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Pisgah Chapter TROUT UNLIMITED  November, 2013   
Serving Henderson, Transylvania, and Polk Counties in Western North Carolina 

November was a rough month for the Pisgah Chapter as we lost 

three of our long-time members: Jim Hoskinson, Jim Dore and Bob 

Wolfe.   To honor these members, please send pictures and remem-

brances and we will publish them in our January 2014 issue of Snags 

& Snarls. 

This is Jim Hoskinson’s last Newsletter.  I got an opportunity to talk 

with Jim over the phone from his hospital bed.  Jim said the Newslet-

ter was almost complete.  I assured him there was no hurry and he 

could finish it when he got better.  Unfortunately, Jim did not recover, 

and we lost a great friend and Editor who spent most of his free time 

for the last seven years composing and refining the Chapter’s news-

letters.   Mark Byington, our Past President, has volunteered to take 

over the Newsletter editing and publishing on an interim basis.   We 

both agreed that we would keep the finished part of the Newsletter as 

Jim had left it. 

Jim attended our 2013 annual picnic where we honored a number of our major contributors to the Chapter.  

The weather was fine, although we had some short periods of misty rain. But we all enjoyed the expertly 

grilled hotdogs and hamburgers that Dick Schaad served up.  Although we missed Sogi Soder’s pecan pies 

this year, the deserts were excellent.  Traditionally, we use this as an opportunity to socialize, eat some 

great food, and to recognize folks who are major contributors to our Chapter.  For the last two years we 

have met in October at Sycamore Flats in a shelter on the Davidson River.  We recognize that many mem-

bers have volunteered for years to do the fun and hard jobs that keep our Chapter strong.  Each year we 

hope to recognize some of these. 

President’s Message 
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 Mark Byington printed the certificates of recognition, while Davidson River Outfitters (DRO) put together fly boxes, 

donating half of the flies and contributing gift certificates.  We awarded Skip Sheldon and Stu Cohn the “Distinguished Ser-

vice Award” for over 20 years of major contributions to the Chapter.  The award included the fly box with flies and the DRO 

gift certificates.  David Pierce received recognition for “Volunteer of the Year” for his almost single -handed support of up to 

eight local Trout in the Class Room programs.  Dave also received a box of flies and gift certificate.  John Kies, Joe Moore, 

and Charlie Dotson were recognized for completing their service as Directors.  Kiki Mathews was recognized for serving 

the board as Past President.   Each received a recognition award and a coupon redeemable for tickets at our fly raffle. 

 

 

DRO Fly Box and flies 

 During the October meeting I presented Mark Byington a multi-rod caring case for recognition of his great service 

as President for the 2012-2013 tenure.  Mark and his wife Linda, also a Past President, have contributed so much to the 

success of our Chapter and are appreciated for their many contributions.  I want also to express my relief that Mark will 

work to get Snags and Snarls out until we find our next Newsletter Editor and Publisher.  This is a very important job as it is 

the glue that keeps our entire membership together.  Please help me feed articles, project status, pictures, and fishing sto-

ries to Mark to help keep our Newsletter robust. 

I want to encourage all of you to consider attending the South East Regional Meeting scheduled for March 29 in Dillard 

Georgia.   For more details, please see the letter from Beverly Smith below. 

In the January issue, we will cover the excellent program by the Pisgah Wildlife Education Center, The November Stocking 

of the Green and Little Rivers, in addition to our memorials.  It is hard to get to the river with all the Holiday preparations, 

but I made it to the Green River 3 weeks ago and had a great day.  I caught 21 fish and I landed two 17 inch brood fish.   I 

also had a good report from Chas Glatzer of a great day on the East Fork.  With that, I wish that all of you have a great time 

with your families, eat too much, and come back ready to launch the New Year with Squeak Smith for our January Meeting. 

Yours Truly, 

Chris Ellis 

President’s Message continued... 
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Dear Southeastern TU Chapter Presidents, Council Chairs and NLC reps, 
  
Please save the date for the 2014 TU Southeast Regional Meeting to be held on March  29 in Dillard, Georgia.   
  
Who should attend? Anyone committed to building effective TU chapters and councils. 
  
What will you learn? Opportunities abound to develop your governance skills and practices, discover solutions to your leadership 

challenges, and increase your understanding of the key trends and coldwater conservation issues impacting that particular region. TU 
regional meetings are occasions to be inspired – by the work of TU staff, lessons from leaders and conversations with newfound 

friends.  
  
Registration and Cost? The total cost is $75 and includes: 
Participation in all seminars and workshops on Saturday 
Breakfast and lunch on Saturday 
Barbecue dinner Saturday night  
  
Register Now! 
  
Schedule: 
  
Saturday, March 29– Workshops and Seminars  
The Southeast Regional Meeting is designed to provide TU volunteer leaders with valuable tools and skills you can bring home to help 

improve the effectiveness of councils and chapters. Saturday’s full-day session will include group discussions, concentrated workshops 

and opportunities for council and chapter leaders to share successes and discuss common challenges. A detailed agenda will be provid-
ed soon. 
  
Saturday, March 29 – Barbecue 
Following the full day of meetings, we will gather on the grounds of the Dillard House for a casual, outdoor barbecue. 
  
Sunday, March 30 – Optional Fishing Day 
Details will be provided soon. 
  
Lodging/ Travel Details: Accommodations for the Southeast Regional Meeting are provided by the Dillard House, nestled on a plateau 

in the picturesque Little Tennessee River Valley of North Georgia.  
Rates: $109/ night  
Reservations: (706) 746–5348 or (800) 541–0671 and ask for the Trout Unlimited Southeast Regional Meeting room block. 
  
I encourage those of you that are interested in helping us form this year’s agenda to take the following survey >> [https://

www.surveymonkey.com/s/8MFN8RW.] The results of the survey will inform the planning committee as we fine tune two days of top-

ics crafted just for you.  
  
See you in Georgia this spring. 
  
Best, 
  
Beverly 
  
  
Beverly Smith  | Director of Volunteer Operations 

TU Southeast Regional Meeting 

http://www.tu.org/get-involved/national-events/se-regional-meeting-2014
http://www.dillardhouse.com/
https://gifts.tumembership.org/events/se-regional-meeting-2014
http://www.dillardhouse.com/
http://www.dillardhouse.com/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/8MFN8RW
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October Chapter Meeting VisitorsOctober Chapter Meeting VisitorsOctober Chapter Meeting Visitors   

Del Marr Lisa Alston 

New President Chris Ellis 

takes the reins 

Out-going President Mark Byington is 

unexpectedly presented a gift from the 

Chapter by Chris Ellis 

October Chapter Meeting October Chapter Meeting October Chapter Meeting    

The October Chapter meeting included the annual elections at which 

the following slate of  Executive Officers and Directors were elected; 

Chris Ellis (president),  Lou Dondero (vice president), Skip Sheldon 

(treasurer), Clive Morris (secretary), Dave Bender (director), Frank 

Cocciolillo (director), Jim Czarnezki (director), Alan Frank (director),  

and Dick Schaad (director). Thanks to all for stepping up to help. 
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Pisgah Chapter Trout Unlimited 2013 Picnic 

October 19, 2013—Sycamore Flats 

David, Chris 

John Kies 

Skip, Chris 

Mark, Clive, Dick 
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Clive, with Chef Dick 

 

Clive, Skip, Lou. 

Digging In 

Eyeing Dessert 

<George Chapman, Catherine Wilson. 

Jim, Cas, Joan 

   Jim,         Skip,                     Bob, Chris. 

Madeline, Phyllis 

Pisgah Chapter Trout Unlimited 2013 Picnic 

October 19, 2013—Sycamore Flats 
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John Barsotti demon-

strates the correct proce-

dure  for holding a fish 

for picture taking. 

 

Green River Delayed Harvest Stocking of 10-3-2013  

 

T here are no action pics since everyone was pretty busy carrying buckets to the river. 

Unfortunately, our friends at Duke Energy are releasing water from the hydro plant, usually for 24 hrs 

a day, which makes it almost impossible to fish...Very frustrating. 

John Johnson 
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Home  

Jim Hoskinson 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Moe_Szyslak.png
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Little River Stocking 
                                         October 1, 2013 

 

T 
he first fall stocking of the Little River in the DuPont State Recreational Forest took place on a beauti-
ful and cool morning. The leaves in the forest where just beginning to turn into their fall colors.  We 
were back at our normal assembly point in the Hooker Falls parking area.  Our stocking points had to 

be slightly modified due the new 120 foot long and 10 foot wide pedestrian bridge at the Horse Forge off of 
the Hooker Falls trail. The pedestrian bridge provides access to the Triple Falls trail without having to off- 
load the hatchery truck alongside of the Staton Road, and eliminates the road hazard of speeding vehicles.  
The new connecting trail to Triple Falls crosses under the Staton Road bridge and continues up to the falls.  
The pedestrian bridge is also able to be used by the forest service’s all-terrain vehicles to transport acci-
dent victims directly to awaiting emergency service vehicles in the Hooker Falls parking area.  The bridge, 
thankfully, is also used to greatly reduce our Little River volunteers’ labor and danger in transporting the 
buckets of fish during each stocking event by eliminating the traffic hazards along Staton Road.  Many 
thanks to go to the NC Department of Transportation for funding the approximate $600,000 for the con-

struction of the pedestrian bridge and enlarging the Hooker Falls parking area. 

 

We had a wonderful turnout of 12 TU volunteers for the stocking and everyone enjoyed the beauty of the 
forest. The following individuals were present for the stocking:  Eric Folk, DuPont State Recreational Forest 
Ranger; Greg Ditzler, Setzer Fish Hatchery; and our chapter members John Kocinski, Irv Lanquist, Bill 
Wearmouth, Tim Schubmehl, E.J. Oleksiak, Clive Morris, Ross Fox, Ed Stumpff, Joe Lindell, Joe Moore, 

Tony Brooks, and Jack Soyak. 

Home  
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The Hatchery delivered their normal 785 fish with an average weight of 0.39 pounds.  Brooks made up 
40% of the total, 20% were Browns and 40% were Rainbows. The fish immediately took to their new home 

and quickly disappeared into the deeper cooler pools at a temperature of 55.4 F. 

 

New volunteers are always welcome. We need about 8 volunteers to make each stocking a fun and enjoy-
able event.  Please consider volunteering by contacting Jack Soyak at jsoyak@morrisbb.net or by tele-
phone at 692-5007.  We meet at 9:30 a.m. at the Hooker Falls parking area in the DuPont State Recrea-
tional Forest.  E-mails are sent out to volunteers approximately 2 weeks prior to each stocking event asking 

who is available to participate. 

The new Supervisor for the DuPont 
State Recreational Forest is Mr. Ja-
son Guidry who assumed the posi-
tion on August 19th from David Brown 
who retired after serving 11 years as 
the forest supervisor. Jason Guidry is 
a native of Clay County and earned a 
BS degree in Biology from University 
of North Carolina, Chapel Hill and a 
master’s degree in Forestry from 
North Carolina State University. He, 
his wife and two small children have 
moved into their new “existing” home 
off of Conservation Road within the 
forest.  His wife has worked as a for-
est ranger within the North Carolina 
State Park system at Eno River near 
Raleigh, North Carolina. DuPont 
State Recreational Forest hosted 

385,000 visitors last year and is one of Western North 

Carolina’s biggest tourist attractions. 

 

It should be noted that the President of the Pisgah Chap-
ter of Trout Unlimited met with Eric Folk, DuPont Forest 
Ranger, to discuss the establishment of conservation pro-
jects within the forest.  This will be a great opportunity to 
expand our service in preserving the water quality of the 

Little River. 

 

 

 

 

I would like to thank DuPont State Recreational Forest for provid-
ing the means to transport the fish along the river trails and a for-
est ranger for driving the vehicle.  It would be a near-impossible 
task to carry the buckets of fish to the remote stocking points 

without their all-terrain vehicles. 

 

Jack Soyak Home  

mailto:jsoyak@morrisbb.net
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Little River Stocking 



 

SNAGS & SNARLS                                                                                    November,  2013                                                                                                        Page  12 

Joey’s Inchworm 

Joey Eggs 

Kevin’s Trip 

Savers 

Flies By Joey 

Best For DH  

Waters 

Bobesh—April FOM 

Bill’s Beetle 

October FOM 

Official San 

Ron Worms 

Tied by 

Ron Gaddy 

UV Cured Caddis  

February FOM 

Beadhead, Flash 

Back—Prince 

Nymphs tied by 

Gordon Riedesel 

Dave’s Hopper 

(No Not That Dave) 

This Dave 

Jim had obviously intended to elaborate on this fly box array of his…… 

mb 

FLY OF THE MONTHFLY OF THE MONTH  
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Every year PCTU plays a part in the NC Big Sweep in Polk County on the Green River. NC Big Sweep 
is an annual state-wide effort to clean up our waterways, and clean streams and rivers are part of the 

mission of Trout Unlimited.  

This year 25 folks braved freezing temperatures in order to clean up the Green River Cove. Twenty 
three bags of recyclable materials and another dozen bags of trash, along with various unbaggable 

items were swept from the river banks, access points and roadsides flanking the Green River.  

Many thanks to everyone who helped! Representatives of the Pisgah Chapter of Trout Unlimited includ-
ed Lisa Alston, Carole Deddy, Alan Frank, Harry Hunkele, Harry Luellen, Norris McDowell, and Linda 
and Mark Byington.  The effort was bolstered greatly by the Polk County High School ‘Green Team”, 

and other local citizens, as well as a much-appreciated trailer loaned by Green River Adventures. 

As an added bonus this year, PCTU member Jamie Davidson held a yummy chili cookout immediately 

following the clean-up at her place on Lake Adger. Many thanks to Jamie!  

PCTU Supports NC Big Sweep 2013  

October 26, 2013—Green River 
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Al Rogers 

L et me start by saying that Al was a great friend and even a better person. There isn't a fly box within 80 
miles of Brevard that hasn't at one time or another had Al's flies in it.  I came to know Al in the early 

1980's when I was introduced to the Pisgah Chapter of Trout Unlimited .  Back then Jim Heller, Sogi, Bill, 
Barry, Johnny, Steve, and Layton were running the chapter.  Al was giving a fly box of full of flies at every 
meeting to be raffled off.  I would run into him at the Marathon Station, usually on Saturday or Sunday after-

noon, checking how many and what kind of flies he had to re-stock.  We would talk 
about flies and fly fishing.  One of my favorite patterns that Al tied was called "My 
Pet", a nymph tied on a 2XL hook that looked like a drab Tellico nymph but was 
palmered the length of the body with turkey or goose feathers folded over the top. 
Boy, did it catch fish! - All over!  We would talk about tweaking a pattern, adding 
something or changing colors, or tying it larger or smaller. One of usually gave it a 

try.  Sometimes we were successful and sometimes we weren’t—but that’s fly tying!  

Years ago when Jaclyn, my oldest daughter” was around 5 years old, we stopped at 
the Marathon Station to get drinks and snacks for a day of fishing on the Davidson.  
She always took a look at Mr. Rogers’s flies while I got the drinks and snacks.  On 

this day I was getting ready to pay when she came up to me and said “Dad, can I have $20?” I replied “What 
for?’ “Some of Mr. Rogers’s flies” was the reply. I told her “I had a few of every fly in that case.” “Not these 
Dad” she said.  So we walked over and looked inside.  There was 3 new Prince Nymph patterns in yellow, 
purple and metallic peacock with biots for tails for some and rubber legs on others.  So, after some debate 
Jaclyn (a.k.a. Jay) was allowed to buy 6 of the new “Electric Prince Nymphs” 2 yellow, 2 purple, and 2 in the 

peacock color—sizes 12 and 14.  Off we went to the Davidson to do some fishing! 

We started at the campground bridge, and fished upstream to the campground “swimming hole.”  They must 
have stocked the day before, Jaclyn caught the Hell out of the fish.  We then headed up to the hatchery and 
she caught over a dozen below the parking lot. I quit fishing—had more fun watching her catch fish.  We 
went home at supper time and she wanted to go to the North Mills on Sunday morning with what “Electric 
Princes” she had left.  Three were torn up pretty bad and Sunday she lost one in the rocks and tore up the 
other two on DH fish, including huge rainbows and one Hell of a brookie.  As usual Dad didn’t bring a cam-

era.   

The monthly meeting was Thursday night—it’s the only time I didn’t have to get on Jay to do her homework.  
She wanted to see Al and tell him about his flies.  We arrived early and soon Al arrived as we were setting 
up chairs.   Jaclyn told Al about Saturday on the Davidson and Sunday on the N. Mills, Al had a big grin on 
his face.  Next Al told me that he and “Sissy” were going to his van.  When they returned I don’t know which 
was grinning the most.  At the break I asked Al—he just grinned and said “its our secret.”  When we got 
home Jay went to her fly pack .  I put the sneak on her—there were 3 cups of Al’s flies—”Electric Princes” in 
yellow, purple, and peacock.  Sizes 8 to 16.  When asked if she offered to pay for the flies she said Mr. Rog-

ers said No, No. 

The following Saturday I ran into Al at the Marathon Station.  I told him “You Rascal, 
you didn’t have to give Jay those flies.”  Al just grinned.  “As long as it keeps your 

daughter fishing, or any kid for that matter, I’d give them away instead of selling them.”    

At the next meeting Jay loaded those 3 cups up with my flies and snuck them into Al’s 

van.  Al laughed when he found them and said “Sissy, see you on the river.”   

Al, when I’m on the river I’ll often think of you as a fellow fisher and tier. 

God be with you. 

Willie Joe Moore Jr. 

Al 

Joe 
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R ecently I had the opportunity to go fishing on one of the finer trout streams in the southern Appala-

chians with Joe Moore who is on the Board of Directors of the Pisgah TU chapter but is better 

known for his 50+ year knowledge of the river and its browns, rainbows, and brookies. It seems we all 

know someone like Joe whose angling experience and expertise dwell a quantum leap or two above and 

beyond our own. Our October speaker, Angus Boezeman, is one of those. And there are others we run 

into during our fly fishing trials and adventures. 

In spite of our own limitations, when we share the love of fly fishing, it doesn’t matter if you are the skunk 

or the skunkee. The Joe’s and the Angus’s of the world will always be there, and so will you and I at what-

ever level we find ourselves on a given day. This reminds me of my years of long-distance running when 

you, a mere mortal, could run in the same race as the wing-footed gods and goddesses who would be 

crossing the marathon’s finish line two hours or more ahead of you. I’ve been in marathons where true 

Olympians blazed the trail well ahead of you. Even if they appear and disappear like photons in a high en-

ergy collider, you too are part of the race. 

I was touched by Joe’s generosity that day on the river when he gave me a handful of inch-worm flies he 

made just for this river in this season. I’ve been given flies by other anglers – none more memorable than 

the size 26 baetis nymph that a Connecticut fly fishing couple gave me when I first started fly fishing. I 

found it incredulous that such a tiny piece of brown thread wrapped on an equally tiny hook could ever 

catch a trout. But it did the next day.  

I learned to tie flies as an adult and like most tyers, have enough inventory for about a century’s worth of 

fishing. I share my flies with other anglers too – motivated in part by the generosity I’ve experienced from 

others. Joe also handed out another bounteous handful of his inch worms to four young men who had 

been fishing upstream from us that morning. 

The sharing spirit that repeats itself in the fly fishing world is a fine tradition. It may even include advice on 

where to fish, how to fish there, and when to wet your line. Many elite athletes share their insights be-

cause they love their sport. And many top-drawer fly anglers will too. It seems best to learn from fishing or 

hunting preserves for the very wealthy that by exclusion, the sport withers. I need to tie some more flies 

and be ready to pass them out. Maybe not as abundantly as goodies at Mardi 

Gras, but in the hope that young and beginning anglers will carry forward 

what many of us have experienced as we run the race with Olympians. 

 

 Basil W. Woods, Jr. Chapter Trout Unlimited 
 

This article below appeared in the October 2013 newsletter of the Basil W. Woods Chapter of Trout Un-

limited located in Concord New Hampshire.      jh 

Editor’s Soapbox 

Gordon Riedesel 
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Reference Phone Numbers 

NC Wildlife Violations     800-662-7137  

Fish Biologist - Lorie Stroup   828-877-3265 ext 219 

Water discharges on the Green River              800-829-5253 

http://www.boatingbeta.com/runs/flows/green 

Water discharges on the Nantahala River & Tuckasegee River  

 866-332-5253                                                                              

Mentor’s List 

Chapter Members listed below are 

available to accompany one or two 

members who would like to learn 

more about fly fishing in our 

streams. If you are just beginning 

to fly fish, here’s an opportunity to 

get help from some knowledgeable 

Bob Daubert                    693-6262 

Steve Fromholtz                674-2450  * 

Dave Maxwell                   894-0308 

Steve Herring                   749-9352 

Dale Klug                         243-6783 

Legend:   * weekends only   

Snags & Snarls is published twelve times a year by the Pisgah 
Chapter of Trout Unlimited, a non - profit organization for its mem-
bers and supporters. 

Address comments to: 

Snags & Snarls 

PO Box 841 

Hendersonville NC 28793-0841  

E-Mail markb@byingtonla.net 

The Pisgah Chapter web site is 

http://www.pisgahchaptertu.org 

 

TROUT 

           UNLIMITED 

Home  

2014  

Little River  

Green River  

North Mills  

East Fork French 

Broad 
 

Click Below: For the Complete Delayed Harvest Stocking of All NC Streams 

http://www.ncwildlife.org/Portals/0/Fishing/documents/TROUT_MAP.PDF  

http://www.boatingbeta.com/runs/flows/green
mailto:markb@byingtonla.net
http://www.ncwildlife.org/Portals/0/Fishing/documents/TROUT_MAP.PDF
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Pisgah Chapter Directory 

October 2013 

828 891 5175 

  President 

   Chris Ellis  

chris.ellis_pctu@yahoo.com 

 

 

  
Director  

Jim Czarnezki 

czarnezki@netscape.net 

 Vice President. 

Lou Dondero 

ldondero@yahoo.com 

 Director  

Alan Frank 

hiker199@gmail.com 

 Secretary 

Clive Morris 

clivemorris@gmail.com 

  
Director  

Dick Shaad 

schaad@ymail.com 

 Treasurer 

Skip Sheldon  

828-891-3264 

shelhalla@bellsouth.net 

 Director  

Dave Bender 

trout1944@gmail.com 

 Past President..   

Mark Byington 

markb@byingtonla.net 

 Director-Communications 

Linda Byington 

Linda@byingtonla.net 

  
Director 

 
Ed Hagerott 

 
Edhagerott@yahoo.com 

 Director  

Frank Cocciolillo.   

tjcu@att.net 

       Editor -Snags & Snarls  

           Jim Hoskinson       

     

mailto:chris.ellis_pctu@yahoo.com

