SNAGS & SNARLS
Pisgah Chapter Trout Unlimited December, 2012

President’s Message

G

reetings to all and I hope that all are well.
The time of year is here where the days are
short and the nights are long. It is a cyclical occurrence of course that not coincidentally marks
the end of the calendar year. It is a time to reflect. As such, I will use this opportunity to reflect
on the past fiscal year with regard to the Pisgah Chapter, (even
though we are a couple months into the new).
We had what I will consider a normally active year in the Chapter, in
that we undertook all of our normal slate of programs, activities,
events, fundraising and sponsorships. One variation to our year was
having both the TU Southeast Rally and the annual meeting held in
Asheville.
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The Chapter is maintaining strength in numbers and is currently
Chapter Directory
15
comprised of 288 TU members. Over the year we gained a lot of
new members and transfers, and lost an equal number of members
due to membership lapses, transfers, and deaths. We were saddened by the loss of Will Zapf and
John Carney, both of whom gave much over the years to this chapter. Another loss was of a young
man whose potential with TU was never realized. We learned in donations to the chapter that young
Mitchell Marcotte was quite fond of fly fishing the Green.
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We have a lot to be proud of, as usual. The Chapter makes a big impact in regional coldwater conservation. In particular, we are heavily focused on the future generations of trout water stewards with
our financial and volunteer support of Trout-in-the-Classroom (8 installations), Kids-in-the-Creek
(multiple schools), and Kids Fishing Day (for disadvantaged youth). In addition, we invest heavily in
time and money as a chapter to the NCTU Rivercourse, a weeklong youth camp at Lake Logan.
On the conservation front, we provide support to the SE Regional Conservation Coordinator for TU
and we spend money and volunteer labor on the Davidson River Project. We also provide support to
the Community Foundation of Henderson County towards a fund specifically earmarked for coldwater conservation education.
In coldwater conservation community service efforts, we hold responsibility for an Adopt-a-Highway
section of Highway 276 along the Davidson River, and provide manpower and coordination for fish
stockings on delayed harvest waters of the Little River and the Green River. We also provide financial support to Project Healing Waters for disabled veterans, and Casting for Recovery for breast
cancer survivors.
We provide public awareness by keeping up kiosks on the Davidson River and the Green River, distributing chapter brochures at various events, maintaining an up-to-date website, and providing
press releases and articles. We publish a top quality monthly on-line newsletter to keep our members and friends informed of what’s going on, highlights of members fishing trips and personal memoirs, as well as fly of the month articles. We hold monthly meetings that provide featured speakers or
programs, with topics ranging from fly fishing for various quarries, to special techniques and special
locations, to an annual fly tying workshop.
To accomplish all of this we engage in various fund raising efforts ranging from a direct member donation campaign, raffles and auctions, merchandise sales, and an annual Fly Fishing School. Last
year we received several material donations, including a sizeable lifetime collection of gear from one
of our past presidents Gaylord Lyon. A portion of the materials have brought in much appreciated
funds from eBay sales.
Looking forward to the rest of the 2012-2013 year, we are and will carry on in a similar manner. We
hope to increase focus on conservation related efforts spearheaded by our new Conservation Chair
who will be coordinating at the state level with a new North Carolina TU Council Conservation Committee. I look forward to working with each of you to achieve our goals and fulfill our mission towards
coldwater conservation.
Peace and Joy to you this holiday season!
Mark Byington
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Chapter Meeting
November 8, 2012

November Speaker

Mark Byington presents a certificate to

Derek Ibarguen

Shirley and John Johnson

District Ranger for the Pisgah District

as outgoing members of the Board of Directors

From the Editor

O

n page 13 is an article from the Trout Unlimited newsletter Troutlines of Concord NH. Editor Gordon Riedesel discusses the difficulty of catching fish on the Davidson River, a problem that most us can agree with. He encounters a Pisgah Chapter member who is catching fish.
Who is this “mystery fisherman?’ This’ll give us something to talk about between now and our
next meeting in January.
jh

No December Chapter Meeting
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Clive Morris—Secretary

I

was born in Rhodesia ( now Zimbabwe) and graduated with a Bachelors degree in Agriculture from Reading University in England, in 1964. I spent the next 15 years in Agricultural Extension, farming, and the Irrigation business, in Zimbabwe, before moving
my family to Florida in 1979.
I was with Agricultural Managements Services, and we were engaged in managing large
scale, absentee-owned agricultural properties , and citrus groves in SW Florida for several years. In 1988, I moved to Bradenton, Fl , to oversee all the Agricultural operations on
a 28,000 acre, diversified ranch in that area. We ran beef cattle, grew citrus , turfgrass sod, trees for the
landscape, tomatoes, strawberries, and other vegetable crops . I retired from there in 2005.
I started fishing on our family farm at an early age for tiger fish, bream, and ‘bottle-nose’ and began fly
fishing in my early 20’s for trout in the eastern mountains of Zimbabwe. We came up to the WNC mountains to fish and enjoy the area as often as possible from Florida, having built a cabin near Brevard in 2000,
and we finally moved to NC in 2012.
I got into rodbuilding about 10 years ago, and have enjoyed this hobby enormously, building spinning and
fly rods for myself, family and friends.
My wife, Judith, was a Horticultural Therapist, and we have a son in Vero Beach, FL, a daughter in Sacramento, and 5 grand children.

Ed Hagerott - Board of Directors

I

was born in Inglewood, California (near Los Angeles) and raised in Sierra Madre,
California, a small town adjacent to Pasadena. I attended the University of Southern California for both college and law school. After earning my law degree, I worked
for three large law firms in Los Angeles and San Francisco over the course of 21
years. At each firm my practice focused on commercial real estate transactions.
In 2011, my wife, Diana, and I relocated to Hendersonville. We had visited Asheville
on vacation a few years earlier and fell in love with the area, particularly the blue
skies, congestion-free roads and abundance of outdoor activities.
My father was an avid outdoorsman and when I was in grade school a weekend fishing outing was a common father-son bonding activity for us. As I got older, and busier with school and then work, there didn’t
seem to enough time for fishing. When I moved to the area last year, I decided not only to start fishing
again, but to give fly fishing a try – I had only fished with spinning reels previously. I took some classes at
the Pisgah Center for Wildlife Education in late 2011 and early 2012 and learned about TU from two of my
instructors, John Johnson and Joe Moore. I then joined the Pisgah TU Chapter and attended its fly fishing
school last Spring.
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Tim Schubmehl—Board of Directors

I

was born and raised in a small farming community in the Finger
Lakes/Southern Tier region of New York. Upon completing a two
year Vocation Technical School program in engineering drawing I
worked for SKF Industries in their bearing design group. In 1977 I went
to work for Square D Company in Clearwater, FL specializing in transformer design. In 1984 Square D opened a new manufacturing facility
in Monroe, NC where I had several positions including design supervisor and application engineer. In 1999 I moved into a Square D sales
engineering position as an account manager focusing on building relationships with our strategic account partners such as IBM, P&G, Kraft Foods and others. I
retired from Square D in 2008. My wife Donna and I moved into a new home in the Cedar
Mountain area in 2008.
While growing up in New York I lived within sight of a trout stream where I spent much of
my time fishing, hunting, trapping and just exploring as most boys do. This is where I first
got into fly fishing. When I moved to Florida I got hooked on salt water fishing including surf,
inter-coastal and deep water although none of it was fly fishing. Upon moving to the Charlotte area I switched to bass, catfish and pan fish fishing, as well as several trips to Canada
for northern pike and walleye. Now that I’m in the mountains I have switched yet again back
to fly fishing. To say the least I have quite an eclectic collection of tackle!
As well as volunteering with TU I also volunteer at the rangers’ office in DuPont Forest and
on the board of directors for our homeowners’ association. My other hobbies are: travel,
hiking, cars “invested (8) years in restoring a 1973 911 Porsche”.
I joined TU in 2009 and accepted the DRP position in 2010.

Snags and Snarls
is published twelve times a year by the Pisgah Chapter of Trout Unlimited, a non profit organization for its members and supporters.
Address comments to:
Snags & Snarls
PO Box 841
Hendersonville NC
28793-0841
E-Mail jimhosk@bellsouth.net
The Pisgah Chapter web site is:
http://www.pisgahchaptertu.org
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Little River Stocking
November 5, 2012

T

he last stocking of the Little River in the DuPont State Recreational Forest for 2012 took place on a bright sunny morning and
“Santa Claus” arrived early with gifts for the dedicated members of the
TU stocking team. Each team member received a DuPont State Forest T-shirt as thanks for their service to the NC Forest Service over
the years.
It was a beautiful day and we had 8 TU volunteers turn out for the
stocking and everyone enjoyed the beauty of the forest. The following
individuals were present for the stocking: Eric Folk, DuPont State Recreational Forest Ranger;
Kevin Gabel, Setzer Fish Hatchery; and our chapter members Bill Wearmouth, Tim Schubmehl,
Ken Voltz, Bob Huey, Clive Morris, Dick Millonzi, Peter Greko and Jack Soyak.
The Hatchery delivered approximately 785 fish with an average weight of 0.45 pounds. Brooks
made up 41% of the total, 20% were Browns and 39% were Rainbows. However, there were 32
large trout weighting from 3 to 5 pounds in the mix. The river water temperature was cool at 48.2 F
and the fish immediately took to their new home and quickly disappeared into the deeper pools.
It was noticed upon leaving DuPont State Recreational forest that one of the hatchery transfer nets
had fallen off of the tanker truck and was laying on the side of Staton Road. Peter Greko stopped
and picked it up and later gave it to Bill Wearmouth (the “Big Dipper”) who returned it that day to
the Setzer Fish Hatchery.
New volunteers are always welcome and we need about 8 volunteers to make each stocking a fun
and enjoyable event. Please consider volunteering by contacting Jack Soyak at
jsoyak@morrisbb.net or by telephone at 692-5007. We meet at 9:30 a.m. at the Hooker Falls
parking lot for each stocking event. E-mails are sent out to volunteers approximately 2 weeks prior
to each stocking event asking who is available to participate.
I would like to thank DuPont State Recreational Forest for providing the means to transport the fish
along the river trails and a forest ranger for driving the vehicle. It would be a near impossible task
to carry the buckets of fish to the remote stocking points without their trusty vehicles.
I would also thank Roberta Belcher, Forest Ranger, and Dave Brown, DuPont State Recreational
Forest Supervisor, for approving the T-Shirt gifts for our TU volunteers. It is somewhat of a sad
notice that Roberta will be retiring on January 1, 2013 after many years of outstanding service
leaving the staff with only 6 individuals. We wish Roberta only the best in the years ahead.
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Green River Delayed Harvest Stocking- 1 NOV 2012
By John Johnson

W

ell, a few Trout at the hatchery can sleep peacefully for a while
since the NOV Delayed Harvest stocking is the last for 2012. The
stocking on the Green River (from Fishtop area to the Green River Cove
Road bridge that crosses the river) was completed with a smaller volunteer group than that of OCT. It seems to be trend that subsequent stockings after the first of a season always have a lower turnout of volunteers.
The weather was chilly and windy at times with a measured water temperature at 48 degrees. We put in 1075 lbs. (approximately 105 buckets)
of Trout. Duke Energy had a short water release (0800-1000) from the
Tuxedo hydroelectric plant, so the water level was just starting to go
down as we were finishing the stocking. The number of kayak folks at the Fishtop area was large
due to practicing for the upcoming Green River Narrows Race.
Dr. Mike Dennis provided muffins. Shirley & I brought the coffee (plus Shirley’s home made cinnamon crumb cake). Charley Dotson again manned the “Clipboard” and kept track of the stocking
point stops and number of buckets put into the river.
A special thanks goes to Charlie Dotson. Charlie has graciously volunteered to lead the Green River stockings starting this spring, so we need to make sure we support Charlie in this effort. I officially turned over the stocking buckets to Charlie’s care.
We had 9 people show up to help. The volunteers were as follows: Fran Fruci, Mike Dennis,
Shirley Johnson, Charlie Dotson, John Johnson, Buddy Kimura, Karl Trumpler, Dave Bender (plus
his dog Jake), and Ken Brady. Thanks to all!
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Thanks to David Armstrong, Mountain Bridge Chapter

Welcome New Members
Renee Baker
David Hansma
Donnie Reymers
Randy Theis
Mike Williams
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Tying Tips: Working with Rubber Legs

M

ost of the flies I tie these days have rubber legs. Whether its an ant, beetle or a nymph. Why? I’m
convinced the flies with rubber legs catch more fish. In order to finish a fly with rubber legs you
almost need 3 hands. Here’s a tip from hatchesmagazine.com that makes the whole process easy.
Take a normal plastic straw from say McDonald’s and cut a short piece from the end. Then cut the straw
lengthwise so it fits over the thread.
Now slide the straw over the fly. The rubber legs are out of the way. jh

Tying Tips: Parachute Flies

W

henever I think of Parachute flies I think of my recently departed friend Dick Fulton. Dick was a
“master craftsman”. He started making decoys and then got into bamboo rod building. I was told that
he was a pretty good fly tier but between fishing and rod building he rarely had the time to tie flies. But on
one Friday afternoon he decided that he was going to learn to tie his favorite fly the parachute adams. After
an afternoon he said he had 4 flies and he wouldn’t fish with any of them. Dick would have loved the Heritage Parachute Hook—you just wrap the hackle like a normal dry fly. jh

HERITAGE PARACHUTE HOOK Partridge of Redditch is revising several ranges of hooks
which were very popular in the past. The series of hooks will be known as the Heritage Series.
The idea is to make these old hooks available to fly tyers throughout the world.
The first of the series will be the Parachute hook. They are modeled on the pattern which was
made by Partridge some 50 years ago. There is a subtle difference in that the Parachute spike
on the hook is deliberately longer. The hook can therefore be held in the vice by the spike and
the Parachute hackle can be tied on the hook in the same way as a normal hackle and the spike
can be clipped back (using pliers) afterwards.
The Parachute hooks (code HE1) are designed for parachute dry flies which are ideal to use on
waters where delicate presentation is needed.
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Troutlines
Editor’s Soapbox - Gordon Riedesel

W

hile drifting size 20 midge nymphs with 7X tippets in the clear, trout-filled mountain waters of
the Davidson River in western North Carolina last month, I had time to watch a local angler
actually catch some of that river’s famously difficult-to-catch rainbows and browns. The fish in this
stretch of river are abundant, large, muscular, wild, and very, very picky. I told him as I was leaving
that it was fun to watch him succeed. Turns out he is an active member of the Pisgah TU chapter.
We chatted about what flies work, large fish caught, the beautiful hole which always holds 200 sizeable trout and why that spot is known as the “H” hole: Humility Hole; Humble Hole; or Hell Hole –
it’s your pick. Freshly humbled, I asked about what the Pisgah TU Chapter was doing. It turns out
they have about 300 members, just a bit smaller than the Basil Woods Chapter. They recently had
completed 900 feet of spilt rail fencing along the most active portion of the Davidson, had built an
accessible platform, and put together some great information at the kiosk next to the parking area
which included actual flies that are used in that stretch. It was great for anglers, curious visitors,
and the overall experience. TU Chapters matter and it was great to see what our colleagues from
other chapters do.

The Basil W. Woods, Jr. chapter of Trout Unlimited is located in Concord, NH

News from the North Carolina Trout Unlimited (NCTU) Council

L

ast week the NCTU Council formed a new standing committee on the Council. It is the Conservation Committee and will be charged with finding and implementing conservation projects that
impact our cold water watersheds and fisheries. This committee will work with federal and state government agencies (NCWRC, DNR, Forest Service and National Parks as well as local agencies) to
secure these projects. Some projects that have been suggested are stream bank restoration, collecting water samples, assist with fish stocking and stream sampling or any hands on type projects that
would encourage local Chapter involvement. Alan Baker has stepped forward and volunteered to
Chair this committee.
The NCTU Council, is looking for TU members to work on this committee. If you want to be involved
on this committee, please send your name to NCTU Chair Jim Mabry at rrtujim@gmail.com by December 20, 2012. You may place their name in nomination for the Chair position or have a seat on
the committee. Nominations will be closed on December 20, 2012 at 6:00 pm.
On behalf of the NCTU Council, thank you for all your work and efforts on behalf of Trout Unlimited.
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Fly of the Month—Joey’s Stonefly

I

n October the fly of the month was The Black Stonefly a fly that I had created. I think it inspired Joe Moore to
tie his own stonefly. The hook is a size 10—2XL. Tail & legs are brown Spanflex. The body is cut up latex
glove material wrapped around the hook. The thorax is light colored dubbing, and the wing case is more latex
glove material. The flies colored with brown, black and, yes, purple Sharpie Marker. Joey reports good success
with these flies, “and don’t overlook the purple.”

Joe Moore
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Mentors List
Chapter Members listed below are available to accompany one or two
members who would like to learn more about fly fishing in our
streams. If you are just beginning to fly fish, here’s an opportunity to
get help from some knowledgeable anglers.
Bob Daubert

693-6262

Steve Fromholtz

674-2450*

Dave Maxwell

894-0308

Steve Herring

749-9352

Dale Klug

243-6783

Legend: * weekends only

Pisgah Chapter Directory
President

Mark Byington

864-979-7436

markb@byingtonla.net

Vice President.

Chris Ellis

864-458-6240

chris.ellis@us.michelin.com

Secretary

Clive Morris

Treasurer

Skip Sheldon

828-891-3264

shelhalla@bellsouth.net)

Past President.

Kiki Matthews

828-696-1599

kikimatthews@bellsouth.net

Director

John Kies

johnkies@bellsouth.net

Director –Education

David Pierce

piercefordp@yahoo.com

Director

Charlie Dotson

cdotson7231@yahoo.com

Director

Joe Moore

No e-mail

Director –Conservation

John Rich

cosw@netzero.net

Director-DRP

Tim Schubmehl

tschubmehl@hotmail.com

Director-Communications

Linda Byington

linda.byington188@gmail.com

Director

Bob Huey

dphuey@comporium.net

Director

Ed Hagerott

edhagerott@yahoo.com

Newsletter Editor

Jim Hoskinson

jimhosk@bellsouth.net
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