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Nothing’s Rising.  Which dry fly shall I try next? 

I  went fishing on the Green River the other day. The end of Delayed Harvest 

season and it was one of the few times that the dam was not releasing.  Rain-

bows were tearing up a Yellow Stimulator, and Brook Trout 

were taking a BH Hares Ear dropper. I thought often of Wai 

Syn and his big smile. He loved fishing the Green. We all will 

miss him. I thank Dave Maxwell for his reflection on Wai and 

what he meant to our Chapter. 

Thanks to all the stocking volunteers. Thanks also to Stu Cohn 

and Scott Shafer for hosting the Kids Fishing Day for the 

Edneyville Elementary students, and to Chris Ellis for arranging 

the students and teachers. 

Hope to see you all at the chapter meeting on June 13th at Pardee Health Center in 

the Blue Ridge Mall (parking in rear of mall). East Tennessee tailwaters fish great 

all year round and few people know the Holston and Watauga better than Randy 

Ratliff. Come hear about this fabulous fishery only 90 minutes from Hendersonville. 

Peace, 

Mark Byington 

President’s Message 

http://www.pisgahchaptertu.org/New-Meeting-information.html
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Pisgah Chapter Trout Unlimited 
Chapter Meeting May 9, 2013 

Richard Campbell  won the fly box 

T he subject for our May meeting was Trout in the Classroom and our speaker 
was Lorraine Thomas from Edneyville Elementary School.  

 We now have programs in Apple Valley Middle School, Brevard Middle School, 
Hendersonville Middle School, Polk Co. Middle School, Rugby Middle School, 
Edneyville Elementary School, Mills River Elementary School, and Sugarloaf Ele-
mentary School. 

It takes close to $1,000 to set up each school.  Much of our equipment is seven 
years old and will need replacing in the next few years. David Pierce 
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R andy Ratliff is based in Northeast Tennessee where he calls the rivers and streams of the 
Southern Appalachian, his “home waters.” He has been fishing these waters most of his life. 

Ratliff’s passion for fishing was passed to him by his father, who often took him fishing on the riv-
ers, lakes, and ponds near their home. During his latter teenage years, he migrated towards using 
the long rod. In his quest to be a better fly fisherman, he learned his second passion, fly-tying. 
When not on the water, Ratliff is at his tying bench designing new flies or fine-tuning his proven lo-
cal fly patterns. 

  

Ratliff is the owner and guide of East Tennessee on the Fly and Troutfishers Guide Service, a pro-
fessional, licensed and insured fishing guide service based in Kingsport, Tennessee. He offers trout 
and smallmouth bass fishing trips in East Tennessee, Western North Carolina, and Southwest Vir-
ginia. This region holds some of the best trout streams and rivers in the South.  One of Ratliff’s top 
trips is the 14-mile long South Holston Tailwater with its legendary native brown trout population 
and big western river feel during generation flows. Another is the Watauga Tailwater, which has 
many different and sometimes challenging personalities along its 16-mile length including being the 
only river in the state to offer a special regulation “Quality Trout Zone.” The nearby Holston Proper, 
west of Kingsport, is home to some of the best smallmouth fishing in the country, and where Ratliff 
spends many of his days fishing. In addition, he offers trips for wild rainbow trout, brown trout, and 
true southern-strain Appalachian brook trout in the many miles of freestone mountain streams 
throughout upper East Tennessee. 

  

Randy was the featured guide on the Fox Sports South Networks “Outdoors with Joey Mines Show” 
as well as the live podcast call in show “Ask about Fly Fishing” with Dr. Roger Maves. He has also 
been featured in the National Wild Turkey Federations magazine Turkey Country, the online maga-
zines Southern Culture on the Fly and Southern Trout. 

 

For More information visit Randy’s Website      http://www.trout-fishers.net/ 

PCTU Meeting June 13, 2013 
Speaker Randy Ratliff 

The Diversity of Fishing in East Tennessee 

Home  

http://www.trout-fishers.net/


 

SNAGS & SNARLS                                                                                        June 2013                                                                                                        Page  4  

Dr. Wai Yun Syn 
In Remembrance 

 

W ai Syn passed away on May 24, 2013.  He was many 

things to many people---father, husband, friend, doctor, 

teacher and avid sportsman.  Wai personified the model angler 

as envisioned by Trout Unlimited.  He was a conservationist, 

angler and a strong participant in TU chapter activities.  He be-

lieved in leaving this earth as well or better than he found it, and 

he believed in passing these principles on to the next generation.  

Wai strongly supported TU projects involving young people and 

children.  For many years he headed up the Kids' Fishing Day 

project at Stuart Cohn's pond, and had to cancel because of fail-

ing health for the May 18th day.  Wai was a participant in the 

PCTU Fly Fishing School for almost ten years as an instructor, 

and as a mentor.  Wai participated in just about every project 

sponsored by PCTU, including DH stockings, road cleanups, Davidson River Project work 

days, Fly Fishing School instructor and Kids' Fishing Days.   

 

Wai, had been a fisherman most of his life, but came to fly fishing late in life.  He started by 

attending the PCTU Fly Fishing School, and later became an instructor and mentor for that 

school.  Wai's fly rod was custom made for him by Steve Fromholz from our chapter.  Wai at-

tended most PCTU chapter meetings, and was known as the most frequent winner of the box 

of flies donated by Al Rogers.  In fact, Wai won the box of flies at his last meeting, just a few 

weeks ago.   

 

Wai's family has specified in his obituary that he was “particularly fond  of Trout Unlimited 

(Pisgah Chapter) because of their mission:  'to conserve , protect and restore cold water fisher-

ies and other watersheds in the western North Carolina region.'  His family have specified that 

contributions may be made to Pisgah Chapter TU in Wai's name, please send your tax deducti-

ble checks to:  Pisgah Chapter Trout Unlimited, PO Box 841, Hendersonville, N.C. 28793.  

Please write 'In memory of Wai Syn' in the check memo area.”  Wai's obituary was published 

on May 29 in the Tryon Daily Bulletin in his hometown, Tryon North Carolina.  There is 

much to this man, and this obituary is well worth reading. 

 
David Maxwell 

 

Wai’s obituary can be t read a- http://www.tryondailybulletin.com/2013/05/28/dr-wai-yun-syn/  

Home  

http://www.tryondailybulletin.com/2013/05/28/dr-wai-yun-syn/
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T his month’s cover photo is from our archives.  Its Dick Fulton fishing 

the Cherokee Trophy waters in the winter of 2008-2009. We lost Dick 

two years ago.  He was an avid  dry fly fisherman.  If you look hard enough 

at the photo you will see at least  3 golden rainbows.  Robert Blankenship 

head of the tribal hatchery waters said at our Feb. 2009 Chapter Meeting 

that “these goldens are for me.”  They’re easy to see and “for each golden 

there are approximately 6 large rainbows.”   Using this formula for our cover photo  Dick is 

casting to 21 trophy size trout and none  are looking up!   

Our May Chapter Meeting featured David Pierce, a member of the BOD in charge of PCTU’s 

Trout in the Classroom program.  Dave looks after eight classrooms—supplying eggs, keep-

ing the fish tanks operating, and assisting in dispersing of the fry.  I read many newsletters 

every month and have not come across any chapters of TU with as many as eight TIC pro-

grams.  Great Job Dave! 

Home  

Welcome New Members 

Tommy Kim 

Charles Miller 

Julie Miller 

Susan Sciullo 

Stephan Sotkin 

From the Editor 
Jim Hoskinson 

Photos of this year’s Kids Fishing 

Day were taken by Norris McDowell.  

Here’s a photo of him a few years 

back with his pet crow “Blackie”. 
The Tuck Chapter’s June 4th meeting will offer a 

program by Alan Folger of Pisgah Chapter. Alan 

is National Coordinator for the TU Veterans Ser-

vice Program. 
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Little River Stocking  May 1, 2013 

Jack Soyak 

T he last spring stocking of the Little River in the DuPont State Recreational 
Forest took place on a cool and cloudy morning. Our normal assembly point 

had to be changed due to the enlargement of the Hooker Falls parking area with 
60 additional parking spaces.  Heavy construction equipment and vehicles were 
at work and preparations were being made for the construction of a 120 foot long 
and 10 foot wide pedestrian bridge at the Horse Forge off of the Hooker Falls 
trail.  The addition parking spaces is due to the increased number of visitors and 

the danger of cars parking along the side of Staton Road.  The Hooker Falls parking area is sched-
uled for re-opening by the end of July with the new pedestrian bridge that will eliminated individuals 
from crossing Staton Road by climbing over the crash barriers on each side of Staton Road.  The 
new trail to Triple Falls and High Falls will cross under the existing Staton Road vehicle bridge and 
continue up to the falls.  The pedestrian bridge will also be able to be used by the forest service’s all-
terrain vehicles to transport accident victims directly to awaiting emergency service vehicles in the 
Hooker Falls parking area.  The bridge thankfully will also greatly reduce our Little River volunteer’s 
labor and danger in transporting the buckets of fish during each stocking event along Staton Road. 

 

Also, the new Visitors Center adjacent to the High Falls Forest parking area is in the final stage of 
construction.  It is slated to have a grand opening in early July providing assistance and educational 
information to the more than the 358,000 visitors that were at the forest last year.  Each year the 
number of visitor’s increase and more safe parking spaces are needed. 

 

We had a great turnout of 8 TU volunteers for the stocking and everyone enjoyed the beauty of the 
forest. The following individuals were present for the stocking:  Eric Folk, DuPont State Recreational 
Forest Ranger; Bill Bartles, Setzer Fish Hatchery; and our chapter members Ken Voltz, Ross Fox, Ed 
Stumpff, John Kocinski, Bill Wearmouth, Dick Millonzi, Bob Huey and Jack Soyak. 

Home  
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The Hatchery delivered their normal of 785 fish with an average weight of 0.43 pounds.  Brooks 
made up 40% of the total, 20% were Browns and 40% were Rainbows. The fish immediately took to 
their new home and quickly disappeared into the deeper cooler pools at the temperature of 53.6 F.  
The water flow within the Little River was high and rapid due to the amount of rain fall over the previ-
ous week. 

 

New volunteers are always welcome. We need about 8 volunteers to make each stocking a fun and 
enjoyable event.  Please consider volunteering by contacting Jack Soyak at jsoyak@morrisbb.net or 
by telephone at 692-5007.  We meet at 9:30 a.m. at the Hooker Falls parking area in the DuPont 
State Recreational Forest.  E-mails are sent out to volunteers approximately 2 weeks prior to each 
stocking event asking who is available to participate. 

 

 

It will be a sad day when David Brown, retires as the Supervisor, DuPont State Recreational Forest.   
He has 42 years of state service and 39 ½ years with the North Carolina Forest Service with the past 
11 years at DuPont.  He has more “compensation time” then one can count since he is everywhere 
at all times overseeing the activities at the forest.  He has supported the Trout Unlimited initiative in 
the stocking of the Little River since its beginning in 2003 and through the efforts of John Carney 
(deceased) of our TU Chapter.   He is planning to retire in July. The entire stocking team of the Little 
River wishes him the best in the future. 

 

I would also like to thank DuPont State Recreational Forest for providing the means to transport the 
fish along the river trails and a forest ranger for driving the vehicle.  It would be a near impossible 
task to carry the buckets of fish to the remote stocking points without their all-terrain vehicles. 

Home  

mailto:jsoyak@morrisbb.net
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Home  
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Green River Stocking—May 6,  2013 
 

Chris Ellis 

C harlie Dotson said in an e-mail that we would stock today come Hell or High wa-

ter (actually he said rain).  But for one unlucky soul who knows. 

 

We might have met some of his buddies on the road. 

 

We started off the stocking of the Green River with coffee and cake supplied by John Johnson.  Fol-

lowing some general fish talk  about limited fishing days on the Green due to high water and almost 

24 hour generating, we skipped Fish Top since the creek was too high to cross.  Charlie Dotson 

kept us in line to make sure all of the 1,054 lbs of fish were accounted for. 

Home  
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The water was so high there were a number of comments about fish making their way to  

Lake Adger.  Hopefully, some catch on quick enough to eddy out in the deeper water. 

 

 

There was no wading 

today, to strategically 

place trout in favorite 

fishing spots so all were 

launched into their new 

home from the bank. 

 

Home  

Gary … of The Pisgah Hatchery kept us busy by 

keeping the buckets loaded as fast as we could carry 

them. 

The North Mills and the East Fork were 

also stocked today with comparable 

weights of trout.  Gary said less browns 

are being stocked since they were still a 

little small, and they prefer to stock 10 

inch or larger fish.   

We stocked at fewer locations because of 

high water and soft ground, and the coup 

de grace was a final lunching of a couple 

buckets from the lower bridge. 
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The Pisgah Chapter wishes to extend many 

thanks to John Johnson, Chuck Sabolvic, 

Fran Fruci, Bob Daubert, Mark Tullis, Chris 

Ellis, Charles Glatzer, and Charlie Dotson for 

helping relocate these fish. 

 

   

Home  

We had a good time with the stocking and followed this up with dinner at the Saluda truck stop café.  
After many a tall tail and joking with the sassy waitress, we were all full and called it a day.   Stock-
ing is a rewarding and enjoyable event that every TUer should experience.   Hope to see you on the 
water if the creek don’t rise  
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Kid’s Fishing Day at Stu Cohn’s Pond 

Chris Ellis 

The Pisgah Chapter of Trout Unlimited has held its annual Kids Fishing Day for the Edney-

ville Elementary School third grade science class, lead by teacher Lorraine Thomas.  The 

purpose this year was to help round out the Trout in The Class Room program (TIC) these 

students have been participating in since Fall of 2012.  The Pisgah Chapter of TU provides 

an aquarium, chiller, trout eggs, water chemistry testing kits, and support to 8 schools in 

Henderson, Polk, and Transylvania counties.  

 

The goal of the TIC program is to complement science curriculum and provide hands on experience in moni-

toring water quality and relating it to cold water conservation.  The fishing experience is a way to bring this 

training full circle with the hope that this student will become stake holders in cold water conservation.  This 

is the first pilot for using a TIC class as the Chapter's Kid's Fishing Day participants.  Discussions have start-

ed on expanding this event to include more TIC schools in the future. 

 

Stu Cohn stocks his pond with 200 trout each year to support this event.  Scott Schafer provides and cooks 

lunch for the kids and the chapter volunteers.   Ten volunteers assisted the students by mentoring them, bait-

ing hooks, netting fish, and supplying cleaned fish for them to take home.  Many thanks to Stu Cohan, Scott 

Shafer, Norris  McDowell, John Kies, Joe Moore, Bob Daubert, John Spooner, Bob Englstrom, Chris Ellis, 

John Smith, and David Pierce for helping with the event.     

The weather did not cooperate for the scheduled May 18 event so it was rescheduled for May 25.  Although 

we had 17 students sign up for May 18 we had 10 students attend the May 25 event.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                       The action was nonstop as soon as the students arrived. By the end of the event,  

                       approximately 85  1.5 to 3.5 pound fish were caught.                                                                                                                        

Home  
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Most were rainbows but a few large brown trout were 

also part of the catch.    
Joe Moore who helps feed the stocked fish said 25 

trout were holdovers from last year’s event.  4 of 

these giants were caught by the students.  Stu is as-

sisting with these students in retrieving their catch.  

Lorraine Thomas the 3rd grade teacher and Allyn Noel 

the bus driver are in the picture. 

These proud students are not afraid to get their hands 

slimy. 

The Teacher, Lorraine Thomas, was one of the out-

standing participants in the Trout in the Class Room 

program, and was very excited to have her students 

participate in the fishing event. 

For a number of these students this was their first 

fishing experience, and most likely they are spoiled 

for life as fishing seldom gets better than this! 

Home  
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Bob Engstrom with a hold over trout  that was caught 

Nothing is more deadly than a young man with a 

spin fishing rod using worms.   

We had as may girls fishing as boys.  John Smith’s 
student caught 16 fish  

Once the mechanics of fishing were mastered all Dave 

Pierce had to do was land fish and remove hooks.  

The 10 students had plenty of room on the pond alt-

hough most seem to be staged on the dam.  John Kies 

looks on while he is waiting to land the next fish. 

Bob Daubert holds another of the holdover fish 

from last year’s stocking caught by his young 

fisher girl. Home  
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The chief cook, Scott Schafer, with event coordina-

tor, Chris Ellis, and principal fish culturist and pond 

owner Stu Cohn conferring on the on-going event. 

I’m not sure who had a better time, Joe Moore, or his 

student. 

Each student caught between 5 and 16 fish.   

Cleaning fish was quite a chore.  Thanks are given to Joe Moore, Norris McDowell, and John 

Spooner who helped me clean and bag four to five fish in 19  2 ½ gallon Ziploc bags.  .  All the 

Participants were supplied with a bag of fish, and the event was completed by 1:00 PM.  The 

Teacher is collecting recipes from her students on the different ways the fish were prepared 

If you have not participated in the Chapter’s Kid’s Fishing Event, you should sign up for next year.  

This is one of the favorite projects for a number of the Chapter’s membership, and it has an im-

portant educational component.  We have the same concern that the NCWRC and vendors of 

fishing equipment have.  The next generation needs to be introduced to outdoor activities early in 

their lives, or they may never develop an interest in the outdoors and environment. 

Chris Ellis 

 
Home  
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Flies by Joey 
Jim Hoskinson 

Home  

Joe Moore is a member of the PCTU Board of Directors and an avid fly fisher-

man and tier.  He is considered to be one of the best fly fishermen in our ar-

ea.  Several weeks ago I met Joey to see his latest creations which are pic-

tured below.  I have selected 2 for descriptions.  The titles for the flies are ge-

neric since I don’t think Joe named them. 

Black Stone Fly 

Hook:  Standard 1X Long Nymph  Hook  

sizes  12 to 16 

Thread: Black 8/0 

Body:  Black Rabbit 

Rib: Gold Wire—small 

Legs: Red Spanflex 

Thorax:  Clear Latex 
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Red Nymph 

Hook: Scud Hook  Dai-Riki #135 

sizes  12 to 16 

Thread: Black 8/0 

Head: Red Tungsten Bead 

Body: Red Sparkle Braid 

Legs: Red Spanflex 

I plan to meet with Joey for more flies and 

another article for next month.  I’m saving 

the flies in a fly box for a raffle later this 

year, so be sure and watch for that in up-

coming issues of S&S.          jh 

Peacock Nymph 

Hook: Scud Hook  Dai-Riki #135 sizes  12 to 16 

Thread: Black 8/0 

Head: Green Bead 

Body: Peacock Sparkle Braid 

Legs: Olive Spanflex 

Thorax: Black Rabbitt 

Black Nymph 

Hook: Scud Hook  Dai-Riki #135 sizes  12 to 16 

Thread: Black 8/0 

Head: Black Bead 

Body: Black  Sparkle Braid 

Legs: Black Spanflex 

Thorax: Black Rabbitt 

In addition to red the Davidson River Outfitters had two other colors of Sparkle Braid—peacock and 

black.  Below are two flies I tied with Joey’s recipe. 

Home  
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A Trip to the Mountain Heritage Waters in Spruce Pine 

Jim Hoskinson 

 

 

 

 

A s mentioned in the April issue of Snags & Snarls there are eight Mountain Heritage Waters in 

Western North Carolina.  Four of those streams are Hatchery Supported, and are of little inter-

est to the fly fisherman since most of the fish are usually gone in the first few days.  On the other 

hand, there are four Delayed Harvest waters which deserve our attention. 

 

On May 15, 2013 Mike Hanesworth, Norris McDowell, John Barsotti and I headed to Spruce Pine.  

Our trips in the “old days”, when Dick Fulton was still alive, centered around spontaneity—locating a 

great breakfast spot along the way and then pulling up to a new stream loaded with trout.  We may 

be changing our tactics after Wednesday.  Breakfast was not so good, but the fishing showed prom-

ise.  The trip from the Ingles parking lot in Etowah was 80 miles of good roads.  After an unpleasant 

breakfast, we stopped in the River’s Edge Outfitters to check on the North Toe River. We were told 

by owner Joe Street that there were “lots of fish” and the river was  “stocked with 1900 trout”.  We 

crossed the Route 19 bridge and drove to Riverside Park. This park 

has a baseball diamond, paved walking trail, numerous benches, 

several bathrooms, pavilions and of course the N Toe River.  We 

were told that the water level was high.  “We had 9” of rain just like 

you did.” We watched two fishermen who were catching quite few 

fish.  I eventually had a conversation with them.  One was a guide 

for River’s Edge Outfitters and the other was a friend of his.  The 

guide, Bob Ivins, said that they had caught around 30 fish and that 

he was fishing Tenkara style.  He said he was a big fan of Tenkara, 

and really likes using it in the mountain streams with small fish.  His 

fly was a brown girdle bug.  Our flies were wooly buggers, squirmy 

wormies, and stone flies.  But the fishing  was really about getting 

deep enough. 

 

 
John Barsotti 

First fish of the day 

Kinda’ small 

 

Home  
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Norris McDowell with biggest 

fish of the day—15” brown trout 

The conclusion of the group was 

that this was a good spot, and 

that we would come again.  Prob-

ably next year since June1 ends 

the DH season. 

Home  

http://www.google.com/search?sourceid=navclient&ie=UTF-8&rlz=1T4ADRA_enUS455US458&q=fly+rod+chronicles+spruce+pine 

In 2011 Fly Rod Chronicles with Curtis Fleming visited Spruce Pine, NC to fish the North Toe River. 

Click Below for Part I. 

http://www.google.com/search?sourceid=navclient&ie=UTF-8&rlz=1T4ADRA_enUS455US458&q=fly+rod+chronicles+spruce+pine
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Snags & Snarls is published twelve times a 
year by the Pisgah Chapter of Trout Unlim-
ited, a non - profit organization for its 
members and sup-
porters. 
Address comments 

to: 

Snags & Snarls 

PO Box 841 

Hendersonville NC 28793-0841  

E-Mail  jimhosk@bellsouth.net 

The Pisgah Chapter web site is: 

Mentor’s List 

Chapter Members listed below are available to 

accompany one or two members who would like 

to learn more about fly fishing in our streams. If 

you are just beginning to fly fish, here’s an oppor-

tunity to get help from some knowledgeable an-

glers.         

Bob Daubert                    693-6262 

Steve Fromholtz                674-2450  * 

Dave Maxwell                   894-0308 

Steve Herring                   749-9352 

Dale Klug                         243-6783 

Legend:   * weekends only   

Reference Phone Numbers 

NC Wildlife Violations     800-662-7137  

Fish Biologist - Lorie Stroup   828-877-3265 ext 219 

Water discharges on the Green River              800-829-5253 

http://www.boatingbeta.com/runs/flows/green 

Water discharges on the Nantahala River & Tuckasegee River  

 866-332-5253                                                                              

Pisgah Chapter Trout Unlimited Directory  

President Mark Byington markb@byingtonla.net 

Vice President.  Chris Ellis  chris.ellis_pctu@yahoo.com 

Secretary Clive Morris clivemorris@gmail.com 

Treasurer Treasurer shelhalla@bellsouth.net 

Past President..      Kiki Matthews kikimathews@bellsouth.net 

 Director   John Kies  johnkies@bellsouth.net 

 Director  Dave Pierce piercefordp@yahoo.com 

 Director  Charlie Dotson cdotson3271@yahoo.com     

 Director  Joe Moore no   e-mail 

Director Davidson River 

 Project Leader 
Tim Schubmehl  tschubmehl@hotmail.com 

 

Director –Conservation   
John Rich cosw@netzero.net 

Director-Communications Linda Byington linda.byington188@gmail.com 

 Director  Bob Huey dphuey@comporium.net 

 Director  Ed Hagerott edhagerott@yahoo.com 

Snags & Snarls Jim Hoskinson      jimhosk@bellsouth.net  

Bob & Dave Wolfe at Catskill Fly Fish-
ing Center & Museum in Roscoe, New 
York.  Bob is a member of the Pisgah 
Chapter and Dave a member of the Al 
Hazzard Chapter.  

The museum is located  at what is con-
sidered the birthplace to American Fly 
Fishing - The Famous Junction Pool 
where the Willowemoc Creek joins the 
Beaverkill. 

Home  

http://www.boatingbeta.com/runs/flows/green
mailto:chris.ellis_pctu@yahoo.com
mailto:kikimatthews@bellsouth.net
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