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TROUT 

 

UNLIMITED 

 

Never have I seen as rainy a year as this. It is hard not to complain about the 

deluge. It dampens the spirit, as summer time plans get washed away, gardens 

rot in the ground, and fishing becomes an extreme sport. Rain ain’t bad when it 

lightly obscures the water surface when presenting a dry fly. It is a nuisance 

when it turns the water off in color and drowns your fly. It is downright danger-

ous when accompanied by lightning bolts and in such volumes as to create roil-

ing torrents of a stream or river. Normally during this time of year, we suggest 

taking the pressure off trout suffering from warmer and diminished waters, by 

taking on smallmouth bass. However, bronzeback flyfishing is best with low clear water. If you 

haven’t noticed, every stream and river in these parts are pretty much chocolate syrup these days, 

and I can’t imagine how the fish can even breathe with all the sediment in the water.  Oh well, it re-

ally could be worse as we remember the droughts of years past. No water, is very bad for fishing! 

So it is best to think ahead to days of sun sure to come. This will be the mindset at the upcoming 

chapter meeting on August 8
th
 as we will hold the second PCTU Stream Blitz! This event is geared 

for those folks who are eager to fish the streams in our area but uncertain about whether a given 

stream is worth the time.   



 

SNAGS & SNARLS                                                                                      August, 2013                                                                                                        Page  2  

Here's how the Blitz works.  Using a powerpoint presentation on the screen, a featured watershed 

will be covered, with general facts and location first, then the Blitz is on!  Seasoned members will be 

recognized to give in 30 seconds or less their take on the stream. If they talk too long they will get 

‘The Gong’. Each stream will have a five minute overall limit and we will cover at least 12 major 

streams! 

Last August we covered The French Broad River basin from its headwaters to Asheville. 

This Blitz will cover the major systems draining into the French Broad from Asheville to its conflu-

ence with the Pigeon River including; The Middle Prong of the West Fork of the Pigeon , the West 

Fork of the Pigeon, the Little East Fork of the Pigeon, Yellowstone and Dark Prongs, The East Fork 

of the Pigeon, Cataloochee Creek and its tributaries, Big/Shelton Laurel, and Spring Creek. We will 

also include the Nolichucky drainage including the North Toe River, the South Toe and its tributar-

ies. 

While this is designed to provide insight for those new to our area or new to fishing, I strongly en-

courage the seasoned vets of the chapter to come out and help by sharing some of your local 

stream experience.   

Finally, be sure to perform your favorite sun dance! 

 

Mark Byington 

Chapter Events 

July 30, 2013 – 6:30 pm - PCTU Board of Directors Meeting – Kelseys Restaurant, Hendersonville 

August 8, 2013 – 6:45 – 9:00 pm - PCTU Chapter Meeting – Stream Blitz! 

August 10th – 10-2 pm - NCTU Annual Meeting – Mills River Restaurant 

September  3, 2013 - 6:30 pm - PCTU Board of Directors Meeting – Kelseys Restaurant, Hendersonville 

September 12, 2013 - 6:45 – 9:00 pm - PCTU Chapter Meeting – Bill Oyster Bamboo Rod Builder – Annual Elections 

September 28, 2013 – 10-3 pm  - National Hunting and Fishing Day – Pisgah Center for Wildlife Ed. 
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Allan Frank won the Box of Flies 

The speaker for the July PCTU Meeting was Darren 

Moore, Manager of the Biltmore Fly Fishing School, the 

Sporting Clays School, and Land Rover Off Road Driv-

ing School. 

Steve Herring won the raffle for the  

Segway school 

Skip Sheldon won the Sporting Clays 

Pisgah Chapter Trout Unlimited 
Chapter Meeting July 11, 2013 
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Home  

Old Member Jack Hastings,  

Past President PCTU—1985 

N ew Member George 'Chappie' Chapman, is a famous fly tier now living in Brevard.  

“Chappie” is a retired Navy commander who over the past four decades or so, tied fly pat-

terns that have been published in numerous books including one by Lefty Kreh.  His Big Eye Bub-

bler (shown below) became perhaps, his most famous fly.  Kreh told Chapman he tied flies with the 

biggest eyes Kreh had ever seen.  

Catherine Wilson            George “Chappie” Chapman 

New Member Jim Vacchiano 
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I  read in the Asheville Citizen-Times that the bridge in the DuPont Forest had 
been completed, and from their interviews—people liked it.  But now to get the 

real story of the new bridge you have to read Snags & Snarls!  Jack Soyak, 
PCTU’s Little River Stocking Coordinator has the full story on page 9.    
 
This month’s cover photo was taken in mid July of the Davidson River from the 
hatchery bridge looking downstream.   This high water condition was a problem for 

most of the month making fishing quite difficult throughout the area.  
 
On the last page of this month’s newsletter is an index of the of issues so far this 
year.  Hopefully, this information will save time when you’re looking for a favorite 
article. 
 

Home  

From the Editor 
Jim Hoskinson 

S pirit River continues to lead the way in UV2 technology. They are using a double dye process to give all of their 
unique UV2 materials and flies the added UVF/UVR ultraviolet wave lengths. As with all UV2 dubbings, these have 

a mix of primary colors that have been enhanced with UV Florescence and UV Reflectence dyes. They then blend these 
in with other fibers to achieve the over all base color while still giving it all the multi color property's of UV2. Each dub-
bing will kick out a host of color spectrums. Check them out in direct sunlight. 
Enjoy catching more fish than your partner.  https://www.spiritriver.com/ 

I purchased some of this new dubbing and proceeded to tie 2 rather drab olive and black UV2 cad-
dis nymphs.  (I won’t bother giving you the instructions since both ended up in the waste basket). 

https://www.spiritriver.com/
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I used a UV light  to view my recently tied UV2 Caddis 

Nymphs.  Are they kidding with this stuff??   Its barely vis-

ible.  I took my UV light to my fly box  and found many 

flies that fluoresced including the Puffer ball tentacles 

used in the San Ron Worms.  Oh, and that part about the 

sunlight—Not So Much. 

The opinions expressed 

are those of the writer  

and not Trout Unlimited 

or The Pisgah Chapter. 

Jim Hoskinson 

The Chenille at the top is “Micro Polar UV Chartreuse“ . 

The Orange Squirmy Wormie material is produced by 

Spirit River and is listed as FL. Orange.   

The two UV2 nymphs again show no effect of the UV 

light. 

Home  

Now, for the big ques-

tion—does any of this 

stuff work?   

As the Spirit River ad  

states—will you be 

catching more fish 

than your partner? 

Best on sunny days? 

Give the UV materials 

a try and report your 

results to Snags & 

Snarls .   

jimhosk@bellsouth.net  

mailto:jimhosk@bellsouth.net


 

SNAGS & SNARLS                                                                                      August, 2013                                                                                                        Page  7  

 

 

 

 

A pologize for the delay. 

 

In addition to the normal Adopt-A-Highway stretch that TU does along the 

Davidson, we have discussed doing a section from the bridge to the hatchery 

of approximately 1-1/2 miles. To the best of our knowledge this section has 

never been done. 

On Thursday, February 28th we had an impromptu road side cleanup. Despite being the end of 

February the weather was quite comfortable and cooperative!! In 1-1/2 miles we collected (9) 

very full bags and could have done more. Amongst the goodies were a picnic table top and 

pallet. In some places the banks are too steep to reach debris along the river, “could develop 

into a river cleanup”. All the volunteers agreed this was a long overdue section to address and 

we will most likely do another one in the fall. 

A total of (6) members participated; John Johnson, Clive Morris, John Rich, Skip Sheldon, 

Davis Pierce and Tim Schubmehl. 

As a side note; I mentioned to Lorie that the dumpster at Sycamore Flats has been locked the 

last few cleanups. She indicated this was necessary due to abuse with household trash and as-

sociated expenses. There is a dumpster at the maintenance building that we can use. 

On Thursday, May 30th we had our regular roadside cleanup, meeting at Sycamore Flats for 

coffee and scones provided by Bracken Mountain Bakery. 

Unfortunately we had more help with litter than we needed. Just prior to our arrival another 

volunteer group from Brevard had just finished what we would normally do. Nice to see the 

support but it left (8) of us; John Johnson, Steve Herring, John Rich, Bob Huey, Ed Stumpff, 

Dick Horner, Dick Wojick and myself. With nothing to do but stand around drinking coffee, 

eating scones and trading stories. Not the worst way to spend a morning!! 

I will be checking with the state to find out if there is a way to prevent this in the future. 

 

Thanks to all that participated! 

 

Tim Schubmehl 

Adopt-A-Highway Updates 

Home  
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Home  
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M any major improvements have occurred this year at the DuPont State Rec-

reational Forest.  For example; the grand opening of the pedestrian bridge 

over the Little River and the Aleen Steinberg Visitor Center occurred on July 1
st
.  

The new 120 foot long bridge is 10 foot wide and now provides a connection to 

the Triple Falls trail and High Falls without having to jump the guardrails and 

dodge traffic on Staton Road.  The new connecting trail goes under the Staton 

Road Bridge.  Staton road has a 45 mile per hour speed limit which is rarely ob-

served.  The new pedestrian bridge is located next to the expanded parking area at the Hooker Falls 

parking lot.  This is a very welcome event for our TU Pisgah Chapter volunteers who stock the Little 

River.  The Forest Service can now use their all-terrain-vehicles to cross the pedestrian bridge di-

rectly to the Hooker Falls parking area for the emergency transport of accident victims and provides 

a safe location for our TU volunteers to load and transport trout to the upper portions of the Little 

River.  The NC Board of Transportation approved the $600,000 for the pedestrian bridge and park-

ing area extension project in November, 2002.  It is amazing that the completed bridge was accom-

plished in just 8 months.  However, it was observed on the July 4
th
 weekend that the Hooker Falls 

parking area which now can accommodate approximately 160 vehicles was overflowing and vehi-

cles where again parked along both sides of Staton Road creating potential safety hazards.  

The Aleen Steinberg Visitor Center is also now open due to the NC Agriculture Secretary committing 

$277,000 from a TVA court settlement to complete the unfinished log building next to the High Falls 

Parking area.  The Friends of DuPont Forest and other donors provided $85,000 to construct the 

buildings porches and other improvements. The Visitor Center contains educational exhibits and the 

volunteer staff provides information about the forest, maps and directions.  The center is open from 

9:00 am to 5:00 pm every day during the summer.  

These improvements for DuPont are long overdue since it has operated on a shoestring budget 

since it opened over ten years ago.  A large number of volunteer organizations to include the TU 

Pisgah Chapter have made this possible and through the outstanding and dedicated services of Da-

vid Brown, Forest Supervisor, who is retiring on August 1
st
.  David Brown had the ability to stretch 

every dollar to its fullest use and instituted many improvements throughout those lean years.  The 

forest had 358,000 visitors last year and the number is growing each year.         Jack Soyak 

DuPont State Recreational Forest 

Home  
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Home  
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Sycamore Step Report   July 17, 2013 
 

 

T his spring we had a substantial amount of rain “go figure” that flooded Sycamore Flats. 

The new steps we installed last fall were covered with debris. The steps TU volunteers 

put in several years ago next to the Kiosk had all of the gravel fill washed out. 

Luckily? We have had several high water events since then that flushed the debris off the new 

steps saving us some labor. 

On Wednesday July 17th I drafted a handful of TU volunteers along with the help of Lorie 

Stroup to do some repairs to the washout. Pisgah USFS provided the gravel. TU provided the 

mesh and labor. 

In about three hours we had everything back in shape hopefully the mesh will prevent any fu-

ture washouts. 

While there a fly fisherman passed by and contributed $20.00 thanking TU for all the work we 

do along the Davidson. Contribution will be applied to the cost of the mesh. 

Thanks to the draftees for coming out on a sticky July morning: Ross Fox, Clive Morris, John 

Rich and Lorie Stroup. 

While there Ross Fox gave me a letter he had received from NC DOT thanking Pisgah Chap-

ter of TU for 15 years of Adopt-A Highway participation. 15 year stars were included that will 

be applied to our AAH signs. Thanks to all of you that have participated over the years. The 

letter pointed out that last year all 100 NC counties picked up over 3 million pounds of litter 

through the AAH program. 

 

Tim Schubmehl 

 

 

Home  
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Home  
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T ook Jake to the N. Mills this morning for a swim...His favorite 

past time. Anyway, we had a visitor        Dave Bender 

O kay, let’s say you’re getting a little bored with fly fishing, and you want try some-

thing a little more edgy.  How about grenade fishing? You’ll get more fish. 

Home  

http://www.gophoto.it/view.php?i=http://dragonlaffs.files.wordpress.com/2013/03/14.gif
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Where’d everybody go? 

Home  
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Nine Days of Fishing 

Mark Byington 

L inda and I joined a fine group of folks for a superbly hosted fishing trip to Montana. Hosted 

trips are put together by an outfitter and typically provide - for a set fee; lodging, all meals, a 

couple of guided trips (arranged with local guides) and hosted excursions. Hosted fishing means 

that you have an experienced host to give you tips and pointers on where and what to fish, as op-

posed to guided fishing, where you pay a guide to be by your side, rigging lines and instructing your 

fishing. Locally, both Davidson River Outfitters and Curtis Wright Outfitters offer excellent hosted 

trips to great fly fishing destinations. We joined Steve Herring and Dick Schadd from the chapter 

with several others on the July Curtis Wright Yellowstone trip. You have seen previous posts in 

Snags and Snarls about this trip, and can follow most of it on the CWO website, so I will keep this 

brief. We fished from the lodge in Gardner for 6 days, and fished from a room in Bozeman for 3 

more. 

Day One.  Lava Creek. Small. Deadfall .Lots of Brookies. 

Day Two.  Soda Butte Creek – above Pebble Creek. Wide open meadow. Milky and very little ac-

tion. Better downstream. 

Pebble Creek canyon – small. Narrow canyon. Great fun with cutthroats. 

Gardiner River – nice meadow below Boiling River. Linda nabs nice Brownie. 

Day Three.  Lower Slough Creek – Lamar Valley. Slow water. Wary fish. 

Lamar River – below bridge. Fast water. Wary fish. 

Day Four. Stream “X” (it’s a secret) – Lamar Valley. Sweeeet! 7-13” Cuts and Bows all day long. 

Day Five.  Float the Yellowstone from just upstream of Corwin Springs –thru Yankee Jim Canyon 

– to just downstream of Tom Miner bridge. Fly fishing on steroids! Many fish – many 

misses. Rapids. Lightning. Hail. Landslides. Adventure. 

Day Six.  Horseback to 2
nd

 Meadow of Slough Creek. Ouch. Open Meadows. Beautiful. Lots of 

little fish. 2 big’uns. (others were finding more size) 

Day Seven.  Sightseeing in YNP. (in my opinion, you can keep the middle and southwest portions 

of the park – nothing but belching sulfur and tourists. The Lamar Valley rocks.) 

Upper Gallatin in afternoon. Open meadow. Sleepy fish. 

Day Eight.  Lower Boulder River. Open. Through pastures. Slick rocks. Rainbows and Whitefish. 

 Upper Boulder River (in national forest). Nice! Good size Bows and Cuts. 

Day Nine. Hyalite Creek – below lake. Cold water. Hot fish – brooks and bows. 

 Upper Hyalite – Sweeeet! 6-13” Cuts, Bows and Brookies. Beautiful. 

Home  
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Home  

Pebble Creek 

Lava Creek Brookie 

Gardiner River 

Pebble Creek 

Cache Creek 
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Home  

Yellowstone  

River 

Riding In Yellowstone  

River 

Second  

Meadow 
Second  

Meadow 

Slough 

Old Hopeful 
Old Hopeful 
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Home  

Lower Boulder River 

Whitefish 

Upper Boulder River  

Upper Boulder River  

Upper Hyalite Creek 
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C oming in September Issue of Snags & Snarls. 

A visit to PCTU member Lou Dondaro’s Bamboo Rod Building Shop 
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Pisgah Chapter Trout Unlimited Directory  

President Mark Byington markb@byingtonla.net 

Vice President.  Chris Ellis  chris.ellis_pctu@yahoo.com 

Secretary Clive Morris clivemorris@gmail.com 

Treasurer Skip Sheldon shelhalla@bellsouth.net 

Past President..      Kiki Matthews kikimathews@bellsouth.net 

 Director   John Kies  johnkies@bellsouth.net 

 Director  Dave Pierce piercefordp@yahoo.com 

 Director  Charlie Dotson cdotson3271@yahoo.com     

 Director  Joe Moore no   e-mail 

Director Davidson River 

 Project Leader 
Tim Schubmehl  tschubmehl@hotmail.com 

 

Director –Conservation   
John Rich cosw@netzero.net 

Director-Communications Linda Byington linda.byington188@gmail.com 

 Director  Bob Huey dphuey@comporium.net 

 Director  Ed Hagerott edhagerott@yahoo.com 

Snags & Snarls Jim Hoskinson      jimhosk@bellsouth.net  

Reference Phone Numbers 

NC Wildlife Violations     800-662-7137  

Fish Biologist - Lorie Stroup   828-877-3265 ext 219 

Water discharges on the Green River              800-829-5253 

http://www.boatingbeta.com/runs/flows/green 

Water discharges on the Nantahala River & Tuckasegee River  

 866-332-5253                                                                              

Mentor’s List 

Chapter Members listed below are available to 

accompany one or two members who would like 

to learn more about fly fishing in our streams. If 

you are just beginning to fly fish, here’s an oppor-

tunity to get help from some knowledgeable an-

glers.         

Bob Daubert                    693-6262 

Steve Fromholtz                674-2450  * 

Dave Maxwell                   894-0308 

Steve Herring                   749-9352 

Dale Klug                         243-6783 

Legend:   * weekends only   

Snags & Snarls is published twelve times a year by the Pisgah 
Chapter of Trout Unlimited, a 
non - profit organization for its 
members and supporters. 

Address comments to: 

Snags & Snarls 

PO Box 841 

Hendersonville NC 28793-0841  

E-Mail jimhosk@bellsouth.net 

The Pisgah Chapter web site is 

http://www.pisgahchaptertu.org 

 

TROUT 

           UNLIMITED 

Home  

mailto:chris.ellis_pctu@yahoo.com
mailto:kikimatthews@bellsouth.net
mailto:johnkies@bellsouth.net
mailto:piercefordp@yahoo.com
mailto:cdotson3271@yahoo.com
http://www.boatingbeta.com/runs/flows/green
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