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T he wind of change is blow-

ing through this chapter, 

and we all know that to adapt to 

change one needs to be flexible. 

The delay in the release of this 

newsletter is due to a couple of 

changes confronting our meeting 

location and this month’s pro-

gram. Nothing to be alarmed 

about as your crack team of Di-

rectors has the situation nearly in 

the net. Here’s the deal. While we have been 

fortunate to have the use of the Pardee Educa-

tional Center at Blue Ridge Mall (thanks to 

arrangements by Mike Dennis), impending 

renovations to the facility will be impacting us 

in several ways. There is a possibility we will 

have to meet in an alternate location on 

March 14th (possibly the Dixie Diner on 

Hwy. 64 in Laurel Park). We will let every-

one know by e-mail as soon as we know. Oth-

erwise please plan on joining us for the March 

chapter meeting at Pardee. 

Our scheduled program was concerning the 

potential smallmouth bass fishery on the 

Green River. Unfortunately, the speaker had 

to cancel. The good news is that Jake Rash, 

the Coldwater Research Coordinator for the 

NC Wildlife Resources Commission, has 

agreed to come and talk on a variety of issues 

concerning trout fisheries in our area. Jake is a 

wealth of knowledge with a finger on the 

pulse of all things trout. We have asked him 

to speak primarily to issues such as the latest 

data concerning the economic impact of trout 

fishing, hatchery production, and regulato-

ry changes to trout waters and fishing tak-

ing effect this summer. 

One of the other changes regarding our 

chapter meeting location concerns our 

ability to store chapter materials. We have 

two storage cabinets at Pardee that will 

need to be permanently removed and our 

ability to store our chapter library may be 

a luxury we will no longer enjoy. There-

fore, we will be holding a Spring Cleaning 

‘Sale’ at this month’s meeting that will 

include books  and fly tying materials. (If 

you have donated any books and wish to 

take them back, please let us know and we 

will reserve them for you). 

One thing that will not change is the Pis-

gah Chapter’s commitment to its mission 

of coldwater conservation and service to 

the community. Delayed Harvest waters 

have just been stocked on the Green and 

Little Rivers thanks to the many volunteers 

who assisted. Please consider offering your 

help with these fun efforts as there will be 

Serving Henderson, Transylvania, and Polk counties in Western North Carolina 
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Jim Czarnezki wins the Box of Al Rogers’s Flies 

Photo by  Dave Bender 

PCTU Annual Fly Tying Meeting   February 14, 2013 

PCTU collected $77 on the flies  

Thanks Al 

additional stockings at the first of April and May. Also please be looking for a no-

tice regarding upcoming Davidson River Project workdays to repair damage from 

recent flooding. Finally, I again encourage all to support the upcoming Fly Fishing School on April 20th. Our superb website 

has more information in these and other chapter activities. 

An ancient Chinese proverb says that ‘When the winds of change blow, some people build walls -while others build wind-

mills’.  At PCTU, we will simply adjust our casts accordingly. 

Dragless Drifts 

Mark Byington 

President’s Message   continued 
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Bob Daubert ties “Rubber Legged Stone-

flies” 

Lou Barlow ties a wire-bodied 

nymph, and Jim Hoskinson ties 

UV Cured Caddis Larva 

Rubber Legged Stoneflies 

Home  

Lou’s Wire Bodied Nymphs 
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Joe Moore 

Joe Moore Charlie Dotson 

Most of these flies were tied this week by Joey 

John Johnson, Joe, Charlie 

Skip Sheldon 

Jack Frisch, the Classic Fly Tier 

Home  
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Photo by Chris Ellis 

Chris Ellis ties The Green Whopper, Pink Ant, and Bob Hopper 

Home  
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Photo by Chris Ellis 

!http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DaRtUhdBh90  

The Link below will take you to Yellowstone Country 

Fly tying 

Walter Wiese tying the Bob Hopper—7:52 

Shirley and John Johnson Update Hatchery Kiosk 

Photo by Hanesworth 

Home  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DaRtUhdBh90
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From the Editor 

Home  

 

 

Thanks to John Barsotti for taking photos at the Fly Fishing Meeting.   Photos for the Green River 

stocking were taken Norris McDowell and Jean-Jacques Benoist   As usual the Little River photos 

were by Jack Soyak. 

I’m sure everyone knows about hyperlinks.  I have recently added them to the newsletter to  allow 

easier movement.  At the bot- tom of each page beginning with page 3 is Home 

when you click on it—it will take you home.  On page 1 anything in blue and underlined  will be 

linked  such as  Mentor's List.    jh 

An 

Issue... 

Issue...This Issue... 

ide This Is- sue... 

Inside This Issue... 

** This a different Chris Ellis 

*** I Listed Donald Huneycutt 

Incorrectly as Donald Honeycutt 

In the Feb. issue of S&S 

Questions for the Editor 

Q. How many fly rods should a fly 

fisherman have? 

 

Q. How long is a 20 inch fish? 

 

Q. What is the 5 minute rule?  

 

Answers in Page 8 

The Art of Rock Balancing  

Next time you’re on a stream and the 

fish aren’t biting—try this. 

Remember to get the rocks from the 

bank, you’re not allowed to move them 

in the stream. 

Welcome New Members 

Richard Buckshaw 

Josh Chambers 

Christopher Ellis ** 

Dale Krause 

William McEntire 

David Suffia 

Donald Huneycutt *** 
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The Pisgah Chapter annual Fly Fishing School will be held at Harmon Field in Tryon again this year on 

Saturday April 20.  Registration begins at 8:30 AM and we are asking instructors to arrive no later than 

8:00 AM.  This is a not only a major chapter event in terms of fund raising but it also is a great way to 

serve the Chapter and work with your fellow chapter members.  The School provides an excellent edu-

cation to those new to fly fishing and is quite rewarding for all who are involved. 

   We currently have some openings for Casting and knot tying instructors and we could use another 10   

mentors for the ½ day on the water with one or two students.   We are targeting 30 students this year, and we ask the 

membership to make an effort to recruit one or more students.   I will be sending some detailed information to our e-

mail list for your recruitment effort. 

Brochures are being placed in a number of locations, however our best recruiting in the past have been by Chapter 

members making one on one contacts (i.e. 15 members each recruiting 2 students will fill the school). 

The Registration form can be found on our website using the following link: 

http://www.pisgahchaptertu.org/2013_FFS.pdf 
 
Those who wish to volunteer should contact Chris Ellis at 828 891 5175 e-mail chris.ellis_pctu@yahoo.com .   Please 
provide your contact information (name, phone number, e-mail address) and I’ll have the Sections Leaders contact you.  
Indicate if you are willing to help with knots or casting and mentoring.   If you don’t have a preference we will assign 
you to where we have the greatest need. 
Over the years many students have reported that our school rivals the best schools at a fraction of the cost.  Your partici-

pation will insure that this tradition continues. 

Fly Fishing School April 20, 2013     Chris Ellis 

Questions for the Editor 

Q. How many fly Rods should a fly 

fisherman have? 

A. One More 

Q. How long is a 20 inch fish? 

A. 17 inches 

Q. What is the 5 minute rule?  

A. If you have a tangle that’s going to 

take more than 5 minutes—start cut-

ting. 

The first 2 questions were asked at our Au-

gust 2005 Meeting by famed  Tennessee fly 

fishing guide Mike Adams. I’ve caught a few 

20 inch fish only to have some guy come 

along with a ruler.   I once had a friend meas-

ure a brown trout of mine at 19 and 3/4 

inches! (Yeah, he’s an engineer) 

  If you follow the 5 minute rule you will 

spend less time sitting on the bank, and more 

time fishing. 

If you have any real questions address them to 

me at jimhosk@bellsouth.net and we’ll 

put it to our panel of experts.   jh 

Home  

http://www.pisgahchaptertu.org/2013_FFS.pdf
mailto:chris.ellis_pctu@yahoo.com
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T he Aleen Steinberg Visitors Center adjacent to the High Falls parking area in the DuPont 
State Recreational Forest (DSRF) is in need of volunteers to staff the center. The grand open-

ing of the new visitor’s center is slated to be held in early July, 2013.  The volunteers will operate 
under the North Carolina Forest Service volunteer program and under the direction of the visitor 
center’s Manager.  The center will be the focal point of information, assistance and educational pro-
grams for visitors.  Last year DSRF had almost 358,000 visitors and it is anticipated to reach 
500,000 during the next 2 – 3 years. 

 

This is a very exciting time since we are now establishing how the center will operate, the numerous 
duties of volunteers and hours the center will be open.   We anticipate only being able to staff the 
center 8 hours per day during the busiest times of the year, especially on weekends & holidays. We 
are breaking new ground since DSRF has never had a visitor center. It really is up to the volunteers 
and the DSRF staff, as to how the center will operate, the types of educational programs to be offer 
and the assistance that will be provided. Volunteers will be empowered to take leading roles in cen-
ter operations and the development of programs. Over time, additional programs will be run through 
the center and managed by volunteers, but that will depend largely on the number and qualifications 
of the volunteers. Training of volunteers will be conducted this spring and will concentrate on favor-
ite visitor sites in the forest, the numerous trails, available maps and safety around the waterfalls. 
The center is investigating the use of a uniform type shirt and hats for the volunteers so as to be 
easily identifiable to the visitors. 

 

This is a great opportunity to serve in one of Western North Carolina’s scenic areas in a truly mean-
ingful and fulfilling role.  Interested individuals should feel free to contact me at 
bob.twomey@ncagr.gov or at 828-877-6527 to discuss the volunteer program and its numerous as-
pects. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Bob Twomey 

Visitor Center Manager 

DuPont State Recreational Forest 

PO Box 300 

Cedar Mountain, NC  28718 

Home  

DuPont State Recreational Forest Volunteer Positions 

mailto:bob.twomey@ncagr.gov
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The article below appeared in the Snags & Snarls issue of January 2007.  (My first issue as editor)  

 Norris brought his salmon flies to our February 2013 meeting for all to see.  Jack Frisch was able to identify 

the patterns for us. See Flies of Yesterday Identified on the next page.     jh    

Home  

Flies of  Yesterday  

By Norris McDowell 

A  neighbor of mine, Ian MacPherson, stopped by not long ago with a surprise. ”Would you like some 

flies?” he asked. ”Flies, Ian?” “Yes, fishing flies.” I’ll bring them by tomorrow if you’re going to be 

home.” Before he walked from my porch, Ian added: “They were tied for my grandfather, in Scotland, in 1876. 

He was 12 years old at the time.” I swallowed hard and nodded, too stunned to speak. True to his word, Ian 

showed up the next day. I’d made it a point to be at home, of course, and when I opened the door he handed 

me five colorful 

salmon flies that clearly had never graced a tippet and, I decided there and then, never would. A few weeks 

later they lay shadow-boxed in a dark wood frame, handsome indeed on the wall of my den. Taped to the 

frame’s back is a sheet of paper upon which Ian provided, at my request, a history lesson. Of his grandfather, 

Ian wrote: ”Ewan Francis MacPherson...Edinburgh, Scotland. .Born in Sydney, NSW, Australia, March 15, 

1864; educated at Winchester and Brasenose College, Oxford. Called to the Scottish Bar in 1890...Legal secre-

tary to the Lord Advocate, 1902; Legal Member of the Local Government Board for Scotland, 1904...(In later 

years) Secretary of State for (the country of Scotland). retired as Chairman of the Scottish Board of Health, 

March 19, 1928...Died in 1942.”A profound thanks for the flies, Ian. Each time I look at them I’m again 

stunned.  

"Many thanks to Jack Frisch for identifying the fly patterns and their history.  Norris  
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S almon flies are very complicated and require as many 16 different steps to tie.  Some of the feathers 

come from bird species that are nearly extinct or are extinct.  It is important to note that no two fly tyers 

tied the same pattern exactly the same way.  Therefore, there are many variants of the same pattern depending 

on who ties the fly and the availability of materials. 

 

I have done my best to identify the flies, taking into account a certain amount of variability.  I have also in-

cluded some information on each fly.  

 

 

Probably the BLUE CHARM.  A simple step wing dating back to the mid-19th 

century.  A very popular fly. 

 

 

 

Looks like a variant of the BENCHILL.  Whole feather wing by P.D. Malloch, 

late 19th century.  A best fly for the river Earn.  When thinly dressed (like the one 

in the picture) it was an excellent summer pattern on the river Dee. 

 

 

 

 

The BEACONSFIELD.  A built wing and maned fly by George Blachlaw, 1870.  The 

characteristic of the maned flies is the long mohair trusses and turns of dark 

herl.  This fly was not as popular as some of the other classic flies. 

 

 

A variant of the POPHAM.  A mixed wing fly by F.L. Popham, 1850.  It is one of 

most complicated classic salmon flies.    Most popular in the northern areas of the 

British Isles. 

 

 

 

 

Looks to be a variant of  the SILVER GREY.  A mixed wing fly by James Wright, 

1850.  An old standard pattern and one of the most popular tinsel bodied flies.  This 

one was tied with a blue wing, probably blue macaw. 

 

They are probably tied on a size 1/0 hook  

 

Home  

 

 

 
Flies of  Yesterday –Identified 

Jack Frisch—the Classic Fly Tier 
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Green River Stocking—March 4. 2013 

Home  

Hatchery truck had a malfunction and coasted down the hill to the Fishtop access.  We ferried the fish via buckets trans-

ported in 4 pickups to distribute the fish.  With all the help (20+ volunteers) we got the stocking completed in a little over 

an hour.  Special thanks should go out to the volunteers and those who provided transportation for the buckets of fish and 

volunteers.                       Chris Ellis 
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Home  
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T he first stocking of the Little River in the DuPont State Recreational Forest for 2013 took place on a cold morning 
with temperatures in the low 20s F.  However, to our advantage, it was a bright sunny morning with clear blue 

skies and the temperatures rose to a comfortable level by 12:00 a.m.  It was intriguing to watch the ingenuity of our vol-
unteers by warming their hands on the hood of the hatchery truck due to the cold water soaking into their gloves. 

 

We had a great turnout of 9 TU volunteers for the stocking and everyone enjoyed the beauty of the forest and saw the 
recent tree removal work along the Hooker Falls road.  The removal was done to remove those trees that presented a 
falling danger to visitors walking on the road. The following individuals were present for the stocking:  Eric Folk, DuPont 
State Recreational Forest Ranger; Grahm Laing, Setzer Fish Hatchery; and our chapter members Tim Schubmehl, Ken 
Voltz, Bob Huey, Clive Morris, Dick Millonzi, Jack Soyak and our first time stockers Ross Fox, Ed Stumpff and Josh Ow-
en. 

 

The Hatchery delivered approximately 785 fish with an average weight of 0.41 pounds.  Brooks made up 40% of the to-
tal, 20% were Browns and 40% were Rainbows.  The river water temperature was 37.4 F and the fish immediately took 
to their new home and quickly disappeared into the deeper pools. 

 

New volunteers are always welcome and we need about 8 volunteers to make each stocking a fun and enjoyable event.  
Please consider volunteering by contacting Jack Soyak at jsoyak@morrisbb.net or by telephone at 692-5007.  We meet at 
9:30 a.m. at the Hooker Falls parking lot for each stocking event.  E-mails are sent out to volunteers approximately 2 
weeks prior to each stocking event asking who is available to participate. 

 

I would like to thank DuPont State Recreational Forest for providing the means to transport the fish along the river trails 
and a forest ranger for driving the vehicle.  It would be a near impossible task to carry the buckets of fish to the remote 
stocking points without their trusty vehicles. 

 

The new Visitors Center adjacent to the Buck Forest parking area is slated to have a grand opening in early July providing 
assistance and educational information to the more than the 385,000 visitors who annually visit the forest. 

 

Jack Soyak 

Home  

Little River Stocking  March 4, 2013 

mailto:jsoyak@morrisbb.net
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Home  
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Snags & Snarls is published twelve times a 

year by the Pisgah Chapter of Trout Unlim-

ited, a non - profit organization for its mem-

bers and supporters. 
Address comments 

to: 

Snags & Snarls 

PO Box 841 

Hendersonville NC 28793-0841  

E-Mail  jimhosk@bellsouth.net 

The Pisgah Chapter web site is: 

http://www.pisgahchaptertu.org 

Mentor’s List 

Chapter Members listed below are availa-

ble to accompany one or two members 

who would like to learn more about fly 

fishing in our streams. If you are just be-

ginning to fly fish, here’s an opportunity 

to get help from some knowledgeable 

anglers.           

Bob Daubert                    693-6262 

Steve Fromholtz                674-2450* 

Dave Maxwell                   894-0308 
Steve Herring                   749-9352 
Dale Klug                         243-6783 

Legend:   * weekends only   

Reference Phone Numbers 

NC Wildlife Violations     800-662-7137  

Fish Biologist - Lorie Stroup   828-877-3265 ext 219 

Water discharges on the Green River              800-829-5253 

Water discharges on the Nantahala River & Tuckasegee River  

NC Wildlife Stocking Information 

Click Below: For the Complete Delayed Harvest Stocking of NC Streams 

http://www.ncwildlife.org/Portals/0/Fishing/documents/TROUT_MAP.PDF  

Home  

Calendar of 

Events—2013 

 

2013 PCTU FLY FISHING 

SCHOOL, Harmon Field, 

Tryon, NC 

April 20, 8:30AM-4:30PM,  

Rivercourse TU Summer 

Camp 

June 16-21 

 APRIL MAY 

Little River 1 1 

Green River 3 6 

North Mills 3 6 

East Fork French 

Broad 

4 6 

http://www.ncwildlife.org/Portals/0/Fishing/documents/TROUT_MAP.PDF
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 President 

Mark Byington 

     864-979-7436       

markb@byingtonla.net 

         Director    

Charlie Dotson 

cdotson3271@yahoo.com     

     Vice President.  

   Chris Ellis  

864-458-6240 

chris.ellis_pctu@yahoo.com 

         Director    

Joe Moore 

no   e-mail 

 Secretary 

Clive Morris 

clivemorris@gmail.com 

    Davidson River  

    Project Leader 

    Tim Schubmehl 

 tschubmehl@hotmail.com 

 Treasurer 

Skip Sheldon  

828-891-3264 

shelhalla@bellsouth.net 

  
Director –Conservation   

John Rich 
cosw@netzero.net 

 Past President..      

Kiki Matthews  

kikimathews@bellsouth.net 

 Director-Communications 
Linda Byington 

linda.byington188@gmail.com 

             Director   

           John Kies   

johnkies@bellsouth.net 

 

  
Director  

Bob Huey 
dphuey@comporium.net 

 Director               

      David Pierce   

piercefordp@yahoo.com 

  
Director 

Ed Hagerott 
edhagerott@yahoo.com 

     Snags & Snarls  

    Jim Hoskinson       

jimhosk@bellsouth.net  

  

Pisgah Chapter Directory 

February  2013 

Home  

mailto:cdotson3271@yahoo.com
mailto:chris.ellis_pctu@yahoo.com
mailto:kikimatthews@bellsouth.net
mailto:johnkies@bellsouth.net
mailto:piercefordp@yahoo.com

