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W e have had an interesting winter so far 

with a few nice days interspersed with cold.   

With a somewhat dry January, our water levels 

have been at or below mean flow.  Water tem-

peratures have dropped from a high of 45 de-

grees to around 35 degrees which is too cold for 

me.   Joe Moore’s winter fishing recommendation for cold water is to fish 

deep and slow along the bottom.  I’m happiest when the water temperature 

gets above 50 degrees.   

President’s Message 

 SNAGS & SNARLS 

Chapter Events: 

February 4, 2014 - 6:30 pm - 
PCTU Board of Directors 

Meeting – Kelseys 
Restaurant, Hendersonville 

 

February 13,  2014 

6:45 – 9:00 pm - PCTU 
Chapter Meeting @ Pardee 

Center— 

Roger Lowe  

 

 

In this issue: 

Directions to Pardee Center 

  
Pisgah Chapter Trout Unlimited   

Serving Henderson, Transylvania, and Polk Counties in Western North Carolina 

February 2014 

• President’s Message 

• Upcoming February  
Chapter Meeting Pro-
gram 

• Fly of the Month 

• From the Editor 

• Trout-in-the-
Classroom Update 

• January Meeting Re-
cap 

• A Trip Up the Upper 
Davidson 

• Directory /Mentors 

 

http://www.pisgahchaptertu.org/New-Meeting-information.html
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USGS 03446000 MILLS RIVER 
NEAR MILLS RIVER, NC 

For your amusement I have included the stream gauge information.  As for 

my plans I think it will be from middle to late March before water temperatures suit me. 

President’s Message 

(continued) 

Closures 
I’ll need to rethink some of my spring fishing plans as some of my favorite water will be off limits.  Logging in the 
North Mills Area will close the upper part of the Delayed Harvest section.   Stocking will be limited to the lower sec-
tion at the Mills River Recreation area until the fall.  According to Lorie Stroup of the USFS: 

Hey Guys, 

I know it is going to get confusing and many folks will be upset they can’t access that awesome section of river but there’s good work to come for that 
area including replacing some deteriorated bridges and under-sized culverts that are restricting flow and causing erosion issues.  Here is the sweet of 
maps for the Brushy Ridge Decision, the EA and the closure order. 

You will note that right now the only area closed and being enforced is the Foster Creek area.  As soon as the other area, which includes the North 
Mills River above the private upstream of the campground, there will be signs posted. 

Lorie Stroup 
Zone Fisheries Biologist 
Pisgah National Forest 

Home  
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President’s Message 

(continued) 

The following is a list of Roads Closed 
in Pisgah Ranger District: 
 
The U.S. Forest Service has closed the 
following roads in the Pisgah Ranger 
District, Pisgah National Forest, for 
public safety and resource protection: 
 
• Forest Service Road (FSR) 475B 
(Headwaters Road) from the intersection 
of FSR 475 (Davidson River Road, near 
the Pisgah Fish Hatchery), to Gumstand 
Gap (Sunwall Trailhead) 
 
• FSR 476 (Wolf Ford Road) 
 
• FSR 477 (Avery Creek) from the Pis-
gah Stables north to Route 276 
 
• FSR 479 (Bent Creek) from just after 
Ledford Branch Trailhead to the Blue 
Ridge Parkway 
 
• FSR 5000 (Wash Creek) from the Blue 
Ridge Parkway to just before Wash 
Creek Horse Camp 
 
Motorized access to trailheads in the 
Bent Creek Experimental Forest, Wash 
Creek Horse Camp and Trace Ridge 
Trailhead will remain open. 
 
The following additional roads (or por-
tions of roads) will be closed if chang-
ing weather conditions cause further de-
terioration:  
 
• FSR 140 (Courthouse Creek) 
 
• FSR 146 (Yellow Gap) 
Pisgah National Forest 

Home  

Map of North Mills River closed Roads 

Catch and Release Proposal 
 
On another note, things are looking up for expanding catch and 
release water.  A section below Lake Logan has been pro-
posed and supported by both the Land of Sky and Pisgah 
Chapter.  The Chapters have submitted letters to the N.C. Wild-
life Resources Commission on proposed regulation changes in 
favor of a proposal to create a stretch of Catch and Release 
Only trout water on the West Fork Pigeon River.  The stretch 
would be about 1/2 mile long and located between the Lake Lo-
gan dam and the 215 bridge.   Details of the proposed change 
and other proposed fishing regulation changes can be found at 
the following link:  
 
http://www.ncwildlife.org/Portals/0/Regs/documents/2014-15-
PublicHearingBooklet.pdf 
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Fly Fishing School 
The Fly Fishing School registration is now open.  Thanks 
to Linda Byington for updating our registration form on 
the website and ordering leaflets.  During the January 
meeting we started our signup for volunteers. We had 6 
Casting coaches, 2 Knots coaches and 6 half-day Men-
tors volunteer for the school so far.   We eventually need 
to sign up an additional 4 or more Casting coaches, 3 
more Knots coaches, and 9 more half-day on-the-water 
Mentors. 

Also, thanks to Scott Shafer who took my specs to build a 
MS Access database and entry screens to save us time 
in managing our student and volunteer registration.  This 
is an improvement that will take a lot of drudgery out of 
matching students with mentors and group sessions.   I 
will kick off the registration drive by sending an invite to 
the 25 email addresses collected from folks interested in 
the Fly Fishing School. 

I am still working on a schedule to provide a training ses-
sion to Casting coaches.  We might need two sessions 
since cutbacks do not allow weekend work at the Educa-
tion center, one during the week with Linda  Michael, Ed-
ucation Specialist for the Pisgah Wildlife Education Cen-
ter, and another on a Saturday for those who can’t make 
it during the week.  So far we have had 9 interested in 
this training. 

Chapter Work 
We are still looking for a Newsletter Editor, and I greatly 
appreciate Mark Byington’s stepping in as our Interim Ed-
itor and Publisher.  This is a great way to interact with the 
Chapter membership and Board on all levels.  It is an im-
portant role since it provides the best window of the 
Chapter’s work.  We have a large number of newsletters 
online that provide excellent templates a future Editor can 
use. 

I am currently doing the Membership function for the 
Chapter. However, I only expect to do so on an interim 
basis as it takes away from my other duties.   John Kies, 

our former Membership Chairman, says this duty re-
quires only 7 to 8 hours a month and is a good way to 
become more acquainted with our membership.   Below 
is a Job description for this role that John wrote: 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR 

Description:  The Membership Chair is tasked with Re-
cruitment and Retention of members for the Chapter.  
Both functions carry equal weight as priorities in serving 
the needs of the Chapter to grow and expand member-
ship plus keep existing members involved and active as 
committee chairs/members, Board positions, and Chap-
ter officers.  An active, growing and participating mem-
bership is the health of the Chapter. The Membership 
Chair is the primary link between the Chapter and the 
members and growing the bond between them. 

Conclusion 
The Chapter has a lot of jobs, some periodic, and some 
monthly.  We are planning to expand our projects to in-
clude work at the DuPont State Forest for erosion control 
and fishermen access.  We will be meeting with the Park 
Supervisor in February to start this planning.   While we 
usually do not have trouble recruiting for this kind of pro-
ject work, we also need to support the operational tasks.   
Please consider volunteering for the Editor/Publisher and 
Membership Chair to help us fill these important jobs.  
We are also looking for some Trout in the Classroom liai-
sons to keep contact with our schools to help with 
maintenance and support. 

This is a good time to tie or purchase some spring flies, 
get your gear organized, and start planning for your 
year’s fishing.   I find reading past spring newsletters is a 
good way to get energized for the coming fishing season. 

Tight Lines, 

Chris Ellis 

President’s Message 

(continued) 

Home  
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Upcoming Chapter Meeting  
Thursday, February 13th 
@ Pardee Health Education Center 

Blue Ridge Mall Directions to Pardee Center 

Special  

Guest Speaker: 

Roger Lowe 

R oger Lowe is considered to be the “keeper” of the 
native fly patterns of the Smokies and surrounding 

areas.   His book “Roger Lowe's Fly Pattern Guide to the 
Great Smoky Mountains” was first published in 2005.  It 
is still considered to be the best recipe book for fly tying 
of the older “tried and true” patterns used for many years 
in this area.  I know that these patterns will work in many 
other areas as I have personally caught fish in other 
states when other patterns weren't working. 

Roger was introduced to fly fishing at a very early age 
by his father and grandfather.  He developed a unique 
understanding of how and when the older fly patterns 
would work in and around the Smokies and became an 
excellent and sought-after guide.  He published a guide 
to help determine which patterns might work, and this 
very popular, small and handy “Smoky Mountain Hatch 
Book” is still sold in many fly shops today.  He has guid-
ed for most of his adult life (over 30 years). 

He and his wife, Diane, opened a fly shop in Waynes-
ville (considered to be one of the finest small, full-service 
shops north of Atlanta) and operated it for over 15 years. 
Diane would run the shop when Roger was guiding, and 
she is a very skilled angler in her own right. 

It was a shop where anglers would come in for “stuff” 
and information.  It was a place to hang out and discuss 
that great catch or the one that got away.  It was a mec-
ca for information from others who would, at times, un-
knowingly give up their secret holes (Roger knew and 
fished all of them because he was the one who told 
them where they were).   

In that small shop, he taught many people (myself in-
cluded) how to tie flies in a simple and uncomplicated 
manner.  Roger and his helpers tied all of the flies that 
were sold in his shop and, still to this day, ties his own 
flies which spans over 40+ years. He is a wonderful 
teacher and mentor to many  fly fishermen, both skilled 
and novices.  Roger wrote many articles throughout the 
years for the Mountaineer in Waynesville with suggested 
flies to use and would offer places to fish that weren't 
always on the beaten path.  To compliment his guide 
book, he also published a video on fly tying. Today, he is 
a contributor to Southern Trout magazine, a great on-
line fishing magazine that always has useful information.  

He has spoken and tied flies at countless fly fishing 
events and volunteered his time to teach Boy Scouts 

and other groups to fly fish. 

He has drift-boated for many years on both the Tucka-
segee and Nantahala rivers along with wade trips into 
the Smokies.  I can personally attest to his skills as a 
guide, having been on several trips and have always 
caught/released many fish.   

Since he closed the shop in 2007, he has continued to 
guide and is now affiliated with Brookings Cashiers Vil-
lage Angler.  A guided trip with Roger is an experience 
that everyone should put on their fly fishing “bucket list”.  
It'll truly be a unique and fun adventure. 

Alan Frank 

 

Roger Lowe  

In 

Action 

http://www.pisgahchaptertu.org/New-Meeting-information.html
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Gray Fox (submitted by Alan Frank) 
This fly is a variation of the March Brown but is a lighter color due to its gray wings and 
cream and grizzly hackle.  This fly is best fished in early springtime. 
 
There is a very well done tying video – use the link to view how to tie this fly:  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aDEYNA_INNI 
(this person is basically tying a March Brown with some variation but use Roger's cream 
colors and gray wings) 

     Roger Lowe's Recipe 

(This recipe is from Roger Lowe's Fly Pattern Book) 

 

Hook: Standard dry fly hook: 94840 Mustad or similar hook 

 (size can vary but mostly used in sizes 12, 14 or to match the hatch) 

 

Thread: Cream 

 

Wing: Mallard Gray  

 

Tail: Cream 

 

Body: Cream 

 

Hackle: Cream and Grizzly together – try to match size hook 
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I accompanied David Pierce to the Pisgah Fish Hatch-
ery to get rainbow and brook trout eggs on December 3.   
Graham Laing, Fish Culturist, and Scott Marsh, Assis-
tant Hatchery Supervisor, took us through the culture 
facilities and selected the eggs.  We got diploid rainbow 
eggs, at Tom Bushe’s request, for the Hendersonville 
Middle School TIC program.   We also delivered brook 
trout eggs to Stephanie Luedi at Polk Middle School. 
She reports 100% hatching of viable eggs.  Brook trout 
eggs were also delivered to Adam Maybin at Apple Val-
ley Middle School.   Loraine Thomas of Edneyville Ele-
mentary School received rainbow eggs.  Stephanie and 
Adam are new to the TIC program, and we want to wel-
come and support them and their students in applying 
this exciting hands on program to their science curricu-
lum. 

Lorraine Thomas and TIC Students at Edneyville Elementary School 

TROUT-IN-THE-CLASSROOM UPDATE 
By Chris Ellis 
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Home  

David Pierce and Stephanie Luedi at Polk County Middle School. 

T.I.C., CONTINUED 

January 

Chapter  

Meeting 

Squeak Smith gave a fascinating presentation and dis-
cussion covering a variety of topics. He began by giving 
an overview of his work on the Muddy Creek Restoration 
Project in Burke and McDowell Counties 

(http://www.nctu.org/projects/muddy_creek_app.htm), 
which is part of a larger effort to create a sustainable fish-
ery on the Catawba tailwater. He also presented on hunt-
ing Spring Steelhead and Fall Salmon in Michigan, as 
well as East Tenn. tailwater fishing! 

New member Cary Hitchcock and his wife Tonja. 

A great crowd of  over 45 
folks showed up for the  

meeting. Norris McDowell was thrilled to win the raffled fly box put 
together by his friend Jim Hoskinson before he passed. 



 

SNAGS & SNARLS                                                                                    February,  2014                                                                                                        Page  9 

Home  

When I first started fly fishing on my own, I drove above the Pisgah Fish Hatchery and stopped along the 
road on the upper Davidson River somewhere above the Cove Creek campground access.  I remember 
finding a spot to access the stream.  Several nice trout were visible in a run and I tried in vain to get them 
interested in a dry fly.  I’m sure they knew I was there and were laughing at me.   

Many years later after joining TU, I fished the Davidson River gorge below the Cove Creek area and this 
has been one of my favorite areas.  The area that I will now refer to, Daniel Ridge, has been on my mind 
for years, so last fall Chas Glatzer and I made a trip to check it out.  

Parking is an issue in the first section (1). You can either park at Cove Creek, or immediately after you 
cross the Cove Creek Bridge.  Otherwise, you must drive 1 mile to the large parking area on the right 
(which is on a gated forest service road) and the trail head to the Daniel Ridge Trail (2).   

This is where we parked.  Chas went in at the bridge over the upper Davidson at this spot, and I walked 
¼ mile downstream.  The bank is very steep on the road back to Cove Creek with only a few spots to 
climb down to the creek.  I was fishing with dry flies and only interested a few small rainbows.  The water 
looked really good with a lot of nice pools.  After an hour of this, I found a spot to climb back up to the 
road and spotted Chaz below the bridge.   

Continued on next page…. 

A Trip to the Upper Davidson 
      By Chris Ellis 
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Chaz had caught 5 fish by then, mainly 10 – 12 inch browns.  He was fishing with a Green Whopper and 
a green Joey’s Worm.  The stream bottom is mainly light tan bed rock with a few gravel bars.  I fished 
Chas’s area and saw a number of fish when wading.  Our conclusion was there were a lot of fish but they 
were very spooky and required a lot of stealth.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued on next page…. 

A Trip to the Upper Davidson 
… continued 

Runs and small pools between Cove Creek and the 
Daniel Ridge parking area. 

Stealth is required to trick these spooky fish. 

Chas is rewarded with a small brown. 
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The stream narrows as it starts to climb and the pools 
become less frequent, however we each picked up a 
number of fish as we went up stream.   

 

 

 

 

 

The day had come to an end quickly as we got started in the 
afternoon.   We met another fisherman from Swannanoa who 
said this was one of his favorite sections of the Davidson.   
There is a lot of stream left to explore, and I have ¾ of a mile 
above Cove Creek that I still want to try.  Incidentally there is a 
nice pool a short distance above Cove Creek with nice fish.  
These fish are very hard to approach in this pool, and it would 
be easier to fool them if the water was up a little (1). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Trip to the Upper Davidson 
… continued 

After lunch, I worked a long pool 
above the bridge where I spotted 

a brown trout. 

After no luck from the bottom of the pool I crept to the head of the pool 
and was rewarded with a nice fish for this area (3). 

I found a nice rainbow in a pool as our day came to a close.  After a 
number of unsuccessful takes, I turned it over to Chas who had the 

same results (4). 
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Reference Phone Numbers 

NC Wildlife Violations     800-662-7137  

Fish Biologist - Lorie Stroup   828-877-3265 ext 219 

Water discharges on the Green River              800-829-5253 

http://www.boatingbeta.com/runs/flows/green 

Water discharges on the Nantahala River & Tuckaseegee River  

 866-332-5253                                                                              

Mentor’s List 

Chapter Members listed below are 
available to accompany one or two 
members who would like to learn 
more about fly fishing in our 
streams. If you are just beginning to 
fly fish, here’s an opportunity to get 
help from some knowledgeable an-
glers.         

Bob Daubert                     693-6262 

Steve Fromholtz               674-2450  * 

Dave Maxwell                   894-0308 

Steve Herring                   749-9352 

Dale Klug                          243-6783 

Legend:   * weekends only   

Snags & Snarls is published twelve times a year by the Pisgah Chapter of Trout 
Unlimited, a non - profit organization for its members and supporters. 
Address comments to: 

Snags & Snarls 

PO Box 841 

Hendersonville NC 28793-0841  

 

E-Mail markb@byingtonla.net 

 

The Pisgah Chapter web site is 

http://www.pisgahchaptertu.org 

 

TROUT 
           UNLIMITED 

Home  

2014 March 

Little River 7 

Green River 7 

North Mills River 3 

East Fork French 
Broad River 

6 

April 

7 

3 

1 

4 

May 

1 

5 

6 

6 

Click Below: For the Complete Delayed Harvest Stocking of All NC 
Streams 

http://www.ncwildlife.org/Portals/0/Fishing/documents/TROUT_MAP.PDF  

2014 DELAYED HARVEST SCHEDULE FOR SELECTED DH WATERS 
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Pisgah Chapter Leaders Directory 
January 2014 

  President 

   Chris Ellis  

 

chris.ellis_pctu@yahoo.com 

 Director  

Frank Cocciolillo.   

tjcu@att.net 

 Vice President.  

Lou Dondero 

ldondero@yahoo.com 

  
Director  

Jim Czarnezki 

czarnezki@netscape.net 

 Secretary 
Clive Morris 

clivemorris@gmail.com 

 Director  

Alan Frank 

hiker199@gmail.com 

 Treasurer 
Skip Sheldon  
828-891-3264 

shelhalla@bellsouth.net 

  
Director 

 
Ed Hagerott 

 
Edhagerott@yahoo.com 

 Past President..   

Mark Byington 

markb@byingtonla.net 

  
Director  

Dick Shaad 

schaad@ymail.com 

 Director-Communications 

Linda Byington 

Linda@byingtonla.net 

 Editor—Snags & Snarls 

 

  
Director  

Dave Bender 

trout1944@gmail.com 

 Director  

Tim Schubmehl 

tschubmehl@hotmail.com 

Home  


