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September  2015

The Peaceful Waters of Home

Presidents Message

Hi Folks, The drought has been busted, and just in time for the Delayed Harvest stockings.  It’s been a long 
dry summer and the fish will appreciate the cooler temperatures and in-
creased water volume from the recent storm.  

This will be my last President’s message as our newly elected President 
will be leading our Chapter moving forward.  It has been an honor serving 
the Pisgah Chapter as President.  I will continue to serve on the Board of 
Directors for the next 2 years as Past President.   I am very pleased to turn 
the Presidency over to Mike Mihalas who has a lot of TU experience and 
will bring to our Chapter his Wisconsin TU knowledge.   

Congratulations to our newly elected Board members: Sara Jerome – Trea-
surer, Carole Deddy – Secretary and Directors: Dick Schaad, Ed Shearin, 
Lou Barlow, Tom Kellner, Don Huneycutt, Jim Czarnezki, Dave Bender, 

Bruce Jones, Dick Vanick, and Justin Mcintive.    

Many thanks to the Board members leaving the Board:  Mark Byington, Past President, Skip Sheldon, Trea-
surer, Linda Byington, Director,  and Lou Dontero, Director.   Skip, Linda, and Mark have all served the 
Chapter as Past Presidents and in many other ways.  Both Skip and Linda have been awarded our Distin-
guished Service Award for 20+ years of service to the Pisgah Chapter.

The new Board’s first item of business will be to review the Draft Budget for the coming year that Skip 
Sheldon has prepared.  This usually takes a couple of sessions.  The Board will also review the fund raising 
option and project income for the next 12 months.  In the past we have depended on member contributions, 
the Fly Fishing School, Auction items, Fly Raffle, and merchandise sales.  We may try to expand this with 
Fly Fishing Film events with our local breweries, grants and other Ideas that are forthcoming.  



SNAGS & SNARLS September  2015 Page 2

As an introduction to our Board of Directors, bios for past board members can be found in past issues of 
the Snags & Snarls Newsletter from our Website.  In the next few issues we will publish the biographies 
for the members new to the Board.  

Dave Bender, Jim Czarnezki : http://www.pisgahchaptertu.org/Snags-Snarls/2014-01.pdf

Don Huneycutt: http://www.pisgahchaptertu.org/Snags-Snarls/2015-06.pdf

Dick Schaad: http://www.pisgahchaptertu.org/Snags-Snarls/2014-05.pdf

Ed Shearin, Lou Barlow, Carole Deddy: http://www.pisgahchaptertu.org/Snags-Snarls/2015-02-rev.pdf

My trip to Wisconsin this September was a somewhat humbling experience.  I had a couple of zero fish 
days.  I did visit a lot of new streams and caught fish on hoppers, leach patterns, zebra midge.  I  had a 15 
fish day  on Blue Wing Olive dries for brook trout, and  caught some large fish   The numbers were down 
overall from my trip last year.  This was in part due to the low water. 

  

Wisconsin had only a 40% snow pack during the winter, which was not made up during the spring and 
summer.  The low water conditions made the fish very spooky.  Steve Fromholtz, who had a few 20 and 30 
fish days reported seeing scores of fish darting up stream as he approached in the South Fork of the Bad Ax 
River.  This was in a stream section that fished very well last year.

We had six in our party including Dick Schaad, 
Steve Fromholtz,  Doug McEvoy, Steve Her-
ring, and Chuck Dauphine. We had our meals 
together and told a lot of fishing stories around 
the table.  Between the Goldenrod, Stream side 
asters, and Bachelor Buttons, we helped keep 
the local fly shop (The Driftless Angler) in 
business.
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We flew into Madison Wisconsin which is around a two hour drive from our cabins.  The country 
side is picture postcard, however we were a little early in the season for the fall foliage.  We stayed 
outside the town of Coon Valley (well named – coon tracks everywhere).  Also, it seems all around 
the area you see original log cabins with hand hewn logs from the original settlers.   This is Amish 
country and the major highways have wide paved shoulders, similar but wider than our roadside 
bike trails.

We were also a little early for the Blue Wing Olives (BWO).  There wasvery little top water this year 
with the exception of grasshoppers.  Last year we were there during the last two weeks of the month 
and it was easy to stock fish rising to BWO’s.   Most of our effort was sub surface in the morning 
followed with hoppers in the afternoon. 
 I did come to realize there are no hoppers in the dense stands of Goldenrod.  Our best luck was in 
streams that had grass along the stream side.  Steve Fromholtz’s advice was to cast two inches from 
the stream bank or to flip it in to the stream from the grass.   In my opinion there is nothing that 
beats a ker-splooch of a hopper nailed by a nice brown trout.  

Coon Creek
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Many of the fish we caught this year were behind stream improvement structures due to the low water.  
Wisconsin has for many years with support of Trout Unlimited worked with land owners to purchase or 
lease access rights to many of its streams.  A lot of work has been done in the past to create stream structure 
to support large fish. 

Several folks have asked me if I plan 
to return to Wisconsin for trout.  I 
answer this with a perhaps.  First I 
would visit at the last two weeks 
of September or in May before the 
weeds have grown.  Second, I would 
make sure the water levels are similar 
to those I experienced in 2014.  Wis-
consin offers a unique opportunity 
for trout fishing with a lot of nice 
sized fish and many streams to choose 
from.  Under the right conditions I 
believe this can be a great fishing 
destination.
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TU National Meeting

John Kies is the new NC TU State Council Chairman, and also a member of the Pisgah Chapter.  
John attended the 2015 TU National meeting In Scranton, PA and recommended that our member-
ship pay particular attention to the Risk Management section from the following web page link:  

http://www.tu.org/get-involved/national-events/2013-annual-meeting/annual-meetings-resources

By browsing the content and presentations below from the web site you will get a good under-
standing of what the national organization is promoting.  

  Annual Meetings - Resources

        2015 Annual Meeting - Scranton, PA

2015 Meeting Program
2015 Awards Program
2015 Registration and Contact List
2015 State of TU Presentation
2015 State of the Grassroots Video
2015 State of the Grassroots Presentation
2015 Financial Update
2015 Board of Trustee Report, Election and Bylaw Ammendments
A Fresh Look At Member Engagement
Angler Science Presentation
Nonprofit Leadership Presentation
Restoration Stewardship Presentation
The TU Brand Evolution Presentation
TU Brand and Logo Downloads
Risk Management Presentation

Conclusion

We are off to a great year with a well-staffed board.  This includes a huge Trout in the Classroom 
program supporting 12 classes.  We also have the prospect of expanding our Davidson River 
project with a macro invertebrate study; new opportunities for fund raising; and the prospect of 
expanding our Trout In the Classroom Kids days.  You will be called to support the Board as you 
always have with both our fund raising, education programs, and conservation projects.  We have 
a great Chapter, and we are working to make it greater.

Forever walking in wet places,
Chris Ellis
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So 
Long 
Bob

Bob Daubert left Hendersonville and moved to the Raleigh area in July of  this year, much 
to our Chapter’s sorrow.  Bob retired to Hendersonville and then unretired for a while as an 
instructor at Blue Ridge Community College.  As an avid fly fisherman, he fished as much of  
Western North Carolina as he could.  Some years with a thousand fish total. 

 Bob contributed as much as anyone to the success or our chapter during his 20+ years of  
Chapter membership.  He served as a Pisgah Board member, newsletter author, fly fishing 
school (FFS) instructor, FFS Coordinator, River Course counselor, chapter program present-
er, Casting for Recovery coach, Kids Fishing Day coach, Davidson river project leader,  au-
thor of  grants, stocking, road cleanup, construction projects on the Davidson River, Move a 
Mountain Day counselor, banquet auctioneer, mentor for FFS, and chapter fishing mentor.  
Anytime help was needed Bob was eager to volunteer.

Bob Daubert has been a friend of  mine since I joined the Chapter in 2001.  He took me on 
my first delayed harvest fishing trip to the Green River.  Bob coached me in streamer fishing, 
and fly tying, and accompanied me on fishing trips to Yellowstone and Big Sky.  Bob was an 
enthusiastic chapter member who always brightened up my day at chapter meetings.  He is 
a wonderful story teller and when traveling with Bob the hours melt away.  Bob was awarded 
in 2014 the Pisgah Chapter’s highest award, the Distinguished Service Award, for 20+ years 
of  outstanding service to the Pisgah Chapter.  

Bob, I know you will continue to follow our chapter news and we look forward to a visit from 
time to time.  Good luck and good fishing in the east.  

(written by Chris Ellis on behalf  of  the Pisgah Chapter TU)
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Meeting Highlights from September

Damon Harmon is a 
Conservation Director for 
Trout Unlimited.  He rep-
resents the intersets of 
the National Trout Unlim-
ited throughout the South-
east.  Pisgah Chapter TU 
makes contributions to 
help with this program.

Building culverts is 
central to the 
conservation work of 
Trout Unlimited.  Culverts 
improve stream flow and 
re-establish natural migra-
tion patterns giving fish a 
better chance to survive 
flow and temperature 
fluctuations.  Roads are 
improved too as there are 
less washouts after heavy 
rains.  These projects are 
truly win/win.

It appears that lightning does strike 
twice!

For the second month in a row, the 
winner of the monthly fly raffle was Jim 

Rumbough.

Congratulations again, Jim.
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Fly of the Month
submittted by Chris Ellis

This time of the year before the first frost, the terrestrials are going strong.  A clear body ant off a cricket or 
hopper or Elk Hair Caddis might do the trick.  The following pattern uses a light cured plastic which makes 
finishing hard body insects quick.  

This pattern tied by Curtis Fry can be viewed on YouTube at the following link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RpdUdPW85AU

Materials

fig. 2

After wrapping 
the hook, cut a 
piece of 1mm 
foam a couple 
of inches long 
and attach at 
the bend of the 
hook.

fig. 3

Hard 
Body 
Ant

fig. 1

Wrap the 
foam near the 
middle of the 
hook shank.  

fig. 4

fig. 3A

A few mm will 
be left in the 

middle for the 
hackle.

fig. 5
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Whip finish 
to build up a 
small head.

fig. 6

Add a 
small 

amount 
of Clear 

Cure Goo 
to the foam 
and work 
with a tool 
around the 
fly, leaving 
the middle 

thread 
bare.

fig. 7

Cure the 
Goo with 

the light on 
each side.

fig. 8

Wrap some 
thread in the 
middle of the 
fly and tie in 

the hackl
Whip Finish.

    fig. 9

Get it wet and catch 
some fish!

Tie off the 
foam and trim 
the excess 
and do the 
same with a 
second piece 
of foam leav-
ing a small 
gap of bare 
thread in the 
middle.  

fig. 5
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