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W e have a lot going on with Pisgah Trout Unlimited!  

 

Open up your calendars and please add the events below: 

 

September 8
th

 is our chapter and annual meeting, and it 
will also be our official annual meeting during which we elect new 
officers. We will also have a great speaker as usual! 

 

September 24
th

 is Pisgah Pride Day put on by The Pisgah Con-
servancy. This is a volunteer workday put on TPC and will involve 
numerous forest user groups. Pisgah TU will be doing a road clean-
up and we need volunteers. Please email Jim Rumbough at 
jimrumbough@gmail.com to sign up. More specific time and loca-
tion details to follow, but expect to start around 9 AM and wrap by 
noon. 

October 1
st

 is Trout Chow 2016! What is Trout Chow 
2016? It is our annual member appreciation picnic! This is a family 
event, so please bring your along your family, kids and grandkids 
included. As a member appreciation event, so there is no charge. 
Further on in the newsletter are details and where you can RSVP. 
BBQ and fall trout fishing, what could be better? 

Snags & Snarls 
September 2016 

Newsletter of the Pisgah Chapter Trout Unlimited  

Serving Henderson, Transylvania, and Polk Counties in Western North Carolina  

President’s Message 

Chapter Events: 

September 8th, 2016 

7:00– 9:00 pm - PCTU Chapter 

Meeting @ Pardee Center— 

ANNUAL MEETING  

Featured Program: 

“Fiberglass Manifesto” 

Directions to Pardee Center 

 

OCTOBER 1st, 2016 

TROUT CHOW 2016 

PCTU Appreciation Picnic 

 

October 4th, 2016 

Chapter Board Meeting 

In This Issue: 

 President’s Message 

 Upcoming Chapter Meet-

ing Program 

 Chapter News 

 Fly of the Month 

 Yellowstone Report 

 The Editing Remains 

 New Members  

 Leadership Directory 

 

 

 

 

mailto:jimrumbough@gmail.com
http://www.pisgahchaptertu.org/New-Meeting-information.html
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I n other news, we have been very fortunate to receive a $3,600 grant from the Os-
kar Blues CAN’d Aid Foundation to support our Trout in the Classroom efforts! This 
will allow us to be able to continue to provide TIC equipment to schools at no cost to the 
school. We are constantly having to fund repairs and replacements, and this grant will carry 
us through for the next couple of years. Thank you CAN’d Aid! 

 

We are moving forward with our Davidson River Macroinvertebrate study in 
partnership with the Forest Service, Clemson University, and Brevard College. This two-
year study is a big project costing $42,000. The Forest Service is generously contributing 
$20,000. Pisgah TU is obligated to cover the remaining $22,000. 

 

We will be reaching out to other TU chapters to assist with this cost, considering that 
the Davidson is far more than a local fishery, and I am happy to report that the North Caroli-
na Trout Unlimited state council has agreed to match any NC TU chapter contribu-
tion one and a half times over. What that means is that if a NC TU chapter puts in 
$1,000, NCTU will match that and effectively turn the 
contribution into $2,500! This matching includes funds 
that Pisgah TU puts in as well, so our total potential obli-
gation is reduced to $8,000, but I expect it will be far less 
than that once we get other chapters on board. 

 

Fall fishing is right around the corner! Hope 
to see you at some of our upcoming events. 

 

Tight Lines, 

 

Mike Mihalas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President’s Message Continued 

Mike Mihalas, Pisgah TU President 

“At the outset the fact should be recognized 

that the community of fishermen constitute a 

separate class or a sub-race among the inhabit-
ants of the earth.” 

Grover Cleveland 



Home  

September Chapter Meeting Program -  

 

Cameron Mortenson is a dedicated 
"Glass Geek". He has been writing The 
Fiberglass Manifesto to promote the builders 
and companies that produce fiberglass fly 
rods.  Over time the focus has broadened to 
include reel makers, artists, photographers, 
writers, fly tiers, gear makers, filmmakers, 
and really anything else that he feels is 
noteworthy within the fly fishing 
industry.  T.F.M. is also his personal fly 
fishing journal where he chronicles trips 
(however infrequent) with photos and 
narrative. 

 
He strives to provide readers with original content that is informative and enjoyable to read which 
includes interviews, press releases, gear reviews, photography, videos, along with frequent contests 
and gear giveaways. 
 
Besides writing T.F.M., Cameron is a husband, father of two young children, and has a career that 
keeps him busier than you might believe. 
 
He continues to try to get better at what he is doing and is an active member of the Outdoors Writers 
Association of America (OWAA), the South Carolina Outdoor Press Association (SCOPe), as well 
as the American Fly Fishing Trade Association (AFFTA). 

September Chapter Meeting is Thursday, Sept. 8th @ 7:00 p.m.! 
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HEY BOO BOO,  

LET’S GO GET US A  

PIC-A-NIC BASKET 
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T his is a fly designed by Kevin 

Howell, owner of  Davidson River 

Outfitters in Pisgah Forest. For those 

that may be new to Pisgah TU or new 

to the area, Kevin's father and uncle 

actually spearheaded the startup of  

the Pisgah Chapter of  Trout 

Unlimited.  Kevin grew up fishing the Davidson River and the many surrounding 

streams, so he knows a "bunch" about catching trout in Western NC and what it 

takes to get'em to eat. If  you didn't already know, DRO (Davidson River Outfitters) 

recently relocated, albeit only about 100 feet across the parking lot, into what was 

previously the HUB bicycle shop. The new location gives DRO approximately an 

additional 1,000 square feet of  space which has been badly needed for several years.  

Terms I hear often from Kevin are "buggy" 

and "rubber legs". Well, this fly hit on both 

of  those points and from experience  

I can tell you "buggy" and "rubber legs" do 

catch trout.  

Howell's 

Trip Saver 



Materials List: 

Hook:  Any good, heavy wire nymph/wet fly hook size 8 to 16 

Thread:  6/0 - Brown 

Tail/Antenna: X-Small Brown Rubber Leg Material  

Abdomen: SLF Whitlock "Red Fox Squirrel Thorax" dubbing 

Rib:  Small Pearl Tinsel 

Thorax:  Ice Dub - Dark Dun Ice Dubbing 

Hackle/Collar:  Hungarian Partridge 

Bead:   Black Tungsten   

 

 As always, I start by pinching down the barb, placing 

the bead on the hook and securing the hook in the vise 

(Photo #1). You'll note that the recipe above calls for a 

black bead but, at the time I only had copper. 

 

Start your thread between the bead and the hook eye. 

Generally, with bead head flys we start the thread behind 

the bead but with this fly we'll be tying legs in behind the 

eye so start your thread between the bead and hook eye. 

(Photo #2) 

Fold a section of  rubber leg material and secure it just behind the eye with the legs 

protruding over the eye using as x-wrap to help keep the legs splayed. Clip any 

excess from behind the tie in point, secure with a whip 

finish and clip the thread 

and push the bead 

forward snagging it up 

tight against the leg tie 

in point. (Photos #3, #4) 
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Now restart you tying thread behind 

the bead and lay down a thread base 

back to just above the barb. 

Tie in a second set of  rubber legs using 

the same technique as for the front legs. 

This time the legs will point to the 

back. (Photo #6) 

 

 At this point tie in a section of  small pearl tinsel 

which will be used latter for a rib. (Photo #7) 

 

  

Now, using what Kevin calls "touch dubbing", 

loosely dub and build up the thorax forward to 

just behind the bead. Remember the term "buggy"? By loosely twisting the 

dubbing onto the thread you'll end up with a "buggy" thorax. (Photos #8, #9) 

 

SNAGS & SNARLS                                                                                                    September 2016                                                                                             Page  7     Home  



Prepare an appropriate sized Hungarian 

Partridge feather. You'll want the caller to 

end up 3/4 to almost the length of  the 

body. Tie in the Partridge feather by the 

tip and make 1 1/2 to 2 turns making sure 

the burbles are sloping towards the back 

of  the fly. Not to worry if  they don't flow 

back as you may like, as you will be 

adding additional dubbing between the 

bead and the hackle which will help force the 

hackle to lay back. (Photos #10, #11) 

 

Loosely dub a 

small amount of  Ice Dub to form the thorax 

behind the bead. (Photo #12) 

 

  

Whip finish, 

clip the thread away and apply head cement. 

 

 

 

 

That's it. Not all that difficult and it 

works well.  

Go get'em... 
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I  just returned the 18
th
 from a week in Gar-

diner and floated the Yellowstone with Park’s 
flyshop with my son and two grandsons. No 
word of the fish kill problem then (see follow-
ing story on Page 9), but the water was very 
low and warm- about half the normal Yellow-
stone flow. We did catch fish floating and in-
side the park. Montana has a major drought 
with some rivers closed and/or very low. 
 

 The boy holding the Cutthroat is Evan Lewis, my 17 year old grandson who at-
tended Rivercourse 2 years ago and now is really "hooked" on fly fishing!  
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SNAGS & SNARLS                                                                                               August 2016                                                                                                         Page  10     

Montana Fish, Wildlife, and Parks Press Release: 

Wa t e r b o d y  Re s t r i c t i o n s ,  C l o s u r e s  &  Re o p e n i n g s  

Friday, August 19, 2016 

(Bozeman, Mont.)—Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks is implementing an immediate closure of all water-based 
recreation (fishing, wading, floating, tubing, boating, etc.) on the Yellowstone River and its tributaries from Yel-
lowstone National Park’s northern boundary at Gardiner to the Highway 212 bridge in Laurel. This significant 
action on the part of the Department is in response to the ongoing and unprecedented fish kill on the Yellow-
stone. This action is necessary to protect the fishery and the economy it sustains. The closure will also help limit 
the spread of the parasite to adjacent rivers through boats, tubes, waders and other human contact and minimize 
further mortality in all fish species. 

In the past week, FWP has documented over 2,000 dead Mountain Whitefish on some affected stretches of the 
Yellowstone. With that, FWP estimates the total impact to Mountain Whitefish in the Yellowstone to be in the 
tens of thousands. FWP has also recently received reports of the kill beginning to affect some Rainbow and Yel-
lowstone Cutthroat Trout. 

Test results from samples sent to the U.S. and Wildlife Service Fish Health Center in Bozeman show the catalyst 

for this fish kill to be Proliferative Kidney Disease – one of the most serious diseases to impact whitefish and 

trout. The disease, caused by a microscopic parasite, is known to occur in Canada, the U.S. and Europe. It has 

been documented previously in only two isolated locations in Montana over the past 20 years. Recent outbreaks 

have occurred in Washington, Oregon and Idaho. In trout, research has shown this disease to have the potential 

to cause 20 to 100 percent mortality. The parasite does not pose a risk to humans. 

In addition to the closure on the Yellowstone, FWP is asking for the public’s assistance in pre-

venting the spread of this parasite by properly cleaning (CLEAN.DRAIN.DRY) all equipment prior 

to moving between waterbodies (i.e., boats, waders, trailers). FWP has also set up two Aquatic Inva-

sive Species decontamination 

stations set up along I-90 near 

the affected area in an effort to 

help reduce the chance of this 

parasite moving to other rivers.  



Home  

The Editing Remains 
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The National Park  

Service Turns 100! 

 

Have you fished in your 

favorite National Park 

this year? 

The late PCTU member Dr. Mike Dennis leads a group up Hazel Creek in the 

Great Smoky Mountains National Park. 
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WELCOME New Members! 
Current Pisgah Chapter membership = 357 Individual members 

6 Business members 

TU is experiencing technical difficulties the  

 result of which is  

  

preventing this editor from being   

  

 able to access 

  

the chapter roster.  

  

 Tune in next time 

  

for updates.  

  

New members are encouraged to come to our Chapter Meetings in Hendersonville.  

New members will receive a New Member Packet  

at their first meeting!    Directions to Pardee Center 

http://www.pisgahchaptertu.org/New-Meeting-information.html


  

Home  

Pisgah Chapter Leaders Directory 

 2015-2016 

Snags & Snarls is published about 
twelve times a year by the non-profit 
conservation organization Pisgah Chap-
ter of Trout Unlimited for its members 
and supporters. 
 
Address comments to: 

Snags & Snarls 

PO Box 841 

Hendersonville NC 28793-0841  

President 

Mike Mihalas 

mike@mihalas.com 

828-577-8032 

Newsletter Editor: 

Mark Byington 

markb@byingtonla.net 

Vice-President 

Abbi Bagwell 

abbi@flymenfishing 

company.com 

Secretary 

Carole Deddy 

carolededdy@gmail.com 

Treasurer 

Sara Jerome 

jeromesa67@gmail.com 

Past President 

Chris Ellis 

chris.ellis.pctu@gmail.com 

828-243-5728 

Lou Barlow 

riverrooster@me.com 

Dave Bender 

trout1941@gmail.com 

 

Jim Czarnezki 

czarnezki@netscape.net 

 

Don Huneycutt 

drhuneycutt@morrisbb.net 

Bruce Jones 

jones0922@gmail.com 

 

Tom Kellner 

kellcn@att.net  

Justin McEntire 

wjmcentire@gmail.com 

Jim Rumbough 

jimrumbough@gmail.com 

 

Dick Schaad 

rschaad@ymail.com  

Ed Shearin 

ed.shearin@gmail.com  

The Pisgah Chapter web site  contains a 

plethora of pertinent information and 

resource links: 

http://www.pisgahchaptertu.org 

Webmaster: 

Linda Byington 

linda@byingtonla.net 
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