Jim Czarnezki czarnezki@netscape.net

Programs Name Email
TIC Coordinator Ed Shearin ed.shearin@gmail.com
Fly Fishing School Carole Deddy carolededdy@gmail.com
Kiosks Charles Crolley charles@coldriverstudio.org
Arbuckle Award Kiki Matthews kikimatthews@bellsouth.net
Communication/Newsletter Charles Crolley charles@coldriverstudio.org
Picnic Sara Jerome jeromesa67@gmail.com
Outings Andrew Blythe andrewgblythe@gmail.com
Outings Allen Murray jallenmurray1@gmail.com
Fly Raffle Justin McEntire wjmcentire@gmail.com
Welcome Packets Dave Bender trout1944@gmail.com
Cookies Ardie Bender trout1944@gmail.com

Stocking Name Email
Green River Terry Lynch jntlynch@gmail.com
Little River Charles Crolley charles@coldriverstudio.org
State Council Name Email
Chair John Kies johnkies@bellsouth.net
Vice Chair Mike Mihalas mike@mihalas.com

mailto:charles@coldriverstudio.org
mailto:charles@coldriverstudio.org
mailto:charles@coldriverstudio.org
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mailto:czarnezki@netscape.net
mailto:czarnezki@netscape.net
mailto:czarnezki@netscape.net
mailto:czarnezki@netscape.net
mailto:kgermann@hotmail.com
mailto:mike@mihalas.com
mailto:mike@mihalas.com
mailto:mike@mihalas.com
mailto:franzen@headwatersoutfitters.com
mailto:ed.shearin@gmail.com
mailto:ed.shearin@gmail.com
mailto:carolededdy@gmail.com
mailto:carolededdy@gmail.com
mailto:andrewgblythe@gmail.com
mailto:andrewgblythe@gmail.com
mailto:jimrumbough@gmail.com
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mailto:kvoyles1@gmail.com
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The Pisgah TU Website (pisgahTU.org)
You may have noticed a change in how we’re communicating with 
Pisgah TU members and friends. We’ve updated our website and 
are in the process of building out and improving the content 
offerings you’ll find there, from a comprehensive chapter event 
calendar to the latest news of interest to our members and 
friends.

All financial gifts are received through our website at https://
pisgahTU.org/give. Your credit card information is never stored 
there, but is passed along securely to our payment processor to 
handle your transaction. 

You’ll also see a series of “sign-up” forms, related to each of 
our programs.  If you’re interested in helping out with a specific 
program, we ask that you let us know by “signing up.” Signing 
up doesn’t obligate you to anything – it just makes the program 
coordinator aware of your interest, so she or he can keep you in 
the loop about program news and events.

This helps us down on emails to folks who aren’t involved in, for 
instance, fish stocking or road cleanups. It also gives the program 
coordinator a better idea how many folks will show up for an 
event, making it easier to plan for supplies and to communicate 
with you directly if there’s a change in the schedule or other 
particulars.

Social Media
The chapter is becoming more active on selected media outlets - 
most notably, Facebook. If you’re on Facebook and haven’t “Liked” 
our page, please do! We post updates there about things happening 
in and around our community and chapter, and it’s a great way to 
not only stay in touch but to share them with your friends.

And please share things with your friends! The way Facebook 
determines what people see in their timelines is determined by a 
formula based on “Likes” and “Shares.” For instance, last month 
when we had one of our posts shared just 7 TIMES, we went from 
appearing in our average of 200 timelines to appearing in over 
2000! 

The more people we’re able to talk to about the good work we do 
and our needs for help, the more friends we make and help we get. 
So your “Likes” and “Shares” really do count, and we appreciate 
your help spreading the word. 

Emails
Our email list is made up of over 700 Pisgah TU members 
and friends from many different walks of life. We’re trying to 

limit the number of emails we send to one a week; although you 
may have noticed during the Embrace A Stream Challenge you 
received one nearly every day.

Mainly, we’ll use the email list to send out a weekly “update”, 
letting you know what’s new and what’s going on. If you’re pretty 
sure you should be on the list but aren’t receiving our emails, 
you can go to the website and sign up again. If that doesn’t work, 
most likely our emails are winding up in your “Junk” or “Spam” 
folders so check there, or contact your email service provider 
for more help.

We will NEVER ask for financial, personal or other account 
information in an email.

https://pisgahTU.org/give
https://pisgahTU.org
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CHAPTER CALENDAR

December 2017 – January 2018

 S M T W T F S

31 1 2 3 4 5 6

 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

 21 22 23 24 25 26 27

 28 29 30 31 

Last day of the Capital Campaign
Please consider making a tax-deductible donation at  
https://pisgahTU.org/give. The money you give to Pisgah TU stays right here 
in western North Carolina to fund chapter programs and operations.

7:00 p.m.
First regular meeting of the New Year @ the DFR Room. Come early to 
brag about your loot from Santa and catch up with old friends.

. 
6:30 p.m.
Regular board meeting at Mills River Restaurant. All chapter members 
welcome and encouraged to attend.

As I write this, the snow left behind 
by our surprise early-December 2017 
snowstorm is beginning to melt. It’s 
bright and sunny outside, and the roads 
are clear. My wife Suzanne informed me 
this morning that we were nearly out of 
eggs, which I shrugged off. I decided the 
situation was critical when I noticed that I 
was also perilously low on beer.

So I made a foray to the market. 

On the way, I thought about what a great 
day this would be to stand in a river and 
wave a stick at some fish. I love fishing 
in the snow, particularly in falling snow. 
It comes down and the Earth is still and 
clean and quiet and all is perfect for a 
time. 

The spell is broken when you have to  
de-ice your line guides for the 
umpteenth time, use half-frozen fingers 
to tie on something that might actually 
catch fish (sorely tempted by that box 
of mop flies you keep hidden from 
your purist fishing buddies), and try to 

determine just how long you can stay out 
before it’s so dangerous to drive home 
that you’ll lecture yourself for staying; 
because it’s not like you were trying to 
catch dinner out there and would starve 
to death otherwise.

Then a fish takes your fly and you enjoy 
the fight before turning it loose to fight 
another day, and the Earth is still, clean 
and quiet again. You just wish your hands 
weren’t freezing.

It’s been a good weekend to put the 
finishing touches on the long-overdue 
new version of Snags & Snarls, now a 
quarterly publication. I hope you like the 
new layout and find the stories enjoyable 
and informative.

As I’ve learned, it’s not as easy as it looks 
when you work with a bunch of people 
you can’t fire if they don’t get you the 
things they promised. The publication’s 
previous editor, Mark Byington, always 
made it look easy. His shoes are not easy 
to fill so I won’t even try.

Our board is focusing on many new ways 
to communicate while reducing expenses 
associated with production, printing 
and postal mail, including various forms 
of electronic media. I hope you‘ll visit 
our website often, that you enjoy this 
newsletter and that you follow the chapter 
on Facebook and subscribe to our mailing 
list for weekly updates.

Thank you for your support of Pisgah 
TU, for your service and your friendship. 
I’m glad to be a member and look 
forward to the many years of meaningful 
work and good times we’ll enjoy together.

—  Charles Crolley 
charles@coldriverstudio.org  
(828) 301-0813

A LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

Snags & Snarls is published quarterly by the non-profit conservation organization Pisgah Chapter of Trout Unlimited for its members and friends.

Address: The Pisgah Chapter of Trout Unlimited • P.O. Box 2439 • Brevard, NC 28712 • https://pisgahtu.org

Newsletter Editor / Webmaster:  Charles Crolley 
charles@coldriverstudio.org

mailto:charles@coldriverstudio.org
https://pisgahTU.org/give
https://pisgahTU.org
mailto:charles@coldriverstudio.org
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