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Newsletter of the Pisgah Chapter Trout Unlimited
Serving Henderson, Transylvania, and Polk Counties in Western North Carolina

Chapter Events:
May 11th, 2017
7:00– 9:00 pm - PCTU
Chapter Meeting @ the DFR
Room—Brevard
Featured Speaker:
Justin McEntire

May 20th
Upper French Broad
River Clean-up
Rosman, NC

May 25th
PCTU Board Meeting
6:30 P.M.
Mills River Restaurant
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Regional TU News

G

reetings all TU’ers. It’s that time of
year when we begin soliciting
volunteers for the camp fishing during
June 19-21. We are seeking adults that
are willing to share their love of fly
fishing with the next generation. You
don’t need to be Lee Wulff or April
Vokey; all you need is the desire to
help. It’s a unique opportunity to spend
some quality time with a young person
where you can impart some of your life
earned wisdom, and hopefully you can
walk away with a new insight or two
yourself.
We are seeking ghillies for the late afternoon fishing slot as well as a few spots for the
morning ghillie duties. As always, come early, check in, and enjoy a wonderful meal with
the campers. We’ll have all eighteen campers fishing in the late afternoon and the river
can get crowded. If you’d rather have a smaller crowd on the river, then come ghillie in
the morning where only nine campers are fishing at a time in two shifts.
We would enjoy seeing you come out during the day as well so that you can see firsthand
how this camp operates and what makes it such a “crown jewel” of the NCTU. As this is a
camp for children, you will need to check in with the staff so that we can provide you with
an escort prior to your touring the camp. Who knows, maybe you’ll fall in love with the
camp as much as we have and will want to be a staff member yourself.

The camp will be held at the Lake Logan
Conference Center in Canton, NC. For more
information, please contact Cemo McConnell at
Cemo55m@yahoo.com or 828-712-6738 to get
a spot on the ghillie list; or David Vigue at
david_vigue@bellsouth.net or 828-450-2074 for
more information about the Rivercourse Camp.
And of course, please visit our website: NCTU
Rivercourse | Canton, NC
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PCTU — Chapter News Reminder
Hello North Carolina TU Leaders!
Last year Pisgah TU engaged with the US Forest
Service and Clemson University to conduct a
Macroinvertebrate Survey of the Davidson River.
The purpose of this survey of the river is to establish
the current health of the river. This survey is similar
in scope to a survey we did in 2003, so the results of
this will allow us to evaluate how the river has
changed in that time period. The 2003 survey helped
to drive a number of decisions made by the USFS
regarding the watershed, and this current survey will
do the same. The watershed is experiencing greatly
increased use and consequently greater impacts. The
trout hatchery on the Davidson is next in line to be
updated, and the results of this survey will likely
impact some of the decisions made around those plans.
The survey is being led by Dr. John Morse of Clemson University, one of the world’s top macroinvertebrate
taxonomists. The professional Society for Freshwater Science awarded him their Distinguished Service Award at
its last meeting, mainly for his work to guide and oversee the operation of the SFS Taxonomic Certification
Program for North America, providing professional certification for the taxonomic skills of persons identifying
freshwater macroinvertebrates throughout the US and Canada. This year, under his leadership and authorship, a
new book will be published, “Larvae of Southeastern USA Mayfly, Stonefly, and Caddisfly Species”; this 400+
page volume will be the most comprehensive treatment of these larvae ever attempted in North America. Dr. Morse
is also a long-time Trout Unlimited member.
The survey is already well underway, with three collections already having been made at the nine different
collection sites. See attached photos of some of our members working with Dr. Morse. Nighttime light trapping is
occurring as well. Along with the macroinvertebrate survey, we will also be doing a Basinwide Visual Estimation
Technique (BVET) study of the Davidson River to evaluate the current habitat. The BVET will also work to drive
future USFS and TU habitat work.
As you all know, the Davidson River is one of the finest freestone trout streams in the southeast and is fished by
folks from all over North Carolina and many other states. The total cost of the survey is $41,777, broken into four
payments over the two year duration of the project. The USFS has generously contributed $20,000 to the study — a
testament to its importance, leaving Pisgah TU with a $21,777 obligation. Given the regional importance of the
Davidson River fishery, Pisgah TU is asking for other North Carolina TU chapters to consider helping
support this project financially.

The North Carolina TU state council has agreed to match any contribution made to this project, by a North
Carolina TU chapter, one and a half times over. That means that if your chapter can contribute $1,000 to the
project, NCTU will turn that into $2,500! Any amount will be of great help to Pisgah TU. Since we are making
multiple payments, feel free to contribute some now and some next fiscal year. Checks can be sent to Pisgah TU,
P.O. Box 2439, Brevard, NC 28712. If you do plan to contribute, please let me know so I can be sure to arrange the
NCTU match.
Please contact me if you have any questions or comments at mike@mihalas.com or at 828-577-8032.
Thanks for your consideration!
Mike Mihalas
Pisgah TU President
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The Editing Remains
Regional Conservation News

T

rout Unlimited is a coldwater conservation organization. It always has
been. Since 1969, the Pisgah Chapter has been focused on endeavors to conserve protect, and restore coldwater
fisheries and their watersheds in our area, and has been quite successful on many fronts. However, we have not
done this on our own in most cases, and have relied on help from and collaboration with local conservation partners. In fact, this is how conservation typically happens at all levels. But at the grassroots chapter level it is very
much the norm. This is because our chapter, while financially sound thanks to the individual contributions of our
members, does not have the resources it takes to have paid staff that put together complex land deals, negotiate legal easements, and amass large amounts of monies through grants and other means to acquire sensitive property or
undertake large restoration projects. The national organization of TU is better positioned to do this, and they use
those resources on projects of national significance.
But in Transylvania and Henderson counties there has been one organization in particular that has been one of our
greatest coldwater conservation partners, and that has been the Carolina Mountain Land Conservancy (CMLC).
Working in many cases behind the scenes year after year, CMLC has been in the trenches doing the very things we
would do if we had the resources and ability. Some of those projects you may be well aware of in which PCTU has
been a conservation partner with CMLC. Most notably the Big Creek Lodge on the North Mills River comes to
mind. Other projects you may be aware of due to their direct impact on local trout streams. The recent major acquisition of the 8000 acre property that is the Headwaters State Forest is a major successful project put together by
CMLC and The Conservation Trust, securing the watershed of the East Fork of the French Broad River and its tributaries. Just recently CMLC was able to acquire a large parcel on the upper Green River which will further protect
that watershed. The list goes on and on.
Now the CMLC focus area will extend well to the east. Over the past year CMLC and the Polk County based Pacolet Area Conservancy (PAC) have been deliberating joining forces, and have recently announced a consolidation
which is to occur this summer. This follows a national land trust trend to form conservation organizations with
greater leverage to employ in the protection of sensitive natural resources. Protection accomplished through acquisition and stewardship, or voluntary conservation easements on private lands. This larger and stronger local conservation partner is a good thing for PCTU and our focus on coldwater conservation in our area, and we wish them well!
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By Dave Bender

Green
Weenie

S

ummer in coming and the weather is starting to heat up and we have been
seeing a few ants over the past few weeks. With the warm weather comes
terrestrials, one of which is the “green inch worm”. The “green weenie” is one of
my favorite imitations once the inch worms start dropping to the water surface.
This fly can be treated with paste to help it float in the surface film, but I generally
fish it somewhere in the water column, usually close to the bottom.
This is undoubtedly one of the simplest flies to tie having only three components;
hook, thread and chenille.
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Material List
Hook:

“DRO” #7030, Size 14 nymph hook, 1x strong, 1x long

Thread:

“Veevus” D24 10/0 (Color to match body material)

Body:

“Wapsi” Ultra Chenille Micro, Fl. Chartreuse

As always, start by pinching
down the barb, placing the
hook in the vise and starting
your thread just behind the
hook eye.
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Cover the hook shank with thread by
winding thread back to the hook bend
and back forward to a few hook eye
lengths behind the eye where you secure the chenille.

Once the chenille has been secured, continue to bind the chenille
to the top of the hook back to the
hook bend or just above the barb.
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Now comes the only tricky part of this
fly and it’s actually not all that tricky.
Prior to forming the tail and securing it
to the top of the hook bend, give it a
twist between your fingers. This, in my
opinion, makes the tail look like an extension on the body.

Now wrap your tying thread back forward to approximately one hook eye
length behind the eye. You will need
enough space behind the eye to tie off
the chenille and form a neat head.
Whatever you to, don’t crowed the eye.

Using tight spirals, wrap the chenille forward
and tie off behind the eye.

Clip any excess chenille, form a neat
head, whip finish and that’s it.
Summer is on the way and so are the
inch worms. Go get ‘em…
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The Editing Remains

Notchlip Redhorse

C

all it a sucker if you wish.
I however, have come to admire this robust denizen of
transitional freestone waters. By that I mean water that transitions between cold and warm waters.
I’ll never forget the first time I snagged one many years ago on the Green River just below Fishtop
Falls. I had spotted the big dude about 20’ upstream, mistaking it for one of the big hatchery brood
fish that are occasionally released. Once the hook was set though, I realized this was something
else! It took off like a turbo-charged Camaro, and had me panting at the side of the stream 6-7
minutes later staring at what I first thought to be a carp. Being the naturalist I am, I found after
lengthy research this fish to be a species of Moxostoma, or River Redhorse. I further deduced that
this was likely a Notchlip Redhorse (Moxostoma collapsum), one of only a couple species known
to the upper Broad River system (the other being the more slender V-lip Redhorse). These are fascinating fish. Like most other Redhorses, this long living native species is intolerant of polluted
waters. They eat benthic invertebrates and micro-crustaceans. Species of Redhorse, especially the
endangered Robust Redhorse (once thought extinct), were food fish for Native Americans—as evidenced by remains at archeological sites, of their mollusk-crushing molar-like pharyngeal teeth.
Since that first encounter, I have been paying attention to the Notchlip Redhorse on the Green River. One April while trout fishing, I spotted fish movement in a riffle and cast a nymph rig upstream.
The jerk and resulting line running off my reel indicated the trout I was casting to, once again was
no trout. When I finally got the bruiser in and released him, I was standing near the bank at the
base of a shoal. It was then I noticed that the whole bed of the river was covered in fish. I have
since taken to make it a point to return to that spot each April and witness this spawning event. I
also make it a point to let them be, and continue what they have been at for many millennium. Plying their biological niche in our local aquatic ecosystem.
When we focus our protection on ‘trout waters’,
we often lose sight of the fact that coldwater
conservation is for many fspecies as well as the
critter on this month’s front page, the Eastern
Hellbender. The lower Green River is marginal
trout water, and is not able to support native
Southern Appalachian Brook Trout. However, in
this ecocline, we do have the noble Notchlip
Redhorse.
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WELCOME New Members!
Current Pisgah Chapter membership = 383 Individual members
7 Business members

Jill Barger—Brevard
Paul Hudspeth—Hendersonville
Sofia Lilly—Columbus

Stephen Biesecker—Brevard
Thomas Lenweaver—Flat Rock
Danny Volrath—Cedar Mountain

The below were joined in February:
Susanne Barton—Tryon
Guy and Linda Beaudine—Brevard
Katie Cahn—Mountain Rest
Robert Dye—Brevard
J.Kevin Henebrey—Brevard
Bucky Jones—Brevard
Barbara McKay—Brevard
Robert Selle—Brevard
Jessica Whitmire—Rosman
Olivia Williams—Brevard

Ann Baker—Brevard
Donna Bryce—Brevard
Katie Dean—Asheville
Bob Hartsell—Hendersonville
Sarah Hysong—Brevard
Kurt McEntire—Brevard
Neal Mitchell—Brevard
James Waylon-Franzen—Rosman
Matthew Whitmire—Brevard

New members are encouraged to come to our Chapter Meetings.
New members will receive a New Member Packet at their first meeting!
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Pisgah Chapter Leaders Directory
2015-2016

President

Vice-President

Secretary

Treasurer

Past President

Mike Mihalas

Abbi Bagwell

Nicole Mihalas

Sara Jerome

Chris Ellis

mike@mihalas.com

abbibagwell@gmail.com

nicole@mihalas.com

jeromesa67@gmail.com

chris.ellis.pctu@gmail.com

828-577-8032

Carole Deddy

Dave Bender

Jim Czarnezki

Don Huneycutt

Bruce Jones

Ed Shearin

carolededdy@gmail.com

trout1941@gmail.com

czarnezki@

drhuneycutt@

jones0922@gmail.com

ed.shearin@gmail.com

netscape.net

morrisbb.net

Andrew Blythe

Justin McEntire

Jim Rumbough

wjmcentire@gmail.com

Jimrumbough@gmail.com andrewgblythe@gmail.com

Chris Franzen

Patrick Weaver

franzen@headwatersoutfitters.com

patrickweaver007@gmail.com

Snags & Snarls is published about
twelve times a year by the non-profit
conservation organization Pisgah Chapter of Trout Unlimited for its members
and supporters.

The Pisgah Chapter web site contains a
plethora of pertinent information and
resource links:

Address comments to:

Webmaster:

Snags & Snarls
PO Box 841
Hendersonville NC 28793-0841
SNAGS & SNARLS

http://www.pisgahchaptertu.org

Newsletter Editor:
Mark Byington

Linda Byington
linda@byingtonla.net

markb@byingtonla.net
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