SNAGS & SNARLS
Pisgah Chapter Trout Unlimited
September, 2012

P r e s i d e n t’s L e t t e r

I

’ve decided I have a lot of fly fishing gear. Certainly not when compared to
some in our chapter. (You know who you are.) In fact, after going through an
estate donation recently item-by-item, I realized how much fishing stuff one can
accumulate over a life time. I’ve only been at this a little over 12 years and have
already amassed multiple rods, reels, vests, boots and waders, along with a multitude of lines, tools, gadgets, and apparel. All of this to fish primarily the same type
of waters – Southern Appalachian freestone streams.

We have a great diversity of streams and rivers in our immediate area, as was illustrated at the Stream Blitz
last month. However, as many of you know from experience, we are but a wee corner in the world of fly
fishing. Just about wherever you go, you can fish for trout (I learned last year that trout exist in the
mountains of Costa Rica), and there are very few places on Earth where you cannot fly fish for something.
I’ve fished for trout in foreign places a handful of times. Foreign that is, to the S. Appalachians. I took my
fishing gear traveling one time on a fishing/camping trip to Colorado. When traveling with airlines these
days, one must be frugal with what gear goes and what gear stays in the closet. But, there are times when
traveling for reasons other than fly fishing that you will find a half day or so with the perfect opportunity to
get on some ‘foreign’ water.
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This happened the other day with Linda and me. While at a trade show in Portland, Oregon, we received an
in-vitation to stay at a ranch near the legendary Lower Deschutes River. With time to ourselves, but no
fishing gear, we decided to try to get a guide in Maulpin for a float trip. (For those new to fly-fishing, a guide
will usually supply all the gear you need and all you need to do is show up with your clothes on.) Being the
end of
summer and it being the Lower Deschutes, one
day notice was not enough as all guides were
booked. Not to let a guest be disappointed, our
host grabbed from his vacation home, three rods
and three reels and one over the shoulder creel
consisting of 2 fly boxes, 2 spare tapered leaders,
fly dressing, some split shot, and a pair of needle
nose pliers. Our host had a small pocket knife in
his jeans. He wore old hiking boots. Linda and I
were outfitted with our clothes on our bodies and
Teva sandals on our feet. With all that gear between us, we took 4-wheelers on his property to
the edge of a canyon on the White River, and
made a harrowing descent on foot to the canyon
bottom, and caught eager young rainbows until
dusk. Yeah, the wading was tough and without
tippet you make the most of the fly you have. Yet
without access to the floatant, I began stripping
an Adams under the surface (ala a Hornberg) with
great success!
Squeek Smith puts on a very entertaining presentation called “What’s in my vest?”, that plumb
amazes folks with the quantity and diversity of
gear. This was more like “What’s not in my
vest?” The next day we took the advice of the local fly shop, our clothes, and the ‘great load of
gear’ our host loaned us, and drove up into Badger Creek Wilderness in the Mt. Hood National
Forest. We fished Badger Creek which was a
Bradley Creek-like stream full of small rainbows
that lunged at every cast.
The moral of the story is that wherever you travel, you are likely to be near some great fly
fishing, and there may be some opportunities
whether you are with or without gear. It has got
me to thinking that I might purchase a small case
and light gear to have packed specifically for
those “non-fishing” trips. You can never have
enough gear!

Mark Byington
PCTU President
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Aug ust 9 Cha pt er Me et ing
S tream Bli tz

M

ark Byington conducted a “Stream Blitz” at the August
Chapter
meeting The streams covered were the French Broad River Basin including: The Little River in DuPont Forest, the East Fork of the
French Broad River, the
West Fork of the French
Broad River, the North
Fork of the French
Broad River (including
Courthouse Creek), the
upper and lower Davidson River (including
Looking Glass and Avery
Creeks), the South Mills
River and Bradley
Creek, the North Mills
River (including Big and
Fletcher Creeks.
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Calendar of Events—2012

September 4 Board Meeting 6:30 Flat Rock Wood Room
September 13 General Meeting 6:45 Social 7:15 Meeting
Pardee Health Center—Blue Ridge Mall
Hendersonville NC
Presenter Chris Wood, President Trout Unlimited

Chapter Meeting News

O

ut of more than 400 chapters of TU, the Pisgah Chapter
is pleased to have Trout Unlimited President and CEO
Chris Wood as speaker at our meeting on Thursday the

13th.
Before coming to Trout Unlimited in September 2001, Chris
Wood served as the senior policy and communications advisor
to the Chief of the US Forest Service for five years. Chris began
his career as a temporary employee with Forest Service ReChris Wood
search in Idaho and also worked for the Bureau of Land Management and American Rivers, a river conservation group. He is the author and co-author of two books
including, Watershed Restoration: Principles and Practices (AFS 1997) and From Conquest to Conservation: Our Public Land Legacy (Island Press, 1997).
Chris’s talk should be very informative and worthwhile. In addition, the chapter will conduct its annual election of officers, and our usual fellowship, raffle, and chapter news updates. Make sure you
do not miss this chapter meeting!

Snags and Snarls
is published eleven times a year by the Pisgah Chapter of Trout Unlimited, a non - profit organization for its members and supporters. Address comments to:
Snags & Snarls
PO Box 841
Hendersonville NC 28793-0841
E-Mail jimhosk@bellsouth.net The Pisgah Chapter web site is: http://www.pisgahchaptertu.org
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Pisgah Chapter’s Rivercourse Campers

E

ach year the Pisgah Chapter contributes to NCTU Rivercourse Conservation & Fly Fishing
Youth Camp to provide financial assistance to campers who may not otherwise have the opportunity to attend camp. At the same time, the Chapter identifies one to three campers to nominate for
the camp experience. Below are thank-you notes from the two young ladies sponsored by Pisgah
Chapter at the 2012 camp.
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From the Editor

T

he graph below shows the number of visits to our website pisgahchaptertu.org over a
one year period from August 2011 to July 2012.
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nags & Snarls was posted in the evening of July 31, 2012 and the notice sent out early on August 1st.. The graph above shows that 149 people visited our website over
the first 24 hours.
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Work Day Tuesday September 11, 2012.
We are going to try again to hold a chapter work day on Tuesday September 11, 2012 to build a set of stairs at Sycamore Flats.
Hopefully the rains will stay away this time! Please sign-up by emailing Tim Schubmehl at tschubmehl@hotmail.com It will start at
9:00 AM and last approximately 5 hours.
If volunteering please bring work gloves, hammer, shovel or any combination but work
gloves are a must. Also bring a lunch and something to drink. These work days have
been great fun in the past and I am sure this one will be the same. If you do not know
where Sycamore Flats is it is easy to get to. As you enter Pisgah Forest using NC276 it
is the first picnic area on the left, about 1/3 mile after passing Davidson River Outfitters.
Tim Schubmehl

Frustration Pool / Humble Hole
Hanesworth
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I

was recently in the automotive department of Wal-Mart looking for something to “trick out my ride”
when I came across this mirror cover. The material appears to be the same as the now famous “Green
Whopper” only smaller. I call the fly “The Whopper Jr.” If you really want to impress your friends WalMart also carries a steering wheel cover in the same material. jh

From Cleaning Mitt

Size 16 Whopper Jr.

MIKE DIRKS/TIMES-NEWS 25-August-2012
Joe Moore, volunteer instructor with the Pisgah
Center for Wildlife Education, demonstrates a
technique for tying a fly on Saturday during a
Fly Tying for Beginners class at the center. The
center has a variety of fly fishing classes
throughout the year.

Welcome New Members
Jim Czarnezki
Clifford Hyder
Joan McKinney
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Wintergreen Falls

Photo by Hanesworth

Worrisome Trend ?

A

ccording to a recent article in the Asheville Citizen-Times Doug Besler, Mountain Regional fisheries
supervisor with NCWRC stated that there was a worrisome trend among anglers in NC. From the article:

"While the sale of inland and coastal fishing licenses in North Carolina has remained fairly stable over the
past few years, Besler said, in proportion to population growth, they have been declining. There were
734,883 fishing-only inland, coastal and combination licenses sold in the 2010-11 fiscal year, and 748,360
sold in 2011-12, according to the wildlife commission.
'That's worrisome because a lot of people are deciding not to hunt or fish or enjoy the outdoors. A lot of
the population growth is in the urban piedmont, and a lot of it is from people moving here and don't know
where to fish,' Besler said.

Tuck Tales August 2012 TUCKASEIGEE CHAPTER # 373 OF TROUT UNLIMITED
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Pisgah Chapter Directory
President

Mark Byington

864-979-7436

markb@byingtonla.net

Vice President.

Chris Ellis

864-458-6240

chris.ellis@us.michelin.com

Secretary

John Johnson

828-749-1370

johnjohnson153@gmail.com

Treasurer
Past President.
Director

Skip Sheldon
Kiki Matthews
John Kies

828-891-3264
828-696-1599
828-698-5207

shelhalla@bellsouth.net)
kikimatthews@bellsouth.net
johnkies@bellsouth.net

Director

David Pierce

828-891-8991

piercefordp@yahoo.com

Director

Charlie Dotson

828-245-8469

sdotson@bellsouth.net

Director

Joe Moore

828-551-8809

No e-mail

Director

Brandon Apodaca

828-674-5161

brandona52@hotmail.com

Director

John Rich

803-767-9006

cosw@netzero.net

Webmaster

Scott Shafer

828-698-2927

sdshafer1@bellsouth.net

Davidson River
Project Leader

Tim Schubmehl

828-891-5163

tschubmehl@hotmail.com
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Jim Hoskinson

828-891-8440

jimhosk@bellsouth.net

Mentors List
Chapter Members listed below are available to accompany one or
two members who would like to learn more about fly fishing in our
streams. If you are just beginning to fly fish, here’s an opportunity to
get help from some knowledgeable anglers.
Bob Daubert

693-6262

Steve Fromholtz

674-2450*

Dave Maxwell

894-0308

Steve Herring

749-9352

Dale Klug

243-6783

Legend: * weekends only
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