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Presidents Letter  

I  hope you all have had a great time this 

spring fishing our fantastic trout 

streams. I heard it was a great spring, but 

career and community kept me on the 

sidelines for the most part. Oh well, may-

be next year. I am however, taking a min-

iature sabbatical with Linda on a southern 

Caribbean isle where I’ll study much dif-

ferent fish from a much different angle.  

 

In Western NC though, it is coming up 

on summer and the 

weather is getting hotter and the trout don’t like it. As most of you know trout are 

coldwater creatures, and get really stressed when the temperatures soar. This is because 

warm water holds a lot less oxygen than cold water. Add to that summer droughts that 
cause less water in the streams and the trout just about choke! And then we catch and re-

lease fly fisher-persons come and entice one of these belabored game to take our fly and 

run, while we mindfully play the poor sap into a shallow pool and release the fish with a 

clear conscience. Talk about stress! Well we all know stress can kill. 

 

The good news is that summer fly fishing doesn't have to be on trout streams. As we know from past 

presentations at our chapter meetings, an outstanding alternative to fly fishing for trout, is fly fishing for 

smallmouth bass. Linda and I took our first float trip for bronzebacks last summer on the French Broad just 

downstream from downtown Asheville. It was a blast! 

 

The point is, we have tremendous smallmouth bass fisheries all around us, and the fishing peaks in summer 

just in time to take the pressure off our local trout populations. Smallmouth Bass are cool water species and 

thrive in the foothills and piedmont of the Carolinas and Virginia. Many have heard of famous smallmouth 

rivers such as the New River, and there are also impressive fisheries on the Yadkin, Watauga, and French 

Broad, however, the Green and Broad Rivers in NC and more significantly the Broad, Pacolet and Tyger in 

SC are also very productive. This link will highlight that diversity: 

http://www.ncwildlife.org/Portals/0/Fishing/documents/Smallmouth_bass_pamphlet.pdf  

 

Our next chapter meeting is on the June 14th and it is one meeting you do not want to miss. Kevin Howell 

of Davidson River Outfitters will give a presentation on smallmouth fishing in our area. Even more, Kevin 

will also speak about the history of our chapter and fly fishing in our region from a familial perspective. 

Come early to get a good seat! 

Mark Byington 

Snags & Snarls 

Pisgah Chapter Trout Unlimited 

http://www.ncwildlife.org/Portals/0/Fishing/documents/Smallmouth_bass_pamphlet.pdf
http://troutunlimitedblog.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/slpp_img2.jpg
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From The Edi tor  

A s most of you are aware Trout Unlimited sponsors a TV program  On the Rise, now in its fourth season on 

Sportsman Channel.   As my unscientific poll at the last meeting reveled very few people saw the Ashe-

ville, NC episode.  I have enclosed photos  of host Jeff Fiebelkom and Pisgah Chapter member Dale Klug as they 

fish in western North Carolina.  This month’s article is only half of the program.  Next month will be the North 

Mills River and Appalachian Brook Trout. 

May 2012 Meeting   

Than Axtell talked about Fly Fishing  the French 

Broad Headwaters (North Fork, West Fork, and East 

Fork,.) 

http://www.mmsend6.com/link.cfm?r=830704601&sid=18361975&m=1892687&u=TROUT&j=9719882&s=http://www.tu.org
http://www.thesportsmanchannel.com/


Snags and Snarls       June, 2012      Page 3 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

June Chapter Meeting 
June 14, 2012 Pardee Health Center—Blue Ridge Mall,  

Hendersonville, NC 

 

Presenter—Kevin Howell, Owner, Guide—Davidson River Outfitters 

Topic: Fly fishing for smallmouth bass —  selecting and rigging gear —  best 

flies for bass, and where to bass fish in our area.  
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Delayed Harvest Stocking—Green River 

4 May 2012 

T he 4 MAY 2012 Delayed Harvest stocking of the Green River came off 

without a hitch. The weather was pleasant and we had a good turnout 

of volunteers. Approximately 900 lbs of Trout were stocked in various loca-

tions along the river. 

Attached are some pictures of the folks who participated in the Green Riv-

er Delayed Harvest Stocking  

Attendees: 

Ken Brady (Leader/Coordinator), Charlie Dotson (Managed the execution of "The Bucket 

List"), Mike Dennis (provided muffins for the group), Jeff Fleck, Gene Conley,  Joe DeMi-

chael, Ray Cole, Jerry Cole, Ruby Drew (One of our Fly Fishing School students), Buddy 

Kiumura,  Norris McDowell, Darrin Cronan, Robert Stepp, Shirley Johnson, and  

John Johnson 
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If this guy doesn't catch a trout, then he needs to get another hobby 

Ruby Drew, one of our Fly Fishing school students,  

tossing some trout 
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Little River Stocking 

May1, 2012 

The last spring stocking of the year for the Little River in the DuPont State Recreational Forest 

took place on a bright sunny morning with rising temperatures. However, by the time we were 

finished the temperature felt as if it was in the mid 80s F and we were profusely sweating.  

Where did this spring go? 

 

We had a great turn out of volunteers at ten individuals.  No one felt over worked, as was the 

case with the April stocking when we had only 5 volunteers and everyone enjoyed the stocking 

and the beauty of the forest.  The following individuals were present for the stocking:  Eric Folk, DuPont State Recre-

ational Forest Ranger; Ken Gabel, Setzer Fish Hatchery; and our chapter members John Kocinski, Irv Lanquist, Bill 

Wearmouth, Tim Schubmehl, Dick Millonzi, Ken Voltz, E.J. Oleksiak, Peter Greko, Bob Huey and Jack Soyak. 

 

Several of our volunteers saw the pictures of the “funnels” used to fill the transfer buckets with fish during the Green 

River stocking in the April edition of the Snags and Snarls.  Bob Huey set to work and provided us with two of these 

“funnels” and they worked great in preventing fish from escaping during the transfer. Thank you Bob for these great 

improvements! 

 

The Hatchery delivered approximately 785 fish with an individual average weight of 0.50 pounds.  Brooks made up 

40% of the total, 20% were Browns and 40% were Rainbows.  The river water temperature has risen to 55.3 F from 

last month’s temperature of 51.8 F. 

 

New volunteers are always welcome and we need about 8 volunteers to make each stocking a fun and enjoya-

ble event.  Please consider volunteering by contacting Jack Soyak at jsoyak@morrisbb.net or by telephone at 

692-5007.  E-mails are sent out to volunteers approximately 2 weeks prior to each stocking event asking who is 

available to participate. 

 

I would like to thank DuPont State Recreational Forest for providing the means to transport the fish along the 

river trails and a forest ranger for driving the vehicle.  It would be a near impossible task to carry the buckets 

of fish to the remote stocking points without their trusty vehicles. 

 

I would also like to state that there are only 8 North Carolina Forest Rangers assigned to the DuPont State 

Recreational Forest and the adjoining Homes Educational State Forest.  Of this total, 4 are educational rang-

ers, 1 maintenance supervisor, 1 forest fire equipment operator, and 2 foresters. They all are qualified as wild-

fire fighters and have specialized jobs on incidents such as information officers, wilderness first responders, 

helicopter base managers, division supervisors, search and rescue technicians and incident commanders.   

They are on call to support wildfire incidents anywhere in the United States. It is not uncommon for them to 

have 30 – 40 medical and search/rescue missions in any given year.  These are extremely dedicated state em-

ployees as evidenced by the amount of “compensation time” they accumulate during the year.  I was talking to 

Mr. David Brown, DuPont Forest Service Supervisor, the other day and he has already accumulated 600 hours 

of “compensation time” for this year.  What else can you say but recognize that these individuals are extremely 

dedicated employees and deserve a sincere Thank You when you see them! 

mailto:jsoyak@morrisbb.net
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Little River Stocking    continued 
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< Funnel 
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May 5, 2012   Kids Fishing Day @ Stu Cohen’s Pond 
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This week’s episode of On The Rise  (5/1/2012) takes viewers to the picturesque 

town of Asheville, North Carolina.  Host Jeff Fiebelkorn  meets up with TU 

staffer  Damon Hearne who shows him some of the hot fishing spots in the ar-

ea...  Later, Pisgah’ Chapter’s Dale Klug takes Jeff to Big Rock Creek near 

Bakersville in Mitchell County for some rainbow trout fishing.  

One of the last strongholds of the Appalachian brook trout 

is the Rocky Fork in Tennessee.  

Wild rainbow up here—huh? 

The Rocky Broad is loaded (with Rainbows) 

Really colorful 
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Jeff Fiebelkorn:  “Dale Klug is the North 

Carolina Trout Unlimited Council Chair 

and the man with a plan for Tar Heel 

Trout 

Jeff:  “Dale takes me to a stretch on Big Rock 

Creek , one of North Carolina’s secret gems.”  

Jeff: We’re not finding any brookies I’m not 

complaining this stream  rife with chunky 

‘bows”. 

My search for the elusive Southern Appalachian 

brook trout is temporally on hold as Dale Klug and 

big rainbows definitely have my attention.  
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OUR VISION 

Pursue a future where healthy populations of native and wild cold water fish thrive in the Western North Caro-

lina region for following generations to enjoy. 

OUR MISSION 

Conserve, protect and restore cold water fisheries and their watersheds in the Western North Carolina region. 

Dale: “There’s a nice one.  He took 

the San Juan didn’t he?” 

Dale: “Upwards of 17-18in.” 

Jeff: “That’s what I’m talking about—North Caroli-

na.” 

Dale takes me upstream to one of his favorite 

pools. 
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The N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission has 

announced that Leah Johnson's 20-pound and 3-

ounce rainbow trout has been certified as the 

new North Carolina State Freshwater Fishing 

Record. 

Johnson, of Sapphire, landed the huge trout on 

January 28, 2006 from the Horsepasture River in 

Jackson County. Johnson caught her record-

breaking rainbow, which measured 34½ inches in 

length and 23½ inches in girth, using a Rapala 

lure on a Shakespeare Microspin rod with a Wally 

Marshall reel.  

The fish was weighed on certified scales at Ingles 

in Brevard and verified by Powell Wheeler, a fish-

eries biologist with the Commission.  

The North Carolina State Record Brook Trout is 

7 pounds, 7 ounces caught in the Raven Fork 

River on May 15, 1980. The angler was G.L. Marshall, Jr.  He caught the fish on a Rooster Tail lure. 

 

 

The North Carolina State Record for Brown Trout is 24 pounds 10 ounces caught in the Nantahala  

on April 17, 1998. The angler was Robert Lee Dyer. He caught the fish on a #11 Rapala. 

 

The following information is from Tuck Tales, newsletter of the Tuckaseigee Chapter  #373. —May 2006 .     

jh 

North Carol ina  State  Record  Trout  
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Reference Phone Numbers 

NC Wildlife Violations     800-662-7137  

NC Wildlife Resource Comm. - Doug Bessler828-659-8684 

Fish Biologist - Lorie Stroup   828-877-3265 ext 219 

Fish Hatchery Kiosk - John Johnson    johnjohnson153@gmail.com 

Water discharges on the Green River              800-829-5253 

Or http://www.duke-energy.com/lakes/scheduledflow-releases.asp  

(TUXEDO) 

Water discharges on the Nantahala River & Tuckasegee River       866-

332-5253                                                                              

 National Trout Unlimited  www.tu.org 

Pisgah Chapter Trout Unlimited   www.pisgahchaptertu.org 

Welcome New Members 

Robert Hudson 

James Liebzeit 

Mentors List  
Chapter Members listed below are available to 

accompany one or two members who would like to 

learn more about fly fishing in our streams. If you 

are just beginning to fly fish, here’s an opportunity 

to get help from some knowledgeable anglers.          

       Bob Daubert                    693-6262 

                      Steve Fromholtz                674-2450* 

                      Dave Maxwell                   894-0308 

                      Steve Herring                   749-9352 

                      Dale Klug                         243-6783 

                        Legend:   * weekends only   

Snags and Snarls  
is published eleven times a year by the Pis-
gah Chapter of Trout Unlimited, a non - 
profit organization for its members and sup-
porters. 
Address comments to: 

Snags & Snarls 

PO Box 841 

Hendersonville NC 28793-

0841  

E-Mail  jimhosk@bellsouth.net 

The Pisgah Chapter web site is: 

http://www.pisgahchaptertu.org 

 

Calendar of Events—2012 

May 29  Board Meeting 6:30  Flat Rock Wood Room 

June 14   General Meeting 6:45 Social 7:15 Meeting 

New Location—Flat Rock Wood Room, Greenville Highway 

mailto:john.johnson153@gmail.com
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  President 

Mark Byington 

864-979-7436       

markb@byingtonla.net 

 Director  

   Mike Dennis   

828-891-7219                     

ffmd48@yahoo.com 

 Vice President.  

   Chris Ellis  

864-458-6240 

6chris.ellis@us.michelin.com 

         Director    

Charlie Dotson 

     828-245-8469  

sdotson@bellsouth.net 

         Secretary    

    John Johnson  

     828-749-1370  

john.johnson153@gmail.com 

         Director    

Joe Moore 

      828-551-8809  

no   e-mail 

 Treasurer 

Skip Sheldon  

828-891-3264 

(shelhalla@bellsouth.net) 

           Director     

   Brandon Apodaca  

     828-674-5161  

bran-

dona52@hotmail.com 

 Past President..      

Kiki Matthews  

828-696-1599 

kikimathews@bellsouth.net 

           Director     

        John Rich  

803-767-9006 

cosw@netzero.net 

      

             Director   

           John Kies   

        828-698-5207  

  ohnkies@bellsouth.net 

 

   Webmaster          

  Scott Shafer  

828-698-2927  

sdshafer1@bellsouth.net 

 Director               

      David Pierce   

      828-891-8991  

piercefordp@yahoo.com 

    Davidson River  

    Project Leader 

    Tim Schubmehl 

      828-891-5163  

 tschubmehl@hotmail.com 

  

     Snags & Snarls  

    Jim Hoskinson       

    828-891-8440  

jimhosk@bellsouth.net  

  

Pisgah Chapter Directory 
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