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W

ell, it seems like we are squarely back into the
heat and the “dog days” of summer….hopefully

everyone is enjoying same.
As tradition would have it,
July did not have a regular
chapter meeting, but rather
the annual picnic at the
Kellogg Center. We definitely fared with better
weather this year as compared to last which made it
far more enjoyable for the “small, but mighty” group
that turned out for it. I would really like to thank Linda
and Mark Byington for all of their efforts in organizing
this along with John Kies (our cook); John / Shirley
Johnson; and all of the other various volunteers who
helped to make it a success.
With the arrival of August, we are back to the regular
meeting schedule. Our next chapter meeting is scheduled for Thursday, the 11th and the featured presentation will be on fishing for steelhead which should be
great.

August is also the month that the slate of candidates is finalized in advance of the annual election
process in September. As you have “heard” me
reference, we definitely have a number of key
positions currently open including Treasurer /
Vice President / President. We truly need some
folks to consider taking a leadership position with
the chapter.

Fly of the Month
Chris’s Tan Whopper

Life Cycle of
These leadership vacancies are doubly important
this year since we have received word that Asheville has been awarded as the site for the 2012
Trout Unlimited National Meeting. This announcement is particularly special since the
Southeast Region has rarely been selected for this
honor and it would be a terrific opportunity for a
chapter such as Pisgah, to showcase its rich history and legacy of volunteerism.
See you soon……..either at a meeting or on the
water.
Tight Lines
Kiki Matthews
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Open Letter to Pisgah Chapter Members
August 1, 2011
Our chapter is moving into very troubled waters. We have an extensive membership, good attendance at
our monthly meetings and excellent programs focused on youth including Kids Fishing Day, the NC State
scholarship and Trout in the Classroom. What we do not have is a membership taking responsibility for the
management of their Chapter. At this time, we do not have a Vice President and our Treasurer, Dick Millonzi, is stepping down after doing a great job in getting the Chapter’s books in order. Chris Ellis has served
as Secretary longer than is actually allowed in the bylaws and has done a stellar job but must step down.
Kiki Matthews has been an excellent President, and shouldered that responsibility without a Vice President,
despite seeking one throughout her term. The Vice President moves to the position of President, so without these key roles filled, Pisgah Chapter faces dissolution before the end of the year. Per the Trout Unlimited by-laws, any Chapter without a full complement of officers and Executive Board will be deactivated,
members become members-at-large, and chapter funds held in escrow until such time as a Chapter reforms
in the service area.
It’s just that simple: After 40 years of growth and success, without a full complement of officers and Directors, Pisgah Chapter ceases to exist in 2011.
Each member needs to look in the mirror and ask, “Who am I?” Am I the kind of person who doesn’t want
to be bothered with responsibility? Am I the kind of person who just sits on the sidelines and watches others do the work? Do I care about the work Pisgah Chapter does for our community and our hobby?
If you do care, then it’s time to step up and accept your responsibility to our Chapter and our community
by serving as a Chapter officer. You have heard many times that you will take more away from this small
commitment than you put in and that is true. But do not be deterred by thinking it’s too big a job because it
is not. Serving on the Chapter Board of Directors requires a commitment of one meeting per month with
dinner to discuss Chapter business and make decisions related thereto. It is personally rewarding to be part
of setting the Chapter’s direction and measuring its progress. The Chapter Presidency is more time consuming, but it is not a standalone function. Duties of the President are split among three, the Immediate
Past President, the Vice President and the President. This is a cooperative working arrangement and provides very smooth transitions for the management of the Chapter. Your Chapter also requires a new
Treasurer and Secretary. Chris Ellis has served as Secretary longer than is actually allowed in the by-laws
and has done a stellar job. Both Chris and Dick will assist you in picking up these position’s responsibilities.
So we return to the open question in the mirror: “Who am I and do I care enough to put in a few hours
each month to preserve Pisgah TU and to advance its mission?”
I have the privilege today of serving on our Chapter’s Board of Directors, the State Council, and as the State
Council’s National Leadership Council representative. These are all personally rewarding and directly benefit the respective communities they serve. My time commitment is manageable even with a hectic working
life as part of a new start-up business that requires working ten and twelve hours every day. I find these positions provide me with a break from those day-to-day responsibilities and a sense of accomplishment by
contributing to the greater good. The same has been true in all the positions I have held with Trout Unlimited over the years including management of fund raising banquets here and in Georgia, Chapter President
for multiple terms, and as Secretary of the Georgia State Council. You now have the same opportunity for
personal fulfillment.
This is my challenge to the Pisgah Chapter membership: Step up and take an active role to continue the viability of this Chapter and its contributions to our sport and our community. I promise you will not be disappointed.
Sincerely, John Kies
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Tales of Topographic Trout Streams – Part 1
By Mark Byington

W

e started off early, from our home base at about elevation 1850’. At least for us it was early.
It was a Saturday in mid-summer so we wanted to beat the crowds, and we weren’t quite
sure of where we would have to park. But our destination was off the parkway, and don’t you know
the parking situation on the parkway in mid-summer.
We started off high, but not what you think, it was about 5300’. A fresh start to a beautiful day, but
we immediately came to a fork in the trail. Was it left or right? We determined that right was not,
and forged to the left. It was all downhill from there.
A week before the Open, but birdies were all around. At first were Dark-Colored Juncos (so that’s
where they go in summer) and Towhees, and Veeries with their strange electronic song. Immediately
unidentifiable Warblers (as Warblers tend to be) filled the understory. Or was the understory really
the canopy of the trees below? I later determined the identity of a Black-Throated Blue Warbler by
consulting the white covered bird book in the library at 1850’. It was the white spot on the wing.
The trail moistened as we dropped, and tinkling began to be heard. But we had to walk a mile (and
there were no camels) before we reached elevation 4750’. A rushing stream had formed to our right
and more water could be heard below. We reached the end of our initial descent at our destination
stream.
We descended downstream a good long ways, but probably only another mile, as the bear plods. It
was a decent descent, even along the stream, and we stopped at a point roughly 4400’ in elevation.
Dropping off the trail another 20’ or so, we landed at streamside below a small cascade.
Refreshing ourselves, we take in the enchantment of a classic high Southern Appalachian trout
stream in mid-summer. However, being a high Southern Appalachian trout stream, we need a specialized strategy to stalk the stream. The banks are steep as is the stream gradient, and it wouldn’t do
for me to leave my beloved to clamber alone. So we make like amphibians and leapfrog prospective
pools, but this quickly turns to billygoating as we climb upstream.
I remember that big and yellow might entice these natives. But these pockets aren’t very big. Combinations of yellow, terrestrials and sallies are not producing at first. Add some orange to no avail.
Notice the insects and drop some size. Scaling up the rocky cascades, we drop some size as well.
Start to catch those little 6-8” speckled remnants of the Pleistocene, and spirits rise. It is a Mother’s
Day caddis of all things that lands the first one.
We climb to a dry rocky perch, away from the raccoon droppings, for lunch. We order a beer, but no
one hears us. Water is good. We look up, get up, and start up the stream again. We continue to raise
our rod tips on the splish of a take, and after a while, realize the time has come to de-fly and reel it
in. We scramble up the hill to roughly 4600’ in elevation to engage the trail again. It was all uphill
from there.
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We knew what was ahead, but such is the price of admission. We climbed along the trail, spotting beckoning pools
below that would have to wait for another day. As the trail turned away from the stream at about 4750’, we stared
up at what was facing us. A black diamond slope no doubt in winter. Gradually, we rose out of the moist embrace of
the cove to drier upland slopes, and the Juncos and Towhees. We gasped and rested, and climbed some more, feeling the addition of years.
At about 5000’, the forest changed to that of giant yellow birch with open understory, replete with the rising sounds
of Harley Davidsons that had not yet parked on the Parkway. As expectations of a successful ascent began to arise,
we were startled by an unexpected burst of a Ruffed Grouse. We are easily startled I guess. But the added adrenaline was all we needed to reach the 4-Runner in a relatively timely manner at 5300’. Just in time we were, as a midsummer’s thunderstorm arrived from on high.

Snags and Snarls is published eleven times a year by the
Pisgah Chapter of Trout Unlimited, a non - profit organization for its members and supporters.
Address comments to:
Snags & Snarls
PO Box 841
Hendersonville NC 28793-0841
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Helpful Tips for Summertime Trout

A

lot of people look at the summertime as a time to play and tube in the rivers of western North Carolina. Not realizing what a great fishing opportunity they are missing. While the great hatches of May have
given way to hot humid days of June, the fishing is still great, if you fish at the right time of day with the right
flies.
The best trout fishing in the summertime occurs in early morning and late afternoon. Stoneflies will emerge
most of the summer in the late evenings through the night. Anglers wanting to cash in on large trout actively
looking for food need to fish from first light to about 11 am with stonefly imitations like a Kevin’s Stonefly,
Bill’s Provider or Superfly. What most anglers do not realize is that a stonefly inhabits the deep clear runs
and then crawls out on the surrounding rocks and hatches from its case and flies off. So true stone flies are
only available to trout as a nymph or as a dry that gets blown back into the stream. Yet I see countless fishermen using dry stonefly imitations and wondering why the fish are not taking them. The trick to being successful with your stonefly imitations is to fish them on the bottom of the river. If you are not bouncing on the
bottom then you are not in the zone where the trout are looking for stoneflies.
If you have to fish in the middle of the day, then terrestrials are the fly of choice. Ants, beetles, and worms
are mainstay of a trout’s diet in the summertime. These patterns can be exceptionally effective after a light
afternoon thunderstorm when the rain tends to knock a lot of ants and inchworms into the river. Anglers
wanting to capitalize on this should cast there flies up under the overhanging limbs and bushes where the
trout will be waiting on any morsel to drop into there feeding lane. The best flies are furry foam inchworms,
green leaf hoppers, The Hot Creek Special, Texas Piss Ant and Kevin’s Caterpillar.
If you get caught fishing after a large storm and the water is high and muddy. Remember that trout have difficulty seeing your fly in the water so they have to find it by feeling it. Large black or other dark colored flies,
with large rubber legs or flies tied out of marabou or rabbit strips are the most effective. The best flies are
size 2-4 bunny leeches or bitch creek nymphs. The most common mistake I hear of in muddy water situations is that people try and fish 5-6x tippet. With muddy water trout cannot see your tippet, if you switch to
10-12 pound test fluorocarbon this will save a lot of heartache when you hook that monster trout.
In low clear summertime water trout are especially spooky, anglers should watch their wading being certain
not to kick rocks, or run waves through calm holes of water. These vibrations will spook trout well in advance of the angler.
Good Fishing
By Kevin Howell
Owner and Guide Davidson River Outfitters
888-861-0111
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RIVER WALK

Photos by Tim Schubmehl early June, 2011

Davidson River from Looking Glass to Coon Tree

Schubmehl

Schubmehl
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Fly of the Month
Chris’s Tan Whopper

L

ast month’s Fly of the Month was Chris’s Green Whopper.

My sources tell me that the Green Whopper isn’t working as well as last month.—but
tan has been working very well. One caution, the tan mitt is Sold Out in Western North
Carolina and a trip to Greenville may be in order.
jh

Aaron Hatfield
William Hudson

Reference Phone Numbers
NC Wildlife Violations 800-662-7137
NC Wildlife Resource Comm. - Doug Bessler828-659-8684
Fish Biologist - Lorie Stroup 828-877-3265 ext 219
Fish Hatchery Kiosk - Shirley Johnson horselady294@gmail.com
Water discharges on the Green River
800-829-5253
Water discharges on the Nantahala River & Tuckasegee River
866-332-5253
National Trout Unlimited www.tu.org
Pisgah Chapter Trout Unlimited www.pisgahchaptertu.org

OUR VISION
Pursue a future where healthy populations of native and wild coldwater fish thrive in the Western North Carolina region for following generations to enjoy.

OUR MISSION
Conserve, protect and restore coldwater fisheries and their watersheds in the Western North Carolina region.
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Inchworm Life Cycle

T

he thousands of moth species in the family Geometridae are often referred to as inchworms when in the caterpillar stage.
"Inchworm" comes from the way the caterpillar moves by arching its midsection and seemingly inching its way along a branch. This
group of moths has a complete metamorphosis: They go through four stages during their life cycle.

Egg
Female moths lay eggs in late summer and fall under leaves, on branches and in the crevices
of tree bark. Each species seems to have a preference as to where it lays its eggs. Depending on the species, eggs are laid singly or in bunches. The eggs stay in place until they
hatch in late fall or spring.

Larvae
The larvae have typical inchworm appearance and movements. An inchworm larvae can be
identified by two or three sets of tubelike appendages, called prolegs, under
the head portion of the body and under the tail end of the inchworm. To
move, the larvae must reach with its front prolegs, then scoot its abdomen
to have the abdominal prolegs meet the front prolegs, giving it the recognizable inchworm movement. From hatching to pupae stage, the larvae eats -a lot. It does little else during this time. Two to four weeks after emerging
as an inchworm, the larvae prepares to turn into an adult moth. Inchworm
colors can be green, brown, or black.

Pupae
In late June to early July, the spring-hatched larvae prepare to change again. This is the time when thousands of inchworms seem to
fall out of trees. The inchworms use silk threads to lower themselves to the ground. The larvae then burrow into the dirt or
leaf litter to spin protective cocoons and become pupae. Depending on the season, pupae remain in the ground for several
weeks or several months. If the inchworm emerged in early spring, it likely will emerge as an adult moth to lay eggs before the
arrival of winter. If the larvae emerged in summer, it will live as a pupae in the ground during winter, to emerge as an adult
moth in spring.

Adult
Adult moths begin emerging in late fall (October to December) or early spring. Most species of adults are a drab brown and reach
lengths of ½ to 1 inch. Females do not fly--their wings are small vestigial. Males fly, and find the females waiting on tree trunks
to mate.

Habitat
Inchworms are prolific and resilient. As larvae they feed on trees, shrubs and crops, making them a pest species and greatly researched. They are resistant to insecticides: Biological controls such as predatory wasps and
infectious fungi are used to control inchworm populations and lessen the damage to trees and crops.
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Simms Plans About-Face on Felt
By Kirk Deeter

A

ngling Trade has learned that Simms Fishing Products told its sales representatives, and is now informing dealers, that the company plans to reintroduce boots with felt soles in its 2012 product lineup. You may remember
that just a couple years ago, Simms was the company that beat the drum loudest about going felt-free, and swore off
production of felt-soled boots after 2010.
As most of you know, felt has been associated with the spread of aquatic invasive species… nasty things like New
Zealand mud snails, didymo (rock snot), as well as the parasite that causes whirling disease. In some states, the
threats have been taken seriously enough that felt is no longer allowed. You can’t fish in felt in Maryland or Vermont, and starting next year, felt will be banned in Alaska.
The science hasn’t changed, but neither did consumers’ and dealers’ attitudes toward wearing felt—there are still many felt stalwarts who contend there is no adequate substitute for traction in a river. And apparently, a good number of dealers
claimed they had plenty of customers who could not be sold on felt alternatives.
As such, Simms director of marketing and brand management Diane Bristol said
that the company labored over the decision, but ultimately yielded to the demands of customers, specifically dealers,
who said they needed felt in the arsenal.
“It’s ultimately about choices, and allowing customers to make their choices on boots with felt,” said Bristol. “We
didn’t take this decision lightly, but ultimately it came down to listening to what our customers wanted.”
Which many will assume means it came down to a matter of money… not just for Simms, but also for dealers.
Simms says it is not disengaging from the invasive species fight by any means. Plans are to reintroduce felt on only
three boot models, and the company also intends to amp up efforts to inform consumers about the need to wade clean
through additional literature and labeling.
Still, Simms will get plenty of flak for the turnaround, and no doubt expects it. But keep in mind that other major
boot makers like Orvis, Patagonia, and Korkers, kept right on chugging with felt production in recent years. So don’t
expect any stones thrown from glass houses.
Thus, the Simms turnabout is less of a head fake, and more a situation where Simms tried to lead the market across
the avenue, then got caught alone in traffic when the lights changed.
Hopefully, the industry as a whole, takes a harder closer look at the felt issue… not necessarily to regulate, rather to
amp up efforts to inform the public about the effects of invasive species.
In truth, aquatic nuisances can be transported in many boot materials, not just felt. In some ways, the notion that an
angler got a “free pass” from cleaning boots by buying models with rubber soles was as dangerous as it will be to allow responsible choices and encourage responsible care regarding felt.
Now the choices are more open. It will be interesting to see where consumers, retailers, and manufacturers all go
with them.
Anglingtrade.com
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J

oin us Thursday, August 11 for a program presented by our own Joey Moore as he talks
about steelhead fishing on the Chautauqua River in New York State. The meeting starts
at 7:15 with the social portion at 6:45.

General Meeting Location
and Directions
Our meeting location is at the
Pardee Health Education Center
inside the Blue Ridge Mall.
Anyone travelling I-26 use
Exit is 49A.
The Blue Ridge Mall is located at
1800 Four Season’s Blvd,( US 64)
Hendersonville, NC 28759

Mentors List
Chapter Members listed below are available to accompany one or two
members who would like to learn more about fly fishing in our streams. If
you are just beginning to fly fish, here’s an opportunity to get help from
some knowledgeable anglers.
Bob Daubert
693-6262
Alan Frank
926-4737**
Steve Fromholtz
674-2450*
Dave Maxwell
894-0308
Steve Herring
749-9352
Dale Klug
243-6783
Legend: * weekends only ** Haywood County
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Calendar of Events
August 11 General Meeting 6:45 Social, 7:15 Meeting
·
·

August 31, Board Meeting 6:30 (Location to be determined)
September 8 General Meeting 6:45 Social 7:15 Meeting

Pisgah Chapter Directory
President

Kiki Matthews

828-696-1599

kikimatthews@bellsouth.net

Vice President.

Open

Secretary .........

Chris Ellis

864-458-6240

chris.ellis@us.michelin.com

Treasurer ........

Dick Millonzi

828-595-3905

kmillonzi@morrisbb.net

Past President..

Linda Byington

828-817-2681

linda.byington188@gmail.com

Director (2010) John Kies

828-698-5207

johnkies@bellsouth.net

Director (2011) David Pierce

828-891-8991

piercefordp@yahoo.com

Director (2011) Mike Dennis

828-891-7219

ffmd48@yahoo.com

Director (2011) Jim Hoskinson

828-891-8440

jimhosk@bellsouth.net

Director (2012) John/Shirley Johnson

828-749-1370

john.johnson153@gmail.com

Director (2013) Charlie Dotson

828-245-8469

sdotson@bellsouth.net

Director (2013) Brandon Apodaca

828-674-5161

www.brandona52@hotmail.com

Director (2013) Joe Moore

828-551-8809

no

Webmaster

Scott Shafer

828-698-2927

www.sdshafer1@bellsouth.net

Davidson River
Project Leader
Snags & Snarls

Tim Schubmehl

828-877-5163

tschubmehl@hotmail.com

Jim Hoskinson

828-891-8440

jimhosk@bellsouth.net
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e-mail

