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I  wish everyone a Happy New Year and hope for 

some better water conditions for 2013.  We had 

some extreme weather in 2013 with 75 inches of rain 

in our area.   With luck we can get back to normal 

water levels.  I often refer to the USGS steam gauge 

site when planning a fishing trip after a period of 

rain.   If the levels are significantly above mean flow, 

I usually postpone my trip. 

 

The USGS stream Links I use the most are as follows: 

Davidson River - http://waterdata.usgs.gov/usa/nwis/uv?site_no=03441000 
Tuckaseegee River - http://waterdata.usgs.gov/usa/nwis/uv?03510577 

      @ Bryson City - http://waterdata.usgs.gov/usa/nwis/uv?site_no=03513000 

Mills River - http://waterdata.usgs.gov/usa/nwis/uv?03446000 

French Broad at Etowah - http://waterdata.usgs.gov/usa/nwis/uv?site_no=03443000 
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President’s Message 

Continued…. 

O n another note, the Board has a lot of interesting 

programs they are lining up for this year. Each 

member of the Board picks a month to provide an arti-

cle and a program, and arranges for the Fly of the 

Month. I hope everyone can make our January meeting 

with Squeak Smith.  Squeak, who has presented pro-

grams to our Chapter in the past, is a very interesting 

speaker. We will all be entertained and educated. 

Remember to consider attending the Southeast Re-

gional Meeting scheduled for March 29 in Dillard, GA. 

For more details, please see the letter from Beverly 

Smith published In the November 2013 issue. 

I hope some of you made it out to the WNC Fly Fishing 

Expo at the Agriculture Center November 7 and 8.  

There were some great buys on equipment, and some 

very interesting presentations.  I want to thank John 

Miko President of the Land O’ Sky Chapter for letting 

us share his booth at the Expo. Land O’ Sky uses this 

venue to sell donated Items as one of their major fund-

raising events.   I collected a number of e-mail ad-

dresses for folks interested in our Fly Fishing School.  

The booth was next to the TU National and State 

Council booth, which afforded opportunities to share 

information and ideas. 

It’s time to start thinking about our Fly Fishing School 

scheduled for April 19, 2014.  This year we are also 

planning a training session for members who would like 

to help teach fly casting and knots as well as to serve 

as mentors for the ½ day on the water.  We need 20+ 

volunteers each year to adequately run the school, and 

we will start signing up volunteers for the School and 

training in January.   Please remember to mention the 

School every chance you get and send me the e-mail 

addresses of those who are interestef in the School.  I 

will send out an invitation when we start registration. 

Many thanks our new interim Editor and Publisher, 

Mark Byington, for working on this newsletter.  I also 

would like to extend an invitation to anyone interested 

in taking on this job, at least on a trial basis.  It is a 

wonderful opportunity for those who enjoy creating and 

organizing a newsletter. 

I want to dedicate this issue to the memory of Jim 

Dore, Jim Hoskinson, and Bob Wolfe.  We have re-

ceived a number of remembrances that are published 

in this issue.  If you would like to add to these, we will 

publish them in future editions of Snags & Snarls. 

Hope to see you at our next meeting and/or on the  

water. 

 

Tight Lines, 

Chris Ellis 
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November  

Chapter Meeting 

Linda Michael, Education Specialist, for the Pisgah Wildlife Edu-

cation Center provided the November program on the activities of 

the Center.  Linda who has fly fished all her life, switched careers 

to become an Education Specialist at the Center.   Linda teaches 

fly fishing and trains instructors to teach fly fishing across the 

state for the NCWRC.  The Wildlife programs are very extensive 

and include teaching folks river and lake fishing, as well as fly ty-

ing and many other stream-related education programs.  Linda 

said she would work with us to train new instructors for our Fly 

Fishing School.  Thanks Linda for a great program. 

Green River Stocking – November 2013 

What a beautiful day to stock the Green River.   Nice and sunny, beautiful fall foliage, low water for a change, many large fish 

(tails sticking out of the buckets), great turnout and good snacks made this a wonderful experience.  A big thank-you to Charles 

Sabolovic, John Johnson, Frank Cocciolillo, Terry Brooks, Rich Cashman, Tom Kellner, Dave Bender, Dick Schaad, David Pot-

ter, Carole Deddy, Lisa Alston, Chris Ellis, Karl Trumpler, and Bob Daubert for their help in spreading the buckets of trout to their 

new home.  As usual, we ended the day at the Green River BBQ treating the hatchery men. 

Green River BBQ is the favorite way to end a 

great day stocking the Green! 

We all work hard 

but as you can 

see we enjoy the 

work. 
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Upcoming Chapter Meeting  

Thursday, January 9th 

@ Pardee Health Education Center 

Blue Ridge Mall Directions to Pardee Center 

Special Guest 

Speaker: 

Squeak Smith 

The January Chapter Meeting Program will feature the 
very entertaining and renowned Trout Unlimited stalwart 
Michael R. “Squeak” Smith. A member of the Table 
Rock Chapter (Hickory, NC) since 1986, Squeak grew 
up in Michigan where his grandfather guided on the 
Manistee River. Squeak caught his first fish on a fly rod 
when he was 3 years old and learned to tie flies at age 
8. After retiring from the Air Force in 1983, he moved to 
NC for the fishing opportunities and has held leadership 
positions in TU at all national, state and local levels. He 
has served on TU National Board of Trustees as SE Re-

gional VP and was elected Grass-
roots Trustee for 8 years. Among 

his many volunteer accolades, in 2005 Squeak was 
granted the prestigious Trout Unlimited Ray Morten-
son Award as Volunteer of the Year, and in 2009 he 
was included in Trout Unlimited’s ‘The 10’, which recog-
nized ten individuals who most impacted TU’s 50 year 

history. 

 

Locally Squeak has had tremendous impact with his 
work on the Catawba River watershed. He 
established the Muddy Creek Restoration 
Initiative (MCRI): a collaborative between 

Table Rock TU (and eventually NCTU), 
Duke Power and NCWRC, and started out-
reach and funding for restoration work with-
in the 100 sq mile watershed. He has 
served on the Muddy Creek Board since its 
inception. After helping to found the  
Catawba-Wateree Relicensing Coalition, 
he was elected by stakeholders as the Up-
per Catawba River Representative to the 
Duke Power State Relicensing Team.  
The 2008 Comprehensive Relicensing 
Agreement resulted in; protection of over 
4000 acres of riparian headwaters, creation 
of a 13-mile tailwater trophy trout fishery, 
establishment of multiple public access 
sites, and significant enhancements to   
instream flows through implementation of 
continuous minimum flows.   

 

Every year Squeak has returned to his 
home waters in Northern Michigan where 
he has averaged 70 days a year chasing 
Salmon and Steelhead on Great Lakes trib-
utaries. He will spend a good portion of his 
presentation with photos and tales of these 
fabulous fisheries. He will also talk about 
the status of his work locally, including the 

Upper Catawba trophy Brown Trout fishery. 

Don’t miss this opportunity to hear a real 
TU hero talk about his love of fishing and 

coldwater conservation! 

http://www.pisgahchaptertu.org/New-Meeting-information.html
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D ear friends and chapter members - we are in need of a newsletter editor.  

With Jim's unexpected passing, I have agreed to fill in the duties of editor on an interim basis. 
However, as I rotated off as chapter president, I am stepping into another non-profit leadership position 
(and am still in full career stride). If not for those minor issues I would love to continue as newsletter editor. 
It does require some time assimilating the information, time that can be greatly reduced by getting regular 
input from chapter members. Other than that, the only skills required are with desktop publishing. Jim was 
using Microsoft Publisher, with which I am now getting acquainted, although other software such as InDe-
sign would certainly work as well. If you would like to help with this critically important PCTU communica-

tion effort, please feel free to contact me at 864.979.7436 or markb@byingtonla.net.  

Thank you.  

mb  

In Memoriam 

2013 

 

November: 

Jim Dore 

Jim Hoskinson 

Bob Wolfe 

 

August: 

Al Rogers 

 

May: 

Wai Syn 

 

 

Jim Dore 

Jim was very supportive and it was my 

honor to have his support. I'm going to 

fish tomorrow in honor of both Jims’ 

passing... A cold Fall day on the water 

knowing I'm not far behind them. 

 

Dale Klug 

My first introduction to Jim Dore was at the 1st Congressional Church where we had 

our annual auction and banquet.  My wife bid on 25 Dahlia plants to be delivered in 

June.  She won the auction and I spent a week preparing plant beds as a result.  Jim 

delivered the plant along with his instruction book “Jim’s Dope on Dahlias”.  Jim 

won many awards as part of the Dahlia society and was generous to donate his plant 

for Chapter fund raising. Jim was a very active member for many years, and served 

as Director 2001-2002 and was a contributor to our Newsletter.  Jim was also part of 

the committee on the Kiosk that the chapter marketed to other Chapters.  I particular-

ly remember his “Frisch Tale” about fishing in his youth out West. While Jim was 

not able to participate in Chapter activities over the last 4 or 5 years due to declining 

health, he was for many years a valuable member of our Chapter fellowship and will 

be missed. 

Chris Ellis 
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In Memoriam 

2013 

 

In November: 

Jim Dore 

Jim Hoskinson 

Bob Wolfe 

 

In August: 

Al Rogers 

(revisit memorial in  

October’s S&S here) 

 

 

In May: 

Wai Syn 

(revisit memorial in  

June’s S&S  here) 

 

Left to right;  

Craig Larson, Stu Cohn,  

and Jim Dore 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo courtesy of  

Stu Cohn 

Bob Wolfe retrieving his fly. 

Photo courtesy of John Barsotti 

Home  

Bob Wolfe 
 Bob was a regular 

along the hatchery 

section of the Da-

vidson. He liked to 

fish bamboo 

(although was fine 

with graphite). I got 

to know Bob over 

time and he was 

always more than 

willing to answer 

my endless ques-

tions as I was get-

ting into fly fishing. 

John Rich  
Bob is in the middle, between his grandson Zachery and brother Dave. Standing is Dick 

Fulton. Jim Hoskinson and John Barsotti on the ends. Norris McDowell is seated in 

back.  Mike Hanesworth took this picture. 

Bob fished almost every day, usually at the Davidson.  Bob was an avid and expert fly fisherman 
and fly tier who, until recently, fished almost every day that the weather and water level permit-
ted. He usually fished at the Davidson, except in the spring and fall when he sometimes went to 
delayed harvest waters. For several years, until health issues limited him, he worked part-time 
as a guide for Davidson River Outfitters. He especially enjoyed mentoring people who were new 
to fly fishing. Although he was not fond of meetings (except streamside gatherings), he enjoyed 
reading Snags & Snarls and was a good friend and fishing buddy to several members of PCTU. 

  

Mike Hanesworth 

http://www.pisgahchaptertu.org/Snags-Snarls/2013-10.pdf
http://www.pisgahchaptertu.org/Snags-Snarls/2013-06.pdf
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In Memoriam 

2013 

 

November: 

Jim Dore 

Jim Hoskinson 

Bob Wolfe 

 

August: 

Al Rogers 

 

May: 

Wai Syn 

 

 

Jim Hoskinson (left) and  Wai Syn (right)  —  (in blue under the banner) 

From the October 2012 Chapter Picnic 

 

JIM HOSKINSON – FISHERMAN & FRIEND 

 

“How ya doin” were not the very first words that I heard from Jim Hoskinson, but they were 

among them. We had met that morning in March 2002 at the Dixie Diner, our first time to 

participate in the monthly “fishing outings” that the Pisgah Chapter held in those days. One 

of the regulars had led us after breakfast to the Shelton Laurel, and Jim later saw me fishing 

a popular pool. We’ve all heard that streamside question, and know that often the asker 

cares little about our answer, they just want to hear “how about you” so they can tell us how 

great they are doing. Not so with Jim. As I soon learned, he had a keen interest in his fishing 

friends doing at least as well, having as much fun, as he was. On this occasion, he showed 

me the flies that he was using: a weighted “green weenie” (his go to fly at the time) with a 

small nymph below it, and gave me a couple of the green ones so I could try it. It worked 

well, with a surprising number of fish opting for the weenie.  

 

For the next several years, we fished together most weeks at least once; often 2-3 times. 

Our trips usually included Dick Fulton; then John Barsotti often joined us when he was not 

fishing the back country, and a bit later also Norris McDowell. None of us fished as much as 

Jim. He typically fished every week day, by himself if no one else was available. 

  
(Continued on page 8) 

Home  

Jim Hoskinson 
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In Memoriam 

2013 

 

In November: 

Jim Dore 

Jim Hoskinson 

Bob Wolfe 

 

In August: 

Al Rogers 

 

In May: 

Wai Syn 

 

 

Jim’s fishing objective was quite simple: 

catch big fish, then many big fish, then more 

big fish. Since he knew the most likely way 

to do that was to go down after them, he sel-

dom fished dry files, and seldom fished a 

single one. He was dismayed by people who 

were happy to catch a few on dries in a 

place where he knew he could do better with 

a pair of nymphs. Although he mostly fished 

where large fish might be found; delayed 

harvest waters, Tennessee tailwaters and 

the Davidson, he would sometimes go with 

us on back country excursions and resort to 

dry flies in small streams. He was very good 

at that, and even for a while used a one-

weight rod so that the “purty little fish”, as he 

mockingly called them, would seem more 

substantial when hooked. 

 

During those years Jim took the idea of fol-

lowing the hatchery truck to a new level. 

When he helped to stock the North Mills, he 

would take his truck up to the Trace Ridge 

parking area and, before boarding the stock-

ing truck with the others, put his rod and vest 

behind the driver’s seat. When they finished 

stocking at the dam, he would spend the 

next several hours fishing his way back to 

his truck. 

 

Jim was also a very skilled and creative tier 

of flies, always looking for new materials and 

techniques and making his own creations. 

One that I remember was the “sparkle plen-

ty” which he demonstrated at a PCTU meet-

ing and gave one to my grandson, Andrew. I 

advised him (for Jim’s benefit) to hide it 

among his wooly buggers lest a fisherman 

see it. Of course, it worked very well when 

Andrew tried it, which was reported to Jim.  

One of the great things about Jim was his 

generosity. Whether it was a fishing spot, a 

fly, or a technique, he was always anxious to 

share it with anyone who wanted to fish. 

 

During those early years in these mountains, 

Jim was quite active in Pisgah Chapter activ-

ities. He was a Davidson River Project Sec-

tion Leader, worked on the building of fences 

and stairs and other DRP activities, did road 

clean-up and fishing stocking, and served as 

a Chapter Director. 

 

A few years after arriving here, Jim received 

a grim medical diagnosis, which he thought 

meant the end of his fishing. For several 

months, he did not even want to hear or talk 

about fishing since he did not expect to 

again do it. After his wife, Julie, and physi-

cians got him into an effective treatment pro-

gram his health and outlook began to im-

prove. As he became more hopeful, he 

would take a chair and lunch to the Davidson 

and watch the fishing. Then one day, after 

fishing, I returned to the Hatchery parking lot 

and saw Jim sitting under a tree, wearing his 

waders; he was back. Although there were 

no more back country trips, Jim did a lot of 

fishing during the next few years, mostly de-

layed harvest and the Davidson. He even 

bought an annual pass to the Davidson 

“private waters”. 

 

All too soon, another medical crisis, followed 

by a long and incomplete recovery, ended 

Jim’s fishing, except for an occasional float 
(Continued on page 9) 

Home  
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In Memoriam 

2013 

 

In November: 

Jim Dore 

Jim Hoskinson 

Bob Wolfe 

 

In August: 

Al Rogers 

 

In May: 

Wai Syn 

 

 

trip. He continued his keen interest in, and service to, the Pisgah Chapter, by becoming 

the Editor of Snags & Snarls, which he did with great skill and enthusiasm from January 

2007 until his passing. He bought a publishing program and taught himself how to use it. 

He took S & S to a new level, a first class digital newsletter, by seeking ideas and contri-

butions from members, and by reading many other newsletters, and implementing the 

best ideas that he found. 

 

Jim did not complain about his health; he seldom even spoke of it. He just kept on keep-

ing on. He recently commented about how glad he was to have had the chance to fish so 

much when he was able to do it. 

 

One of the tourist traps in this area used to have shirts that said “If you are lucky enough 

to live in the mountains, you are lucky enough”. Add to that being lucky enough to know 

and share great times with Jim, and we have had far more luck than anyone could rea-

sonably expect. 

Mike Hanesworth 

 

 

Home  
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Home  

These photos courtesy of Julie Hoskinson 
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In Memoriam 

2013 

 

In November: 

Jim Dore 

Jim Hoskinson 

Bob Wolfe 

 

In August: 

Al Rogers 

 

In May: 

Wai Syn 

 

 

Photos courtesy of John Barsotti 

 

We've all heard the expression, 

“a man's man” attributed to 

someone special.  It refers to a 

man with qualities that other men 

admire, or a man other men 

would like to be.  Jim was such a 

man, possessing those manly 

qualities, and setting examples of 

leadership to which others aspire.  

We knew him mainly as a fisher-

man, and in that capacity he set 

the standard of sportsmanship 

and volunteerism.  He did these 

things quietly and with no fan-

fare.  I think that we in the Pisgah 

Chapter can refer to Jim as a fish-

erman's fisherman.  He will be 

sorely missed. 

 

Dave Maxwell 

One of the unexpected, sometime pleas-

ures of becoming chapter president is the 
interaction with chapter volunteers neces-
sitated in carrying on the chapter business. 
This was especially true with my working 
with and getting to know Jim Hoskinson a 
little bit better. One of the jobs of chapter 
president is to provide a final check on the 
newsletter to ensure important notices are 
covered and data is correct. This was 
made easy on me due to Jim's diligent 
work on his end. Over the month's I came 
to understand how much Jim put into his 
efforts as Newsletter Editor, even though it 
was always apparent by the quality and 
content of the newsletter he was produc-
ing. Like many before him, Jim exhibited 
his passion for this organization by what 
he gave back. He will indeed, be sorely 

missed. 

Mark Byington Jim at home. 

Home  

Jim awarded PCTU Volunteer of 

Year at 2012 Annual Picnic 
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2013 

 

In November: 

Jim Dore 

Jim Hoskinson 

Bob Wolfe 

 

In August: 

Al Rogers 

 

In May: 

Wai Syn 

 

 

Jim was a staunch supporter of our Chapter, serv-

ing on the board, as Chapter photographer, and 
editor of "Snags and Snarls" as well as working on 
many chapter projects.  During his time as editor 
the newsletter became a signature item for our 
Chapter. It is hoped that the Chapter will have a 
large turnout and show our appreciation one last 
time to a great fisherman for his dedication and 
contribution to the Pisgah Chapter Trout Unlimited. 
  

Bob Daubert 

Home  

Bob’s wish was realized, as we had a large turnout for Jim’s Memorial on the Davidson River.  

A bagpiper punctuated the crisp air as he led the group to Jim’s favorite spot.  Bob Daubert 

addressed the congregation with fond remembrances of Jim and his  joy and participation over 

many years with the Pisgah Chapter.  Jim’s ashes were spread on the Davidson River as the 

piper played “Amazing Grace”, and  many present tossed flies on the water as a final memorial.   

Chris Ellis 

At Right: 

Bob Daubert expresses his 

tribute to Jim 

Below: 

Steve Hoskinson (Jim’s 

son), Mike Hanesworth, and 

Norris McDowell spread the 

ashes 
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Memories of Jim Hoskinson 

 

I met Jim on the Davidson River right 

after he moved to this area.  He was 
like most of us, having a tough time 
catching trout on that beautiful and 
tricky stream.  I am no master of the 
Davidson River but on that day I was 
king.   I was using the usual midge lar-
va double rig in sizes smaller than 
20’s on about 10 feet of 6X leader and 
tippet.  He was amazed that that was 
the required rig.  This took me several 
years to figure out and I never mas-
tered it, but Jim mastered it very 
quickly.  Jim became a Davidson Riv-
er expert, catching 100’s of fish, many 
very big ones.  Jim’s memorial service 
at the Davidson was the culmination 
of a great relationship between the 
fish, the water, and Jim.  It was his ev-
erlasting fishing outing to one of his 
favorite places and was a true tribute 

to a great fisherman. 

 

Jim joined our chapter and quickly be-
came one of the leaders.  He wanted 
to participate and get things accom-
plished.  He served on the board and 
became our Newsletter photographer 
and later the editor.  Under his editor-
ship the newsletter reached new 
heights in content and style.  It could 
be compared to others nationally and 
would rank at or near the top.  “Snags 
and Snarls” gave Jim a purpose and 
allowed him to continue to the chap-
ter, and we were the beneficiaries.  

Thank you, Jim!  

 

When Skip Sheldon and I assumed 
leadership of the Davidson River Pro-
ject, Jim was very skeptical of what we 
were going to do. “I do not want to see 
the Davidson River made into a carni-
val site,” he said. After seeing what 
was done he became a big supporter 
of the effort.  On our work days he 
showed up faithfully to snap a picture 
but never wanted to take any credit for 

the work being performed.  

 

When Jim developed cancer he had to 
slow down in most things, but fishing 
was given the highest priority in his 
outdoor activities.  He and another 
cancer survivor and great dry fly fish-
erman, Bob Wolfe, decided they were 
going to fish to the end, and their mis-
sion was accomplished.  Great job, 
guys!  The fishing world lost two great 
guys and excellent fishermen within a 

couple of weeks of each other. 

 

Jim’s contribution to the chapter con-
tinued as he started donating flies to 
our monthly chapter raffle after Al 
Rogers died.  I never won any of Jim’s 
flies but it would be a pleasure to have 
fished with them.  As you can see, the 
Pisgah Chapter benefited from his 
membership to the end.  Jim was a 
loyal and dedicated member of our 
chapter and one that will be hard to 
replace.  I hope that someone tries, 
doing things their own way, but know-

ing that it will be a challenge. 

 

Tight Lines, Jim 

 

Bob Daubert 



 

SNAGS & SNARLS                                                                                    January,  2014                                                                                                        Page  14 

Home  

DIRECTOR  
PROFILES 

I  grew up in the mountains of south central Pennsylvania, an area that provided lots of 

opportunities for fishing and hunting. Growing up I spent a lot of time honing my fish-

ing skills on both the freestone and limestone streams of Pennsylvania until my company 

relocated me to Aiken, SC in the early 90's. The president of my company at the time 

was a Brevard native and suggested I give the Brevard area a try. How's that for luck? 

 While living in the Aiken/Augusta area I would drive to the mountains several 

times a month to get fly fishing fix. I also became very involved with the CSRA Fly Fish-

ers in Augusta and eventually served as President.  

 About 10 years ago, at age 59 and over 40 years of service, the company offered 

me an early retirement package. So I took the buyout and started looking for a house to 

buy in the mountains. Within a year and a half of retirement I found a house, moved to 

the Brevard area and now spend my time fishing the rivers and streams that I have come 

to love over the last 15 or so years. 

 I now do a little guiding for Davidson River Outfitters, some wood turning and play 

around with photography. 

Dave 

Bender 

Alan 

Frank 

I  caught my first trout in Nature Conservancy waters outside of Telluride, CO @ the age 
of 52 ('95) and have been “hooked” ever since.  (It  was a 16” rainbow in a catch/

release section). 
 Since I was still working, I could only fly fish for 2 weeks per year and only for a 
few years until I finally retired to Waynesville in 9/02.  I really didn't start fly fishing on a 
routine basis until 2003 and caught my first So. Brook trout in Greasy Prong on the Big E. 
Fork of the Pigeon River and that area has been my favorite to fish ever since that first 
catch. 
 I was born in NY city and @ age 13 moved to South Miami Beach, FL well before 
it became famous.  I fished off the 1st pier for several years trying to catch mackerel and 
bonita and then selling them to the Jewish Babushkas for $1/piece. 
 I graduated from the U.of F in '65 and entered U.of MD dental school in Baltimore 
in '66 where in '69, I met and married my very tolerant/amazing wife.  After graduating in 
'70, I spent 2 years in the US Navy (Portsmouth, VA shipyard) honing my dental skills on 
poor, unsuspecting sailors.  After being discharged, we moved to Sarasota, FL and spent 
30+ years practicing until retirement in July '02. 
 I had the great fortune of meeting Roger Lowe (when he had his shop) who men-
tored me in the art of fly fishing (casting, fly tying and putting me into proper equipment). 
I've been active with TU for several years and have participated in many of the Pisgah 
Chapter's various projects and am excited to now be a Hendersonville resident. 
 One of the reasons I was involved with this chapter early on was due to my con-
nection with my Friday crew trail maintenance association with Skip Shelton.  I'm an avid 
hiker, lousy golfer, decent woodworker and veggie gardener. 
 We've got 2 great married kids (Stacy 42 and Josh 38) but no grand kids yet.  My 
architect/contractor son lives in the LA area and my daughter is in southern VA.  We use 
our motor home to visit them on a frequent basis so I have lots of places to fly fish (which 
my wife and I have been doing for the last 7 years). 
 I have fished in many western states but next summer, I hope to catch a trout in 
Alaska during our 6 week RV trek. 
 I look forward to assisting this chapter in its many projects for the community. 
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Home  

DIRECTOR  
PROFILES 

Jim 

Czarnezki 

Frank 

Cocciolillo  

Living in New Jersey most of life, I was born and raised in a small town five miles 

north of Princeton, NJ, called Rocky Hill.  I am married for twenty five years to my 

wife Liza and I have two children. We moved to a shore community in the central 

Jersey shore called Forked River on the Barnegat Bay.  I became a USCG Li-

censed Captain with a 100ton certification.  We had a 28' twin screw sport fishing 

boat and started a Saltwater fishing charter business.  I operated this side busi-

ness for twenty years.  I am a past Commodore of the Forked River Tuna Club, 

as well as serving as Secretary and Vice Commodore. We sold our home on the 

water in Forked River in August of 2012 moving to Flat Rock, NC where we cur-

rently reside. I am a retired Electrical Construction Project Manager after thirty- 

eight years and enjoying my retirement with fishing, hunting and traveling with Li-

za and our two dogs and exploring with our RV. 

I  was born and raised in Medford, a small rural town in northern Wisconsin.  As a youth, I spent as 

much time as possible outdoors exploring the local streams and woodlots.  I started college in 1968 

and attended the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point but took a three-year break from school in the 

early 1970’s serving in the Army. Stationed in Germany, I followed my earlier love of the outdoors and 

participated in hunting and fishing ‘European style’. Following my Army tenure, I returned to UWSP and 

received a B.S. in Water Science in 1975.  Continuing my education, I went to Cookeville, TN, attending 

Tennessee Technological University and received an M.S. in Aquatic Biology in 1977.  There I met and 

married my wife Cas.  Upon graduation, I took a job with the Missouri Department of Conservation,  

(MDC) and we moved to Columbia, MO and lived there for 27 years. Some positions I held while at MDC 

included; Water Quality Research Biologist, Volunteer Water Quality Monitoring Coordinator, and Water-

shed Biologist. While a Coordinator, I took a lead role in initiating a very successful statewide Volunteer 

Water Quality Monitoring  Program.  Upon retirement, in 2004, Cas and I moved to Alaska. I split my time 

between working for a not-for-profit agency, the Kenai Watershed Forum, as their Water Quality Coordi-

nator and renovating our home.  We moved to Hendersonville in 2012.  My time here is split between 

remodeling our home and enjoying the great outdoors in WNC. 

 I began fishing in early grade school years with a cane pole and worms.  That lead to saving my 

coins and purchasing a spin cast outfit.  I have fond memories of biking to  local streams with friends and 

casting daredevils for pike.  An 18 incher was a real trophy in those days. By high school years, I pur-

chased my first fly rod.  Most of my fly fishing efforts were focused on pan fish. I occasionally visited local 

trout streams wherever I lived, but started fly-fishing in earnest when we moved to Alaska.  We lived 2 

miles from the Kenai River, a world-class salmon fishing venue, so I had easy access to some awesome 

fishing. 

 Through my life, my personal philosophy has been to leave things in better condition than I 

found them.  I apply this philosophy to almost anything I do, whether it be hiking, fishing, the remodeling 

the house I inhabit, or working in the watershed in which I am living. 
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Home  

Vice President  
PROFILE 

Lou 

Dondero 

Fly Recovery Results 

Chris Ellis 

While complaining to Clive Morris about missing fish and 

losing my fly after a vicious strike high up in a tree he ad-

vised to carry a length of cord, and to tie on a small flat 

rock and toss it over the offending branch.  He said he 

retrieved 30 flies one time on the Davidson River this 

way.  So I packed some cord and found a chance to try 

this out when overreaching a cast.  I waded across the 

slack water across from the lower parking lot at the Pis-

gah Wildlife Education Center, and pulled down a 

branch.  I harvested 33 flies not including the two I added 

to the branch.  It occurred to me that this was an unbi-

ased sampling of flies commonly used at this location 

and it might be interesting to see what anglers are using.    

The following are my results: 

 

7 small dry flies (1/3 Grif-

fiths Gnats)   22% 

13 midge flies (50% bead 

heads)         41% 

3 soft hackle                                     

9% 

1 hairs ear nymph                                    

3% 

3 worm flies                                              9% 

1 Green Whopper                                    3% 

1 Caddis attractor                                    3% 

2 pellet flies                                              6% 

1 bait hook                                               1% 

2 indicators  (13% use indicators) 

5 dropper flies (25% use droppers) 

Is sometimes the one you found…. 
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Welcome New Members 

 

 

 

 

 

Reference Phone Numbers 

NC Wildlife Violations     800-662-7137  

Fish Biologist - Lorie Stroup   828-877-3265 ext 219 

Water discharges on the Green River              800-829-5253 

http://www.boatingbeta.com/runs/flows/green 

Water discharges on the Nantahala River & Tuckaseegee River  

 866-332-5253                                                                              

Mentor’s List 

Chapter Members listed below are 

available to accompany one or two 

members who would like to learn 

more about fly fishing in our 

streams. If you are just beginning 

to fly fish, here’s an opportunity to 

get help from some knowledgeable 

Bob Daubert                     693-6262 

Steve Fromholtz               674-2450  * 

Dave Maxwell                   894-0308 

Steve Herring                   749-9352 

Dale Klug                          243-6783 

Legend:   * weekends only   

Snags & Snarls is published twelve times a year by the Pisgah 
Chapter of Trout Unlimited, a non - profit organization for its 
members and supporters. 

Address comments to: 

Snags & Snarls 

PO Box 841 

Hendersonville NC 28793-0841  

E-Mail markb@byingtonla.net 

The Pisgah Chapter web site is 

http://www.pisgahchaptertu.org 

Home  

2014 March April May 

Little River tbd   

Green River    

North Mills    

East Fork French 

Broad 
   

Click Below: For the Complete Delayed Harvest Stocking of All NC Streams 

http://www.ncwildlife.org/Portals/0/Fishing/documents/TROUT_MAP.PDF  

http://www.boatingbeta.com/runs/flows/green
http://www.ncwildlife.org/Portals/0/Fishing/documents/TROUT_MAP.PDF
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Pisgah Chapter Leaders Directory 

January 2014 

  President 

   Chris Ellis  

chris.ellis_pctu@yahoo.com 

  

Director  

Jim Czarnezki 

czarnezki@netscape.net 

      Vice-President  

Lou Dondero 

ldondero@yahoo.com 

 Director  

Alan Frank 

hiker199@gmail.com 

 Secretary 

Clive Morris 

clivemorris@gmail.com 

 
    

Director  

Dick Schaad 

schaad@ymail.com 

 Treasurer 

Skip Sheldon  

828-891-3264 

shelhalla@bellsouth.net 

 Director  

Dave Bender 

trout1944@gmail.com 

 Past President 

Mark Byington 

markb@byingtonla.net 

 
 

Director-Communications 

Linda Byington 

Linda@byingtonla.net 

  
Director 

 
Ed Hagerott 

 
Edhagerott@yahoo.com 

 Director  

Frank Cocciolillo 

tjcu@att.net 

   Editor—Snags & Snarls 

 


