Snags & Snarls
Pisgah Chapter Trout Unlimited

APRIL FOOL

P r e s i d e nt s L e t t e r

T

he Pisgah Chapter of Trout Unlimited is a coldwater conservation organization. We are proud of what
we do, and how we do it! We do it (coldwater conservation) in many ways. We do it with money, material donations, and volunteer power. Through our efforts and funding we help purchase land and negotiate
conservation easements, effect legislation, educate the public, install protective and restorative riparian
measures, and work in many ways to help educate youth - our future conservation leaders. We build our
member base and forge bonds with allied organizations to create strength in numbers. While our chapter
does it very well for our size, I kind of think we can do it more.
We assume that if you are reading this and perhaps are a member of Trout Unlimited, you are a coldwater
conservationist too. How do you do it? Can you do it more? I know that since I have become active in
PCTU, I have been doing it more. However, I also know that for various reasons many of you do not have
the ability to carve out the time for chapter meetings and activities. Some can and do give monetary and material donations which are much appreciated. However, there are many other ways to do it.
Coldwater conservation happens not only by the actions of a few groups such as PCTU, but by the collective individual actions of the many. Whether it is being a stream or river keeper, protecting against pollution
and sedimentation, notifying government officials about open violations of environmental laws, contacting
your legislative representative on conservation issues, voting for coldwater conservation champions, teaching you children, teaching your neighbors, or teaching your spouse. There are many ways to do it! These
collective actions can change the ways communities and regions think about and value their waterways.
So whether you are one to join our happy group of doers, or a more solitary action figure, there is not a
more critical time than now. So just do it!
No fooling,

Mark Byington
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March Meeting 2012
Jeff Curtis of Curtis-Wright
Outfitters talks about fishing
Delayed Harvest waters in
WNC

Jeff Mathews won the Al Rogers box of flies.
Al's great donation brought in $52.00 at the
March Meeting
Come on guys get your wives to give you
more money next month!
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UPCOMING EVENTS
April Chapter Meeting
April 12, 2012 Pardee Health Center—Blue Ridge Mall,
Hendersonville, NC
Presenter—Starr Nolan
Brookside Guides, Asheville, NC
Topic: Casting for Recovery
CRF—Provide fly fishing retreats and ongoing support for women
who are breast cancer survivors.
Don’t miss the April 2012 Chapter Meeting which will feature Starr Nolan as its main speaker. Many of you
know Starr as an accomplished guide and fly fishing instructor in Western North Carolina for over 10 years.
She has donated her instructional skills to not only CFR, but to Rivercourse and Being An Outdoor Woman
programs as well. Back in 2008, Starr was featured on ESPN2’S “Rods and Wheels” angling program. Most
recently, Starr is serving as the Regional Program for Casting for Recovery in the Southeast region. Please
make sure to join us on Thursday, April 12th at 6:45 pm for what promises to be a terrific program.

A Program with a Cause: Casting For Recovery

C

asting for Recovery is a unique program founded in 1996 in Manchester, Vermont. It was the idea of a breast
caner reconstructive surgeon and professional fly fisher.

CFR is a truly innovative healing program founded on the basic principle that nature itself provides a very healing
environment for many in need. This program enables cancer survivors to have one weekend free from expenses
and stress to truly experience something new and challenging; all while being in beautiful surroundings.
Not only are they fun, these CFR retreats combine opportunities for participants to meet new friends; exchange information and education; but receive counseling if desired. This unusual program empowers its attendees to better
meet and cope with the challenges associated with dealing with breast cancer.
PCTU has been actively involved with Casting for Recovery for a number of years by providing volunteers for the
retreats to serve as fly fishing instructors and / or river helpers. This year CFR is hosting two separate 2-1/2 day
retreats for 14 students at the Lake Logan Center on May 11-13 and October 19-21.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

continued

Kids In The Creek
Rugby Middle School—picnic area North Mills River
April 3, 4, & 5. Volunteers arrive @ 8:30
Apple Valley Middle School—Clear Creek
April 24, 25, & 26.Volunteers meet in school parking lot @
8:30
Questions—Contact Dave Pierce 891-8991,
piercefordp@yahoo.com

UPCOMING EVENTS continued
Fly Fishing School 2012
April 28, 2012 Harmon Field, Tryon

We need volunteers in the following areas:
Casting Instructors
Instruction Aides
Mentors—1/2 day Fishing
For more information, visit our website at
www.pisgahchaptertu.org . If you are willing to
help, please contact me at either brandona52@hotmail.com or (828) 674-5161

OUR VISION
Pursue a future where healthy populations of native and wild cold water fish thrive in the Western North Carolina region for following generations to enjoy.

OUR MISSION
Conserve, protect and restore cold water fisheries and their watersheds in the Western North
Carolina region.
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Proposal for Installing Staircase
At Sycamore Flats
Thursday April 26th at 9:00 AM with the following Thursday the 3rd as a weather backup day.

Purpose:
The purpose of this proposal is to request funding from the Pisgah Chapter of Trout Unlimited to install a staircase at Sycamore Flats. Two locations have been identified on the North side of the picnic area where there are
openings in the existing fence. Both show substantial use and could become dangerous without attention. One
location will be addressed in this proposal the second location could be a follow-up project.
Design:
Staircase construction is based upon previous design/projects that have been approved by USFS. The design is
based upon 4’ x 3’ step boxes constructed of 4” x 6” pressure treated lumber. 4” x 6” lumber has overlapping
notches with (2) galvanized spikes at each joint. Each box is filled with crusher run gravel and wire mesh for reinforcing and is anchored to existing soil with (4) #4 rebar x 2’long. A 34” high handrail is constructed of 4” x 4”
posts with 2” x 6” handrail and 2” x 4” mid rail. Posts are lagged to side of step boxes. All surfaces should be
checked for rough edges/splinters and sanded where needed.
For this project we are looking at approximately a 16 ft run with a 6 ft rise. This will require (13) boxes and 17 ft
of handrail on one side of staircase utilizing (3) posts. (Sketch is available). Note: (3) boxes are on hand, leftover
from previous projects
Tim Schubmehl
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Proposal for Installing Line Recycling Containers
Davidson River & North Mills River Locations
No Date Has Been Set for The Line Recycling Container Project

Purpose:
The purpose of this proposal is to request funding from the Pisgah Chapter of Trout Unlimited to install Fishing
Line Recycling Containers along stretches of the Davidson and North Mills Rivers. The original request was originated July 7th, 2011 by Lorie Stroup the Fisheries Biologist at Pisgah National Forest. She had been observing more
balls of line along fishing corridors and would like to start a recycling program that would include not only the Davidson and North Mills but in the future, South Toe, Curtis Creek and others. Initially she would like to start with
two locations as a pilot program. Specific locations: Davidson River: (2) at Sycamore Flats, (2) at the Hatchery, (1)
at the Art Loeb Trail head parking (at Davidson River Campground bridge and (1) at Coontree picnic area. North
Mills: (1) at lower parking lot where accessible fishing pier is located and (1) at campground road bridge, perhaps
(1) more towards Trace ridge Trailhead, for a total of (9) containers. It is my understanding that this may be the first
time line recycling has been attempted on Western North Carolina Trout Streams.
See http://www.ncwildlife.org/News/NewsArticle/tabid/416/IndexId/5324/Default.aspx for programs being implemented in other parts of North Carolina.
Lories’ original intent was to help share the material costs with TU. Unfortunately, due to federal spending cutbacks
she no longer has funds available for this type of project work. However; she can provide labor and equipment
where needed. We may also be able to take advantage of a small contractor’s discount she holds.
Containers:
The design is quite simple with plans being provided on-line by the North
Carolina Wildlife Federation. Essentially it is a 2 foot long -6” diameter
PVC pipe with fittings glued to each end (4) pieces in all. Assembly is then
attached to a wooden post or whatever might be available near the site. Labels provided by NC Wildlife are applied with instructions to fishermen.
See www.ncwf.org/recycle/ for more details.
Tim Schubmehl

Snags and Snarls
is published eleven times a year by the Pisgah Chapter
of Trout Unlimited, a non - profit organization for its
members and supporters.
Address comments to:
Snags & Snarls
PO Box 841
Hendersonville NC 28793-0841
E-Mail jimhosk@bellsouth.net
The Pisgah Chapter web site is:
http://www.pisgahchaptertu.org
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Little River Stocking
March 2, 2012
The first stocking of the year for the Little River in the DuPont State Recreational Forest took place in a light rain but did not dampen the spirits of our volunteers. We had a
great volunteer turn out for the stocking and everything started as planned with plenty
of buckets at the ready to transfer the trout and with new reflective safety vests. The
vests were deemed necessary when offloading the Setzer Fish Hatchery truck on the
side of Staton Road due to traffic hazards. During last November’s stocking, a logging
truck came rumbling down the road greatly in excess of the posted 45 mph speed limit
with oncoming traffic in the opposite lane leaving very little space between the logging
truck and the hatchery truck.
The following individuals were present for the stocking: Steve Pace, DuPont State Recreational Forest
Ranger; Grahm Laying, Setzer Fish Hatchery; and our chapter members John Kocinski, Irv Lanquist, Bill
Wearmouth, Tim Schubmehl, Ken Voltz, Dick Millonzi, E.J. Oleksiak and Jack Soyak. Now I will say, it
was somewhat disorganized due to the light rain, the hatchery truck arriving late and the absence of Eric
Folk, the normal forest ranger who escorts the stocking team. Eric had a good excuse since his wife, Molly,
gave birth to their first child on February 21st. The new arrival was a girl who they named Natalie
Kathryn. I understand that both Eric and Molly are a bit sleep deprived trying to adjust to their new family addition.
The Hatchery delivered approximately 785 fish with an average weight of 0.46 pounds each. Brooks made
up 40% of the total, 20% were Browns and 40% were Rainbows. I don’t know what type of fish food the
hatchery had been using but these fish were hyperactive and didn’t want anything to do with the transfer
net or buckets. Loading the buckets and keeping their lids on was an ordeal and when the buckets were
opened many just leaped out onto the riverbank or directly into the river. Once in the water, they took off
at a rapid speed apparently liking the idea of being free! The river water temperature may have also been
to their liking at 48.2 F.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our dedicated volunteers who turned out to stock the
Little River. New volunteers are always welcome since we seem to loose several volunteers over the year and
replacements are always welcome. I would also like to thank DuPont State Recreational Forest for providing the means to transport the fish along the river trails and a forest ranger for driving the vehicle. It
would be a near impossible task to carry the buckets of fish to the remote stocking points without their
trusty vehicles.
Jack Soyak
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Little River Stocking
March 2, 2012

Snags and Snarls

continued

April 2012

Page 8

Green River Stocking
March 2, 2012
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Davidson River Road Cleanup
March 22, 2012
Early spring weather was kind to us and we stayed warm and dry. Good turnout with (10) attending including two new members "Bob & Diane Huey". We collected (11) bags of trash, most notable items were a
complete glass sunroof and headlight assembly. As before Bracken Mountain Bakery in Brevard provided
scones with complimentary coffee. Next cleanup is planned for June 21st, we will probably start at 9:00 AM
to beat the heat. Names of members that helped: Jack Soyak, John Barsotti, Bob Daubert, Diane Huey, Bob
Huey, John Johnson, Norris McDowell, Ken Voltz and Skip Sheldon.
Tim Schubmehl
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I have a Murray’s Mountain Trout Rod for sale. 7’0”, 3 pc., 3 wt. This is a new rod, unused, with aluminum case and with full lifetime warranty from Scott Rod Company. Cost new is $735; for sale
@$500.
Jeff Mathews

jandjmathews@gmail.com

Jeff Mathews caught this brown trout recently on the Davidson River. (Yes, the same
Jeff Mathews who won the fly box.) Some people have all the luck.
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Spring Creek—New Delayed Harvest Water in Hot Springs

O

n March 15, 2012 Mike Hanesworth, John Barsotti, Norris McDowell and I went to investigate the new DH
waters in Madison County. We stopped for breakfast at Mom’s Restaurant, an old stop when we fished the
Sheldon Laurel on a regular basis. Times have changed in the old days $5.00 would buy a full breakfast—now its
$10. As we arrived in Hot Springs it seemed that everyone in town knew that four strangers were driving around.
The first person to stop us was working on a construction project. After finding out where we were from and what
we were doing there, he said that we could fish his property and gave us the combination to the lock on his gate. We
checked his spot out and kept looking. Almost immediately after we parked the car at our next spot, a man, woman
and dog came to check us out. We passed their inspection as well and they suggested that we fish the water at the
house next door (which they also owned). Mike and I pulled up chairs to eat lunch and watch the excitement. The
fish were very co-operative almost like they had just been stocked, or more likely that no one had fished there since
the stocking. Hot Springs is probably a busy place in the summertime with rafters, tourists and hikers from the Appalachian Trail but on a weekday in March—not so much. If you’re tired of fishing crowded streams—head to Hot
Springs, you’ll be pleasantly surprised. jh

These steps appear to have been built to allow angler access.
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Spring Creek—New Delayed Harvest Water in Hot Springs
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continued

Photo of a nice Brownie I caught on the Green last Tuesday (March 6). We had a great
day of fishing. I stopped counting them after 45 fish landed. The other fellows on the trip
also caught massive numbers of fish. Wednesday was a good day as well but they were a
little more educated to the hook so we had to do a lot of change up and work a little bit
harder
Gene Conley

2012 Stocking Schedule

April

May

Green River

4

4

Little River

2

1

North Mills River

4

4

East Fork—French Broad

3

4

Shelton Laurel / Big Laurel

2

1

West Fork—Pigeon

4

3

Nantahala

3

3

5&9

2&3

Tuckasegee
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Calendar of Events—2012
April 3 Board Meeting 6:30 Flat Rock Wood Room
April 12 General Meeting 6:45 Social 7:15 Meeting
April 28 Fly Fishing School Harmon Field, Tryon
New Location—Flat Rock Wood Room, Greenville Highway

Pisgah Chapter Directory
President

Mark Byington

864-979-7436

markb@byingtonla.net

Vice President.

Chris Ellis

864-458-6240

chris.ellis@us.michelin.com

Secretary

John Johnson

828-749-1370

johnjohnson153@gmail.com

Treasurer

Skip Sheldon

828-891-3264

shelhalla@bellsouth.net)

Past President.
Director

Kiki Matthews
John Kies

828-696-1599

kikimatthews@bellsouth.net

828-698-5207

johnkies@bellsouth.net

Director

David Pierce

828-891-8991

piercefordp@yahoo.com

Director

Charlie Dotson

828-245-8469

sdotson@bellsouth.net

Director

Joe Moore

828-551-8809

No e-mail

Director

Brandon Apodaca

828-674-5161

brandona52@hotmail.com

Webmaster

Scott Shafer

828-698-2927

sdshafer1@bellsouth.net

Davidson River Project Leader

Tim Schubmehl

828-891-5163

tschubmehl@hotmail.com
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Jim Hoskinson

828-891-8440

jimhosk@bellsouth.net

Reference Phone Numbers
NC Wildlife Violations

Mentors List

800-662-7137

NC Wildlife Resource Comm. - Doug Bessler828-659-8684
Fish Biologist - Lorie Stroup 828-877-3265 ext 219
Fish Hatchery Kiosk - John Johnson johnjohnson153@gmail.com
Water discharges on the Green River

Chapter Members listed below are available to accompany
one or two members who would like to learn more about fly
fishing in our streams. If you are just beginning to fly fish,
here’s an opportunity to get help from some knowledgeable
anglers.
Bob Daubert
693-6262

800-829-5253

Steve Fromholtz

Or http://www.duke-energy.com/lakes/scheduledflow-releases.asp (TUXEDO)
Water discharges on the Nantahala River & Tuckasegee River

866-332-5253

National Trout Unlimited www.tu.org
Pisgah Chapter Trout Unlimited www.pisgahchaptertu.org
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Dave Maxwell

894-0308

Steve Herring

749-9352

Dale Klug

243-6783

Legend: * weekends only
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674-2450*
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