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October 2010 PCTU President’s Letter
Despite the continued warm weather, the first signs of fall with its cooler nights and beginnings of some color change have definitely arrived.
For those of you who missed it, the September Chapter Meeting was a
great opportunity to get a complete update on what’s new with Trout
Pisgah Chapter Trout Unlimited
July 2010
Unlimited
at theChapter
state, regional,
national levels.July
Our2010
thanks to Dale
Pisgah
Troutand
Unlimited
Klug, Damon Hearne, and Franklin Tate respectively for bringing us up to
speed on all of the various projects and key initiatives that are currently
underway.
I am pleased to announce that Jodi Mitchell from Apex, NC is the most recent receipt ant
of the PCTU / William Arbuckle Scholarship Award. Jodi is currently a junior at NC State
(3.94 GPA), majoring in Coldwater Fisheries & Wildlife Sciences. We are hoping to have
Jodi come to speak at one of our chapter meetings sometime next spring.
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Please make sure to note the “classified” for the open position of PCTU Fly Fishing School
Director in this month’s newsletter. The Fly Fishing School is one of our premier signature
events each year.
Don’t forget to mark your calendars for a few key upcoming events.
1. Forest Festival Day on 10-2-10
a. Cradle of Forestry from 9:00 am – 5:00 pm
b. $ 6 admission
2. WNC Fly Fishing Expo on 11-6-10 and 11-7-10
a. WNC Agricultural Center from 9:00 – 5:00 (Saturday) & 9:00 – 4:00 (Sunday)
b. We will have a booth featuring key chapter programs and activities.
c. $ 10 admission
Enjoy this great weather. I hope to see you at a chapter meeting, one of the upcoming events, or
better yet….on the water.
Tight Lines
Kiki Matthews
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Kiki Matthews celebrates her
landslide re-election to president
Pisgah Chapter Trout Unlimited.
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY

T

he Fly Fishing School has been a long
standing tradition for the Pisgah Chapter
of Trout Unlimited. It has been a classic
opportunity for developing new fly fishing
enthusiasts as well as creating new TU members for our chapter. It has also proven to be
an excellent fund raising event for our chapter
to be able to support other key projects and
initiatives.

General Meeting Location
and Directions
Our meeting location is at the
Pardee Health Education Center
inside the Blue Ridge Mall.
Anyone travelling I-26 use
Exit is 49A.
The Blue Ridge Mall is located at
1800 Four Season’s Blvd,( US 64)
Hendersonville, NC 28759

We are looking for a volunteer to take on the
coordination of this annual event. Coordination is a key word because the success of the
FFS in the past has been the result of some
excellent teamwork amongst chapter members.
The coordination involves recruiting team
leaders for a number of key areas including:
Equipment Selection; Knots & Line Management Systems; Stream Tactics & Entomology; and Casting along with Student Recruitment; Public Relations; and Food & Beverage. The new coordinator will have the
opportunity to utilize the assistance of the
entire Board, but in particular, Mike Dennis
who has graciously offered to be the Board
liaison for this key event.
If you are interested in this opportunity or
would like more information, please feel free
to contact Kiki Matthews at (828) 696-1599
or kikimatthews@bellsouth.net.
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T

he September 9th Chapter Meeting was a TU Update on the status of TU from
the State, Southeast Region, and National prospective.

Dale Klug - Chair NCTU
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Damon Hearne - Southeastern
Land Protection Coordinator - TU
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Franklin Tate - TU National
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teve Fromholtz has been a chapter member since 1989. He served as
president, vice president and secretary. Steve enjoys fishing in the back
country of North Carolina, Montana, Wyoming, Colorado, Idaho and Alaska.
These pictures are from his recent trip to Alaska this past summer.
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Classic Fly of the Month

I

just returned from a week long holiday in Southwest Ireland (co. Kerry). Although I did not fish while I
was there ( played Golf instead ), I did visit a number of tackle shops in Sneem, Waterville and Dingle.
The Southwest is known for their Salmon, Sea Trout and Brown Trout fishing, although in recent years
Rainbow fisheries can be found in Co, Cork and Co. Kerry. The region’s Brown Trout are free rising and
wild and offer excellent sport. Classic wet flies are the norm and for the next few months I will offer some
these classic flies. This month’s fly is also an American Classic.
The Iron Blue Dun

Hook: Mustad 3906 or equivalent. Size 8-12
Body: Dark Blue gray Muskrat Fur, tied with Red Floss egg sac.
Tail: Furnace
Hackle: Furnace
Wings: Slate
Head: Black
Jack Frisch, Classic Fly Tier

OUR VISION
Pursue a future where healthy populations of native and wild coldwater fish thrive in the Western
North Carolina region for following generations to enjoy.

OUR MISSION
Conserve, protect and restore coldwater fisheries and their watersheds in the Western North Carolina
region.
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B

elow is a photo of one of John Barsotti’s secret fishing spots, known to John and
several thousand others. How many large trout can you count?

Photo by Barsotti

Snags and Snarls is published
eleven times a year by the Pisgah
Chapter of Trout Unlimited, a non profit organization for its members
and supporters.
Address comments to:
Snags & Snarls
PO Box 841
Hendersonville NC 28793-0841
.
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Davidson River Road Cleanup September 16, 2010
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THE BOOKEND
D

ad, remember this place? The traveler gazed upon his destination and smiled. The lake was
there alright, looking much as it had 30 years ago when he fished it with his father. He
missed his dad more and more these days, and had found his way to this lake of the past to
resurrect fond memories. The traveler left his car in a loamy parking area and walked slowly
toward the boat livery. A dozen aluminum boats lay bottoms-up near the dock, absorbing rays
from the afternoon sun. Napping turtles of tin, he thought, reaching out absently to touch the
nearest one. Its sun-baked hull was hotter than he had expected. “Ouch,” he muttered, quickly
withdrawing his hand to quench smarting fingers in his mouth.
Dad, they had wooden boats when we fished here. The traveler, his fingers still smarting a bit,
strode to the dock to greet an incoming fisherman. “Catch anything?” The fisherman said nothing but pointed to a single largemouth bass, its gills heaving, lying in the boat.
Dad, that bass can’t be more than 10 inches long. The fisherman must have been a mindreader. “Think I’ll turn him loose,” he said. The traveler nodded and was inwardly grateful.
The fisherman stripped his nylon stringer from the quivering fish, then tossed it overboard. Gills
flaring, the bass floated beside the boat a moment, then slowly submerged until it came to rest on
the weedy bottom three feet below. The fisherman grabbed an oar and prodded the sluggish fish,
which did not move. “Don’t know if he’ll make it, I’ve been dragging him around the lake since
morning.”
Dad, it will be a shame if this fish dies. The traveler was glad when the fisherman left. He
stayed on the dock, hoping to see the bass perk up, shake its tail and head for deep water. The
traveler loved to fish for bass. He dreamed of the day when his sons and their children would
share the passion.
Dad, thanks for teaching me to turn the little ones loose as soon as I caught them. The traveler
stood there, watching the bass, for as long as he could. Throughout his vigil, the fish showed
neither signs of recovery nor proof of death. Hoping for the former, the traveler walked slowly
away from the boat livery, away from that special place of so long ago.
Dad, I should have said something to the guy. The traveler, by now half-way home, couldn’t
get the incident off his mind.
Son, you can accomplish more by writing about it.
Published in the Michigan Natural Resources Magazine, September 1985

Norris McDowell , Editor
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Pisgah Chapter Directory
Officers and Board

President ......... Kiki Matthews

828-696-1599

kikimatthews@bellsouth.net

EVENT CALENDAR
October 2

Forest Festival Day
Cradle of Forestry 9:00 - 5:00

October 6

Board Meeting - Kelseys

Vice President... Open
Secretary ......... Chris Ellis

864-458-6240

chris.ellis@us.michelin.com
Treasurer .......... Dick Millonzi

828-595-3905

kmillonzi@morrisbb.net
Past President.. Linda Campbell
828-817-2681
linda.campbell188@gmail.com
.
Director (2010) John Kies
828-698-5207

October 14 General Meeting 7:00 Social, 7:30 Meeting
November 3 Board Meeting - Kelseys
November 6 & 7 Flyfishing Expo WNC Ag Center
November 11 General Meeting 7:00 Social, 7:30 Meeting
No December Board Meeting or General Meeting

johnkies@bellsouth.net
Director (2011) David Pierce

828-891-8991

piercefordp@yahoo.com
Director (2011) Mike Dennis

828-891-7219

ffmd48@yahoo.com
Director (2011) Jim Hoskinson

828-891-8440

ifish2xs@bellsouth.net
Director (2012) John/Shirley Johnson 828-749-1370

john.johnson153@gmail.com
Publishing

Jim Hoskinson

DELAYED HARVEST STOCKING SCHEDULE
Little River
October 6th
November 2nd
Green River
October 6th
November 4th
North Mills River
October 4th
November 4th

828-891-8440

ifish2xs@bellsouth.net
Webmaster

Frank Forrester

828-458-3137

fforrester@hotmail.com

Reference Phone Numbers
NC Wildlife Violations 800-662-7137
NC Wildlife Resource Comm. - Doug Bessler828-659-8684
Fish Biologist - Lorie Stroup 828-877-3265 ext 219

Mentors List
Chapter Members listed below are avaliable to accompany
one or two members who would like to learn more about
fly fishing in our streams. If you are just beginning to fly
fish, here’s an opportunity to get help from
some knowledgeable anglers.
Bob Daubert
693-6262
Alan Frank
926-4737**
Steve Fromholtz
674-2450*
Dave Maxwell
894-0308
Steve Herring
749-9352
Dale Klug
243-6783
Legend: * weekends only
** Haywood County

Silt Problems - Dennis Owenby

828-251-6208

Fish Hatchery Kiosk - Jim Medford

828-702-7037

troutwisperer@gmail.com
Water discharges on the Green River

800-829-5253

Water discharges on the Nantahala River & Tuckasegee River
866-332-5253
National Trout Unlimited www.tu.org
Pisgah Chapter Trout Unlimited www.pisgahchaptertu.org
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