June 2010 PCTU President’s Letter

The days are both warmer and longer……..the rivers have been stocked……the cold and
ice from last winter now seem to be a distant memory.
Looking back at the month of May, it certainly was a busy month for the chapter. All of the
delayed-harvest rivers have been stocked again. We had two Kids’ Fishing Days at Stu
Cohn’s pond. These two events were very successful thanks to the great efforts of Stu,
Wai, Scott, and the many other volunteers who made each of these Saturdays a special
event for the kids involved. We also had a great turnout for our special chapter meeting
which featured fly tying for both the novice and the expert. Thanks to all who shared their talents and techniques with everyone.
Now that June is here, the number of chapter projects is slowing down a bit. Having said that, we do have a
Davidson River Project Work Day scheduled for Monday, June 14th. The primary objective is to repair the
various areas of fencing and stairs that were damaged during the heavy rains from last fall. Skip and Bob will be
our leaders and we will definitely need a number of volunteers that day to complete this work. Please continue
to check the website and watch for email announcements regarding further details on this event.
Make sure to also mark your calendars for this month’s chapter meeting on June 10th. Bill Strickland, from
Davidson River Outfitters, will be sharing information on fishing the five sections of the Davidson River. It
should be a great presentation.
Until next time……tight lines.

Kiki Matthews
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The Speaker for the June 10, 2010 Meeting wll be Bill Strickland of
Davidson River Outfitters.
Bill’s topic will be the 5 sections of the Davidson River and how to
fish each.
Bill Strickland ... is the newest member to the Davidson River
Outfitters staff. Bill grew up in the foothills of the North Georgia
Mountains chasing Bass along the shores of Lake Lanier. After
graduating from Appalachian State University, Bill furthered his fly
fishing knowledge by working and guiding in Alaska on the Kenai
River. Over the last several years Bill has been stalking and landing
large Trout and Smallmouth Bass across the Southeast. If you fish
with Bill bring plenty of film for your camera.

From The Editor
I’m back and working on the newsletter. I want to thank my many friends for
keeping me in their thoughts during this difficult time Thanks to Frank Forrester
who put out that terriffic May issue. Frank also took all the photos of the Green
River Stocking., the May Chapter Meeting, Fly Fishing School, and the Kids
Fishing Days.
James Hoskinson

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Rob Caldwell
Keith Carroll
Charles Glatzer
AP Hanson
William Jameson
Marc Jones
Gary Walsworth
Ed Wilson
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THE PLEASURES OF NORTH GEORGIA
by Linda Campbell
As Spring 2010 began, the time seemed right to spend a gift certificate
Mark and I purchased at the May 2009 PCTU Banquet—a full day
of unguided fishing on the Nacoochee Bend section of the
Chattahoochee outside Helen, Georgia. This is private water leased
by Unicoi Outfitters.
Our trip began on a Wednesday in early May with a 2 ½ hour drive to
Smithgall Woods-Dukes Creek Conservation Area. Our cabin was
incredibly well appointed, with firewood, a waiting hottub, front porch
rockers, and everything we needed except for food and beverage.
Dukes Creek, the on-site catch and release trout stream, is rated by TU as “One of the Top 100 Trout Streams
in the U.S.” Access is strictly limited to the public on only three days each week on the lower stretch. The
upper section is reserved at all times for lodgers, and we had no company. It should be noted that only barbless
hooks are allowed, not only on the tippet but in your possession. Duke’s Creek is patrolled vigorously, and
sinners are fined $50 per barb. Needless to say, Mark and I both spent hours mashing down barbs. (You
know, you mean to fish without barbs, but then you buy some flies and don’t think about it?) So Wednesday til
dark and all day on Thursday we had Duke’s Creek all to ourselves. The stream alternates between deep runs,
long, glassy pools and thundering cascades, some of which are a challenge to get to. We took rainbows and
browns from six to eighteen inches on prince nymphs and a Mother’s Day caddis. In one deep undercut Mark
spotted a mammoth brown, but chose not to pursue it due to the proximity of an underwater hemlock. Mark
counted fourteen or so caught and released, my number being somewhat less. We spent both nights of our trip
at Smithgall and would definitely go back.
On Friday morning we reported in to Unicoi Outfitters for our unguided access purchased at the banquet for
$130 (a $360 value). I had already decided, however, that I would like to improve my chances of catching
some big fish. So after great fun fishing the lower section
before lunch, we fished the prime area of deep runs in the
afternoon with guide Rex Gudgel. Mark and I both lost count
of how many 16 to 25-inch rainbows we caught, not counting
the “long-line releases”. Almost all were caught on either an
egg pattern or San Juan worm with various droppers. The
Hooch was still running a little high and fast from monsoon
rains earlier in the week, but these fish were hungry in spite of
being caught on a regular basis. One of the more interesting
events of the afternoon was when I was given the old
“switcheroo”. I had hooked about a 23-25-incher and it was playing me like a
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fiddle having taken my SJW. Suddenly the fish seemed to be fighting less hard and I was
able to land it easily. This seemed really odd until I realized that the dropper had been
chomped by a much smaller rainbow, maybe 10 inches. He put on just enough pressure to
allow the biggie to spit out the worm and leave the scene. Cheated, I was. At another
time, Mark took out the camera to photo my latest catch, and watched his rod take off as
his fly was gobbled up. Fortunately rod, reel, camera and fish were all brought under
control.
I guess the moral of this story is that we had a great three-day vacation in an absolutely
gorgeous place with blue-ribbon water and big fish, all because we spent a few dollars to
help out the Chapter at last year’s banquet. You should try it sometime.
A 5,600-acre mountain retreat and conservation area, Smithgall Woods combines a unique natural setting with the
seclusion and rustic charm of a private mountain estate. The Lodge at Smithgall Woods offers upscale rustic accommodations for up to 28 overnight guests, countless outdoor recreational activities, one of the southeast’s fine
The Lodge at Smithgall Woods is located within the in the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Georgia, three miles west
of Helen on Ga. Hwy. 75-A.
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Green River Stocking - May 4, 2010
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What the flood waters can mess up, we can fix
Some of the fences and steps we installed at the fish hatchery were slightly damaged by
the floods that occurred this past Winter and Spring. We plan to fix these problems and
put everything back into god shape at a workday on Monday June 14th. We will be replacing stone in many of the steps and moving a section of the fence back from the edge of the
river because the bank was washed out. Meet at the Fish Hatchery parking lot at 9:00. We
will provide lunch and should be finished with the repair work shortly thereafter. Bring
leather work gloves and please let Bob Daubert (mjrldaub@bellsouth.net) or Skip Sheldon
(shelhalla@bellsouth.net) know if you plan to come, so we get a head count for lunches.
Please come join the fun if you can.
Snags & Snarls 6

Photos from the May 13th Chapter Meeting - Fly Tying
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Some photos from the Fly Fishing School - April 24, 2010
Harmon Field, Tryon
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Report from a FFS Student
I stopped by the Hatchery after getting my gear on the 1st to meet Jim Medford. Watching him
work with a family was educational ( I recommend that anyone interested in fly fishing sit back
and watch from the bank sometime when instruction is being given). Most impressive was how
he combined fun with learning.
Sunday the 9th was my time with Jim and I am convinced that fly fishing
is a science – but not an exact cience – do I have a lot to learn! We
worked on reading the water noting resting areas and feeding areas, fly
selection for both Nymphs with droppers and dry fly’s, casting techniques and placement of casts, and noting what they were feeding on.
Setting the hook was the toughest for me and my biggest challenge is
feeling the nibble.
The opportunity to be with Jim was incredible. His enthusiasm and
patience really got me hooked on the sport. We didn’t get any pictures – I think those I caught
were too small to fit on his camera but that will change.
The philosophy of TU as exemplified and also explained by Jim throughout the day has me ready
to join and become active supporting the water and in the water. I will see you Thursday night.

John Gephart

General Meeting Location
and Directions
Our meeting location is at the
Pardee Health Education Center
inside the Blue Ridge Mall.
Anyone travelling I-26 use Exit is 49A.
The Blue Ridge Mall is located at
1800 Four Season’s Blvd,( US 64)
Hendersonville, NC 28759
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KIDS’ FISHING DAYS
Kids’ Fishing Day at Dr. Cohn’s pond was held on May 1 and May 15, 2010.. Kids attendance
was a little disappointing this year, with only five kids from the Brevard Boys and Girls Club
showing up on May 1, and three kids from Faith Link in Hendersonville participatimg on May
15. Initially thirteen kids from each of the Clubs had signed up to come, However, the low
attendance only afforded the kids who came a chance to catch more fish. As a result , 73 trout
were caught on May 1 and 45 were caught on May 15. The kids had a great time, as manifested
by their excitement and hollering each time they catch a trout. One 9 year old boy from Brevard
(fishing with Bob Daubert) was the “ fishing champ” of the day, catching 17 trout. Quite a few
trout were in the 3 plus lb range. After a hard morning fishing workout, the kids were treated to
hot dogs, chilli and saurkraut prepared and served by Scott Shafer and Stu After lunch, a few
TU members helped with cleaning the trout. Each kid took home a nice big bag of fish. It was
really great to see the kids enjoying themselves fishing.
Many thanks to the following TU members who volunteered to help with the kids: Scott Schafer
(May 1 & 15); Mike Haynesworth; Joe Moore; Jim Medford; Bob Daubert; Chris Ellis; Sogi
Soder; Clive Morris; Yoshi; Frank Forrester; John Spooner; Chris OLeary and Dick Millonzi.
We were sorry that Stu was not able to attend the May 15 KFD because of an acute back problem. Hope you are recovering well, Stu.
Of course, these fishing events for the kids would not be possible, except for the kind generosity
of Dr. Stu Cohn who has a big heart for small kids; many of whom have never caught a trout
before. Thank you Stu.
Submitted by
Wai Syn, MD
KFD Coordinator
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Pisgah Chapter Directory

EVENT CALENDAR

Officers and Board

President ......... Kiki Matthews

828-696-1599

kikimatthews@bellsouth.net

June 2
Board Meeting Kelsey’s 6:30
June 10
General Meeting 7;00 Social, 7:30 Meeting
No July Board Meeting or General Meeting.

Vice President... Open
Secretary .......... Chris Ellis
864-458-6240
chris.ellis@us.michelin.com
Treasurer .......... Dick Millonzi

828-595-3905

kmillonzi@morrisbb.net

Past President.. Linda Campbell
828-817-2681
linda.campbell188@gmail.com.
Director (2010) David Pierce
828-891-8991
piercefordp@yahoo.com
Director (2010) John Kies
828-698-5207
johnkies@bellsouth.net
Director (2011) Mike Dennis

828-891-7219

ffmd48@yahoo.com

Mentors List
Chapter Members listed below are avaliable to accompany
one or two members who would like to learn more about
fly fishing in our streams. If you are just beginning to fly
fish, here’s an opportunity to get help from
some knowledgeable anglers.
Bob Daubert
693-6262
Alan Frank
926-4737**
Steve Fromholtz
674-2450*
Dave Maxwell
894-0308
Steve Herring
749-9352
Dale Klug
243-6783
Legend: * weekends only
** Haywood County
Reference Phone Numbers
NC Wildlife Violations 800-662-7137
NC Wildlife Resource Comm. - Doug Bessler828-659-8684

Director (2011) Jim Hoskinson
828-891-8440
ifish2xs@bellsouth.net
Director (2011) Frank Forrester
828-458-3137
fforrester@hotmail.com

Fish Biologist - Lorie Stroup 828-877-3265 ext 219
Silt Problems - Dennis Owenby

828-251-6208

Fish Hatchery Kiosk - Jim Medford

828-702-7037

troutwisperer@gmail.com
Water discharges on the Green River

800-829-5253

Director (2012) John Johnson
828-749-1370
johnjohnson153@gmail.comarls

Water discharges on the Nantahala River & Tuckasegee River
866-332-5253
National Trout Unlimited www.tu.org

Publishing

Jim Hoskinson
828-891-8440
ifish2xs@bellsouth.net

Pisgah Chapter Trout Unlimited www.pisgahchaptertu.org

Webmaster

Frank Forrester
828-458-3137
fforrester@hotmail.com

Snags and Snarls is published eleven times a year by the
Pisgah Chapter of Trout Unlimited, a non - profit organization for its members and supporters.
Address comments to: Snags and Snarls
PO. Box 841 Hendersonville NC 28793-0841.

Sarah
talked

OUR VISION
Pursue a future where healthy populations of native and wild coldwater fish thrive in the Western
North Carolina region for following generations to enjoy.

OUR MISSION
Conserve, protect and restore coldwater fisheries and their watersheds in the Western North Carolina
region.
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