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nd so we begin another year. I certainly hope that each of you had
both a happy and healthy holiday season.
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In the last couple of weeks, each of you should have
received
Photo
Barsottiphoto appeal.
p
Gift byCampaign
Our hope is to minimally match the $5300 raised
during last year’s campaign; however we have set a more challenging, yet
realistic stretch goal of $10,000 for this year. As of this writing, we have received $1320 in
donations. Please remember that a contribution of any size is not only tax deductible, but
it also helps to bring us closer to our ultimate goal so that we can continue to support the
many great programs and initiatives that our chapter has long been associated with. To all
of you who have already given a gift, on behalf of the chapter and the board, I thank you.
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With the start of this year, we have an interesting chapter meeting planned for this month.
We will have a “guest chapter member”, Steve Osterhaus who hails from Green Bay, Wisconsin, but winters here in Hendersonville as our main speaker. Steve is going talk about
Kayak Fly Fishing which should be a great and informative topic.
With this new year, I would like to encourage everyone to be an active participant in the
Chapter and all that it has to offer. Come enjoy the monthly Chapter meetings and the
exciting speakers we have scheduled; volunteer for one of the many projects; or consider
filling one of the open positions……..we always need your help!!
Thanks to all of you who help to make 2010 a great year! Best wishes to all of you and
your families for a wonderful 2011!
See you soon…..either at a meeting or on the water.
Tight Lines.
Kiki Matthews

General Meeting Location
and Directions
Our meeting location is at the
Pardee Health Education Center
inside the Blue Ridge Mall.
I-26 Exit 49A
The Blue Ridge Mall is located at
1800 Four Season’s Blvd, (US 64)
Hendersonville, NC 28759

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Patrick Davis
Matthew Myers
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From the Editor
This month’s cover photo is Joe Moore
holding a large steelhead. Three members of
PCTU - Joe, Jim Medford, and Ben Batson
went with a group to the Chatauqua River in
NY State. In subsequent issues of Snags &
Snarls we will have more photos and an
article.. Joe will tell us what flies worked and
what didn’t.

Membership Information
As of the last week of 2010 Pisgah Chapter
of Trout Unlimiter had 278 members. and
two corporate sponsors.
The names change but the numbers stay
the same.
July
2005
August 2007
August 2008
July
2009
December 2010

285 members
288 members + 2 corporate
284 members
272 members
278 members + 2 corporate

We have over 260 people signed up to receive chapter notices (You don’t have to be a
member to receive notices). We have a very
active website. The number of visitors to
pisgahchaptertu.org were as follows:
August
September
October
November
December
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376
345
385
426
311

On page 18 I have included a map of the
Davidson River copyrighted by Eubanks
and Calhoun in 1992. Skip Sheldon allowed
me to scan his copy several years ago which
I promptly lost in my archives. The map
shows many pool names that we don’t recognize today.
“The Humble Hole/Frustation Pool” is listed
as the“Hatchery Pool”. There’s a “Slide
Pool” and a “Dead Pool.”
The author writes about “a newly designated
Catch & Release section”
This month’s Fly of the Month is the clacka
caddis. It was mentioned in Bob Daubert’s
article “A Trip to Yellowstone” I had never
heard of it so I went to the internet and obtained information for the article. Its a warm
weather fly so you won’t be using it any time
soon, but this an excellant time to tie some up.

Jim Hoskinson

Snags and Snarls is published eleven times a
year by the Pisgah Chapter of Trout Unlimited,
a non - profit organization
for its members and
supporters.
Address comments to:
Snags & Snarls
PO Box 841
Hendersonville NC 287930841

A Trip to Yellowstone
Bob Daubert

I

n the fall of 2009, I talked with Charlie Dotson and Dick Heald who had just
come back from a trip to Yellowstone. They went with Curtis Wright Outfitters
and said that it was a great trip. Knowing both Jeff Curtis and Josh Garris who
ran the trip, I talked with them about going in 2010 and made my reservation to
go. The trip was to Gardiner, Montana, and was an escorted trip. That means
that each day they have picked streams for you to fish and you can go or not go
to the streams they have chosen. Josh and Jeff come with the group each day
and fish with you. They will also make suggestions on flies and where to fish.
However, all equipment and flies that you use are yours and not provided by
them. A list of flies and equipment to bring is provided to you long before you
go. One day was a float trip on the Yellowstone River with a guide from Parks Fly
Shop. All meals, lodging, fishing licenses, entrance to the park and float trip
were included in the price. Transportation, tips, etc. are your responsibility.
Three members of our chapter went on the trip - John Rich, Steve Herring and I.
John Rich came with his brother-in-law Kevin. Steve Herring and I decided to
travel together and rent a car. I flew from Asheville to Chicago to Denver to
Bozeman. Steve flew out of Charlotte and we met in Denver. We rented a car in
Bozeman and drove to Gardiner. The trip from the airport in Bozeman to
Gardiner is about 75 miles and is a beautiful drive.
There were eight people in the group. The group arrived on Tuesday and met
over refreshments and a great steak dinner. The log cabin that was our base
was located on the banks of the Yellowstone. However, fishing from the property
was challenging at the least and very little was done. The setting was beautiful
and that made up for not being able to fish out the back door.
On Wednesday, day 1, most of us went to fish Soda Butte, Pebble Creek and
the Lamar. After a great breakfast and packing a lunch, the trip from the lodge
took us slightly more than an hour, in part because of road construction. Steve,
Jeff and I started fishing Soda Butte. Suggested flies were a hopper with a
dropper. I put on one of the many hoppers that I had tied and put a small clacka
caddis (see page 13 FOM) as the dropper. Strikes came quickly and often.
Hook-ups were very limited. Cut throat trout strike in slow motion and the set by
me was about one in twenty five. My first fish was a brook trout on a stream that
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should not have there. It was a beauty of about 12 inches. Over the course of
about 4 hours, I caught 7 fish in the 12 to 17 inch range. All were nice fish and
the meadow setting was beautiful. Steve, Jeff and I left Soda Butte and travel
down- stream and fished the Lamar. We fished in a canyon area that was
beautiful but the fishing was very slow. Jeff and Steve each caught one and I
was skunked. The temperature was in the 90’s and we decided to move. We
moved back to Soda Butte. Where Soda Butte enters the Lamar was crowded
with fisherman and so we move about a mile up-stream and fished. The fish
were rising for about a 32 cream midge-like insect. I did not have anything like
that and struggled to get any fish. I got some strikes but no fish. I then got away
from the hopper with the dropper arrangement and put on a size 20 stone fly
emerger and after several drifts down an undercut bank I got my first of four
hookups. It was about a 17 inch cut throat with exceptional girth. I fished the
same run for about another 45 minutes and caught another three cut throats all in
the 15 to 18 inch size. All four were beautiful fish. Jeff and Steve had many
strikes but did not have any catches. To me it was a perfect ending for the first
day and gave me optimism for the next day. We returned to the cabin for some
great food and a program by the owner of Parks Fly Shop.
Day two most of us went to Slough Creek. I fished the first meadow, which is
about a two and a half mile hike. The first mile the trail has an average slope of
about 45 degrees. Several continued to the second meadow another 2 miles
away. Again this was a cut throat stream. Again, as with the day before the cuts
would hit my fly but I could not hook them. I fished hoppers, beetles, dries,
nymphs, and emergers with little success. At the end of the day I had caught 3
fish. John and Kevin used my small beetles and did well. Oh well, “I guess I can
tie them but not fish them.”
Day three Steve and I fished Lava Creek. Lava Creek is a bold and small
stream and is known for brook trout. I have experience fishing for brook trout as
I have been doing successfully most of my life and today was no exception.
Lava Creek, besides being small and bold, is further complicated by deadfall
from the fire in Yellowstone in the late 80’s. As usual when I fish for brook trout I
put on a red humpy. This is always a killer fly but not that day. Steve above me
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was catching fish and I was just casting. I asked Steve what he was using and he
said a royal wolf. I put one on and the world of brook trout opened for me. I
stopped counting at 20 and continued to catch them at about the same rate for
several more hours. Although it was August the brook trout were in spawn colors.
They were also a great size. Many that I caught were in the 12 inch range and
most were bigger than 7 inches. As I fished up the stream casting became limited and so I went back to my early days of brook trout fishing, that of dabbling
the fly.
Day 4 Steve and I floated the Yellowstone. Steve had told me about how windy it
was the times he had done it in the past. Although his tales were convincing I
was not prepared for the day. We started on a bright and sunny day. About a
half hour into the float I hooked a white fish which was my first and only one of the
trip. Everything was quite pleasant. Steve and I each caught a cut or two when
the wind started. For the rest of the trip it blew at least 25 miles per hour with
gusts far greater than that. Casting became a nightmare. The only way that I
could cast was to roll cast sidearm keeping the line as close to the water as
possible. Steve was in the front and with one gust he was blown over into the
boat so you can see the wind was blowing. Later on the float Steve hooked a
monster fish which he fought for many minutes. Using our guide’s directions to
land the fish, Steve had the fish break off. Steve was extremely upset as we did
see the fish several times and it was a monster. At the end of the day we had
each caught about 15 fish. Nick and Patrick from our group did the same float
the day before without a downstream wind and they took two hours longer to do
the trip and had slightly better success. Oh well, the moral of the story is do not
float fish the Yellowstone with Steve (just kidding).
The last day Steve and Jeff fished Slough Creek and walked into the second
meadow. They had a great day. Josh and I fished the Gardiner River just above
where you enter Yellowstone from Gardiner. It contains four species of trout cuts, brooks, rainbows and browns. My object was to catch all four. The
Gardiner is a great stream to fish and Josh and I were the only two on it that day.
I even thought we could see the Monmouth Hot Springs Camp Ground from
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where we fishing. Both of us had good days where we both caught each specie
except a brook trout. The brooks had left the lower Gardiner to spawn upstream.
I caught about 15 to 18 fish and had a great ending of fishing on a great trip.
The next day it was back to reality for me. Steve and I drove back to Bozeman
past the snowcapped mountains and I flew back home. Steve, who had a different flight, had his flight canceled. He rented another car and went back to
Gardiner for three more days of fishing. It is nice to be retired and be able to
make an unfavorable occurrence favorable. Curtis Wright Outfitters is doing two
trips again in 2011. Chris Ellis and I are going from August 16-22 and there is
another trip the 23-29. The trip for 2011 will be similar to 2010 but the float trip
may be on a different river. Contact Jeff Curtis or Josh Garish at 828-645-8700
or 828-274-3471 or their web site curtiswrightoutfitters.com for more information.
I am not a big picture taker and so my pictures are limited for two reasons. One,
it frees me up to fish more and two, I can lie more about what I caught. The
pictures below were taken by Josh Garris, me and other members of the 2010
trip.

Jeff Curtis and Steve Herring fishing the Lamar
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Yellowstone Rainbow

Yellowstone Brown
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Steve Herring on Slough Creek

Upper Gardiner Brook Trout
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brook trout caught on Lava Creek

Lava Creek
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Nick Roberts with cutthroat at Trout Lake

Local Mayfly Hatch

Steve Herring with a cutthroat trout at the second meadow on the Soda Butte
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John Rich with cutthroat on Slough Creek

Aaron Wiener fishing Soda Butte
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Fly of the Month
Clacka Caddis
he Coachman version of this fly, the Clacka Caddis, was
Parks Fly Shop’s top producer on the Yellowstone last August, and early versions of the tan worked well too. So I’ve
tied it for the bins in a bunch of colors this year. Give it
a try. There’s a video of the Coachman version on Youtube.
Search “Clacka Caddis” - Walter Wiese of PFS.

T

Basic pattern:
Hook: Standard dry, #12-16.
Thread: 8/0 to match body.
Tail: Caddis gold or caddis amber zelon.
Body: coarse dubbing or peacock herl.
Wing: MFC Widow’s Web or another hydrophobic synthetic, tied
in a horizontal loop.
Hackle: 4-5 turns in a Stimulator-style spiral, trimmed flat
underneath.
Head: Ice Dub or Hare’s Ice Dub.
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Hey! I’m Trying to Fish Here!

Photo by Hanesworth

Okay, I give up - Let’s play
I can fish anytime. .
Photos provided by Dave Maxwell.
The fishermen are nobody we know.
Photo by Hanesworth
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At Least They Caught Something
AK West
It’s a clear mid-October day on a popular “flies only” stretch of stream.
Two fellow Trout Unlimited chapter members, who have fished together for
years, have hiked 20 minutes or so to reach one of their favorite pools.
Arriving there they are less than gleeful to see a stranger standing about 50
yards downstream. Neither knows the man, who sports a backpack, hiking boots,
and stands on shore casting with a spinning rod on the popular “flies only” stream.
Dozens of anglers fish that mile or so of river on any given day and it is beyond rare
to see any of them with spinning gear.
Another thing about the stranger that seems a suspicious to the two fly fishermen is the way he keeps sneaking glances at them over his shoulder.
After fishing about half an hour and catching nary a trout, the two plod the
wooded trail back to their truck. They had said nothing to the stranger, nor had he
spoken to them. Then, one of them mentions what both are thinking.
“Hmm, wonder what that guy was up to? Poaching, maybe? How about we call
a game warden?”
Both know, however, that conservation officers are few and far between
and they are doubtful an officer could make it to the stream before the stranger takes
off.
Still, they decide to call the Wildlife Violations hot line, 1-800-662-7137.
Sure enough, as the two anglers are finishing lunch about 20 minutes later, a
conservation officer pulls up and gets out of his vehicle.
He points downstream. “Is that guy you phoned us about still down there?” he
asks.
“As far as we know,” is the response.
With that, the officer nods, dons his jacket and heads down the trail toward the
pool. About two hours later, he calls to let the two fly fishermen know he had apprehended and cited the spin-caster for fishing with worms. The officer is grateful.
“You guys were right about that guy. He denied it, but I caught him in the act.
That could cost him up to $150. Thank you so much for caring enough to give us a
call.”
As this true story proves, the wildlife violations hot line works. Again, the phone
number is 1-800-662-7137.
Who knows, maybe you’ll make some other poacher’s day.
AK West is not his real name.
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A Winter Angler’s Fly Box

FLYSHACK Newsletter

T

he traditional trout season is over and winter is upon us. Will it be a fierce one, with deep
snows and frigid temperatures? Or will it be mild - boring, but easy on the heating bill? Only time
will tell. One thing we do know: trout will still reside in rivers and creeks across the country during
the winter months, and they will feed daily. Fortunately for us fly-fishing addicts, some of those
streams are open to fishing all year. If you’re one of the many who can’t stand the thought of waiting six months to fish, it’s time to dig out your long johns and start thinking like a winter trout angler.
Naturally, you’re going to need access to a stream that can be fished safely, and you will need to
dress warmly enough to be comfortable. Otherwise, you can use all the same gear and many of
the same techniques you use in the spring, summer and fall. Here’s a basic selection flies that will
help you shake off cabin fever and catch a few trout this winter:
—Prince nymph. The sword-like tails and horns on the Prince seem to suggest stoneflies, one of
the aquatic insects most likely to be active during the winter months. The Prince is made of peacock herl, a well-known fish favorite, and its silver rib gives the appearance of a segmented abdomen, as well as providing just enough flash to catch a trout’s eye. It’s wise to have some with bead
heads and some without. The bead will provide extra flash, which is helpful if the water is off-color,
and will also help the fly sink to the bottom, where the trout are. The flies without bead heads are
more realistic, and may work better on wary trout in places with significant fishing pressure. You’ll
catch most fish with a deep, dead drift, but let your fly swing across and up through the water
column now and then. Sometimes even a winter-chilled trout will chase what looks like a nymph
headed for the surface.
—Glo-Bug. Many trout and salmon spawn in the fall. When they do, egg patterns become effective, and stay effective right through the winter. There are many different kinds, from single egg
Glo-Bugs to Sucker Spawn (which is designed to look like a blob of caviar) to the Egg-Sucking
Leech, which is a Woolly Bugger with an egg imitation on its nose. There are eggs with “eyes” (a
red or orange spot), eggs trailing wavy marabou or soft flash material, eggs made out of sparkly
material such as Estaz, etc. Use your own hunches and advice from local experts on which kind of
egg flies are most likely to succeed in your nearby streams.
—Zebra Midge. Along with the Prince and other standard nymph patterns such as the GoldRibbed Hare’s Ear and the Copper J, the winter angler should be armed with flies that represent
the larval stage of the most abundant kind of aquatic fly in winter: midges. They are simple patterns, usually in sizes 18 to 22 or even smaller. You’ll need 6X tippet (7X for the really small ones)
and a light touch. Fishing such small flies sometimes feels more difficult than larger patterns, but
don’t lose confidence. After all, trout probably munch a few midges every day of the winter (if not
every day of the year.)
—Bunny Leech. Streamers can be a good bet in the winter, and patterns with lots of wiggly
action like the Bunny Leech are especially useful. Trout often hold in deep, slack water in the cold
weather. Thanks to its construction of a strip of rabbit hide, the Bunny Leech will exhibit plenty of
movement even when worked slowly - and for the most part, slower is better in winter fishing. One
note: Be careful when fishing streamers in really cold weather. Long flies can freeze solid in minutes when temperatures are in the teens or low twenties. They become brittle and break easily.
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—Griffith’s Gnat. You don’t get much dry-fly action in the winter, but if you do happen upon rising trout,
you’ll want to have some floating patterns. The Griffith’s Gnat is often considered a general-purpose
midge fly, and if trout are feeding at the surface, it’s usually midges they’re feeding on. It might be wise to
expand on this entry with a couple other midge dry fly patterns in case fish are selective to color. Cream
is a very common color for midges. Very small Adams dry flies, Blue-Winged Olives and caddis are also
sometimes effective. You don’t need a lot of flies to fish during the winter. You do need a fair amount of
patience, and you should set realistic expectations. Winter fishing is slow, both in terms of catch rate and
required technique. Hope to catch a couple fish, and enjoy being outdoors and on the water, fly rod in
Flyshack.com
hand.

The Coon Tree Pool now has a large tree at the head as a result heavy rains in
early December. The Davidson River crested above 6 ft. and 3,000 cfs.
OUR VISION
Pursue a future where healthy populations of native and wild coldwater fish thrive in the Western North
Carolina region for following generations to enjoy.

OUR MISSION
Conserve, protect and restore coldwater fisheries and their watersheds in the Western North Carolina
region.
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More of Tim Schubmehl’s photos of the upper Davidson (Above the Dam)
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Upper Davidson River
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Jim Medford with a salmon from the Chautauqua River

Ben Batson with a steelhead
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Pisgah Chapter Directory

EVENT CALENDAR

Officers and Board

President ......... Kiki Matthews

828-696-1599

kikimatthews@bellsouth.net
Vice President... Open
Secretary ......... Chris Ellis

864-458-6240

January 5 Board Meeting - Kelseys
January 13 General Meeting 7:00 Social, 7:30 Meeting
February 2 Board Meeting - Kelseys
February 10 General Meeting 7:00 Social, 7:30 Meeting

chris.ellis@us.michelin.com
Treasurer .......... Dick Millonzi

828-595-3905

kmillonzi@morrisbb.net
Past President.. Linda Byington
828-817-2681
linda.campbell188@gmail.com
.
Director (2010) John Kies
828-698-5207

johnkies@bellsouth.net
Director (2011) David Pierce

828-891-8991

piercefordp@yahoo.com
Director (2011) Mike Dennis

828-891-7219

ffmd48@yahoo.com
Director (2011) Jim Hoskinson

Mentors List
Chapter Members listed below are avaliable to accompany
one or two members who would like to learn more about
fly fishing in our streams. If you are just beginning to fly
fish, here’s an opportunity to get help from
some knowledgeable anglers.
Bob Daubert
693-6262
Alan Frank
926-4737**
Steve Fromholtz
674-2450*
Dave Maxwell
894-0308
Steve Herring
749-9352
Dale Klug
243-6783
Legend: * weekends only
** Haywood County

828-891-8440

ifish2xs@bellsouth.net
Director (2012) John/Shirley Johnson 828-749-1370

john.johnson153@gmail.com
Director (2013) Charlie Dotson 828-749-1370

sdotson@bellsouth.net
Director (2013) Brandon Apodoca 828-674-5161

brandona@hotmail.com
Director (2013) Joe Moore

828-551-8809

Publishing

Scott Shafer

919-434-4268

sdshafer@bellsouth.net
Jim Hoskinson

NC Wildlife Violations 800-662-7137
NC Wildlife Resource Comm. - Doug Bessler828-659-8684
Fish Biologist - Lorie Stroup 828877-3265 ext 219
Fish Hatchery Kiosk - Jim Medford

828-702-7037

troutwisperer@gmail.com
Water discharges on the Green River

800-829-5253

Water discharges on the Nantahala River & Tuckasegee River
866-332-5253

no e-mail
Webmaster

Reference Phone Numbers

828-891-8440

National Trout Unlimited www.tu.org
Pisgah Chapter Trout Unlimited www.pisgahchaptertu.org

ifish2xs@bellsouth.net
Davidson River Project Leader Tim Schubmehl
tschubmehl@hotmail.com
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Sarah
talked

