
July 2010 PCTU President’s Letter

Hopefully, everyone is enjoying this nice hot stretch of weather that we have been having lately.

For those of you who missed it, we had a great June meeting (with close to 60 in attendance).  Bill Strickland,
from Davidson River Outfitters gave a great presentation on unique tips and techniques for
fishing the five sections of the Davidson River.

Speaking of the Davidson River, I would like to extend a big thank you to all of the volun-
teers who participated in two recent events; the DRP Work Day on June 14th and the
Roadside Clean-up Day on June 24th.  All of the fall storm damage to the access point stairs
and fencing has now been repaired and our stretch of Highway 276 is now clean.

As a reminder, there will be no regularly scheduled Chapter Meeting in July.  In its place,
we will be having a great family picnic on Saturday, July 17th, from 4:00 PM to 8:00 PM at the UNC
Asheville Kellogg Center on Broyles Road (off of US 64) just outside Hendersonville.  Burgers, hotdogs, and
beverages will be provided.  Please plan on bringing a side dish or dessert.  Please RSVP to
linda.campbell188@gmail.com if you and your family plan on attending since having a headcount makes the
logistics that much easier.

With August rapidly approaching, it means that it is time to start thinking about nominations for the Board since
elections are held every September.  For those of you who might be interested, the board meets once a month,
on the first Wednesday evening, and makes decisions that promote the chapter’s mission.  Board members
serve for two years and it is a great way for a member to make a valuable contribution to the overall health and
strategic direction of the Pisgah Chapter.  Please consider a position for either yourself or encourage anyone
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Join in the food, fellowship and fun at the Annual PCTU Picnic.

When:      Saturday, July 17, 4PM to 8PM
Where:     The Kellogg Center on Broyles Road off US64W, Hendersonville

We will start setting up at 4 PM (later than in the past) and will lock at around 8 PM.
Burgers, dogs and beverages will be provided.  Plan on bringing a side dish or dessert,
if possible.

Please respond to linda.campbell188@gmail.com if you and yours plan on attending.
Having a headcount makes planning easier.  If anyone would like to organize a little
competition of some kind, please feel free.”

 you think would make a good board
member.  The future of the Chapter
could definitely use your help.

See you at the picnic.

Tight Lines

Kiki Matthews

Bill Strickland of
Davidson River
 Outfitters speaks to
PCTU at June Meeting



WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Harry Brown
Lucy Butler
Andrew Uhr

Road Cleanup June 24, 2010
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Repair work on the Davidson
On Monday June 14th twenty hardy Pisgah Chapter folks along with a couple of

Forest Service helpers and a cheering team of three, repaired the storm damage done to the
steps and fences along the Davidson River at the Fish Hatchery. Washed out stone was
replaced, timber berms raised, a set of washed out timbers replaced, and a large Hemlock
tree stump pulled into a washed out hole to prevent further bank erosion. A great big
THANK YOU to chapter members Frank Forrester, Bob Daubert, Skip Sheldon, John
Spooner, Clive Morris, Kiki Matthews, Bob Hankins, Dave Maxwell, Tom Thomas, Yoshi,
Noris McDowell, Tim Schubnekl, Karl Tumpler, Mike Hanesworth, Ken Voltz, Joe Moore,
John Johnson, Steve Pace, Harly Glover, and Brandon McArther for their help in making
the day successful. Our Forest Service partners Lorie Stroup, working right along with the
crew, and Gary Pace providing expert help driving the tractor helped get the work done.
Steve Pace brought along the cheering section, Tammy Pace, Tapangal, and McMinn who
helped pick up our spirits when the heat started getting to us older folks. All in all it was a
great day and things along the Davidson at the Fish Hatchery are back in tip top shape.

Photos by Frank Forrester
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Casting for Recovery Fundraiser

On 19 June 2010, my wife Shirley and I were privileged to attend the Casting for Recovery fundraiser in Asheville.
The fundraiser consisted of an afternoon BBQ, traditional mountain blue grass music, local beer and wines, as well as an
auction. The Pisgah Chapter of Trout Unlimited provided a $500 donation to the cause and was greatly appreciated.

Casting for Recovery is a national non-profit support and educational program for women who have or have had
breast cancer.  It provides an opportunity for women whose lives have been profoundly affected by the disease to
gather in a beautiful, natural setting and learn fly-fishing.  Weekend retreats incorporate counseling, educational services
and the sport of fly-fishing to promote mental and physical healing.  Founded in 1996, Casting for Recovery has been
offering free retreats across the country and relies on local volunteers and organizations to support the community based
retreats. The local Casting for Recovery retreat was featured in the April 2010 edition of North Carolina Wildlife
Magazine and included pictures of PCTU’s Dale Klug providing instruction.

Our point of contact was Starr Nolan, Co-Owner and guide at Brookside Guides, Inc. Starr not only is a Fly Fishing
guide but a member of the Blue Grass band All Strings Considered who provided the music. The food was great, the
refreshments were very great, and there were a lot of nice people there. A bamboo fly rod donated by Charlie Downs
was the hot item for the drawings; however, we were not lucky enough to win it, but we did win a bottle of wine from
Ashevilla Wines…considering my Fly Fishing talents I would have not done the bamboo rod justice, but I can take care
of wine quite handily. Many interesting trips, including a float trip with Kevin Howell of Davidson River Outfitters, and
other items were auctioned which provided additional support for the fundraiser.

I recommend that PCTU continue to support Casting for Recovery in the future…it’s a worthy cause and I’m sure we
all have known a family member or friend who has battled breast cancer. My closest fishing buddy is my wife Shirley, so
seeing these brave women at the fundraiser makes me realize more, the value they provide us. Also, a special thanks
goes to Mike Dennis for coordinating getting us into the fundraiser.

Additional information on Casting for Recovery can be found on the web at http://www.castingforrecovery.org/
index.html

Respectfully,
John Johnson
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ESPN Will Drop Outdoors Programming
Marshall Cutchin
on May 28, 2010 6:13 AM | Permalink
The company that brought us everything from the budget series “Beat Charlie Moore” to
Jose Wejebe’s expensively-produced “Spanish Fly” will pull the plug on fishing and other
outdoors shows at the end of 2010. Just nine years ago, ESPN touted its acquisition of
B.A.S.S. as a big step in the expansion of its outdoors programming. (Actually its first
fishing show, Jerry McGinnis’s “The Fishing Hole,” is the second-longest-running program
on the network.)
But as BassFan.com notes, “ESPN’s decision to dump its outdoor programming parallels
decisions being made across media as a whole. The trend today is toward niche production
and delivery - channels, magazines and digital properties narrowly tailored to fit a
specific fan or enthusiast base.”

OPPORTUNITY AVAILABLE
The Davidson River Project needs a volunteer to take on the Phase III management.  This is a
fulfilling and rewarding task with little actual physical activity required.  The Davidson River
Project has three phase; with the two most physically demanding having already been completed.
Phase I was an assessment phase started in 2002.  Phase II was reparations where PCTU
volunteers accomplished many tasks to control erosion—i.e., fence building, bank stabilization,
cleanups, etc.

Phase III is essentially a station keeping phase; requiring someone to keep tabs on the river, and
to report any problems to the PCTU board.  The Phase III manager needs to visit and observe
the river, and report on the condition to the board of directors biannually..  This report would
cover potential problem areas such as road runoff, silt buildup, bank stabilization, etc.  The Phase
III Manager will be able to consult with past phase managers on an as needed basis for advice on
river conditions.   The US Forest Service would also be available for consultation.  Since there is
no set schedule for river monitoring,the visits to the river can be at the convenience of the Phase
III Manager, but there is a need to cover the entire length of the river inside the National Forest
within the period of a year.  .

The job description for the Phase III Manager is unwritten, and will likely be Influencedby the
new Phase III manager.  Little physically demanding work is required, except occasional hikes/
wades through various sections of the river (preferably with rod in hand), to cover the
approximately 11 miles over the period of a year.  The river should be in good shape, and the
objective of Phase III is to ensure that it remains in good health.

PCTU has adopted the Davidson River as our home water, and we take seriously the job of
ensuring that the Davidson remains a top rated trout stream.  This volunteer job is part of that
commitment.

Please contact Dave Maxwell (  (E-Mail address is <maxco2@windstream.net>  phone contact is
828-894-0308) Or Kiki Matthews (email:  kikimatthews@bellsouth.net and phone is 828-696-1599) for
more details about this volunteer opportunity.



IMPROVE YOUR KNOTS WITH ZAP-A-GAP
Jim Hoskinson

There are five magazines, to my knowledge, which deal with fly fishing.  They are: Fly Fisher-
man, American Angler, Fly Rod & Reel, Fish & Fly, and probably least known Flyfishing & Tying

Journal.  My favorate of these 5 magazines is probably Flyfishing & Tying Journal. I seem to
spend more time reading it and getting more ideas from it.

The SUMMER 2010 issue contained an article by Dave
Whitlock titled “One Knot for Everything?”.  Dave’s article tells
how the Uni-Knot can be used for all connections the fly fisher-
man needs. This is the only knot he teaches in his schools.

At the end of his article Dave mentions that “any knot can be
made stronger, smoother, and more durable with a small drop
of Zap-A-Gap”.  Anything that can improve the strength of a
knot is of interest to me.  I have lost too many big fish over the
years because of knots breaking. The primary problem for me
exists where the fluorocarbon tippet joins to monofilament
leader.

I set out to test Zap-A-Gap’s ability to improve knot strength. I
chose to use short pieces of 5X fluorocarbon tied at each end

with double surgeon’s knots using 3X monofilament.  At one end was a normal knot, at the other
end I  added a drop of Zap-A-Gap to the knot and allowed approximately 5 minutes for drying
time before testing. The photo below shows how the test was performed using hemostats at
each end and pulling until breaking.  I tested 10 knots - the results were all the same - all of the
non Zap-A-Gap knots broke with no failures of the knots with Zap-A-Gap added.   Dave
Whitlock is right - Zap-A-Gap does makes knots stronger!     .

3X MONO
KNOT

5X  FLUO
KNOT
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EVENT CALENDAR
June 30    Board Meeting - Kelsey’s 6:30
July 17       Summer Picnic - Kellogg Center 4PM to 8PM
August 4  Board Meeting - Kelseys
August 12 - General Meeting 7:00 Social, 7:30 Meeting

 Snags and Snarls is published eleven times a year by
the Pisgah Chapter of Trout Unlimited, a non - profit
organization for its members and supporters.
    Address comments to:  Snags and Snarls
      PO. Box 841 Hendersonville NC 28793-0841.

Mentors List
Chapter Members listed below are avaliable to accompany
one or two members who would like to learn more about
fly fishing in our streams. If you are just beginning to fly
fish, here’s an opportunity to get help from
some knowledgeable anglers.
                      Bob Daubert                    693-6262
                      Alan Frank                        926-4737**
                      Steve Fromholtz                674-2450*
                      Dave Maxwell                   894-0308
                      Steve Herring                    749-9352
                      Dale Klug                        243-6783
                                 Legend:   * weekends only
                                               ** Haywood County

Reference Phone Numbers

NC Wildlife Violations     800-662-7137

NC Wildlife Resource Comm. - Doug Bessler828-659-8684

Fish Biologist - Lorie Stroup   828-877-3265 ext 219

Silt Problems - Dennis Owenby 828-251-6208

Fish Hatchery Kiosk - Jim Medford 828-702-7037
troutwisperer@gmail.com

Water discharges on the Green River              800-829-5253

Water discharges on the Nantahala River & Tuckasegee River
                                                                           866-332-5253
National Trout Unlimited  www.tu.org

Pisgah Chapter Trout Unlimited   www.pisgahchaptertu.org

 Sarah
talked

OUR VISION
Pursue a future where healthy populations of native and wild coldwater fish thrive in the Western

North Carolina region for following generations to enjoy.

OUR MISSION
Conserve, protect and restore coldwater fisheries and their watersheds in the Western North Carolina

region.

Pisgah Chapter Directory
Officers and Board

President .........  Kiki Matthews 828-696-1599
kikimatthews@bellsouth.net

Vice President... Open

Secretary ......... Chris Ellis 864-458-6240
chris.ellis@us.michelin.com

Treasurer .......... Dick Millonzi            828-595-3905
kmillonzi@morrisbb.net

Past President..  Linda Campbell 828-817-2681
linda.campbell188@gmail.com

.
Director (2010) John Kies 828-698-5207

johnkies@bellsouth.net

Director (2011) David Pierce 828-891-8991
piercefordp@yahoo.com

Director (2011) Mike Dennis 828-891-7219
ffmd48@yahoo.com

Director (2011) Jim Hoskinson 828-891-8440
ifish2xs@bellsouth.net

Director (2011)   Frank Forrester         828-458-3137
fforrester@hotmail.com

Director  (2012)  John Johnson            828-749-1370
          john.johnson153@gmail.com

Director  (2012)  Shirley Johnson         828-749-1370

Publishing Jim Hoskinson 828-891-8440
ifish2xs@bellsouth.net

Webmaster         Frank Forrester         828-458-3137
 fforrester@hotmail.com

Snags &  Snarls  11Snags &  Snarls  11Snags &  Snarls  11Snags &  Snarls  11Snags &  Snarls  11


