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New Editor
I am excited 
to be the new 
editor for Snags 
and Snarls.  It 
is a big job and 
responsibility as 
our newsletter 

is, for many people, the public face 
of Pisgah TU chapter.  Thanks to 
the commitment  of those who have 
preceded me I have inherited  what 
will continue to be a great resource 
for fly fishers in Western North 
Carolina and beyond.

For the past 14 years I have been 
department chair and teacher in 
the photography degree program 
at McDowell Tech in Marion.  Prior 
to teaching at McDowell Tech I was 
involved in various endeavors over 
the years.  Though I am new to the 
world of fly fishing I have a lot of 
experience in the outdoor world.  
In 1980 I started Liberty Bicycles, 
though I am no longer affiliated with 
them.  I also spent several years as 
a manager at Black Dome Mountain 
Sports, while I continued to pursue 
photography. I started my career as a 
photographer for the Woodstock Daily 
Sentinel in Woodstock, IL.

With your help, support, and patience 
I am looking forward to this new 
challenge.  I welcome your input and 
editorial ideas so don’t hesitate to let 
me know what is on your mind and 
how I can make improvements in 
Snags and Snarls.  I may be the new 
editor but it is our news letter.

President’s Message
Chris Ellis

Aw spring has sprung.  Trout are 
feeding on the surface, and life is 
good!  My last trip in March was to the 
North Mills River at the Camp ground 
with Chas Glatzer.   Chas was having 
a great day swinging and dragging 
orange eggs across current.  I had 
some luck with a red midge and a 
small bead head nymph. However, I 
was perplexed by trout dimpling and tailing while feeding 
all afternoon on midge emergers.  I got some interest in 
a small black size 20 trico like dry fly, but my hookup rate 
was low.   I guess I’ll be working on tying some midge 
patterns.  

Dick Schaad suggested greasing the 
tippet and using small midge larvae flies 
floated in the surface film.  He used this 
method recently to take a large rainbow 
just below the Bridge on the North Mills.
Chas has been frequenting the North 
Mills and coaching a new fly fisherman 
he met on the stream, Josh Gorelick 
from Asheville.  After supplying him with 
some instruction and giving him a green 

Size 20 trico flies 
tied in reverse 
with the hackles in 
the rear.
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whopper, Josh landed 
several nice rainbow.

I snapped his picture 
and used this 
opportunity to talk about 
Trout Unlimited, our 
Pisgah Chapter, website, 
and fly fishing school.  After taking several 
pictures of trout he caught, I gave him my 
e-mail address.  Josh sent me an e-mail and 
I returned his trout pictures and a link to our 
website.  Helping out new trout fishermen 
you meet on the stream is a great way of 
recruiting folks into TU.

Donation from Al Rogers Estate
Al Roger’s Daughter, Cindy Budin, donated 
supplies for fly tying; a custom Rod, reel 
and line; and 265 flies to the Chapter in Al’s 
memory.   Skip estimates the value at $1,573.  
The Board decided to donate the fly tying 
materials to River Course.  The flies and the 
fly rod combination will be used for raffles 
and/or an auction.  

Gate to Trace Ridge Open
The road to Trace Ridge at the Mills River 
Campground has been reopened.  Sherry 

Finnan of the USFS said the road had been 
closed for the last Month due to poor road 
conditions from the freeze and wet weather 
conditions.  The gate has been reopened as 
of the last week in March.  

Chapter Jobs
We are now gaining steam on reviving our 
dormant New Member Packet thanks to Lou 
Barlow and Dave Bender.  Also, thanks to 
Ed Shearin and Carole Deddy for getting our 
Trout in the Classroom program publicized 
in local newspapers.   However, we are still 
looking for someone to organize and maintain 
our system of id badges for our monthly 
meetings.  Please contact Chris Ellis at chris.
ellis.pctu@gmail.com if you can volunteer for 
this job.

Estate Planning 
Our endowment fund is now at $8,405 
(depending on the market).  Our current plan 
is to have it grow to 50K and then use the 
earnings to support special projects.  When 
you do estate planning please consider 
leaving funds to the Pisgah Chapter to help 
us increase our project support.

National Get Outdoors Day
The National Get Outdoors Day is 
scheduled for June 13, with outdoor skills 
demonstrations, activities and crafts. 
Admission to the site and all activities are 
free. This is an excellent way to partner with 
the USFS to support a Cradle of Forestry 
event.
  
Each year we have participated in the Forest 
Festival Day at the Cradle of Forestry (This 
year October).  Joe Moore, Charlie Dodson 
and John Johnson are the regulars at this 
event which has room for about 5 or 6 
participants.  We introduce folks to TU, fly 
tying, and fly fishing.  If you are interested 
in participating please contact Chris Ellis at 
chris.ellis.pctu@gmail.com.  

Green Whopper 
(http://www.pisgah-
chaptertu.org/Snags-
Snarls/2011-07.pdf 

Josh Gorelick with a nice trout and his happy coach 
Chas Glatzer.
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The USDA Forest Service is a National 
Get Outdoors Day partner. The campaign 
encourages Americans, especially youth, to 
seek out healthy, active outdoor lifestyles, 
connect with nature and embrace public 
lands. The Forest Service has an ongoing 
commitment to engage children with nature 
through various programs in support of 
President Obama’s America’s Great Outdoors 
initiative and the First Lady’s Let’s Move! 
Outside campaign.

In this spirit, a variety of activities on June 
13 will showcase outdoor adventure sports, 
traditional sportsmanship, and camp and 
trail skills in the Cradle of Forestry’s scenic 
setting.

• Fly fishing and fly tying demonstrations 
with Trout Unlimited

• Archery with the NC Bowhunters 
Association

• Still-water paddling with canoes and 
kayaks taught by Headwaters Outfitters

• Biking techniques and maintenance with 
The Hub and Sycamore Cycles

• Interactive camping displays
• Intro to rock climbing lessons with Pura 

Vida Adventures
• Exploring aquatic ecosystems with Muddy 

Sneakers naturalists
• Demonstration of Leave-No-Trace 

principles
• Guided nature walk
• Outdoors-inspired crafts

For more information: http://www.
fs.usda.gov/detail/nfsnc/news-
events/?cid=STELPRDB5422444

Nature Play Day Event
We had a good showing from the Pisgah 
Chapter On March 21 at the North Carolina 
Arboretum’s first Nature Play Day.  Thanks 

to Steve Herring for demonstrating fly tying; 
Chas and Sherry Glatzer and Carole Deddy 
for their help with casting instruction; Bob 
Daubert with his flies and macro invertebrate 
collection of aquatic insects; and John 
Rountree (our new editor) displaying 
equipment and photographing the event.  

We learned a few lessons which we will pass 
on to the Arboretum staff about where we 
should set up next year.  Folks had a hard 
time finding us at the Education Center.  We 
moved the Casting instruction closer to the 
Main Arboretum center and our attendance 
picked up.  I had to leave early and noticed 
a line of cars waiting to enter at 12:30.   
The event seemed to pick up steam in the 
afternoon.  This may be another factor the 
Arboretum staff may consider for next year, 
as this year’s event was to end at 2:00 PM.  
A good number of students enjoyed the 
casting instruction and took fliers for our Fly 
Fishing School.   Meeting the public at events 
like these are an important outreach for the 
Chapter.  The more we can expose the public 
to fly fishing and the mission of TU, the better 
for cold water conservation.

Conclusion
April and May are big months for the Chapter.  
We are winding down our Trout in the 
Classroom (TIC) program, ramping up for 
our Kids Fishing Day for our TIC students, 
and pulling together all the tasks for our Fly 
Fishing School.   

We currently have 12 students registered 
for the Saturday April 18 Fly Fishing School, 
and we seem to get another every few days.  
We currently have 13 mentors who have 
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volunteered to take students for the half 
day on the water, and we could use 2 more 
volunteers for this.  We also could use 2 
more casting coaches and 1 more knot coach 
depending on the final number of students.  
Please contact Bob Daubert to volunteer 
(mjrldaub@bellsouth.net) 

Thank you for your good support for our 
Capital Campaign, as we are already a third 
of the way to our budgetary goal. We will 
be increasing our need to support Chapter 
programs and projects, and we need to find 
ways to fund our expanding TIC program and 
Davidson River Project.  For example Don 
Hunycutt, our corporate outreach director, 
has made contact with Oskar Blues Brewery 
in Brevard for a June 19 Fly Fishing Festival 
event.  We are invited to have a table and 
offer raffle items to solicit membership in the 
Chapter and help support the project Healing 
Waters. Don is also working to establish 
a relationship with the Sierra Nevada 
Brewery in Mills River.  These Breweries are 
advocates for conservation and clean water 
which is in-line with our interests.

The Chapter is working on several fronts to 
increase Chapter knowledge for new Board 
Members and to better utilize and serve our 
membership.  Kiki Mathews is working on 
a membership survey to help assess the 
Chapter member interests and talents.  Jim 
Czarnezki is working on a Board Member 
Manuel to provide all the key information to 
more quickly bring new Board Members up to 
speed.  These coupled with job descriptions 
and artifacts to help execute these jobs will 
make our Chapter more efficient for the 
future.   

I want to welcome John Rountree who is our 
new Editor for the Snags & Snarls.  This is 

one of the most important jobs in the Chapter 
as the Newsletter is the view members and 
non-members get of the work we do.  In order 
to help us achieve an outstanding publication 
please consider submitting content to 
John.  His contact information is trout@
cosmikdebris.net.

The March Brown’s should be coming off any 
day now, so get your fly box prepared and 
take advantage of the wonderful weather and 
abundance of fish.

Keep it wild,

Chris  
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Program for April 9 -   Native Fish Initiative 
Fred Harris - Natural Resource Specialist

Fred is a professional fishery biologist.  He served at the North Carolina Wildlife Commission in field 
positions eventually becoming Chief of the Division of Inland Fisheries.  He finished his professional 
career at the Commission serving as Acting Executive Director of the Commission prior to retirement.  
He now serves the North Carolina Wildlife Federation as the Federation’s Natural Resources 
Specialist.  During his career Fred served as President of the American Fishery Society, the national 

fishery scientist organization. Fred was also 
just presented the C.W. Watson Award of 
the Southeastern Association of Fish and 
Wildlife Agencies (SEAFWA).  The C.W. 
Watson Award is the most prestigious 
award given by the SEAFWA Directors. 
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A year ago I decided to participate in an 
adventure to fish in Argentina with three 
friends from the International Woman’s Fly 
Fishing Federation.  My friends are from 
California and we met up in Atlanta for an 
overnight 
10-hour 
flight  to 
Buenos 
Aires.  I 
had no 
idea what 
to expect 
from 
either the 
Argentine 
culture 
or the fishing because I was a newbie to 
Argentina.  My travel companions had been 
to all parts of Argentina and Chile multiple 
times....one of my companions was the 
85-year old wife of Mel Krieger who is an 
icon in Argentina.  Fanny and Mel Krieger 
traveled to Argentina at least once per year 
since 1970.  Mel introduced fly fishing to 
Argentines in 1970 and introduced catch 
and release in the 1980s.  Over the past 
40 years, they made many phenomenal 
friends and many fishing areas have 
obelisks and memorials constructed in 
honor of Mel.  These relationships proved 
invaluable when the best of travel plans 
collapsed due to torrential rains at one of 
our destinations. 
 
We landed in Buenos Aires at 8 am; I took 
an English speaking guided tour of the 
city in the afternoon and went to one of 
the famed tango shows in the evening.  
Buenos Aires is huge and compares 
to New York City in size and has a 

cosmopolitan atmosphere.  The country is 
politically fragile and my tour was diverted 
away from the president’s compound due 
to a volatile demonstration in progress.  
The peso is extremely volatile; American 
dollars are in huge demand....vendors 
will make incredible deals in exchange 
for dollars and there is a significant “blue” 
market, but care must be taken.  For 
reasons I never got an answer to, banks 
had long lines, thus the wait to get into a 
bank was at least 30 minutes. 
 
We stayed overnight in Buenos Aires and 
transferred to the Buenos Aires domestic 
airport for a flight to Junin  which is close to 
San Martin de los Andes.  This is the very 
northern part of Patagonia.  The fishing 
lodge was a compound, the guides used 
comfortable pontoon floats, and we fished 
several different rivers from 9 am to 7 pm.  
Weather was about 50 degrees in morning 
and mid 70s in afternoon.  March is the 
last month of Argentina’s summer, thus 
waters were low and warm.  Other than 

an occasional 
cowboy tending 
an estancia, we 
saw no one else 
near the river.  
The catching 
included 
rainbows, 
browns and 
something else 
known to the 
locals.  There 
were some 30 
inch rainbows, 
but even the 12 
inch fish fought 

Fishing Argentina

A decent brown

A goucho tending an estancia
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like monsters.  We were using 4 x leaders 
and 3 x tippet and large hoppers and 
beetles.  Great fun. 
 
The next part of the adventure involved 
flights back to Buenos Aires and a flight to 
Salta for a week of dorado fishing.  Salta 
is at the equator and totally different from 
Patagonia in terms of insects, culture, 
fishing techniques, and expectations.  The 
first clue should 
have been 
the pack list 
which included 
sleeping bags, 
headlamps 
and bug 
netting.  While 
in Patagonia, 
we got word 
from the Salta 
outfitter that 
they had 
been having 
torrential rains, 
that the two 
hour horseback 
ride into the 
camp may not 
be passable 
due to slishy 
mud, the rivers were brown, extremely high 
and too dangerous to wade or float. 
 
Thanks to Fanny’s many friends and 
knowledge of the country, we were able to 
change itineraries with some certainty that 
we would be taken care of.   So we took a 
bus to the city of San Carlos de Bariloche, 
took a day off from fishing to orientate 

ourselves and take care of logistics such as 
canceling flights, hotels in Salta, scheduling 
guides, etc.    We fished for the next five 
days using pontoon floats for the Monso 
river and drift boats for the Illumae.   The 
waters were crystal clear, sometimes 
green sometimes more turquoise,  with 
beautiful river bottoms and structure along 
the edges.  Saw lots of huge torpedo sized 
fish, but landed mostly 12 inchers and 
sardines sized embarrassments.  Long 
distance releases were common and 
breaking leaders on the bigger fish was 
disappointing.  That said, nothing beats dry 
fly fishing for wild fish. 
 
Bariloche  is primarily a winter ski resort 
town about the size of Asheville with a 
European flavor.  Almost no one speaks 
English.  Chile can be seen and accessed 
within an hour.  Just by coincidence, I 
met up with my brother and sister in law, 
Al and Roze, for two days in Bariloche.  
Roze speaks fluid Spanish which made life 
easier for the two days we hung out.  They 
had been spending two months touring 
Chile and Argentina and their itineraries 
had been altered because of a volcano 
and wild fire.  So meeting up was just by 
chance. 
 
The adventure was fun, but turned out 
to be expensive with flight cancellations 
and the Salta outfitter refusing to refund 
our monies which were deposited in a 
Miami bank.  All of the outfitters required 
American money because the peso and 
government are not stable at the current 
time....it is an election year.  I am glad 
to be home and look forward to small 
stream fishing in WNC.   Most likely, 
when faced with a decision again, I would 
choose to take three trips to Montana for 
the same cost and quality of fishing.  My 
next adventure is to the Big Horn River 
in mid June.  We still have four slots 
open if anyone is interested, contact me 
at carolededdy@gmail.com.

Contributed by 
Carole Deddy

Typical dress in the country
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Sycamore Flats, Pisgah National Forest. - 
Davidson River School’s Andy Bullwinkel 
Science Teacher and his Biology class 
released their trout fingerlings into the 

Davidson River 
at Sycamore 
Flats Picnic 
Area, Pisgah 
National Forest. 
Mr. Bullwinkel 
and his class 
participated 
in Trout in the 

Classroom (TIC), a national program 
sponsored by local chapters of Trout 
Unlimited (TU). 
 
The Pisgah Chapter of TU sponsored Mr. 
Bulwinkel’s efforts by supplying his class-
room with an aquari-
um, cooler, filter, and 
all of the other equip-
ment.  The equip-
ment will stay in the 
classroom for use 
next school year.

Mr. Bullwinkel and 
his class raised the 
trout from eggs to fingerlings for release.  
The trout eggs were provided by the Bob-
by N. Setzer State Fish Hatchery, Pisgah 
National Forest.  As a teaching and leaning 
experience for students, his class gained 
hands-on experience on the life cycle of 
trout and its environment.  From approxi-
mately 200 eggs, Bulwinkel’s Biology class 
released over 50 fingerlings.  

His class not only 
released the trout, 
Mr. Bullwinkle 
used the field trip 
to Sycamore Flats 
as a learning op-
portunity for the 
students to have 

a hands-on experience with the woodlands 
along the riverbank.  For example:  “Why 
does moss grow on the north side of the 
trees?”.  

To learn about TIC and Pisgah Chapter of TU
Ed Shearin, TIC Coordinator
ed.shearin@gmail.com

To learn about teaching and learning with TIC
Andy Bullwinkel, Science Teacher, Davidson 
River School
http://drs.tcsnc.org/departments/science/
andy_bullwinkel/contact_me/ 

Davidson River School Releases Trout Fingerlings
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On Monday February 9th the Pisgah Chapter 
of Trout Unlimited with the assistance of the 
USFS and CASP completed another set of 
assess steps at Sycamore Flats. Weather 
conditions could have been better but the 
volunteers prevailed!
The reason for installing the steps is to 
control recreational access to the Davidson 
and prevent erosion created by the multitude 
of visitors entering the stream at unprotected 
locations.
Four TU and three CASP volunteers as well 
as two USFS personnel arrived by 10:00AM 
with the project mostly completed by 3:00PM. 
Excavation for the (12) steps went well 
since most of the soil was years of sediment 
deposited in the bend of the river with just a 
few rocks. Teams took turns excavating while 
others assembled the step boxes and hauled 
gravel. 
The completed steps are about twelve feet in 
length with two handrails. Completed cost of 
project was approximately $900.00.
There is some split rail fencing that needs to 
be realigned to match up with the new steps, 
this can be addressed as a future project.
Thanks to everyone that attended, special 
thanks to the CASP volunteers. CASP stands 
for “The Conservative Anabaptist Service 
Program which operates under the Christian 
Aid Ministries through an agreement with the 
U.S. Selective Service System. Its goal is to 
provide an approved place of employment 
for conscientious objectors to serve, should 
the military draft be activated by the United 
States government.”  Also special thanks to 
Alan Frank for hanging in there and coming 
back on Tuesday to finish up the hand rails!!
Volunteers included: Joe, Adrian and Malachi 
with CASP, Alan Frank, Skip Sheldon, Tom 
Kellner and Jim Czarnezki with TU and Lorie 
Sroup and Dave Finnan with the USFS. 

Sycamore Flats Workday
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Lorie Stroup  
Zone Fisheries Biologist
Forest Service

Pisgah National Forest, Pisgah Ranger District
p: 828-877-3350 x219  
f: 828-884-7527  
loriestroup@fs.fed.us
1600 Pisgah Highway  
Pisgah Forest, NC 28768 
www.fs.fed.us 
Caring for the land and serving people

Hello My TUers,

We certainly had some challenges with this project but the end result is gorgeous!  I’m so 
proud of those who stuck with me on this one.  There were challenges with all the moving 
parts but Tim did a great job planning which made finding everything very easy.  Thanks so 
much to Tom, Jim and Skip (oh, and Charlie) who made it out on Monday despite the con-
fusion.  Alan is my new hero as he was the only one who was there at 9a.m. on Tuesday to 
help me get the rails on the steps.  Man, can he use a chainsaw!  Thanks so much to Tim 
who was, I am certain, exhausted from his travels both mentally and physically but showed 
up Tuesday afternoon to help us finish up.  The CASP workers (Mennonites) were very hard 
workers and a joy to be around.  Joe, their work leader, was with us both days and was grate-
ful for the opportunity to work on such a project.  He is typically a finish carpenter so the rough 
edges were a little bit of a challenge for him.  I’m still not sure that he won’t show up with a 
belt sander and a jar of varnish!  But thanks y’all.  Again, sorry for all the confusion.  Many 
lessons learned on this one but in the end we have a great access that will keep sediment out 
of the river which was our ultimate goal!  Till next time… Best fishes!!! <(())><

Thank You
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Temporary Meeting Location for April 9  
Due to a special event at the Pardee Center in the Blue Ridge Mall, we will be moving our 
meeting to the Henderson County Parks and Recreation Athletic Center located at 708 South 
Grove Street.   The meeting room is on the second floor of the office building, first classroom 
on the left.

• If you are heading from 
the Blue Ridge mall 
west on Hwy 64 take 
a left on North Church 
Street.  

• Then turn Left on Hwy 
176.    

• Go half a mile and turn 
left on South Grove 
street.  

• Go 0.3 mile and the 
Athletic Center is on 
your left.
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Dave’s Little Bead Head Nymph
Contributed by Dave Bender

This is a good fly for the beginning fly tier and is easy to 
fish. Fish it just like any other nymph.  It’s a simple scud 
pattern that I just conjured up on my own so it doesn’t have 
a formal name yet, it has several names. You’ll find similar 
flies of this type in most fly shop offerings under various 
names.   I tie it generally in smaller sizes (#16 - #22) a on a 
Dai-Riki 135.   It’s just something I tie and fish a LOT. 
Hook: Dai-Riki 135 or any scud hook will do. Pinch  
 down the barb. 
Thread: Color of your choice to match body.
Bead: Sized for hook (I generally use gold or black tungsten) 
Rib: Gold Ultra Wire.  Again, size according to hook size.
Body:  Color of your choice. I generally stick with “hairs ear”,  “olive green” or “bright  
 green”. I suggest using something spiky and with a bit of sparkle such as Antron   
 Sparkle Dub or Ice Dub.
Tail/Shuck: Crinkle Antron to match fly color or something close. 

Tying Instructions:
Place bead on hook and place hook in vise. Again, pinch 
down the barb. Sometimes you’ll even find the bead will 
not go over the barb without first pinching it down.

Start thread behind bead and lay down a thread base from 
bead to partially around bend. Wind thread back to behind 
bead and attach rip (gold wire) and wind thread back to 
the bend. 
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At this point I add a short tail of Crinkle Antron.

Dub on your body material and form a tapered body from 
the base of tail to just behind bead. Sometimes I add a 
little orange dubbing just behind the bead for a little color.

Spiral wind the rib (gold wire) to just behind bead, whip 
finish and add a drop of head cement.

Let’s go fishin’
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