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President’s Letter 
Hope you had a great Holiday Season.  I got some fishing in, but 
mostly was tied up with family and holiday matters.  Reports I 
have received from folks are great delayed harvest fishing, but 
not so great wild trout fishing. The cooler temperatures and lower 
water levels have definitely changed things. Makes me hunger 
for the spring hatches. 

 

 
(Continued on page 3) 

President’s Message 

Chris Ellis 

 SNAGS & SNARLS 

Chapter Events: 

January 6, 2015  

6:30 pm - 9:00 pm 

PCTU Board of Directors 
Meeting – Kelsey’s Restaurant, 

Hendersonville 

       January 8, 2015 

6:45 – 9:00 pm -  

PCTU Chapter Meeting @ 
Pardee Center 

Directions to Pardee Center 

  
Pisgah Chapter Trout Unlimited   

Serving Henderson, Transylvania, and Polk Counties in Western North Carolina 

November –December 2014 

 In this issue: 

• President;’s Message 

• Memorium to Jim Heller and 
Sogi Soder 

• Chapter  Loses Two Great 
Contributors.  By Bob  Daub-
ert 

• Upcoming January Chapter 
Meeting Program 

• November  Chapter Meeting 
program 

•  Rebirth of  a Trout Stream, - 
By Dave Bender 

• Forest Festival and  
      Intercollegiate 
      Woodsmen Meet 
 
• Little River Stocking - Octo-

ber 3, 2014 

• Fly of the Month -  Kevin 
Howell 

• New Members  /  Contact 
Information 

• Chapter Leadership Directory 
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 Fourth Quarter Accomplishments 

 A lot has happened the last quarter of the year.  We had our 1st banquet in 
years; held our Strategic Planning Session and follow-up Session; kicked off 
our Trout In the Classroom program at five schools; Met with the Forest Ser-
vice to plan for the coming year for the Davidson River Project; and the En-
dowment Committee met to define the Endowment Mission Statement and 
Gift Acceptance Policy.   

Looking Forward 

We have a lot of work to do this year on the Davidson and possibly Mills Riv-
er, plus gearing up for the Annual Fly Fishing School and Kids Fishing Day.     

Also our agenda will include Roadside Cleanup lead by Tim Schubmehl; 
Stocking the Green River lead by Charlie Dotson; and Stocking the Little Riv-
er, lead by Jack Soyak.   

Strategic Plan 

As we review our Strategic Plan, we will also consider how to prioritize and 
implement it.  We will need to leverage our membership and partnerships in 
new ways to meet our goals.   

Partnerships 

While attending the Western Carolina Fly Fishing Expo, I shared a booth with 
Jim Mabry of the NCTU State Council.  I was able to collect some e-mail ad-
dresses and talk about our chapter work with perspective members and other 
chapter presidents.  David Wells of the Cataloochee Chapter and John Miko 
of the Land O’ Sky Chapter were both interested in partnering with us on pro-
jects.   

New Member Involvement 

Part of our Strategic Planning reinforced the need to increase our new mem-
ber involvement.  We will be making efforts to survey our members to deter-
mine how we can meet their needs and involve them in our chapter work.   

Snags & Snarls 

We also need to find ways to make it easier for our new Snags & Snarls  
Newsletter Editor ( whomever he or she may be).  I am temporarily filling this 
role, but I need a volunteer to take on this most important task.  

  

President’s Message 

(continued) 

President’s Message 

>  Opening Message 

> Biologists Find Gill Lice 
in Brook Trout in Cullasa-
ja River Tributaries 

> Casting Carolinas  -  
Local Casting for Recov-
ery  Replacement 
> Hellbender Video Pro-
duced by US Forest Ser-
vice 

> Davidson River Project 
Meeting Minutes December 
04, 2014 Pisgah Chapter 
and USFS 

> Davidson River Project 
Sycamore Flats Repair 
Proposal  

> Request for support of 
two funding proposals 
From TU National and 
NCWRC  

> Conclusion  

 

 

Next Issue: 
• Bios for new Board 

members 
• Fly Fishing Expo Fish-

ing Tips 
• Stream Survey article 
• Banquet Results 
• Strategic Plan, 
• Annual Awards 
• And MORE! 
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 HIGHLANDS, N.C. (Dec. 19, 2014) — Fisheries biologists with the 
N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission are asking for anglers’ assistance 
after gill lice were found on brook trout in several headwater streams of 
the Cullasaja River in Macon County. Staff with the Little Tennessee 
Land Trust found the gill lice in September while sampling fish with the 
Commission near Highlands.  

The discovery marked the first time that gill lice have been documented 
in North Carolina waters. Biologists are concerned what affect these ti-
ny, white crustaceans — also known as copepods — could have on na-
tive brook trout populations. 

As their name implies, gill lice attach to a fish’s gills, which can trauma-
tize gills and inhibit the fish’s ability to breathe. While most fish are able 
to tolerate a moderate infestation of gill lice, if they’re suffering from 
other stressors, such as drought and high water temperatures, fish kills 
and population impacts are more likely to occur. “We really do not know 
how widely distributed gill lice are or the ultimate impacts they may 
have on our native brook trout populations,” said Jacob Rash, the Com-
mission’s coldwater research 

Rash is requesting anglers who catch a brook trout with gill lice to con-
tact him at 828-659-3324, ext. 225, or by email at ja-
cob.rash@ncwildlife.org.   

For more information, visit the Commission’s Trout Fishing Page 

http://www.ncwildlife.org/Default.aspx?tabid=416&IndexId=9976 

President’s Message 

(continued) 
 Biologists Find Gill Lice in Brook Trout in   
Cullasaja River Tributaries 
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From Star Nolan of Brookside Guides 
 

 This is to inform you that the local coordinator, retreat staff and planning team have resigned from Cast-

ing for Recovery. Ongoing problems with unethical management practices and financial concerns have led 
us to the decision to LAUNCH A NEW PROGRAM: Casting Carolinas. 

 

Casting Carolinas will be: 

•    Based in Asheville with a Local Director 

•    Board Members are from North and South Carolina 

•    All donor funds will be kept in a local bank account 

• Managed honestly, responsibly and transparently 

 

Our Mission: (from our By-Laws) The mission of Casting Carolinas is to improve quality of life by providing 
supportive, educational, and interactive programming through retreats, on-going educational groups and fly 
fishing activities targeting but not limited to women with breast and ovarian cancer. The program will in-
clude low or no cost weekend retreats and on-going educational groups and fly fishing related activities that 
will be conducted in a variety of locations in North and South Carolina. We are in the process of applying 
for non-profit (501c3) status and will keep you informed of our progress. 
The following volunteers and many others are onboard to support our new venture. We hope you’ll join us! 
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 
Kathy Ackerman, Board Chair, Cary, NC 
Cemo McConnell, Board Member, Medical Programs Chair, Asheville, NC 
Debra Stokes, JD, Charleston, SC 
 
Advisory Committee: Wanda Taylor 
Planning Team and Volunteer Staff: Jim Hefley 
 Shonda Asaad, MD 
 Joyce Shepherd 
 Reba Brinkman 
 Charlie Downs 
 (and many others) 
 

  

President’s Message 

(continued) 
 Casting Carolinas  -  Local Casting for Recovery        
                                   Replacement 
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The Last Dragons - Protecting Appalachia's Hellbenders 
 
This is the link to the new Hellbender movie by the U.S. Forest Ser-
vice. Most of it was videoed in the local streams and rivers of the Pis-
gah National Forest.  
 
The Last Dragons - Protecting Appalachia's Hellbenders  
http://vimeo.com/108512185 

President’s Message 

(continued) 
 Hellbender Video Produced by 
US Forest Service - from Lou 
Dontero 

   
 



 

SNAGS & SNARLS                                                                                    October 2014                                                                                                      Page  6     Home  

 

Attendees: Lorie Stroup, Chris Ellis, Tim Schubmehl 

General Discussion/New Topics 
1) Potential to partner with LOS for some trail repair, planting, etc., at Turkey Pen to South Mills. 

2) Install another line container along Avery Creek. Should be one container at maintenance shed. Unable to find it, 
Lorie to pursue where it went. Need to build (6) more containers. Locations at Davidson and Mills River. 

3) Larger project in works at Daniel Ridge adjacent to old fish hatchery. ” Project is proceeding, anticipated comple-
tion by end of FY “October 2015”.  TU labor upon completion doing planting and cleanup. 

4) Lorie is looking for some assistance “financial/volunteers”, for a kids fishing day at the Cradle April 10th.  Lorie an-
ticipates doing same program in April 2015, probably a larger turnout of kids. Could use some additional volun-
teer labor and financial assistance. 

5) Chris: (5) schools are now participating in “Trout In the Classroom”. Ed Shearin is heading up this program. 

6) Chris: Anticipate doing another Kids Fishing Day in April/May. Considering Lake Powhatan in lieu of Lake Imag-
ing. 

7) Early spring workday at Coontree to redistribute rocks and boulders impeding stream flow. Tim will set up day and 
send out invites. 

8) Lorie: Vandalism of Kiosks at Sycamore Flats. Panels need to be repaired or replaced. Contents need to be up-
dated. Lorie would like a piece about TU’s involvement in stream restoration. Can TU provide some funding and 
printed info? 

9) Lorie: We need to pursue another workday at Sycamore Flats. Area just upstream from last new steps project 
needs attention. Plan is to meet Lorie at site for our next meeting on Thursday January 29th. She would like to see 
completed early spring before visitation increases. 

10) CASP: Group of volunteer Amish and Mennonites that if timing is right, could assist with workday at Sycamore. 
Need to confirm their availability. 

11) Chris: Would like to pursue doing a follow up Macro-invertebrate count from several years ago. This needs more 
discussion. Tim will put together a short synopsis drawn from files on what was done in the past. Tim will provide 
Chris with some additional information. “There may be something on CD.” 
 

President’s Message 

(continued) 
 Davidson River Project Meeting Minutes December 
04, 2014 Pisgah Chapter and USFS 
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The purpose of this proposal is to request funding 
from the Pisgah Chapter of Trout Unlimited to in-
stall a staircase at Sycamore Flats.  A location has 
been identified on the North side of the picnic area 
where there is an opening in the existing fence.  

This particular area shows substantial use and could 
become dangerous without attention. The targeted 
completion date is: February 28th, 2015. Reason for 
aggressive completion date is that Lorie Stroup with 

USFS would like to involve some young men that are part of (CASP). The 
Conservative Anabaptist Service Program which operates under the Christian 
Aid Ministries through an agreement with the U.S. Selective Service System. 
Its goal is to provide an approved place of employment for conscientious ob-
jectors to serve, should the military draft be activated by the United States 
government. 

 

President’s Message 

(continued) 
 Davidson River Project Sycamore Flats Repair Pro-
posal  

by Tim Schubmehl, DRP Project Leader 
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 This is a request made by Jim Mabry, the NCTU Council Chair.  It concerns a funding proposal for a creel 
survey and reward for Trout in the Classroom teachers.  Judging by the replies there is overwhelming sup-
port among the NCTU Chapters for these proposals. 
 
===================================================== 
First Opportunity : This is an excerpt for the e-mail I received from Damon Hearne  and Jake Rash. The 
Appalachia Reservoir is located near Murphy in the Hiwassee River drainage. This will be a great way to 
get the TU name out in the area of the new Unaka Chapter. 
 
I appreciate the opportunity chat with you the other day about our project on Appalachia Reservoir and how 
Trout Unlimited might be able to assist. As I noted, we are evaluating the resource as a put-grow-and-take 
trout fishery. In 2012, we began stocking two different size classes of Brown Trout and Rainbow Trout to 
determine which species and size class best utilizes the impoundment’s year-round trout habitat and clupe-
id forage base. Ultimately, this study will directly benefit anglers by potentially establishing a trophy trout 
fishery in a western North Carolina. Also, this study will provide information that will help guide NCWRC 
management strategies on other reservoirs with similar habitat and forage characteristics. 
 
In addition to our biological samples within Appalachia Reservoir, we will be initiating an angler creel this 
month to further evaluate the performance of stocked fish. This creel survey will provide valuable infor-
mation concerning our research and management efforts. We will continue the survey through 2015, and 
given the potentially limited number of anglers participating, it is very possible that anglers could experi-
ence “interview fatigue.”   Unfortunately, we could lose important information from resource users if this oc-
curs. To address this concern, we have developed the idea of providing rewards to anglers that continue to 
participate in the creel survey process. Our plan is to offer a raffle system, where individuals get a ticket at 
the conclusion of their interview with our clerk. That ticket would then be placed in a monthly raffle for a 
Bass Pro Shops $25 gift card; we would conduct these monthly drawings for the 12 months of the creel. 
However, state regulations prevent us from purchasing gift cards and giving them away. 
  
Do you think it would be possible for Trout Unlimited to purchase the 12 $25 cards ($300) for the rewards? 
I realize this is an odd request, but I appreciate any consideration that is given to it. We are excited about 
this research and potential of the impoundment. Having confidence in our creel data will be invaluable in 
our efforts to evaluate our research and to setting the course of our management. 
 
Thank you for your time, help, and consideration. 
 
Second Opportunity : The second opportunity is for NCTU to purchase a discounted membership to TU 
for the instructors of the Trout In the Classroom. This membership is for one year and the cost is $12 per 
instructor. It includes a subscription of Trout and Stream Explorers. Having 50 TIC programs state wide the 
total cost would be $600 or less as some instructors are already members of TU. This is a way NCTU can 
say thank you to the educators for their dedication and support of the TIC program.  

President’s Message 

(continued) 
 Request for Support of Two Funding Proposals 
From TU National and NCWRC  
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 I want to thank Ed Shearin for a great job organizing and moving for-
ward the Trout in the Class Room Program.  Ed made contact with the 
schools and worked with David Pierce and me to inventory and organ-
ize the Forest Service provided storage facility.  I want to thank Skip 
Sheldon to storing the two metal cabinets which we now use to store 
both Road Cleanup and Trout in the Classroom equipment.  Ed and I 
delivered eggs to five schools and helped setup and maintain the 
equipment.  
 
I also thank Tim Schubmehl for his work with the Road Side Cleanup, 
and leadership on the Davidson River Project.  Tim has a great rela-
tionship with our US Forest Service partner, and he has provide profes-
sional planning skills to the make things happen.  
 
I appreciate John Rich proposing and facilitating the TU National  
request for representative regional flies submitted by the Pisgah Chap-
ter. 
 
I dedicate this issue of the Snags & Snarls to Jim Heller and Sogi 
Soder who passed away in 2014.  Both of these Pisgah TU members 
provided the support and improvements that helped make our Chapter 
strong.  To honor their legacy we must continue to build on their work.   
 
Lastly, I want to mention Lou Barlow who will have major surgery in 
January, and Frank Cocciolillo who is recovering from knee replace-
ment surgery.  We wish them speedy recovery.  
 
Tight Lines,  
Chris Ellis 
 

President’s Message 

(continued) 
 Conclusion  
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January Program 
by Chris Ellis 

G. Richard Mode  
 
NC Wildlife  
Federation  

G. Richard Mode serves as the North Carolina Wild-
life Federation (NCWF) Affiliate Representative to the 
National Wildlife Federation (NWF).  He is also the 
National Wildlife Federation Sportsmen Outreach Co-
ordinator in North Carolina.  
 
He was the founding President of the local Table Rock 
Chapter of Trout Unlimited (TU) and served as the 
President and Chairman of the Board of National TU. 
He has served for 22 years as a Board member of the 
NCWF and has served as Affiliate Representative to 
the NWF for twelve years.  During his volunteer wild-
life conservation service Richard’s goal has been to 
bring American hunters, anglers, and wildlife enthusi-
asts to the public policy decision table to protect the 
special places and wildlife resources in America. 
 
His awards include: 
 
2007 Budweiser/National Fish & Wildlife Foundation 
National Conservationist of the Year 
2007 American Fisheries Society, NC Chapter Fisher-
ies Conservation Award 
2007 National Wildlife Federation Charlie Shaw Partner-

ship Award  

1990: Raleigh News and Observer Tar Heel of the Week 
Award 
1989: Conservationist of the Year, NCWF 
1984 NC Wildlife Resources Commission District Conser-
vation Award 
1975: National TU Conservationist of the Year 
 
Richard believes the value of an organized sportsman 
conservation organization comes in teaching sportsmen 
how to effectively communicate good resource conserva-
tion practices to decision makers in the public arena. 

He believes the passion, ethics, and knowledge that 
hunters, fishermen, and wildlife enthusiasts bring to the 
public policy table is a necessary ingredient to making 
good public policy decisions.  He believes that building a 
larger, stronger, financially stable NCWF and NWF is 
good for wildlife, good for sportsmen and good for our 
children’s future. 



 

 

 

 

G. Richard Mode  
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January  Program 
by Chris Ellis (continued) 

 
 
 

 
 
The North Carolina Wildlife Federation (NCWF) is an affiliate of the National 
Wildlife Federation.  NCWF works to communicate, cooperate, and partner with 
the North Carolina General Assembly, state resource agencies, corporations, 
and other interested groups to advance the well-being of wildlife and its habi-
tat.  A 501(c)3 organization, NCWF is dedicated to being the leading advocate 
for all of North Carolina's wildlife and habitat.   
 
Additional information is available at our website, www.ncwf.org    
http://www.nccamo.org/ 
 
National Wildlife Federation is America’s largest conservation organization.    
For seventy years NWF has been a leader in wildlife education and advocacy.  
National Wildlife Federation inspires Americans to protect wildlife for our chil-
dren's future.  
 
Additional information is available at the NWF website.  
https://www.nwf.org/Sportsmen.aspx    
http://www.nwf.org/Sportsmen/Heritage.aspx 
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November Program 
by Carole Deddy 

David Whitmire and Jessica Merrill, Owners of Headwater Outfitters, 
shared two primary goals with TU which are the cold water conserva-
tion, and recruitment of women to fly fishing.   
 
They are big advocates of outdoor activities.  Their focus was on the 
immediate threat of taking water from the upper branches of the 
French Broad River which is pristine and clear, unlike most of the 
French Broad.               
                                http://headwatersoutfitters.com 
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(Continued on page 5) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Memorium 
 
2014 
 
April: 
 
Jim Heller 
 
September: 
 
Sogi Soder 

 Jim Heller 

 Jim Heller was a great guy who helped me a lot in 
my early days with Hendersonville TU--always with 
a smile (whether or not I deserved one).   

                           Norris McDowell 

 Great President and a gentleman of trout fishing.   

                             W Joe Moore 

 When I knew Jim, he was the Treasurer of the Chapter.  
He was a great help with keeping the financial records 
straight for the Davidson River Project. 
                                 Skip Sheldon 

 I remember Jim as a nice guy.  He always had a 

smile and offered sage advice in board meetings.  
When the discussions got hot, Jim was a calming 
voice of reason.  It was a pleasure to know him. 

                             Chris Ellis 
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  In Memoriam     
  2014                   
(continued) 

 

 Sogi Soder 

 In a very fortunate set of circumstances, Sogi 
had his family from out of town with him at the 
2012 Annual Picnic at Sycamore Flats, and was 
surprised with the PCTU Distinguished Service 
Award.  

What a warm fellow. His bright smile will long 
be remembered. 

                            Mark Byington 
Very sorry to learn of Sogi's passing.  He was a very special person who was always ready 
to pitch in and to do so with a smile.  

                                               John Kies 

What a fine man Sogi was. So sorry to hear. 

                                                Norris McDowell 

 I always looked forward to seeing Sogi at our meetings and Chapter events.  He 

had a way of making you feel good with his positive nature. 

                                                              Chris Ellis 

Sogi Soder used to bring his Swedish Pecan Pies to banquets and auctions, and 
they were a huge hit, always bringing good prices. 
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Chapter Looses Two Great Contributors 
By Bob Daubert 

 
During the past year several 
members of our chapter have 
passed.  Jim Heller and Sogi  
Soder were my close friends and members who helped raise the 
Chapter to the level that it is today.  Several other contributing mem-
bers also left us but I was asked to write about these two because 
of my close friendship.  I hope others will write about their friends as 
past contributors who have made our Chapter what it is today. 
 
 

    Jim Heller 

   Sogi Soder  
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Chapter Looses two Great Contributors 
Bob Daubert (continued) 

                                         Jim Heller   
Jim Heller moved to Flat Rock and joined PCTU in 1994.  He was 
a retired Kodak executive.  Right after he retired, Jim suffered a 
heart attack and after fully recovering from that started to have 
problems with his legs.  Doctors first thought it was related to his 
heart attack but after much analysis discovered that he had MS.  
This brought both comfort and concern but he was determined to 
live his life to the fullest.  
 
 As a member of our Chapter his goal was to help it become active 
and well run.   He became a member of the board and Chapter 
president.  His goal was to run the Chapter as you would a small 
company.  The board was put in charge of analyzing activities, 
meetings, newsletter, membership, goals of TU, and coming up 
with ways to recharge the Chapter.  Each officer and board mem-
ber had specific responsibilities and reported on them at each 
board meeting.  After a couple of years of hard work PCTU be-
came one of the most active chapters in the state.   
 
Jim was a dry fly fisherman.  I can say that I nev-
er saw him fish anything else.  He liked  
Adams, caddis and stimulators and he would 
stay with them whether he was catching fish or 
not.  When we fished and were catching fish on 
nymphs, I would try to convince him to try one but he refused to be 
a nympher, saying that true fly fishermen only fish dries.   He would 
religiously come on our monthly fishing outings and most days 
would catch fish.  When he started to become hampered by the 
MS, his fishing was relegated to easy access and the amount of 
time on the stream diminished.    
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Chapter Looses Two Great Contributors 
Bob Daubert (continued) 

The last time that I know that he fished, Sogi and I took him to 
Shelton Laurel.  Before the guard rails were installed there was a 
place where you could drive into the stream.  After getting Jim’s 
waders on we drove into the stream, set up a folding chair and 
put Jim in it. There was a nice run that he could fish and he en-
joyed it very much.   
 
Unfortunately the fish were not hitting dry flies and Jim did not 
catch a fish.  Just before leaving, Sogi tried to get Jim to try 
nymphs.  Sogi had on his usual prince nymph and on about the 
second cast hooked a fish.  The fish fought for about twenty 
minutes before breaking off and we never saw the fish.  Sogi 
was despondent and Jim said that he could fix that.  Jim asked 
Sogi how big the fish was and Sogi held out his arms and Jim 
snapped a picture.   
 
Jim, a great photographer and a great Photoshop expert, sent us 
a picture of Sogi holding a 30-plus inch rainbow.  It was great!  It 
just showed us what technology can do and how we can im-
prove our stories with technology. 
 
Soon after that Jim’s health diminished and he was relegated to 
a wheel chair.  After his wife Fran died, he moved to Atlanta into 
an assisted living center near two of his daughters.  He passed 
in April 2014. 
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 Chapter Looses two Great Contributors 
Bob Daubert (continued) 

                             Sogi Soder 

Sogi Soder moved to Flat Rock in 1992, and I met him shortly af-
ter I joined the Chapter in early 1994.  He was an easy person to 
get to know.  He liked to fish and to participate in activities, and he 
was a leader not afraid to get his hands dirty.  He was one of the 
members who helped pull our Chapter up to what it is today. 
 
In the mid 90’s he ran our Fly Fishing Schools, sometimes holding 
several in the same year due to demand.  Sogi would do anything 
to get the Chapter moving in a positive direction.  He was active in 
our annual auctions, and his contribution was always six home-
made pecan pies made with special pecans from Georgia.  They 
were each bought for between $25 to $50 and the purchasers al-
ways said they were the best pecan pies they had ever eaten.  He 
was active with stocking and loved to stock the Green River.   
 
He also liked to fish the Green, 
and his favorite spot was behind a 
large rock that allowed him to fish 
some fast water.  This rock be-
came known to Chapter members 
as Sogi’s Rock.  His favorite fly 
was a prince nymph, which 
brought him much success over 
the years. 
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 Chapter Looses Two Great Contributors 
Bob Daubert (continued) 

When the Davidson River Project was in full swing Sogi worked ex-
tremely hard to assure that work was completed, and when Skip 
and I took over he was always the man who picked up the lunch 
from Subway.  Every time I placed an order they asked if Mr. Sogi 
was going to pick it up.  He was that kind of guy – meet him once; 
remember him for life. 

I fished many times over the years with Sogi, both locally and on 
several trips to the San Juan.  He was an excellent fisherman.  He 
loved to tell fish stories and was a great storyteller.  He is also one 
of the only fishermen I know whose fish and the numbers caught 
get smaller every time he told the story – he did not brag about any 
of his accomplishments. 
 

Sogi and Bob Daubert - Davidson River Project  
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Chapter Looses Two Great Contributors 
Bob Daubert (continued) 

My friend Sogi died in September.  His memorial service was held 
in Atlanta in mid-October.  Stewart Cohn and his wife Carola  along 
with my wife Madeline and I attended.  I had the honor of doing the 
eulogy.  

 
I  and our Chapter have 
lost two great friends and 
supporters.  Other mem-
bers have also been tak-
en from our rolls, and we 
now need to find people 
that can step up and fill 
their shoes. 
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Rebirth of a Trout Stream 
Dave Bender 

The Big Spring Creek is located in south central Pennsylvania near Newville in Cum-
berland County and  was at one time considered by many to be the "best brook trout 
fishery in North America.” The Big Spring  is also part of the historical beginnings of fly 
fishing in America. It is my understanding that the first creel limit placed on the Big 
Spring was 50 trout per day. Keep in mind; these were all native brook trout. Today we 
can only dream of such places.  

That was a long time ago and by the time I was fishing the Big Spring as a young 
man, in the late 1960s, it was well past its peak and was being stocked with hatchery 
fish and overrun with fishermen only interested in filling their creel limits.  

The Big Spring is a limestone spring creek and the 5th largest spring in Pennsylvania. 
The original brook trout in the Big Spring were unlike mountain brook trout in that they 
were "super selective" and spent much of their time surface feeding. Trout and insects 
in this little creek grow year round because the water temperature remains between 
46 to 51 degrees year round and the water never, or rarely, gets muddy. Basically it 
remains fishable every day of the year.  
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Rebirth of a Trout Stream 
Dave Bender (continued) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In 1971 a state hatchery by the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission was built 
and was operational by 1972. Shortly thereafter the native wild brook trout population 
in this limestone spring creek crashed. All the vegetation had disappeared and along 
with the vegetation went the insect life and the trout.  
 
A study by Dr. Jack Black and Gene Marci, started in 1995 and released to the public  
and Pennsylvania DEP in 1997, showed that the state hatchery's effluent had de-
stroyed the stream. Due to this report and subsequent studies by DEP confirming the 
study along with citizens groups forced the closure of the hatchery in 2001 and the 
vegetation started rebounding almost immediately. Once the vegetation returned so 
did the insects but by this time much of the structure was lost. Enter a large restora-
tion project. 
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(Continued on page 7) 

Rebirth of a Trout Stream 
Dave Bender (continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two big players in the restoration of the Big Spring are the "Big Spring Watershed 
Association" and the "Cumberland Valley Chapter of Trout Unlimited”.  I under-
stand that untold man hours and over 1.5 million dollars has been spent on restora-
tion. 

 The restoration has been focused on the upper 1.5 miles which has been designated 
"fly fishing only / catch and release". The water is gin clear, as it has always been, and 
the aquatic grass has returned in large quantities along with the aquatic insects and 
lots fish. . 

Ardie and I made an eleven day swing through Pennsylvania a few weeks back and I 
was looking forward to having a look at the restoration and maybe attempt to catch a 
fish or two. We arrived riverside about 2 pm one afternoon and I didn't see any sur-
face activity. I tied on a size 20 cress bug on 7x tippet with a New Zealand (wool) 
strike indicator and started fishing the moving water next to the parking lot.  

 



SNAGS & SNARLS                                                                                    October 2014                                                                                                      Page  24     Home  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rebirth of a Trout Stream 
Dave Bender (continued) 

To be honest I wasn't expecting to catch anything at all. On my third cast into the cur-
rent I hooked into a monster of about 4 or 5 inches, a gorgeous little wild rainbow. Be-
lieve it or not that one fish made my day. Within an hour or so I had hooked and land-
ed 9 wild trout, but nothing over 8 inches. That was enough to prove to me that the Big 
Spring in defiantly well on the road to recovery.  

I was back the next day to give it another try. As the day before I caught nothing larger 
then about 8 inches but I had a blast. By the way, I did see a few trout in the 20" 
range. The ones I saw were stationed above weed beds in gin clear water and 
showed absolutely no interest in anything I showed them.  

 

The Big Spring is a classic example of how, with the help of concerned citizens and 
conservation groups, a fishery can be brought back from destruction. We'll never see 
the Big Spring return to the point where it can support a daily 50 fish creel limit, but the 
potential is there for it to become a great wild trout fishery. If you ever find your way up 
that way give it a look see. I think you will find it worth your time. 
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(Continued on page 10) 

Forest Festival and Intercollegiate Woodsmen Meet 
 

John Johnson 

On 4 October 2014 the Cradle of Forestry hosted the annual Forest Festival and 
Intercollegiate Woodsmen meet. Unfortunately last year’s event was cancelled due 
to the federal government shutdown. The Pisgah Chapter of Trout Unlimited was 
represented and provided a display/demonstration of fly casting and fly tying, 
which were of interest for festival visitors. Chapter members included Joe Moore, 
Joe’s girls Jay & Alex, Charlie Dotson, and John Johnson. 
 
It was a great day (Sunny day; however, wind and chilly temperatures made things 
somewhat less comfortable in the morning hours) with many interested passer-by 
visitors to the Cradle of Forestry. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 Charlie Dotson explains fly 
casting technique to a young 
man. 
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(Continued on page 11) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If there was any doubt as to whether there were trout in the pond, Joe Moore could 
quickly put that question to rest by catching multiple trout during the day. The fly 
weapon of choice was called a Brim Reaper. The Brim Reaper is not a secret fly by 
any means. It is mainly a pan fish fly; however, the trout like it, too.  

 
 

 

Forest Festival and Intercollegiate Woodsmen Meet 
 

John Johnson (continued) 

 Joe Moore explains the intricacies of fly tying. 
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 There are several variations, which includes a version offered by Orvis. The usual 
size is #10 and they all share the use of bead chain eyes and some type of legs.  Col-
ors can also vary. The one Joe used has a body and tail of marabou.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The one I tied has a dubbing body and a rubber band tail like the original Wilson version of the 
Brim Reaper.   

 

The Orvis version is even slightly different. Keeping the rubber band tail twisted while tying it 
in is probably the biggest challenge while tying this fly. 

Forest Festival and Intercollegiate Woodsmen Meet 
 

John Johnson (continued) 

 A version similar to what 
Joe used. 

 A version I tied for use lake 
fishing. 

 The Orvis version. 
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         Little River Stocking - October 3, 2014 
Jack Soyak 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The October stocking of the Little River in the DuPont State Recreational Forest took 

place on an overcast morning with a light rain which at times became a downpour. 
The leaves were just starting to turn colors and with the rain, many were dropping with 
the wind. The water level within the Little River was low due to the lack of rain during 
the past several weeks.   
 
The temperature was 
chilly but our volun-
teers endured and 
we had a successful 
stocking event.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

This was the first time we had the use of a new Polaris All-Terrain Vehicle that seats five 
personnel but has a smaller bed for hauling the 5-gallon buckets of fish.   

 
 

 

We found that we could fit 12 loaded 
buckets within the vehicle bed and 4 vol-
unteers could be transported to the stock-
ing points along the Little River.   
 
 
The new Polaris ATV will be used in all fu-
ture stocking activities and will eliminate 
the need for our volunteers to hike to the 
numerous stocking locations.  However, 

due to new Forest Service guidelines, TU volunteers will now need to wear hardhats, while 
riding in the ATVs. 

) 
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         Little River Stocking - October 3, 2014 
                              Jack Soyak (continued) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We had an excellent turnout with 13 individuals to include:  Jerry Waldrop, Buck Jones 
and Chad Battle, DuPont State Recreational Forest Rangers; Grahm Laing and his volun-
teer Tucker Hobbs from Haywood Community College, Bobby N. Setzer Fish Hatchery; 
along with our chapter members Tim Schubmehl, Clive Morris, Ross Fox, John Kocinski, 
Bruce Beaudin, Peter Greko and his brother-in-law Dan McGrew, Jack Soyak and John Mi-
ko from the Land of Sky TU Chapter.   

 
The Forest Service provided a second All-Terrain Vehicle (ATV) and driver as a backup to 
haul any necessary buckets if needed along the Little River. 
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         Little River Stocking - October 3, 2014 
                              Jack Soyak (continued) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The fish immediately took to their new 
home and quickly dispersed into the 
deeper cooler pools at a river tempera-
ture of 63 F. 
 
The percentage of the trout mixture 
was different again for this stocking. 
The colony of Great Blue Herons 
which had descended upon the forest 
around the hatchery this spring has 
had a devastating effect on the hatch-
ery.  The hatchery lost approximately 
50% of their fish, especially the Brown 
Trout, due to the voracious feeding 
habits of the Great Blue Herons before 
they screened off each of their holding 
runs. 

 
 
 
 

We need about 6 volunteers to make each stocking a fun and enjoyable event. Please con-
sider volunteering by contacting Jack Soyak at jsoyak@morrisbb.net or by telephone at 
692-5007.   
 
We meet at 9:30 a.m. at the Hooker Falls parking area in 
the DuPont State Recreational Forest.  E-mails are sent out 
to volunteers approximately 2 weeks prior to each stocking 
event asking who is available to participate. 
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         Little River Stocking - October 3, 2014 
                              Jack Soyak (continued) 
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Local Flies Representative of our 
home waters submitted to decorate 
the National TU Office, Washington 
DC.    

The flies were selected and tied 
courtesy of Kevin Howell, Da-
vidson River Outfitters.  
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Reference Phone Numbers 

NC Wildlife Violations     800-662-7137  

Fish Biologist - Lorie Stroup   828-877-3265 ext 219 

Water discharges on the Green River              800-829-5253 

http://www.boatingbeta.com/runs/flows/green 

Water discharges on the Nantahala River & Tuckaseegee River  

 866-332-5253                                                                              

Mentor’s List 

Chapter Members listed below are 
available to accompany one or two 
members who would like to learn 
more about fly fishing in our 
streams. If you are just beginning to 
fly fish, here’s an opportunity to get 
help from some knowledgeable an-
glers.         

Bob Daubert                     693-6262 

Steve Fromholtz               674-2450  * 

Dave Maxwell                   894-0308 

Steve Herring                   749-9352 

Dale Klug                          243-6783 

Legend:   * weekends only   

Snags & Snarls is published twelve times a year by the Pisgah Chapter of Trout 
Unlimited, a non - profit organization for its members and supporters. 
Address comments to: 

Snags & Snarls 

PO Box 841 

Hendersonville NC 28793-0841  

 

E-Mail bill.miller@hdrinc.com 

 

The Pisgah Chapter web site is 

http://www.pisgahchaptertu.org 

TROUT 
           

WELCOME ! 
New Members 

Darlene Amacher Hot Springs 

Robert Clarke Hendersonville 

Bruce Gatta Hendersonville 

Ross Mayo Etowah 

Edward Oleksiak Hendersonville 

Eric Robbins Hendersonville 
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Pisgah Chapter Leaders Directory 
 2014 

  President 

   Chris Ellis  

828-243-5728 

 Director  

Frank Cocciolillo.   

fjc11@att.net 

      Vice President  

Jack Hastings  

jdhastings@msn.com  

  
Director  

Jim Czarnezki 

czarnezki@netscape.net 
 Secretary  

Carole Deddy 

carolededdy@gmail.com 

   

 Treasurer 
Skip Sheldon  
828-891-3264 

shelhalla@bellsouth.net 

  
Director 

 
Lou Barlowe 

 
riverrooster@bellsouth.net  

 Past President 

Mark Byington 

markb@byingtonla.net 

  
Director  

Dick Schaad 

rschaad@ymail.com 

 Director-Communications 

Linda Byington 

Linda@byingtonla.net 

 Director 

Don Huneycutt  

Huneycutt@morrisbb.net  

 Director  

Dave Bender 

trout1944@gmail.com 

 Director  

Tom Kellner 

kellcn@att.net  

 

 Director 

Ed Shearin  

ed.shearin@gmail.com 

 Temporary Editor 

Chris Ellis 

(looking for new Editor) 

    Director  

Lou Dondero 

ldondero@yahoo.com 


