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Presidents Letter 

Fishing after a cool summer with lots of rain has left the creeks in 
good condition.  With water a little lower in North Carolina, the fishing in 

late August is quite good.  My Friend Chuck Delpine reports that purple and 
blaze orange squirmy worms have been dynamite.    

Most of my August fishing has been in Yellowstone this year.  Clive Morris 
and his Son Nick and Parker Andes joined me on a number of excursions to 
explore fishing in new areas I wanted to try.   

 
(Continued on page 2) 

President’s Message 

Chris Ellis 

 

SNAGS & SNARLS 

Chapter Events: 

September 2, 2014 - 6:30 pm 
- PCTU Board of Directors 

Meeting – Kelseys 
Restaurant, Hendersonville 

 

September 11,  2014 

6:45 – 9:00 pm - PCTU 
Chapter Meeting @ Pardee 
Center—  Naturaland Trust’ 
Protection of Trout Waters 
in South Carolina—Frank 

Holleman  

 

 

Directions to Pardee Center 

  

Pisgah Chapter Trout Unlimited   
Serving Henderson, Transylvania, and Polk Counties in Western North Carolina 

September 2014 

In this issue: 
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 Upcoming September  
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Things 
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 Meeting 
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 Directory/Mentors 

 



 

SNAGS & SNARLS                                                                                    September 2014                                                                                                      Page  2     
Home  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One was on Lava Creek after a fairly taxing hike over the hill away from the creek.   

Past experience showed that with all the downed timber along the creek things seemed to get worse as the 
canyon closed in.  Viewing Lava Creek from Google Earth however showed the canyon opening up into a 
narrow meadow.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued on page 3) 

President’s Message 

(continued) 
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(Continued on page 4) 

President’s Message 

(continued) 

We hiked about 20 
minutes to get over the hill 
which revealed a nice narrow 
meadow with a beautiful un-
cluttered stream.   After an-
other 15 minutes to the bot-
tom of the hill the fishing was 
great right from the start.  I 
fished downstream pulling out 
nice bookies until I saw the 
canyon narrowing. 
 
 After reversing direction and 
skipping the near water, I 
stated fishing in a small log 
created hole.  After the 12th 
brook trout I moved on to test 
other runs.  Since we 

reached this location later in the afternoon we were only on the water for a little over an hour.  After 
23 fish Parker had to drag me kicking and screaming so we wouldn’t be too late for dinner.   

The weather was cool, sometime windy and rainy most of the trip.   

I’m glad I purchased 
a nice fishing rain-
coat before this trip 
as I used it 4 out of 
the 5 days I fished.   
Most of our trips we 
spent ½ day on one 
stream, ate lunch 
and then visit another 
stream.  I took Clive 
to a spot where I re-
ally did well last year 
but the water was up 
and discolored and 
we didn’t do well on 
the Lower Gardner 
River. 
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(Continued on page 5) 

President’s Message 

(continued) 

Clive and I made up our fish deficit by visiting Tower Creek in the afternoon.  This fishing was in fast pocket 
water with egger rain-
bow and brook trout 
where we picked up 
one or two fish in each 
run.  

The next day Parker 
and I went on a wading 
guide trip with a hard 
working guide, Ben 
Jewell.  Ben works as a 
guide for Parks’ Fly 
Shop.  Ben drove us 
hard and was a very 
passionate about his 
vocation.   

 

 

 

He coached us carefully to do short quick strips and to keep the fly line out of the water as our indicator ap-
proached and to strike with a flu-
id but quick movement to the 
side, but no more than 90 de-
grees.   When we caught a fish 
he was more excited than any-
one I have ever known.    He 
worked with one of us and then 
flew up stream to work with the 
other.   He raced across the 
streams and was not afraid to 
fall.  He said, “I fall like a drunken 
man so I don’t get hurt”.   

 

Ben didn’t hesitate to jump into the water after a big fish 
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(Continued on page 6) 

President’s Message 

(continued) 

 

We really caught the 
fish under Ben’s tu-
torage as the big 
browns were staged 
in the lower Gardner 
for the spawn.  Ben 
seemed to know 
every holding place 
in every run.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is the fish I 
caught after Ben 
left to work with 
Parker.  I’m 
guessing 16 to 17 
inches  
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(Continued on page 7) 

President’s Message 

(continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parker and I had a great float trip on our last fishing day.  We floated the section that 
passes through the Yankee Jim Canyon.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The ride through the Canyon was exiting as Captain Walter Wiese (Wally) is an expert 
at steering between the boulders.   
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(Continued on page 8) 

President’s Message 

(continued) 

 

 

 
 

Silent water 
runs deep.  In 
the narrows 
some sections 
are 40 feet 
deep.   

 

 

 

 

We caught fish 
on dry flies like 
the purple haze 
with an emerger 
dropper from the 
beginning of the 
trip to the end.  

I lost count even 
before we 
reached the  
canyon.   
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(Continued on page 9) 

President’s Message 

(continued) 

 

In the Bozeman Airport we happened to met Alan Folger who said this is the fourth trip in a 

month with the Project Healing Waters program.  Alan said he was leading 25 veterans on a fly fishing 
float trip on the Yellowstone River.   TU's Veterans Service Partnership partnered with Project Healing 
Waters recently to provide a series of fly fishing trips in Montana. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trout in the Classroom 

School has started and we will be gearing up to support our Trout in the Classroom program.  This is a 
great program and we could use some TU volunteers to provide support for or classroom teachers.  A 
manual put together by the Virginia TU gives some great information for those of you who may be in-
terested in helping out but need more information.  The manual can be found on the following Virginia 
TU Trout in the Classroom website:  

http://virginiatu.org/education/trout-in-the-classroom/ 
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 President’s Message 

(continued) 

Fall Banquet  
Saturday October 25 we will have an old fashion banquet, and we encourage all members to donate 
something to the auction and raffles.  At past banquets, we have had services, time share apart-
ments, dahlias starts, art, as well as fly fishing equipment donated for the auction.  This will be a pot-
luck dinner, and we will send out a signup so we can insure a mix of dinner / desert items.   This is a 
great opportunity to add to your fishing equipment and supplies especially if you are new to the 
sport. I give a big thank you to Mark and Linda Byington who are organizing this event. 
Please see the flier at the following Link: 
http://www.pisgahchaptertu.org/PCTU_Banquet.pdf 
 
Strategic Planning Session 
Prior to the banquet we will have a Strategic planning session earlier in the Day on Saturday Octo-
ber 25.  We will be exploring Ideas for the following year and into the future as well as assessing our 
current progress.  Anyone who is interested in participating in this session should RSVP Chris Ellis 
at chris.ellis.pctu@gmail.com. 

Chapter Elections  
For the upcoming year, 3 new directors, a secretary and vice-president will be needed to fill Board 
positions.  Please consider serving the chapter by expressing your interest to Chris Ellis at 
chris.ellis.pctu@gmail.com.   We will hold the election for nominees during the September General 
Meeting on September 11. 

Local Flies for TU National 
John Rich has suggested that PCTU send in 3 – 5 flies unique to our local waters and proposed that 
flies with roots within the Howell family be selected.  This was in response to an article in the last 
Trout Unlimited magazine.  The Board endorsed this action unanimously. 

Conclusion 
Lots of events will kick off the late summer.  Lake James State Park set up a fly fishing/tying tent for 
their Catawba Riverfest happening on Sept. 20th.   John Johnson will be manning this tent with the 
possibility of other Pisgah members.  The annual National Hunting and Fishing day at the Pisgah 
Wildlife Education Center will be held on September 27. These kinds of events are great ways for 
the chapter to reach out to new members and to recruit students for our fly fishing school.  

 
 Skip Sheldon has purchased 10 fly boxes that we need to fill up. If you are a fly tier please tie 10 of 
your favorite flies (same or different) and we will start filling up the boxes.  

 
I received a letter from Al Roger’s daughter about a pending estate sale which I will provide details 
via email when I get them.  She also has a lot of fly fishing equipment that she will donate to the ban-
quet auction this year.   

(Continued on page 10) 
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 President’s Message 

(continued) 

 
As I review the chapter attendance and new members we are adding, I am confident that our chap-
ter will remain strong.  This strength will come from our joint efforts to plan, educate, and participate 
in Chapter activates. 
 
“Coming together is a beginning; keeping together is a process; working together is success”.  
~Henry Ford 

  

Tight Lines, 

Chris Ellis 
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Naturaland Trust’s Protection of Trout Waters in 
South Carolina 

Naturaland Trust is the land trust based in Greenville, South Carolina, that works to protect South Caro-
lina’s Blue Ridge Mountains and special places in the Piedmont.  Frank Holleman, Naturaland Trust’s 
President, will describe the work of Naturaland Trust to protect the South Saluda River along Highway 
11, to improve its trout habitat, and to make it available to anglers.   

The South Saluda is now the most accessible trout water in South Carolina.  He will also discuss Natu-
raland Trust’s work to protect the Little Eastatoe Creek, a trout stream that flows under Highway 11 into 
Lake Keowee in Pickens County. 

Frank Holleman is the volunteer President of Naturaland Trust.  He is a senior attorney with the South-
ern Environmental Law Center and previously practiced law at the Wyche Law Firm in Greenville, S.C.  
In 2013, Frank received the Palmetto Trout Award from the South Carolina Council of Trout Unlimited, 
and he received the Environmental Awareness Award presented by the State of South Carolina.  He 
served previously as the U.S. Deputy Secretary of Education.  He and his wife Anne live in Greenville. 

September Program 
by Mark Byington 

Little Eastatoe Creek, Pickens County, SC  
Photo from SCDNR 
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Most of you know about Rivercourse, North Carolina’s TU Conservation and Fly fish-
ing Youth Camp.  This year was Rivercourse’s 13th year of providing 13- to 15-year-olds an opportunity 
to experience for a week the things that we are passionate about as Trout Unlimited members.  I am a 
long-time PCTU member who just happens to be Administative Director of Rivercourse.   
 
This year’s camp included 16 campers, 12 boys,4 girls.  They came from all over NC, SC and TN, with 
some having fished before but never with a flyrod, some being avid fly fishers already, and some having 
no clue why they were at camp.  Each 
and every one left with information and 
skills that may alter the course of their 
lives, whether professionally, ethically or 
recreationally.  
 
Among this year’s campers were two 
who were sponsored by the Pisgah 
Chapter.  Each year the Board of Direc-
tors of PCTU budgets $2000 for dona-
tion to Rivercourse.  Neither of these 
young people would have been able to 
attend Rivercourse without our sponsor-
ship. In each case there was a unique 
reason for their being there.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We’re Doing Good Things 
Linda Byington 
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Hunter was a student at Polk County Middle School, and a participant in PCTU’S Trout-in
-the-Classroom program there.  One day this spring, while at the dentist in Tryon, I happened to 
meet the new 8th grade science teacher at Polk.  I asked if she had students who might be a fit for our 
camp and gave her a few brochures. She 
passed them out in her classroom, and al-
most immediately, I received an application 
from Hunter from the Rivercourse website.  
When I spoke with Hunter’s mom, she said 
that he was really excited, but that the family 
had no money to pay for camp.  She told me 
that he was an avid outdoors kid and loved 
fishing more than anything in the world.  
When I replied that we could provide Hunter 
the opportunity to attend camp, she cried.   
As it turns out, Hunter was described by a 
Rivercourse staff volunteer as “the next Joe 
Moore”.  We need to get those two together. 
 
Arianna’s opportunity to attend camp came from a discussion between Bob Daubert and 
her mother, a participant in a Casting for Recovery weekend held this spring where Bob was a volun-
teer.  As a single mom 
and breast cancer survi-
vor, Arianna’s mom was 
not in the position to 
send her daughter to 
camp, something that 
she desperately wanted 
to do.  At Bob’s inquiry, 
I assured him that 
PCTU could sponsor 
Arianna’s week at 
camp.  
 
On registration day, alt-
hough her mom was 
reluctant to leave her 
behind, Arianna was 
ready, ready, ready, as 
she had never attended 
camp before. Arianna’s 
life has been changed.  

We’re Doing Good Things 
(continued) 
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She was so excited when she was presented with a rod and reel of her own at the end of camp. She 
can’t wait to fish our streams with some of our female staff volunteers. 
 
Below are their thank-you notes for our providing this opportunity.  Both will soon be Chapter members 
as part of TU’s teen outreach program. We of the Pisgah Chapter, as well as other chapters across the 
country, are doing a really good thing by making this possible. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

We’re Doing Good Things 
(continued) 
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Now, the proof is in the pudding, as they used to say.  Some already know about Michael Bell, but I’ll 
just review.  Michael attended Rivercourse in 2007.  At the time, he was a student at Polk Middle School 
in our Trout-in-the Classroom program, just like Hunter.  As Michael neared high school graduation he 
volunteered as a junior counselor at Rivercourse. Michael will graduate next spring from UNC-
Wilmington with a BS in Marine Biology which was financed in part by his being awarded (over rigorous 
competition) the William Arbuckle Scholarship, established at the Henderson County Community Foun-
dation in memory of a long time PCTU member. Although Michael has a busy schedule, we hope to get 
him to a chapter meeting one day soon to hear his side of the story."  
 
Rivercourse, Trout-in-the Classroom, Casting for Recovery—we’re doing good 
things.  Thank you to all of you who have volunteered over the years, whether 
as full time staff or ghillies.  This couldn’t happen without you.  If you are inter-
ested in being involved with Rivercourse, as a staff member, as a presenter, as 
a ghillie, as a donor, or if you just want to come up and spend a day at camp 
next June, just let me know.  My email is nctu.rivercourse@gmail.com.  Check 
out the website at www.rivercourse.org.   
 
And…if you have a child, a grandchild, a neighbor or relative in the 13- to 15-
year-old range, tell them about our camp and show them the website. 
 
(here is a link to the Rivercourse web-site: http://www.rivercourse.org/index.html 
 
 

We’re Doing Good Things 
(continued) 
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The Girdle Bug 
submitted by  

Chis Ellis 
The Girdle Bug was the main fly that the Yellowstone guide rigged when we were fishing for big brown trout in the 
lower Gardner River.  I understand that it also works for large rainbows.  Fished with an indicator and a sparkle 
prince nymph dropper, it is a great combination.  There are many flavors of Girdle Bugs, but the one we used was 
in brown with dark brown rubber legs. This one imitates a large brown stone fly nymph. Use lighter chenille and 
thread to represent a golden stonefly nymph.    

 

3X  nymph Hook size 10 to 16, 0.35 lead wire, brown chenille, size 8/0 dark brown thread, and rubber or Spanflex 
rubber legs. 

 

1. Wrap the hook with lead wire to the from 1/8 inch behind the eye to the point of the hook. 
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2. Wrap the hook to secure the lead wire, with a bump of thread before and after the wire.  Wrap several times 
across the lead wire to help keep it in place.  End your wrap at the bend of the hook.  I like to us a light coat of Su-
per Glue to seal the lead wire.   

 

3. Tie on a rubber or spandex tail  
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4. Fold the tail backward and splay to make a double tail. 

 

5. Strip an eight inch of the chenille and tie it in front of the legs and wrap it ¼ of the way.  Then tie it in with a few 
wraps of thread.  The wrap a few times in front of the chenille.  
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6. Next tie in the next rubber leg on one side, and try to make it equal.  Then tie another piece on the other side. 

 

7. Wrap the legs to the ¾ position toward the eye of the hook and tie in. 
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8. Wrap the shank of the hook to the eye and then tie in a leg and fold forward.  Tie in so the leg is splayed for-
ward on either side of the hook similar as with the tail.  

 

9. Wrap the chenille to the front of the hook and secure with 3 or 4 wraps and trim the tag of the chenille  
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10. Wrap behind the eye to make a head and secure with a few half hitches.  I usually apply some head cement or 
super glue to secure the head.  Then trim the legs to make them equal.  Pull the legs to stretch them to the side. 

These images were taken from a video by the Green Drake Outfitter's Fly of the Month Club.  

Visit their site at http://greendrake.com/ .  

To see the You Tube video of this fly being tied by the Green Drake Outfitters visit: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hGWiB-nfP6U 
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The August  chapter meeting featured a presentation on aquatic insects in trout streams by Dave 

Penrose, environmental biologist. 

Dave presented an informative program on the various types of aquatic insects, their life cycles, and the 
importance of these insects as indicators of water 
quality and the biologic heath of a stream system.   

Great presentation (although he did have a little prob-
lem with the spinner/dunn thing :).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tim Kellner is congratulated by Chris 
Ellis for winning the drawing for a nice 
collection of Jack Frisch Flies.  

Pisgah Chapter Trout Unlimited 
August Chapter Meeting 

 

Winner Tim Kellner with a box of 
really nice flies! 
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A few weeks ago,  my Saturday p lans were to be an un-thr i l l ing day of  t r imming the 

hemlock  hedge,  fo l lowed up by cut t ing the grass.   Instead of  do ing what  I  should do,  I  
dec ided to  do what  I  need to  do… head for  a  s t ream.    

Knowing that  f ish ing in  P isgah on a  Saturday in  August  was l i ke ly  to  be not  a  so lo  
event ,   w i th  wi fe  in  tow,  I  grabbed,  not  my f ly  rod,  but  a  baggie wi th  severa l  s l ices of  
bread (chum) and we headed in to  Pisgah to  scout  d i f fe rent  s t reams.      

Whi le  bushwhacking a long a  b lue- l ine creek,  I  came across one o f  the features in  P is-
gah I  have not iced both f ish ing and when I  used to  back-pack… a s tone wal l ,  severa l  
feet  h igh and an o ld  road.   Probably  i t  was the labor  day theme music  that  WNCW had 
been p lay ing,  but  whatever  i t  was,  I  s tar ted th ink ing about  the fo lks  who had labored so 
hard in  the forest ry  wor ld  to  bu i ld  what  we now use for  woods roads,  t ra i ls ,  e tc .  

I t  a lso s t ruck me how unaware I  usual ly  am about  how the forest  had evolved over  t ime.  
As may of  you are probably  aware,  a t  one t ime,  large t racts  of  what  is  now Nat ional  For-
est  land in  the east ,  resem-
bled a waste land,  as shown 
in  the photo.   I  understand 
th is  was not  the case wi th  
P isgah,  pr imar i ly  due to  how 
the proper ty  was managed 
by Vanderb i l t .  

In  1916,  Vanderb i l t  so ld   
86,700 acres to  the Nat ional  
Forest  Reservat ion Commis-
s ion for  $433,500.   Th is  
equates to  $5/acre  in  1916 
dol lars .  I  used the CPI  too l  
on the in ternet  and the or ig i -
na l  1916 amount  equates to  
about  $9,475,355 (or  $110/
acre)  in  2014 dol lars .    

The funds for  the purchase came f rom money a l located by Congress through leg is la t ion  
ca l led the Weeks Act ,  passed in  1911.   the Forest  Reserve Act ,  passed in  1897,  s tar ted 
the process of  the federa l  government  purchasing lands for  publ ic  forests .  By 1897,  ap-
proximate ly  40 mi l l ion acres had been purchased,  but  tha t  land was in  the western US.   

Conserv ing Our  Cold  Water… 
what  can I  do? 

Photo from US Forest Service   
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The Weeks act  prov ided funds for  purchase of  lands for  nat ional  forests  in  the eastern  
US.   The f i rs t  t ract  purchased for  eastern nat ional  forests  was the 8 ,100 acre  Cur t is  
t ract ,  located near  Old For t .   Th is  set  the taxpayer  back $7/acre.    

The purchase of  the  Bi l tmore t ract  was made poss ib le  through the generos i ty  o f  Mrs.  
Vanderb i l t  who accepted a pr ices $200,000 less than the f i rs t  one asked “ to  perpetuate 
her  husband’s  p ioneer  work in  forest  conservat ion and to  insure the use and enjoyment  
o f  the forest  for  the Amer ican people for  a l l  t ime.”   (see footnote)  

Back ing up to  where th is  ar t ic le  s tar ted,  we enjoy th is  wonder fu l  fo rest  and the beaut i fu l  
( though incredib ly  p icky and,  for  me,  hard to  ca tch)  t rout  that  l i ve there because of  the 
fores ight  and conservat ion minded ef for ts  o f  those who were here  before  us .     

Reading L inda Byington’  s  ar t ic le  “We Are Doing good Things”  makes me apprec ia te the 
t ime and ef for t  the vo lunteers in  the Chapter  make to  programs l ike  Rivercourse,  Trout -
in- the Classroom, Cast ing for  Recovery,  he lp  wi th  s tock ing,  t rash p ick-up,  and others.   
We may not  have the resources of  the Vanderbui l ts ,  a t  least  no-one I  know does,  but  we 
can make the donat ion of  our  t ime so that  o thers  can enjoy the beauty  of  the  s t reams 
and forests ,  and maybe get  an occas ional  tug on the l ine.  

 

B i l l     

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Footnote—the in format ion on the Bi l tmore t rac t  purchase is  f rom a pdf  I  found wi th  a 
Google search for  “P isgah purchase”  on the Forest  His tory  Society  webpage.   I  could 
not  get  the hyper l ink  to  work.  

“ . . . to  insure the use 
and en joyment  o f  
the forest  for  the 
Amer ican people for  
a l l  t ime.”  

continued 	
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Reference Phone Numbers 

NC Wildlife Violations     800-662-7137  

Fish Biologist - Lorie Stroup   828-877-3265 ext 219 

Water discharges on the Green River              800-829-5253 

http://www.boatingbeta.com/runs/flows/green 

Water discharges on the Nantahala River & Tuckaseegee River  

 866-332-5253                                                                              

Mentor’s List 

Chapter Members listed below are 
available to accompany one or two 
members who would like to learn 
more about fly fishing in our 
streams. If you are just beginning to 
fly fish, here’s an opportunity to get 
help from some knowledgeable an-
glers.         

Bob Daubert                     693-6262 

Steve Fromholtz               674-2450  * 

Dave Maxwell                   894-0308 

Steve Herring                   749-9352 

Dale Klug                          243-6783 

Legend:   * weekends only   

Snags & Snarls is published twelve times a year by the Pisgah Chapter of Trout 
Unlimited, a non - profit organization for its members and supporters. 
Address comments to: 

Snags & Snarls 

PO Box 841 

Hendersonville NC 28793-0841  

 

E-Mail bill.miller@hdrinc.com 

 

The Pisgah Chapter web site is 

http://www.pisgahchaptertu.org 

 

TROUT 
           

WELCOME ! 

New Members 

 
Todd Hoeferr Raleigh, NC 

Joshua Story Lenoir, NC 

Charles Patton Morganton, NC 
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Pisgah Chapter Leaders Directory 

 2014 

  President 

   Chris Ellis  

828-243-5728 

chris.ellis.pctu@gmail.com  

 Director  

Frank Cocciolillo.   

fjc11@att.net 

 Director  

Lou Dondero 

ldondero@yahoo.com 

  
Director  

Jim Czarnezki 

czarnezki@netscape.net 

 Secretary 

Clive Morris 

clivemorris@gmail.com 

 Director  

Alan Frank 

hiker199@gmail.com 

 Treasurer 

Skip Sheldon  

828-891-3264 

shelhalla@bellsouth.net 

  
Director 

 
Ed Hagerott 

 
Edhagerott@yahoo.com 

 Past President 

Mark Byington 

markb@byingtonla.net 

  
Director  

Dick Schaad 

rschaad@ymail.com 

 Director-Communications 

Linda Byington 

Linda@byingtonla.net 

 Editor—Snags & Snarls 

Bill Miller 

bill.miller@hdrinc.com 

 

 Director  

Dave Bender 

trout1944@gmail.com 

 Director  

Tim Schubmehl 

tschubmehl@hotmail.com 


