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Snags & Snarls 
April 2017 

Newsletter of the Pisgah Chapter Trout Unlimited  

Serving Henderson, Transylvania, and Polk Counties in Western North Carolina  

A pril is turning out wonderfully, isn’t it? We have water in the 
creeks, bugs hatching, and trout rising. If you can take a break from 

the fishing, we have some fun events and volunteer opportunities com-
ing up as well: 
 
We have a chapter meeting this Thursday, April 13

th
!  Our speaker 

will be Justin “Treedog” McEntire, Pisgah TU board member and expe-
rienced local fly angler. He will be sharing his knowledge on WNC 
small stream techniques and equipment. Be at the Ecusta Brewery DFR 
Room at 36 E. Main St. in Brevard by 7 PM. Come early for lies and li-
bations! Get to Brevard even earlier for some great fishing within 
minutes of our meeting location. 
 
We have a fence building workday on Tuesday the 18th! Meet at the 
USFS Work Center at 9 AM. The Work Center is at 1346 Pisgah Hwy 
Pisgah Forest, NC just across 276 from the Davidson River campground. 
We will be preparing fencing materials for a couple of hours for future 
installation. You will definitely want to bring work gloves. Please let 
Tim Schubmehl know if you can help at schub444@gmail.com. 
 
We still have spots available for our Fly Fishing School on April 
29th! Here are the details and registration information: http://
www.pisgahchaptertu.org/FFS_2017.pdf 
 
Pisgah Pride Day is on April 29

th
 and signups are happening! Sign 

up by the 12th to get a free t-shirt. Pisgah TU will be leading both a road 
and river cleanup along the Davidson. Since I expect most of you have 
waders and are comfortable in the water, I’d encourage you to register 
for the river cleanup. Sign up here: https://www.pisgahconservancy.org/
how-you-can-help/pisgah-pride-day/pisgah-pride-day-registration.html 

President’s Message 
Chapter Events: 

April 13th, 2017 

7:00– 9:00 pm - PCTU 

Chapter Meeting @ the DFR 

Room—Brevard 

Featured Speaker: 

Justin McEntire 

 

April 18th 

9:00 a.m. 

Chapter Work Day 

Davidson River 

 

April 29th 

Fly Fishing School 

Harmon Field—Tryon, NC 

 

April 29th 

Pisgah Pride Day 

Davidson River 

 

May 6th 

Fly Fishing Film Tour 

Oskar Blues Brewery, Brevard 

In This Issue: 

• President’s Message 

• Upcoming Chapter Meet-

ing Program 

• PCTU Chapter News 

• The Editing Remains 

• New Members  

• Leadership Directory 

 

mailto:schub444@gmail.com
http://www.pisgahchaptertu.org/FFS_2017.pdf
http://www.pisgahchaptertu.org/FFS_2017.pdf
https://www.pisgahconservancy.org/how-you-can-help/pisgah-pride-day/pisgah-pride-day-registration.html
https://www.pisgahconservancy.org/how-you-can-help/pisgah-pride-day/pisgah-pride-day-registration.html
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Help teach fly tying to STREAM Girls on April 30th! An-
other volunteer opportunity we have is to teach fly tying to a 
group of STREAM Girls for a few hours late in the morning. 
STREAM Girls is a national TU program that gets Girls 
Scouts learning all about stream ecology, trout, and fly fish-
ing. Pisgah TU has all the vises, tools, and materials, we just 
need a few volunteers to help these girls tie their first woolly 
bugger! Please let me know if you can help via email at 
mike@mihalas.com. 
 
Lastly, mark the evening of May 6th on your calendar for 
the Fly Fishing Film Tour at Oskar Blues! We will have 
food, beer, a big raffle, and more! This event is free but please 
bring a camp chair so you can be sure to have a seat. 
 
Fish On!  
 
Mike 
 

President’s Message  - Continued 

Mike Mihalas, Pisgah TU President 

mailto:mike@mihalas.com
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Next Chapter Meeting is Thursday, April 13th @ 7:00 p.m.! 

MEETING LOCATION — DFR Room, Brevard 

For our April 13th meeting:  Justin “Treedog” McEntire! 

As a native of Brevard, NC, Justin has been fishing the most famous river in the Southeast, the Da-

vidson River, for over 20 years.  After deciding to focus on blue-lining, Justin picked up a 2-wt and 

headed deeper into the mountains of Western North Carolina, in pursuit of the beautiful Southern Appa-

lachian Brook Trout.  Chasing and protecting these native trout became his passion and he became an 

active member of the Pisgah Chapter of Trout Unlimited where he currently serves as a board member.  

Justin also dabbles in his blog Treedog Fly Fishing, a lifestyle and fly tying blog named after a pair of 

rescued coonhounds, Stonewall Jackson and General Lee.  Justin specializes in taking traditional fly 

patterns and re-tying them using modern materials and techniques.  He is branching out into the world 

of rod building as well and is very excited to be a new employee at Davidson River Outfitters.  Justin is 

well versed in 

many fly fishing 

techniques: from 

dry-fly fishing 

with 2-wt glass 

to euro-

nymphing to 

throwing 10-inch 

streamers for 

Muskie. There 

isn’t much water 

in WNC that Jus-

tin hasn’t spent 

time on.  Howev-

er, he’s happiest 

when he’s chas-

ing the 7 to 10-

inch native beau-

ties deep in the 

mountains he 

calls home.   

The DFR Room is located with Ecusta Brewery 

at 36 E Main St Brevard . 

Enter one door to right of entrance to Jaime’s 

restaurant. Parking is on the downtown streets. 

The meeting starts at 7 PM, but come early for re-

freshments and socialization.  
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PCTU Fly Fishing School  

Saturday April 29th—Harmon Field in Tryon, NC 

The Pisgah Chapter of Trout Unlimited's Fly Fishing School encompasses all the basic functions of 

fly fishing and is designed to put the new angler on the stream with basic self-sufficiency. We draw 

on the experience and talents of over 100 chapter members to provide the very best instruction on a 

personal basis not possible in a commercial enterprise. Participants also receive a 60-page 

"Introduction to Fly Fishing" on CD.  

Casting 

The techniques for basic casts are taught, including the overhead cast, the side arm cast, and the roll cast. 

Additionally, such functions as mending line, proper retrieve, and avoiding tangles are taught. 

Line Management 

This segment covers all of the essential knots used in the assembly of the line system. You will learn how to 

modify your leader to maximize your effectiveness in casting and outsmarting that wiley trout. 

Equipment and Safety 

Whether you have already acquired your equipment, or are starting from scratch, this segment will provide 

useful tips on necessary equipment and optional items to make the experience more enjoyable.  Also covered 

is wading safety. 

Stream Tactics, Entomology, and Fly Selection 

So you have the equipment and know how to cast and assemble your line; now how to select a fly and where 

to cast it?  This segment emphasizes the correct fly for the time of the year and the type of stream on which 

you are fishing. It will show you the natural insects which are imitated with various flies, how to match your 

artificials to these and how to determine if the trout are dining on them. 

Code of Ethics 

We believe in a code of ethics and stream etiquette and will discuss these important aspects of fly fishing. 

Half Day on the Stream 

It is one thing to learn it, but quite another to actually use it. This half day on the stream with our 

experienced mentor anglers, arranged to fit your schedule, 

provides an opportunity to use the lessons taught and to acquire 

additional assistance where 

needed. 

 
 

 

PCTU  — Chapter News 

http://www.pisgahchaptertu.org/FFS_2017.pdf
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Hello North Carolina TU Leaders! 
 
Last year Pisgah TU engaged with the US Forest 
Service and Clemson University to conduct a 
Macroinvertebrate Survey of the Davidson River. 
The purpose of this survey of the river is to establish 
the current health of the river. This survey is similar 
in scope to a survey we did in 2003, so the results of 
this will allow us to evaluate how the river has 
changed in that time period. The 2003 survey helped 
to drive a number of decisions made by the USFS 
regarding the watershed, and this current survey will 
do the same. The watershed is experiencing greatly 
increased use and consequently greater impacts. The 
trout hatchery on the Davidson is next in line to be 
updated, and the results of this survey will likely 
impact some of the decisions made around those plans. 
 
The survey is being led by Dr. John Morse of Clemson University, one of the world’s top macroinvertebrate 
taxonomists. The professional Society for Freshwater Science awarded him their Distinguished Service Award at 
its last meeting, mainly for his work to guide and oversee the operation of the SFS Taxonomic Certification 
Program for North America, providing professional certification for the taxonomic skills of persons identifying 
freshwater macroinvertebrates throughout the US and Canada. This year, under his leadership and authorship, a 
new book will be published, “Larvae of Southeastern USA Mayfly, Stonefly, and Caddisfly Species”; this 400+ 
page volume will be the most comprehensive treatment of these larvae ever attempted in North America. Dr. Morse 
is also a long-time Trout Unlimited member. 
 
The survey is already well underway, with three collections already having been made at the nine different 
collection sites. See attached photos of some of our members working with Dr. Morse. Nighttime light trapping is 
occurring as well. Along with the macroinvertebrate survey, we will also be doing a Basinwide Visual Estimation 
Technique (BVET) study of the Davidson River to evaluate the current habitat. The BVET will also work to drive 
future USFS and TU habitat work. 
 
As you all know, the Davidson River is one of the finest freestone trout streams in the southeast and is fished by 
folks from all over North Carolina and many other states. The total cost of the survey is $41,777, broken into four 
payments over the two year duration of the project. The USFS has generously contributed $20,000 to the study — a 
testament to its importance, leaving Pisgah TU with a $21,777 obligation. Given the regional importance of the 
Davidson River fishery, Pisgah TU is asking for other North Carolina TU chapters to consider helping 
support this project financially. 
 
The North Carolina TU state council has agreed to match any contribution made to this project, by a North 
Carolina TU chapter, one and a half times over. That means that if your chapter can contribute $1,000 to the 
project, NCTU will turn that into $2,500! Any amount will be of great help to Pisgah TU. Since we are making 
multiple payments, feel free to contribute some now and some next fiscal year. Checks can be sent to Pisgah TU, 
P.O. Box 2439, Brevard, NC 28712. If you do plan to contribute, please let me know so I can be sure to arrange the 
NCTU match. 
 
Please contact me if you have any questions or comments at mike@mihalas.com or at 828-577-8032. 
 
Thanks for your consideration! 
 
Mike Mihalas 
Pisgah TU President 

PCTU  — Chapter News 

mailto:mike@mihalas.com
tel:%28828%29%20577-8032
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The Editing Remains 
 

 
 
 
 

Ahh April! - 
 
When the streams and rivers are stocked ... 

With fishermen 
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WELCOME New Members! 
Current Pisgah Chapter membership = 387 Individual members 

7 Business members 

Perry Major Saluda 

John Mitchell Hendersonville 

Timothy Morris Brevard 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

New members are encouraged to come to our Chapter Meetings.  

New members will receive a New Member Packet at their first meeting!     
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Pisgah Chapter Leaders Directory 

 2015-2016 

Snags & Snarls is published about 
twelve times a year by the non-profit 
conservation organization Pisgah Chap-
ter of Trout Unlimited for its members 
and supporters. 
 
Address comments to: 

Snags & Snarls 

PO Box 841 

Hendersonville NC 28793-0841  

President 

Mike Mihalas 

mike@mihalas.com 

828-577-8032 

Newsletter Editor: 

Mark Byington 

markb@byingtonla.net 

Vice-President 

Abbi Bagwell 

abbibagwell@gmail.com  

Secretary 

Nicole Mihalas 

nicole@mihalas.com 

Treasurer 

Sara Jerome 

jeromesa67@gmail.com 

Past President 

Chris Ellis 

chris.ellis.pctu@gmail.com 

Carole Deddy 

carolededdy@gmail.com 

Dave Bender 

trout1941@gmail.com 

Jim Czarnezki 

czarnezki@ 

netscape.net 

Don Huneycutt 

drhuneycutt@ 

morrisbb.net 

Bruce Jones 

jones0922@gmail.com 

 

Justin McEntire 

wjmcentire@gmail.com 

Andrew Blythe  

andrewgblythe@gmail.com 

Ed Shearin 

ed.shearin@gmail.com  

The Pisgah Chapter web site contains a 

plethora of pertinent information and 

resource links: 

http://www.pisgahchaptertu.org 

Webmaster: 

Linda Byington 

linda@byingtonla.net 

Jim Rumbough 

Jimrumbough@gmail.com 

 

Chris Franzen 

franzen@headwatersoutfitters.com 

Patrick Weaver 

patrickweaver007@gmail.com 

 

http://www.pisgahchaptertu.org

