
 

SNAGS & SNARLS                                                                                      July 2013                                                                                                        Page  1  

 

 

 

Serving Henderson, Transylvania, and Polk counties in Western North Carolina 

 Pisgah Chapter   TROUT TROUT UNLIMITEDUNLIMITED    July, 2013   

President’s Message 

Inside This Issue 

PCTU June Meeting 

From The Editor 

Memorial Service For Dr. Wai Yun 

Syn 

Letters from Rivercourse Camp-

ers 

Arbuckle Award Recipient 

Caldwell Fork of the Cataloochee 

Fly of the Month San Ron Worm 

Directory 

Mentors 

Hope everyone is having a hale and hearty summer. In our corner of the world summer 

means memorable times of carefree recreation for many families, especially kids. I was 

reminded of that by spending a little more time at Rivercourse this past month on the 

West Fork Pigeon at Lake Logan.  What a great camp! Our Chapter has been one of the 

top supporters of this weeklong camp over the years in terms of not only financial assis-

tance, but also of volunteer time. Linda Byington spends a lot of time over the course of 

a year as Administrative Director, and for the week of camp, Bob Daubert, Mike Den-

nis, and Steve Herring instruct and chaperone 13-15 year olds. Chris Ellis and David 

Pierce joined the many ghillies who come in from far and wide for on-the-river one-on-one mentoring . For 

the past 3 years I have had the privilege of presenting on water quality and coldwater conservation. Due to 

scheduling, Linda and I spent the night so she could perform her duties at check-out the next day, so I was 

able to experience and help out with other camp activities. Great fun! This camp fulfills our TU education 

mission … “By interacting with youth, TU not only hopes to introduce young people to the conservation sci-

ence behind trout and salmon, but the joy of angling for wild fish in the waters where they belong.”  

It certainly is the hope with all of this volunteer effort, that a few of these young adults will one day be regular 

contributors to TU or other coldwater conservation efforts. We hope they develop the same passion many of 

us have for trout supporting environments. This has indeed played out with one of the past PCTU sponsored 

Rivercourse campers, Michael Bell, who not only later returned to help with camp, but has recently been 

awarded an Arbuckle Scholarship from the Community Foundation of Henderson County for his studies in  
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Marine Biology at UNC-Wilmington. This year PCTU sponsored four campers (see their thank you notes in 

this edition).  There is indeed hope for the future! 

While we spend a lot of effort looking to future leaders, this chapter is facing a leadership void in a few months. 

While the President’s position is in capable hands with Chris Ellis taking over, we need to have someone step 

in take his slot as Vice President. Due to term expirations and attrition, we need to have 5 members agree to 

serve as Directors come September. There are also voids in project specific needs such as conservation, and 

public relations. There are many folks serving this chapter who have been involved in working on projects or 

chapter leadership for well over a decade. Many have said they need to step away for a breather, and who can 

blame them! A look back at previous newsletters will reveal that just a few folks have carried the lion’s share of 

the efforts in this chapter. Reflecting on Wai Syn’s contributions is one example. We do great things at PCTU, 

and we have a stable membership number. But unless others step into contributing roles, our long enjoyed suc-

cesses may wane. I hope you folks have the passion and understanding to know when your contributions are 

needed, and can make the commitment to help out. Let me know if you would like more information on our 

needs.  The chapter’s future is now. 

Dragless Drifts 

Mark 

July Chapter Meeting – Thursday July 11
th

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

P lease join us at our next chapter gathering at Pardee Health Center in Blue Ridge Mall in Hendersonville. 

This month we will be hearing from Darren Moore, who works under Dale Klug, Director of Explore Biltmore 

Estate. Darren is the Manager of the Biltmore Fly Fishing School (Orvis Endorsed Fly Fishing Guide/

Instructor), the Sporting Clays School (National Sporting Clays Association Instructor), and the Land Rover 

Off Road Driving School (Level II Instructor). Prior to this, Darren served in the US Army Special Operations 

with the 75th Airborne Ranger Regiment, and with State/Federal law enforcement special operations as SWAT 

Team Leader, SCUBA Team Leader, Sniper Team Leader, and Bomb Squad Commander. He is a native of 

Western NC, and has been fly fishing for over 20 years and a TU member for 15 years. He has assisted our 

chapter before as an instructor at our Fly Fishing School, and as master burger-flipper at annual picnics. 

Darren will be presenting the offerings of an incredible but little known gem right in our backyards, that is the 

Biltmore Outdoor Adventure Center, located in Antler Hill Village and Winery on the Biltmore Estate. The 

Outdoor Adventure Center offers an array of activities including rafting, biking, kayaking, Segway, horseback 

riding, sporting clays, fly fishing, and off road driving.  
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Mark Byington presents new member Tom 

Kellner with flies he won in the raffle 

Joe Moore After 

Speaker Randy Ratliff 

Joe Moore Before 

PCTU Chapter Meeting 

June 13, 2013 

Home  
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Welcome New Members 

Alan Frank 

Neil Howard 

Dave Macroberts 

Jeff Mullins 

From the Editor 

Jim Hoskinson 

Neil Howard Rick Starkweather 

Welcome new member Alan Frank of 

Hendersonville and—Yes, we have an 

old member Alan Frank in Waynesville 

Tom Kellner 

New Members and Guests 

June 13, 2013 

Home  

T 
he cover photo is John Kies mentoring a young man on the Davidson River. 

Sure enough, as soon as I said that our 8 Trout in the Classroom programs were 

the largest I knew about I came across an article in TroutLine the newsletter of the 

Northern Virginia TU chapter which stated that NVATU is supporting 15 schools!  

Oh well, 8 is still a good number. 

Thanks to Norris McDowell for photos of the June Meeting. 
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Memorial Service For Dr. Wai Yun Syn 

June 29, 2013 
 

A  memorial service, including scattering of ashes, was held for Dr. Wai Yun Syn on the 

Green River.  The Pisgah Chapter rose to this occasion with fourteen (14) members in attend-

ance, and providing assistance. 

 

Wai Syn embodied the essence of a TU angler and conservationist.  He was active in all of the 

Chapter projects, but was particularly fond of activities involving children such as Kids' Fish-

ing Days and Rivercourse.  He participated in Delayed Harvest stockings, road cleanups, and 

Davidson River Project work days.  Wai came to fly fishing late in life, starting out by attend-

ing the PCTU Fly Fishing School.  A few years after “graduation” Wai was actively involved 

in the school as an instructor for the Line Systems Management class.  As his eyesight was 

failing Wai was quick to point out the merits of tying by feel as much as by vision.   

 

The memorial for Wai Yun Syn was held on private property on the Green River, a location 

which was his favorite spot to fish.  Many stories about Wai were told by family  and mem-

bers of PCTU.  Don Sain, a PCTU member who resides along the Green River had some 

words of remembrance, and sang a beautiful song about the Green River which was written by 

one of his family members.   

 

PCTU members arrived early and assisted with parking of cars before the service.  Also, these 

members assisted the family and friends in scattering of Wai's ashes on the Green River.   

 

We have lost a truly fine angler and conservationist, but his generous service toward TU goals 

set an example for all of us.  Wai's family specified that contributions to PCTU be made in 

lieu of flowers.  Such a contribution befits Wai's dedication to conservation and outreach to 

the the future generations of anglers.   

 

PCTU Members In Attendance: 

 

Mark Byington                                           Bob Daubert 

Linda Byington                                          Stuart Cohn 

John Kies                                                    Steve Herring 

Don Sain                                                     David Maxwell 

Norris McDowell                                        Buddy Kimura 

Chris Ellis                                                   Yoshi Kinoshito 

Johnny Johnson                                          

Shirley Johnson 

 
David Maxwell 

Home  
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Morgan is from Cedar Mountain, NC and is a family friend of NCTU Rivercourse founder Betsy Craig. 

PCTU sponsored Rivercourse Campers send their thanks - 

Home  
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Ellen and Kolbe Murrey of Mills River are children of Carlton Murrey, many of you know from Curtis 

Wright Outfitters and now Exec. Director of Cradle of Forestry in America Interpretive Association. 

Home  
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Rebecca Davenport from Hendersonville, is the second Davenport child to attend Rivercourse, fol-

lowing her brother Aaron Davenport. 

Home  
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Arbuckle Award Recipient Named For 2013 

 

T he Community Foundation of Henderson County recently announced The Pisgah Chapter of Trout Un-

limited William L. Arbuckle Memorial Scholarship in the amount of $1,000.00 has been awarded to Michael 

A. Bell, an undergraduate student at the University of North Carolina at Wilmington in the Marine Biology 

Department.  Michael was chosen among 12 strong candidates for this year’s award. 

The award is granted to a recipient who is accepted to an accredited degree granting college or university lo-

cated in a state within the Southern Appalachian Region.  Candidates must be pursuing an undergraduate and / 

or graduate degree in the field of fisheries / freshwater biology / aquaculture / wildlife management / or other 

related fields; with special consideration given to those focused on fresh water fisheries and / or native trout 

populations.  

This memorial fund was established in 2006 and honors the memory of William “Bill” L. Arbuckle, an avid 

fisherman, supporter and former director of The Pisgah Chapter of Trout Unlimited.  Mr. Arbuckle contribut-

ed much of his time, talent and resources to the success of the chapter. 

Michael is a native of Western North Carolina; he and his family currently reside in Columbus, NC.  Michael 

is not only a member of our chapter, but he is an alumnus of Rivercourse as both a camper and an instructor.  

Additionally, Michael is an Eagle Scout recipient. 

Michael’s studies are currently focused on conducting fish population studies related to inshore fish species 

including red drum, speckled trout, and flounder.  He is also spending time studying aqua culture as an alter-

native to commercial fishing.                                         Kiki Matthews 

Peanuts by Charles Schulz  

 

 

Home  

Home  

http://www.gocomics.com/peanuts/?utm_source=GoComics&utm_medium=free_email&utm_campaign=user_comic
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Caldwell Fork of the Cataloochee in the Great Smoky Mountain National ParK 

Chris Ellis 

 

 

 

I f you like fishing wild streams, the Cataloochee valley is a great place to fish.  It is located just off I-40 at 

the Maggie Valley exit in the Great Smokey Mountain National Park.   It offers a wide variety of trout water 

ranging from large boulders with plunge pools to slower runs and pools. The main stream of Cataloochee 

Creek can be fairly large water below the many feeder streams.   I fished Cataloochee Creek, Palmer Creek, 

Rough Creek, and Caldwell Fork during a 3 day fishing trip in April with Chuck Dauphine as my guide.  I 

again fished Caldwell Fork with Chas Glatzer in June.    There is evidence everywhere of high water earlier in 

the Spring with washed out foot bridges and debris piles at a number of locations in the Park.   Cataloochee 

has suffered from the woolly adelgid attacks on the giant hemlock trees.  In some cases this has become an 

asset to fishermen when these dead giants fall across the stream and create debris dams.  This provides some 

wonderful holding areas for trout. 

Several of these pools can be accessed on Caldwell Fork, a short walk upstream from the Cataloochee Camp 

ground.   There are three or four parking spaces (1) immediately on the right as you enter the camp ground.  

Otherwise you need to either rent a camp site, or park along the road.  Walk a few hundred yards upstream 

until you see the washed out foot bridge (2), the entrance to the Caldwell Creek Trail.  Ford the stream and 

follow the trail another few hundred yards until you see a side trail to the creek (3).  This is a great debris cre-

ated pool that can produce brook, browns, and rainbow, in 

that order of abundance. 

Remember these are wild fish and you must stay out of the 

pool to start and be very stealthy when entering the pool.  

This can make the difference between catching a few fish 

in the pool to catching 8 or 10. 

There are a number of small runs upstream which you can 

fish, but marching upstream until the trail makes a steep 

climb  and a the creek makes a sharp left is your next best 

bet.   I would fish several pools before the sharp bend (4) 

and the pool before the stream canopy opens up to a sunny 

patch.  Skirting the left side of the stream, and fishing from 

behind the large log should be very productive as long as 

you stay hidden.  Wading can be tricky here so take a wad-

ing staff and take your time. 

Upstream from this pool/run, take the path to the right and 

you will came to a washed out foot bridge with another 

long pool (5).  This is also a very productive pool.   This is the farthest I have fished the Caldwell branch.  

Most fish are around 7 inches however occasionally a larger brook or brown will surprise you. 

Home  
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The fish are highly colored and readily take dry flies 

and bead headed nymphs. However, they showed no 

interest in the inch worm pattern I tried. 

Upon exiting the lower end of the pool with the 

washed out foot bridge, I can’t wait to  

return and explore more of the Caldwell Fork. 

Home  

If you visit Cataloochee the main Cataloochee Creek 

around the camp ground is good water.  The upper part 

of Cataloochee creek and lower Palmer Creek and 

Rough Creek are very good and easy water to fish.  

The upper part of Palmer creek has large boulders and 

plunge pools is more challenging but can be very pro-

ductive.  Cataloochee offers a lot of opportunities for 

those who would rather fish by the road as well as 

those who enjoy fishing in the back country. 

The access to Cataloochee up the Cove Creek Road  is 

sometimes a  thrilling experience.  Your trip starts by 

traveling up a winding narrow road that changes to 

gravel before opening up to a parkway like road for the 

last leg.  Meeting a horse trailer on this road is not much fun.  The reward for making this trip is fishing in a 

valley of incredible beauty with some of best fishing in the park. 
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The San Ron Worm is a San Juan 
Worm knock-off created by Ron Gaddy. 
Trust me when I tell you that this new 
worm pattern will make the San Juan 
Worm obsolete. The action of this ma-
terial in the water makes for the perfect 
worm pattern. Trout in the streams of 
the Great Smoky Mountains just can’t 

leave it alone. Here’s how you do it.  According to Ron, the secret of 
the San Ron Worm is its unique material; the squiggly little fingers 
removed from kid’s Googley Balls or Puffer Ball kids toys. Opt for the 
toy balls in a red worm color that has the tentacles on it.  The tenta-
cles already look like little worms. 

Cut two pieces off and glue the raw ends together with superglue. Ron suggests the superglue 
that comes with a brush, but use whatever you have. Then put your hook in the vise and glue it 
on your hook. The hook size depends on the worm size. Take some large size polyester red 
thread, double it and wrap it around the worm joint lightly to make it look like the heart. Don’t use 
a bobbin. Put a half hitch in, trim off with scissors and finish with zap a gap.   -DK 

 

So off I went.  I found the green Puffer Ball in the Party Section of Target—$2.  I wasn’t very 

successful attaching the two ends as described 

in the article,  and so I decided that the tenta-

cles were long enough for a size 12 or 14 hook. 

The San Ron Worms that I tied are soft and 

squirmy. 

Fly of the Month  - The San Ron Worm 

Jim Hoskinson 

With apologies to Jack Frisch “The Classic Fly Tier” the July FOM is San Ron Worm.  I got this pat-

tern from Southern Trout Magazine.  (You don’t think I could come up with this fly pattern on my 

own, do you?) 

Home  

http://www.southerntrout.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/San-Ron-Worm-Ron-Gaddy-tie.jpg
http://southerntrout.us5.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=0734772ccdebe156de0b2cab0&id=bb8c2b16ee&e=95f7856d9d
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Next I tied the tentacles back to back on a longer hook .and 

with the aid of Zap-A-

Gap I tied the two 

San Ron Worms   

below. 

www.southerntrout.com  

Check out Southern Trout Magazine.  The June, July issue is 163 pages  with articles from well 

known writers including Kevin Howell and Roger Lowe, and best of all it’s free! 

San Ron Worms 

The February 2012 issue of Snags & Snarls featured the Squirmy Wormy as the Fly of the Month. 

 Every fly shop in the area lists the Squirmy Wormy as a “Must Have Fly” for DH trout and the 
San Ron is very similar. Tie up a few of these worms for the next time you go fishing—they 
should work GREAT!    jh 

Squirmy Wormy 

Bead Head San Ron Worms 

Home  

http://southerntrout.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0734772ccdebe156de0b2cab0&id=458cf63309&e=95f7856d9d
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Pisgah Chapter Trout Unlimited Directory  

President Mark Byington markb@byingtonla.net 

Vice President.  Chris Ellis  chris.ellis_pctu@yahoo.com 

Secretary Clive Morris clivemorris@gmail.com 

Treasurer Treasurer shelhalla@bellsouth.net 

Past President..      Kiki Matthews kikimathews@bellsouth.net 

 Director   John Kies  johnkies@bellsouth.net 

 Director  Dave Pierce piercefordp@yahoo.com 

 Director  Charlie Dotson cdotson3271@yahoo.com     

 Director  Joe Moore no   e-mail 

Director Davidson River 

 Project Leader 
Tim Schubmehl  tschubmehl@hotmail.com 

 

Director –Conservation   
John Rich cosw@netzero.net 

Director-Communications Linda Byington linda.byington188@gmail.com 

 Director  Bob Huey dphuey@comporium.net 

 Director  Ed Hagerott edhagerott@yahoo.com 

Snags & Snarls Jim Hoskinson      jimhosk@bellsouth.net  

Reference Phone Numbers 

NC Wildlife Violations     800-662-7137  

Fish Biologist - Lorie Stroup   828-877-3265 ext 219 

Water discharges on the Green River              800-829-5253 

http://www.boatingbeta.com/runs/flows/green 

Water discharges on the Nantahala River & Tuckasegee River  

 866-332-5253                                                                              

Mentor’s List 

Chapter Members listed below are available 

to accompany one or two members who 

would like to learn more about fly fishing in 

our streams. If you are just beginning to fly 

fish, here’s an opportunity to get help from 

some knowledgeable anglers.         

Bob Daubert                    693-6262 

Steve Fromholtz               674-2450  * 

Dave Maxwell                   894-0308 

Steve Herring                   749-9352 

Dale Klug                         243-6783 

Legend:   * weekends only   

Snags & Snarls is published twelve times a 
year by the Pisgah Chapter of Trout Unlim-
ited, a non - profit organization for its 
members and sup-
porters. 
Address comments 

to: 

Snags & Snarls 

PO Box 841 

Hendersonville NC 28793-0841  

E-Mail  jimhosk@bellsouth.net 

The Pisgah Chapter web site is: 

Home  
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mailto:kikimatthews@bellsouth.net
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