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HO! HO! HO! 

P lease enjoy this gift of 

a special December 

edition of Snags and Snarls, 

courtesy of PCTU’s 

newsletter editor and 

seasonal elf, Jim Hoskinson. I hope 

everyone has had an opportunity to 

enjoy all of the 2011 Snags and Snarls. I 

personally find there is much to garner 

from the updates and feature stories 

and feel it is a great communication 

tool. I hope you all will take the 

opportunity to steer new folks to our 

website and our newsletter whenever 

possible. 

As winter’s chill has bitten our region,  

P res ide n t ’s  Me ss age  

Pisgah Chapter Trout Unlimited December 2011 

Snags & Snarls 

I will remind you that at our January 

12th Chapter meeting we will have a 

timely educational session, as Brandon 

Apodaca and Joe Moore will speak 

about Winter Fly Fishing Tactics. This 

meeting is not to be missed if you 

want to make the most of the winter 

beauty of our Southern Appalachian 

Mountains. 

Finally, I hope that everyone has a 

healthy and peaceful holiday season. 

Let us all make the most of our gifts 

to make 2012 a banner year for 

coldwater conservation in our region. 

And while we are at it, let’s have a 

blast catching fish! 

Cheers! 

Mark Byington 

GREEN RIVER STOCKING 

LITTLE RIVER STOCKING 

Pi

Yellowstone Fishing  

Trip 2011- Part 2 

Fly of the Month 

Sham-Wow Worm 

Fishing with Joey 

2011 Fly Fishing Expo 
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Welcome New Members 

Jeremy Clayton 

Jerry Cole 

Paul Cole 

Jamie Davidson 

Walter Hendrix 

Owen Schultz 

F or the second year in a row we are publishing a December Issue of Snags & Snarls.  Years ago 

the newsletter was used as a method of notifying members of upcoming meetings as well as 

other chapter information.  Since there was no December meeting there was no December Snags & 

Snarls.  With today’s technology we can notify our members of upcoming meetings quickly with e-

mail.   

The newsletter today is used to record happenings of the month before.  In this case we had a Green River stocking, 

a Little River stocking, a road clean-up, a Fly Fishing Expo, and a November meeting.  We also have interesting 

articles again this month. 

My problem, as editor of S&S, is that nothing happens in December.  This is where you, the members, come in.  We 

need you to send in an article, however brief, of something you would like to share.  A good example is the article 

by Dave Maxwell on page 14, or the photo of Dave Bender with another big brown (below).  The rumor on Dave’s 

fish is that it was caught in a Western North Carolina stream on a big woolly bugger that he found in a tree!. 

Now that you know that we have big trout in our waters you need to read the article Fall is Streamer Season so that 

you can send in a photo of a big fish. 

Our website pisgahchaptertu.org  continues to be quite active.  Visitors to our website were: July—335, August—

374, September—449, October—589, and November  - 397. 

 Happy Holidays  and all the best in 2012. 

Jim Hoskinson 

From The Edi tor  
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David Peralta with The Charleston Angler was our November speaker 

Bill Strickland of the Davidson River Outfitters is looking for judges for upcoming fishing tournaments 

Jack Frisch ties the 

Crazy Charlie 

NOVEMBER 10, 2011 Pisgah Chapter Trout Unlimited Meeting 
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I t was our pleasure to come up to North Carolina 
to meet all of the great people in your Chapter. I 

wish that we had more time to speak with each of 
them individually. You guys live in a really pretty 
part of the world and I am glad that you had invited 

us up there to share it with you. I felt that it was a real honor to stand in the river with Joe…I learned a lot 
from him and I can not adequately express how thankful we are of the time that he took to fish with us. You 
were right about the fishing up there being addictive and 
you can bet that we will be making plans soon and we will 
let you know when we figure out details..maybe a spring 
trip?  In the mean time, I would like to make sure that we 
continue to work together for the benefit of both of our or-
ganizations. Please feel free to send me any information 
that you guys would like us to spread around down here. 
Our blog gets quite a bit of traffic and we can post info for 
you. Looking forward to hearing from you guys soon. 

Your friends, 

David, Chris and Bart 

Fishing with Joey 

O n Friday, November 11, 2011 David, Bart and Chris of Charleston Angler were treated 

to a day of fishing on the Davidson River with Joe Moore.  Arrival time was around 

10:00;. After gearing up, Joey took them downstream to the flat water.  On the way they 

stopped at the “broke ankle pool”.  They were surprised at the number of fish and the size.  

Joe tied a size 14 “Joey Egg” on top and a size 22 red or black midge as the dropper – no indi-

cator or split shot.  As the Joey Egg took on water it would act as an underwater indicator.  He 

told them “watch the fly”. “The fish will suck the fly in and spit it right out, so pay attention”.  

Again everyone was surprised at the size and quantity of the fish swimming around.  Bart caught 2 or 3 but could 

have caught a lot more.  David caught 4 but should have caught about 15 by his own admission if he had been 

quicker setting the hook. Chris eventually caught a fish at the “Humble Hole”.   
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Davidson River Road Cleanup  

November 15,2011 

W e had our Road Clean Up despite the weather predictions of rain and wind. Mother nature was good to us and 

left us dry with temperatures approaching 70 degrees! We were able to collect (7) bags of trash, although the 

heavy leaf cover made it difficult to spot everything. The ever present blue Bud-Lite cans showed themselves quite 

well though. Scones were provided by: Bracken Mountain Bakery in Brevard, they also provided complimentary cof-

fee. Please plan on coming to our next pickup in early Spring. Following are the names of the members that helped: 

Skip Sheldon, John Johnson, Jack Soyak, Mike Hanesworth, Ross Fox and Norris McDowell. 

  

Tim Schubmehl.  

Fishing with Joey  continued 
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2011 Fly Fishing Expo 

The 3rd Annual WNC Fly Fishing 

Expo kicked off on Nov. 5 at the 

WNC Agricultural Center and for 

the third year Pisgah Chapter 

Trout Unlimited had a booth.  
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Little River Stocking - November 2, 2011 

T his was a very different stocking experience.  Everybody met at the Hooker Falls parking lot at the DuPont 

State Recreational Forest on time and ready to work.  The Setzer Fish Hatchery truck was a bit late but we 

stocked the lower stretch of the Little River with no difficulty.  While driving in my personal car from Hooker 

Falls parking area to the High Falls parking area on Staton Road, I first noticed that the “Big Dipper’s” (Bill Wear-

mouth’s) expensive woolen hat on the side of the road and further up the road two of our five gallon buckets 

were in the center of the road.  The only thing one could do at this point was stop in the roadway, put on the 

hazard lights and get out and collect the buckets which were a hazard to traffic.  This wouldn’t have been a big 

deal except for the logging trucks coming down the hill at speeds much in excess of the posted limited and blow-

ing their horns for the right of way.  The experience was one I hope to forget! 

 

It was interesting to note how the water flow fluctuates in the Little River from month to month and the flow was 

seriously down due to the lack of rain. The water temperature had dropped to 41 F from its temperature last 

month of 50.9 F. 

 

The following individuals were present for the stocking:  Eric Folk, DuPont State Recreational Forest Ranger; Kev-
in Gabel, Setzer Fish Hatchery; and our chapter members Irv Lanquist, Bill Wearmouth, Ken Voltz, Dick Millonzi 

and Jack Soyak.  We had a new volunteer to join the stocking team who was Herb Bateman a longtime member of 

the Pisgah Chapter who is a young 83 years of age.  Also, J. C. Story III, N.C. Wildlife Enforcement Officer, ap-

peared at the Hooker Falls parking area and reviewed our stocking work.  New volunteers are always welcome 

since we seem to loose several volunteers over the year and replacements are always needed. 

 

The Hatchery delivered 317 pounds of trout that equaled approximately 785 fish with an average weight of 0.40 

pounds each.  Brooks made up 40% of the total, 20% were Browns and 40% were Rainbows.   There were a num-

ber of great looking large Rainbows released into the Little River. 

 

To add to the day’s confusion, The North Carolina Helo Aquatic Rescue Team coordinated by North Carolina 

Emergency Management in conjunction with the North Carolina National Guard and a number of other service 

organizations were conducting wilderness rescue training in the DuPont State Recreational Forest.  Three 

"volunteer survivors" were stranded on a rock near High Falls as a Black Hawk helicopter hovered overhead, 

spraying cold water from the waterfall in every direction. The prop wash from the helicopter’s rotors was signifi-

cant but this time our volunteers kept our empty buckets from going airborne.  Two years ago we lost two buck-

ets as they were last seen gracefully flying across the Little River into a heavily forested area. 

 

This was the first time I have personally witnesses such a rescue operation and I must state these are professional 

personnel.  The N.C. National Guard crew on the Blackhawk helicopter conducted the rescue operation with ac-

curacy and precision.  I have included a number of pictures of their rescue operation for you to see.  One can see 

from this event that the DuPont State Recreational Forest has many activities that are seldom heard of or seen by 

the public. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our dedicated volunteers who turned out to stock the Little 

River during this year.  I would also like to thank DuPont State Recreational Forest for providing the means to 

transport the fish along the river trails and a forest ranger for driving the vehicle.  It would be a near impossible 

task to carry the buckets of fish to the remote stocking points without their trusty vehicles. 

Jack Soyak 
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I have a Murray’s Mountain Trout Rod for sale. 7’0”, 3 pc., 3 wt. This is a new rod, unused, with alu-

minum case and with full lifetime warranty from Scott Rod Company. Cost new is $735; for sale 

@$500. 

Jeff Mathews    jandjmathews@gmail.com 

mailto:jandjmathews@gmail.com


10 

Green River stocking report for Nov. 3, 2011 

T he weather report was discouraging for our Nov. stocking and it greatly affected our turnout. 

Mike Dennis brought the muffins and John Johnson the coffee to get us off to a good start. 

The day itself was beautiful, sunny and warm, making for a nice day on the river. 

State biologist Amanda Bushon and her crew have made a new gravel parking lot and cleared a trail to the river on 

state land approximately 3/10 of a mile past the bridge, giving everyone a new stretch of river to fish. 

We received 960 lbs. of fish from the hatchery with many brood rainbows in the mix, most between 20 and 22 inch-

es. We placed some of these large fish in each section so that no matter where you fished you had a chance at hook-

ing up with one. 

The water was already being released at 100% before we finished, so the fish should be spread out more than the Oct. 

stocking. 

As usual, after the stocking we met at Green River BBQ for lunch. 

Many Thanks go to Amanda and her assistants as well as Tyler Bradford, Paul Ray and Jerry Cole who while not 

members of TU helped significantly in the stocking. 

I hope to see a much better turnout in March so we can start the New Year off right. 

I’ll see you on the river, 

Ken Brady 

Photo includes Sandy Hastie, Joan McKinney, Charlie Dotson, John Johnson, Tyler Bradford, Paul Ray Cole, Jerry 

Cole, Amanda Bushon and assistants, Ken Brady 
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PCTU/TU Sign on the Green River Kiosk 
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T he fishing was great! I moved into a pool that Bob had been working with great success, and after tying on a 

brown daubed ant, caught 7 fat cutthroat trout.  Bob landed a 20 incher, and Josh (a guide with Curtis Wright) 

had great success plopping big beetles further up stream. 

 

 

After 3 hours of fishing we needed to head back.  It took 2 hours to hike in and about an hour and a half to hike 

back out.  On my way back I thought I would like to live there forever (but maybe not in winter). 

 

Yellowstone Fishing Trip 2011- Part 2 

Chris Ellis 
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All good things eventually come to an end, but this was one of my greatest adventures, and something I want to re-

peat.  I enjoyed traveling with Bob and Dick, sharing all the fishing stories while we were stranded in O’Hare Airport 

on the way back.  The crew who went on this outing sponsored by Curtis Wright Outfitters was very enjoyable and 

entertaining.  We were treated to a very interesting program by Mr. Parks of Park’s fly shop who discussed the histo-

ry of Yellowstone Park and his views on fishing different waters in the park.  The same house has been reserved for 

next year’s trip.  Anyone interested should contact Jeff Curtis. 
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R ecently I was fishing with my nephew on the Green.  We went in down below the bridge, and right 
where we wanted to fish there was this Great Blue Heron.  Well, they usually fly when approached, 

but this guy seemed to stick to his hole.  We proceeded to fish, and started catching some.  The heron ob-
served us for a while, and, with a disgusted look, seemed to ask if we had heard of stream eti-
quette.  Then he walked right through the hole, scattering the fish.  He took up a position near the oppo-
site bank.  We gave up, and moved on upstream.  My nephew took the pictures with a cell phone cam-
era.  At one point the heron was within 10' of us, and right between us.  Moral of the story:  Stream eti-
quette applies to everyone. 

Dave Maxwell 

OUR VISION 

Pursue a future where healthy populations of native and wild cold water fish thrive in the Western North Carolina region for following generations to en-

joy. 

OUR MISSION 

Conserve, protect and restore cold water fisheries and their watersheds in the Western North Carolina region. 
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 French Broad Fly Fishing Newsletter 

FISHING REPORT 

  

T he Eastfork received numerous retired brood trout from the federal hatchery in Erwin, Tennes-
see.  “There was a pig in every bucket.”  Rainbow’s were 20 – 22 inches, Brown’s about 18 inches, 

and Brookies 16 plus inches.  The Eastfork has plenty of water and fishing extremely well.  Midday tem-
peratures are right for active fish.  Parking and access is provided by local landowners.  Please be re-
spectful and carry out any trash you may come across. 

Tony Brooks 

President  French Broad Fly Fishers 

The Sham-Wow Worm fly 

 I was fishing the North Mills one day this Fall and another fellow was catching many more fish than I was, so I 

asked him what he was using. He showed me a white plastic worm that he strung on the hook just like good old 

“garden hackle”. I didn’t want to go that far to catch more fish, but decided that I could tie a chamois worm that 

would be close enough to work well. When I got home I went looking for an old chamois that I know I have some-

place around the house, but after an hour, still hadn’t found it, which isn’t unusual at my house. I had turned up 

some imitation chamois material, however, that my wife bought for doing the windows. This stuff is similar to the 

“Sham-Wow” material that is advertised on the TV infomercials, but I think she picked it up in a ticky-tacky shop in 

Branson MO on one of our trips there. 

 The material is orange color and absorbs water very well, so I thought, “what the heck, lets try making a fly 

from it”. Tying is about as easy as can be.  

 1.Cut a small strip of the material.  

 2. Wrap some lead wire on a hook and cover it with thread.  

 3.Tie on the strip of material by criss-crossing thread over it 

 from the hook eye to the bend and back to the eye.  

 4. Tie off and put head cement on the knot and along the under 

 side of the fly. I also tied some without the lead wire, but the fly 

 seems to work better if you get it down to the bottom. 

 I fished the new fly the next day on the North Mills and stopped counting fish caught after 20. In the water 

the fly looks very much like a real garden worm, and gets more effective the more it is chewed up. I caught fish 

drifting it blind into the deep hole up-stream of the campground bridge, and also further up stream, where I could see 

the fish. Any time one moved toward it, set the hook and you were on. The only problem I had was that 2 of the fish 

ate the fly, and I had to cut the leader and leave the hook in them. I had similar good luck with this fly on another 

day at North Mills, but when I decided to try it out on the Ph.D. fish at the hatchery, I got nothing. I only had about a 

half hour to fish that day, however, so I need to go back and give it a better test to see how it  works on “educated” 

fish vs “stocker trash” 

 Check around your house and see if your wife has some of this imitation chamois material and if she does, 

steal a little piece and tie up a few of these very simple, but effective flys. Then give them a good work-out and let 

me know how you do. 

Skip Sheldon 

Fly of the Month 
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B ig fish eat little fish. Fly fishers hoping to land larger-than-average trout have repeated this truism to them-

selves while tying on streamer flies for generations. Over the past decade, streamer fishing has made a major 

comeback. Not so long ago, it was a specialty. Today, it seems as though for every angler casting upstream with a 

weighted nymph, there's another one casting across-and-down with a pattern meant to resemble, or suggest, a little 

fish. Fall is an especially good time to deploy streamers. For one thing, it's the biologically sensible choice. Unlike 

spring and summer, when a variety of aquatic insects abound in trout streams, the waters of fall are barren by com-

parison. Most of the major mayfly and caddis fly hatches have come and gone.  

While there aren't many bugs around, there are lots of little fish - this year's crop of trout, which are generally two 

or three inches long, and the other species that may inhabit your local stream, such as dace, sculpins, killies, etc. 

These little guys mostly hang out in water too shallow for adult trout, but any that find themselves injured or some-

how displaced from their safe havens and available to trout are in a heap of danger.  

Trout are unashamed cannibals, and small fish fill the belly a lot more quickly than a steady diet of nearly micro-

scopic midge pupa. Trout's bellies are especially hungry as winter looms and their instincts demand they fatten up 

for the cold, lean months to come.  

But it's not only hunger that puts small fish (and streamer flies) at risk of being eaten by autumn trout. Fall is 

spawning time for brookies and browns, and this tends to make them aggressive. Maybe they see the little fish as 

egg thieves. Maybe they just want to show off for the opposite-sex. Whatever the reason, autumn trout often crush 

streamers.  

Streamers may constitute the broadest category of flies. It includes everything from small bucktails to huge saltwa-

ter flatwings. But despite their diversity, streamers have a couple things in common: all are long and slim, like a 

fish, and almost all are made of something that moves easily in the water and so seems alive.  

The Woolly Bugger family of flies may be the most popular freshwater streamer, and with good reason. Look at all 

the moving parts - long, soft hackle fibers that look like legs, gills, spines or who knows what, and a tail of mara-

bou that ripples and shimmies with the slightest pull. The basic scheme is highly versatile: there are drab Buggers 

as small as wet flies and shiny Krystal Buggers in gaudy colors as big as size 4.  

Flies that make use of strips of rabbit fur, such as the Bunny Leech and the Zonker, have extraordinary movement 

in the water. Their tails move in an astonishingly lifelike way. Meanwhile the marabou feather that's so effective as 

a tail on the Woolly Bugger also works great as the back half of a Marabou Muddler, a fly with a large, dense head 

that "pushes water" and gets the trout's attention. Don't neglect the oldest kinds of streamers, those that use hackle 

feathers as "wings" like the Black Ghost, and bucktails like the Black Nosed Dace or the Mickey Finn. They still 

work great. A cone or bead on the front of any of these flies helps get them down where the fish are, and also im-

parts a jigging action that adds to their irresistibility.  

Streamer fishing requires a little more patience and faith than "bug" fishing. Unless you see trout chasing baitfish, 

which is relatively rare, you usually won't see evidence that trout are present. You have to rely on your knowledge 

of water types when deciding where and how your streamer should swim. By all means, try the obvious places: 

deep pools and runs, undercut banks, heads and tails of pools. But also give your fly a swing or two through shal-

low, open water where you wouldn't expect fish to hold. Trout don't always follow the rules, and sometimes turn up 

in surprising places.  

Most of the time, a regular floating fly line is fine for streamer fishing; if you need your fly to reach an especially 

deep spot, you can choose a heavy pattern, add split shot, attach a short sink tip or simply achieve depth by casting 

well upstream of the target and mending aggressively so the fly has time sink as it drifts.  

But if you really want to rake the bottoms of deep pools on a regular basis, a full-sinking line is a big help. If you 

use one, remember to use a very short leader - three feet is enough - so your fly stays down by the streambed. And 

make it a sturdy leader: no lighter than 4X, maybe even as heavy as 2X, especially if you're using stealthy fluoro-

carbon. After all, down deep is where the big fish lie. And you know what big fish eat.  

 FlyShack Newsletter 
 

Fall is Streamer Season  
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ELK FISHING IN ESTES PARK 

Pastor Matthew LaGrange of Texas looks to his fishing partner Dan Scates of Longmont as a 
bull Elk slowly enters the Big Thompson River by them near Estes Park. "I'm a pastor so I can't say 
what I was thinking but, It started with Holy," he said after leaving the water. It was his first time fly 
fishing. The Denver Post 
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Snags and Snarls is published eleven times a year by the Pisgah 

Chapter of Trout Unlimited, a non - profit organization for its 

members and supporters. 

Address comments to: 

Snags & Snarls 

PO Box 841 

Hendersonville NC 28793-0841  

 

General  Meeting  Location 

 and Directions 

Our  meeting location is at the  

Pardee Health Education Center  

inside the Blue Ridge Mall. 

Anyone travelling I-26 use   

Exit  is 49A. 

The Blue Ridge Mall is located at  

1800 Four Season’s Blvd,( US 64) 

Hendersonville, NC 28759  

Mentors List  
Chapter Members listed below are available to accompany 

one or two members who would like to learn more about fly 

fishing in our streams. If you are just beginning to fly fish, 

here’s an opportunity to get help from some knowledgeable 

anglers. 

                      Bob Daubert                    693-6262 

                      Steve Fromholtz                674-2450* 

                      Dave Maxwell                   894-0308 

                      Steve Herring                   749-9352 

                      Dale Klug                         243-6783 

                    Legend:   * weekends only   

Calendar of Events 

No December Meeting 

Reference Phone Numbers 

NC Wildlife Violations     800-662-7137  

NC Wildlife Resource Comm. - Doug Bessler828-659-8684 

Fish Biologist - Lorie Stroup   828-877-3265 ext 219 

Fish Hatchery Kiosk - Shirley Johnson horselady294@gmail.com 

Water discharges on the Green River              800-829-5253 

Or http://www.duke-energy.com/lakes/scheduledflow-releases.asp  (TUXEDO) 

Water discharges on the Nantahala River & Tuckasegee River       866-332-5253                                                                              

 National Trout Unlimited  www.tu.org 

Pisgah Chapter Trout Unlimited   www.pisgahchaptertu.org 
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President 

Mark Byington 
864-979-7436       

markb@byingtonla.net 

            Director  (2012)       
John Johnson  

               828-749-1370  

johnjohnson153 

@gmail.com 

 Vice President.  
   Chris Ellis  

864-458-6240 
chris.ellis@ 

us.michelin.com 

              Director  (2013)  

Charlie Dotson 

               828-245-8469  

sdotson@bellsouth.net 

 Secretary 
Shirley Johnson 
828-749-1370 

Horselady294@ 
gmail.com 

              Director  (2013)   

Joe Moore 

                828-551-8809  

no   e-mail 

 Treasurer 
Skip Sheldon  
828-891-3264 

(shelhalla 
@bellsouth.net) 

            Director  (2013)    

         Brandon Apodaca  

             828-674-5161  

brandona52@hotmail.com 

 Past President..      
Kiki Matthews  

828-696-1599 
kikimatthews@ 

bellsouth.net 

                Webmaster          

               Scott Shafer  

828-698-2927  

sdshafer1@bellsouth.net 

             
 Director   

     John Kies   
        828-698-5207  

 johnkies@ 
bellsouth.net 

    Davidson River  

    Project Leader 

    Tim Schubmehl 

                 828-891-5163  

 tschubmehl@hotmail.com 

  
 Director               

      David Pierce   
      828-891-8991  

piercefordp 
@yahoo.com 

              Snags & Snarls  

              Jim Hoskinson       

               828-891-8440  

jimhosk@bellsouth.net  

  
Director 2014 

Mike Dennis   
828-891-7219                     

ffmd48@yahoo.com 

  

Pisgah Chapter Directory 

mailto:john.johnson153@gmail.com
mailto:john.johnson153@gmail.com
mailto:john.johnson153@gmail.com
mailto:chris.ellis@us.michelin.com
mailto:chris.ellis@us.michelin.com
mailto:sdotson@bellsouth.net
mailto:kikimatthews@bellsouth.net
mailto:kikimatthews@bellsouth.net
mailto:johnkies@bellsouth.net
mailto:johnkies@bellsouth.net
mailto:piercefordp@yahoo.com
mailto:piercefordp@yahoo.com
mailto:ffmd48@yahoo.com

