President’s Letter

A

nother year is coming to a close. They seem to
do so more and more quickly. I’m still congratulating myself for writing ’08 on
checks instead of ’07. As I look
back over 2008, I feel a great deal
of pride that the Pisgah Chapter of
Trout Unlimited has accomplished
so much and contributed so much
to the well being of the community
of man and to the sustainability of
our environment. Forgive me for
wandering down memory lane.

Each year we provide an annual financial report to
TU National showing our income and expenses for
the year. We also report the number of volunteer
hours contributed during the year. This number,
after calculation using a fixed value per hour, is
added to the net value of our chapter to the whole
of TU. This year we reported 1750 hours. WOW!!
How on earth did we use up 1750 hours of people’s
time?
Each quarter Chapter volunteers pick up litter from
the roadside along the Davidson River. Ross Fox
leads this effort, providing hot coffee and great
muffins to volunteers who doggedly pick up trash
left by thoughtless Forest users. In 2008 the chapter received recognition for ten years’ participation
in the North Carolina Adopt-a-Highway program.

In October chapter members participated in North
Carolina Big Sweep, picking up litter in and along
the Green River in Polk County. Big Sweep is part
of an international program to clean up waterways
worldwide. Mark Byington coordinated.
Five times in 2008 we assisted the Davidson River
hatchery in stocking delayed-harvest streams in our
tri-county area. In March, April, May, October and
November, Woodley Murphy, Jack Soyak and Ross
Fox solicited volunteers to put hundreds of pounds
of trout in the Green and Little Rivers. In addition,
chapter members assisted with stocking on the
East Fork of the French Broad and the North Mills.
In May we hosted three Kids’ Fishing Days, providing assistance, encouragement and lunch to children, some disadvantaged and some handicapped.
At the KFD event at Lake Imaging in DuPont Forest, we provided equipment through a grant from
WalMart. Wai Syn coordinates these outings, and
Stu Cohn graciously provides a generous stocking
of trout in his pond for two of the events.
In 2008 we expanded our Trout-in-the-Classroom
program to two classrooms at Brevard Middle
School, bringing our number to six installations in
two counties. In addition to providing start-up
funding and assistance, we responded quickly to
equipment failures at two schools, saving fingerling
trout and devoted students’ disappointment.
continued on page 2
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President’s Letter continued
David Pierce is ideal as coordinator for TIC as he is
not only a trout fisherman but also a retired teacher.
Our April 2008 Beginner Fly Fishing School was a
great success once again, thanks to Mark Coffin as
well as the folks at Camp Ton-A-Wandah in Flat
Rock who donate their dining hall for instruction and
provide lunch.
In May our annual Banquet and Auction raised
money to help fund our projects. John Kies chaired
the committee once again, and the Banquet was
both profitable and a lot of fun. Chris Ellis brought
along his bluegrass band to entertain everyone on
the deck at Camp Green Cove at Lake Summit.
Our annual Picnic was held at the Kellogg Center in
July. Darren Moore kept us well fed with burgers
and dogs with all the trimmings. Members supplied
side dishes and desserts. With so much good food
and hot, hot weather, nobody even thought about a
casting contest.
The summer of 2008 saw another year of NCTU
Rivercourse where young teens are introduced in
coldwater conservation and fly fishing. In many
cases, Rivercourse becomes a life-changing event,
awaking the young people to the world around them
and launching them as stewards of the environment. Sponsorship for camp participants is provided both by the Chapter and individual members.
One of the projects during the week-long camp is
an outing to the Davidson River to plant riparian
buffer along the banks. The cost for bus transportation and insurance is covered from Chapter funds.
Bob Daubert, Steve Herring and Mike Dennis, as
well as unknown others, donate their time and
money to this worthy causes.
Throughout 2008 Al Rogers supplied boxes filled
with his own hand-tied flies for raffle at monthly
general meetings. Our additional income as a
result of Al’s generosity was $800. Thank you, Al.
Now if I could just win that raffle!
We are proud to have provided financial support in
2008 for Casting for Recovery, a program for
survivors of breast cancer.
2008 marked the first award of the William L.
Arbuckle Scholarship at North Carolina State University. A senior majoring in Coldwater Fisheries
received the $1,000 gift.

One special group of volunteers form the hub
around which all these activities revolve. Our Board
of Directors—Kiki Matthews, vice-president; Dale
Klug, past-president and State Council member;
Chris Ellis, secretary; Mark Coffin, treasurer; Mike
Dennis; Steve Herring; Jim Hoskinson; John Kies;
David Pierce; and Wai Syn make it all possible.
Last, and most importantly, 2008 saw continued
creativity, resourcefulness and dedication by volunteers, valiantly led by Bob Daubert and Skip
Sheldon, on our premier project, the Davidson River
Project. Working with the U.S. Forest Service, our
volunteers worked to restore this wonderful resource and guarantee its sustainability, providing
future generations of flyfishers with the privilege of
fishing a premier trout stream right here in our
neighborhood. To cover the cost of materials for
repair and restoration, Bob and Skip applied for and
received an Embrace-a-Stream grant from TU
National in the amount of $8500.
There is justice after all. Bob Daubert won the raffle
for the Scott G-Series fly rod at the November
meeting. Congratulations, Bob!
I simply cannot finish 2008 without thanking Jim
Hoskinson, editor-in-chief of Snags & Snarls, who
spends endless hours creating our wonderful
entertaining and informative newsletter. These
days he is hard at work developing our anniversary
logo.
As we go forward into 2009, we celebrate the 40th
anniversary of the Pisgah Chapter of Trout Unlimited, founded in 1969 by a group of eighteen men in
Transylvania County. Today we are 275. There will
be many ways to celebrate this momentous
achievement during the coming year. Stay tuned
for news of upcoming events. In addition, 2009 is
the 50th anniversary of Trout Unlimited, so we have
much to celebrate and be thankful for.
As we begin our 41st year, I invite and encourage
each of you to step forward and contribute to the
future of the Pisgah Chapter. In these desperate
financial times some chapters may fail to achieve
their financial goals or need to curtail outreach
programs. Don’t let Pisgah Chapter be one of
those. I ask that you come forward and attend
meetings, enter our raffles for all kinds of good
stuff, buy chapter-logo merchandise at meetings.
continued on page 3
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President’s Letter continued
Come to the banquet/auction in May and get
fantastic deals on donated equipment, trips,
vacations, dining. Volunteer your time for any of
the community-outreach programs mentioned
above. We need people to fill vacant positions—
public relations (write an occasional press release), solicit advertisers for the newsletter,
approach individuals and business for contributions so that we may continue to do the good that
we do. There is so much more we could do with
YOUR help. The Pisgah Chapter of TU has been
there for others for nearly 40 years. Help us make
sure the tradition continues. Be a part of the
future for Pisgah Chapter.

Our speaker for the January 15 Meeting will be
Diane Silver from the NCSU Coop Extension.
She will be speaking on two seperate topics:
Water quality management, and Kids in the
Creek.

I wish each of you a blessed, safe and happy
holiday season, and I look forward to seeing your
smiling faces at meetings and on our streams.
Tight lines,
Linda Campbell

The famous pool on the East Fork of the
French Broad is the Frisch Pool

Our speaker for November 13th meeting was
John Murry, Superintendent of the Pisgah Fish
Hatchery.

Attendance for our November meeting was
49 members & guests!
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Davidson River Project makes some more
Steps forward
On Monday Nov.10th a hardy bunch
of Pisgah TU Chapter volunteers installed
3 sets of timber steps at the openings in
the new fence along the parking lot at the
Fish Hatchery. The fence was built at the
August DRP workday and will help protect
the riparian growth between the parking lot
and the river in this very heavily used
area. Opening were left in the fence to
allow access to the river and this workday
built steps at these openings to make
getting into the river safer and less damaging to the stream banks. Some of the
access points required all the field engineering skills we could bring to the task,
but the result are well constructed steps
that will control bank erosion in these
areas. Thanks goes to the following Chapter members for their great efforts. Ross
Fox, David Pierce, Frank Forrester, Bob
Daubert, Skip Sheldon, Ken Voltz, Dale
Klug, Alan Frank, Pam Fuliver, Ed
Destremps, Charles Dotson, Mike Dennis,
Clive Morris, Emery Schneider, ??? Reed,
John Spooner, Sogi Soder and Yoshi
Kinoshita. Lorie Stroup and 3 Forest Service technicians also pitched in and
helped with the work.
Skip

Snags and Snarls is published eleven times a year
by the Pisgah Chapter of Trout Unlimited, a non profit organization for its members and supporters.
Address comments to: Snags and Snarls
PO. Box 841 Hendersonville NC 28793-0841.
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Dear Piscatorial Partners,
I want to thank all of you for your kind words
during my recovery from my accident. Many of you
have contacted me one way or another, via email,
snail mail or landline. I am experiencing a speedy
recovery, although I
have to wear a neck
brace through February,
The accident was kind
of freakish, but aren’t
most accidents? On
Friday morning, November 21st, I began to paint
our laundry room —
painting is not one of my
favorite activities — and
while getting off of a
step ladder I missed to
last step and lost my
balance and fell down a flight of stairs. It hurt like
hell, but I got up and straightened out the mess that
the fall had caused. I even went back to try and paint
some more. After a while the pain increased. Marcie
took me to the Emergency Room at Pardee where
they asked me what hurt. I complained that my right
thumb was really hurting and that I also had some
pain in my neck and back. Mention the neck and they
immediately immobilize it with a collar. Off to a CAT
scan which revealed that I fractured the C2 vertebrae
in my neck. Onto a flat board and from there onto the
trauma center at Mission Hospital. Surgery was
performed on Sunday, November 23rd to repair the
fracture. The technical name for the surgery is an
anterior fusion of the odontoid process using a titanium screw.
Things could have been a lot worse. Fortunately there was no damage to my spinal cord.
It will be a while before I can get back in the
stream or on the golf course. But that leaves plenty
of time to think of more old classic flies to put in as
the fly of the month. As you may have noticed, I have
been on this classic fly kick lately. 2008 was my 50th
anniversary of fly fishing. If the flies worked in 1958,
why won’t they work now? Someone said that the
trout have gotten smarter. I don’t think so. I think we
have gotten carried away with all the “modern” fly
patterns. I think we have succumbed to market
pressures to try the latest fly pattern that we see in a
magazine or in the fly shop. Think about it, why

shouldn’t the patterns that were around fifty years
ago work today? Let’s tie some of these classic
patterns and lets catch more fish.
Jack Frisch

Jack’s Classic Fly of the Month
Griffiths Gnat

Hook: Dry Fly-Sizes 18-22
Thread: Black
Rib: Fine Copper wire
Body: Peacock Herl
Hackle: Grizzly, palmered
Uses
A simple tie, the Griffiths Gnat imitates an adult
midge and is useful during midge hatches. While
trout feed primarily on pupa during a midge hatch,
they are often receptive to a well-presented
Griffiths.
Comments:
The winter months are a good time to fish midge
patterns here in the Mountains.

Snags & Snarls 5

Thoughts from A Novice
Kiki Matthews

A

s a recent transplant to the mountains of North
Carolina from the shores of Lake Erie, writing
an article for Snags and Snarls initially appeared to
be a rather daunting task. What should I write
about? What could I write about?
I am certainly not an expert
fly fisherman who can give
you the latest tip to catch the
biggest fish or the newest
variation on how to tie the
next greatest fly. Realistically, I can barely say that I
have not even reached the
level of a solid beginner nor
have I even begun to contemplate tackling the basics
of fly tying. As a matter of
fact, I am still trying to
understand which is the best
fly to use when and under

As luck would have it, it was only a few months after
my move that I saw an article in the Times-News
about a fly fishing school being offered by a local
Trout Unlimited chapter. With strong encouragement from my husband, I enrolled.
Well…the rest they say is history. The day that I
spent at the PCTU Fly Fishing School at Camp
TON-A-WANDAH from so many great folks was
exciting, thoroughly convincing me why people take
up this sport.
It was only a few short weeks after the school had
finished that I ventured out for the half-day session
with my mentor, Joe Moore. As it turned out, we
fished the North Mills River for an entire rainy May
day.

what circumstances.
The mountains of North Carolina are breathtaking
no matter if the trees that adorn them are just
beginning to bloom; have burst into their majestic
fall colors; or are covered with the sparkling crystals
of an overnight ice storm. The rivers and streams
crisscrossing these mountains are equally spectacular. They run their respective courses…each at
their individual speeds, but more often than not with
a sound and a sight that gives you undeniable
peace.
It is here without a doubt that one can feel the pull
of fly-fishing. Nothing can match the total serenity
of an early summer morning when the sun is just
breaking through the trees as your first fly touches
the water or the quiet calm of a cold winter morning
when you know that you have entire stretches of
your favorite river to yourself.
It is not just the thrill of catching the biggest or the
toughest fish that a location has to offer…………it is
the sheer joy of seeing lots of healthy fish swimming up and down the stream that keeps drawing
you back.

The fish were biting; Joe’s patience was endless;
and I was catching…at least some of them
anyway………..and I was “hooked” from that day
on………

continued on page 7
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Thoughts from A Novice

Continued

So, in closing, I would like to thank you all for
warmly welcoming me to the area, but also for so
graciously and enthusiastically introducing me to fly
fishing….a sport I have come to love and that in
time will afford me the opportunity to continue to
improve.
See you on the water.
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The Lightning Bug

E

very month Kevin Howell of Davidson River
Outfitters publishes a newsletter with helpful hints, sale items etc. This month he reported that his favorite fly this fall for DH waters
has been the Lightening Bug.
Below is the Lightning Bug Kevin was refering
to.

Mark Thursday April 9th on your
callendar - our speaker will be Kevin
Howell of Davidson River Outfitters.
In addition to learning about fly fishing from an expert you may win a 1/2
day of fishing on the Davidson River
Outfitters Private Waters.

With a little searching on the internet I found this
Lightning Bug which is a little easier to tie.

If you do not receive this valuable newsletter go to:
www.davidsonflyfishing.com/ in the lefthand corner of
the Home Page you will see:
DRO Newsletter -Subscribe Now

THE LIGHTNING BUG NYMPH
With a silver bead head, silver body and forked tail
this nymph could only be called one thing. The
Lightning Bug nymph was developed in the early
1990’s for the Yakima River in Washington. Since
then it has become one of the more popular nymph
patterns in Western America. From Washington
state, the Lightning Bug quickly worked its way
across the fly fishermen of Idaho, Wyoming and
Montana. It crossed the U.S.- Canada border, and
found its way into the fly boxes around the world.
It’s a deadly pattern to use on tailwaters but it will
catch trout on all types of flowing waters. I like using
it on a dropper. Last summer it out performed some
of the more natural imitations I use. A good
attractor nymph

Photo by Barsotti

December 12, 2008 Road
Cleanup
Crew
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How’s this for unusual?
Of the 364 four pound (or larger) trout
painted on the walls of Dan Bailey’s
Fly Shop in Livingston Montana:
7% were taken on small wet flies.
12% were taken with small dry flies.
15% were taken with large dry flies
such as grasshoppers, Wulffs and
adult Salmon Fly imitations.
24% were taken with Woolly Worms,
Bitch Creeks, Girdle Bugs,
and Montana Nymphs.
42% were taken with streamer flies.

Psaros II Trout
Unique design
Psaros II Trout has a unique design without
center axis, the Open Gantry™. This outstanding design enables you to fight fish with both
left and right hand under difficult circumstances with the Simultaneous L-R™ feature.
Invented and made in Sweden Price $ 495
www.psarosflyfishing.com

R.L. Winston Lays Off Production Workers
By

Marshall Cutchin
on December 10, 2008 7:57 AM | Permalink |
Comments (0)
According to Nick Gevock in the Montana
Standard, fly rod maker R. L. Winston has
laid off a portion of its production staff
to cope with slowing sales. “‘The uncertainty is so great that people just aren’t
going into fly shops,’ [Winston CEO Woody]
Woodard said. ‘That’s all the indications
we’re getting and we have to reduce personnel accordingly.’ The layoffs took
effect last week.”
www.midcurrent.com

I suppose if you’re fighting a large fish and
your arm gets tired you could switch.
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Green River Stocking 11/6/08
ere are the names of those in at
tendance.
1.John Barsotti
2.John Spooner
3.Ed Destremps
4.Alan Burkett
5.John Thompson
6.Michael Delmonico
7.Charlie Dotson
8.Ross Fox
Every one got there a little before
10am and the most amazing thing
happened;the hatchery truck showed up
on time.As long as I’ve helped with
stocking this was a first.We
imediately went to work and none of us
had to work too hard because the
hatchery sent us only 757 pounds of
fish with the few monster trout thrown
in.We never get tired of seeing those
big guys.Our next stocking won’t be
until next spring.If you missed this
one I hope to see you next year.
Ross Fox

H

General Meeting
Location and Directions
LOCATION: Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship Hall at the intersection of
Kanuga Road and Price Road,
Hendersonville.
DIRECTIONS:
From downtown Hendersonville
From intersection of Church Street
and Kanuga Street proceed on
Kanuga past the light at the intersection of Kanuga and Erkwood Drive
(on left) the Hall is on the right approximately 1 mile from light
From Polk County - Exit I-26 at
Upward Road. (Exit 55) Proceed west
on Upward Road. Cross highway US
176 to US 25. Turn right at light, then
0.4 turn left on Erkwood Drive. Turn
left at intersection of Erkwood Drive
and Kanuga Road. the Hall is approximately 1 mile from light.
From Transylvania County - Take
US 64 East. Turn right on Crab Creek
Road and follow toward
Hendersonville Road the name
changes to Kanuga
at intersection with
Little River Road.
The Hall is on the
left less than 2 miles
from intersection.

MAPQUEST USERS
use the following destination:
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
409 E. Patterson St.
Hendersonville, NC 28739-6749
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Little River Stocking 11/4/08
he Little River stocking team had a
beautiful day on Tuesday, November
4 and the fall colors were outstanding
throughout the DuPont State Forest.
The team placed 232 pounds of trout or
approximately 685 fish into the Little
River. The mix was approximately 60%
Brook and 40% Brown trout. Most of the
fish were of a small size but there
were some whoppers. The team has 14
active volunteers who have done an
outstanding service assisting the NC
Forest Service and the Fish and Wildlife Service from the Pisgah Fish
Hatchery. The volunteers congratulated Mr. Eric Folk, Forest Ranger, on
his recent marriage to Miss Molly
Carlin in Detroit, Michigan where her
parents live in the suburb of
Ferndale, Michigan where I grew up.
The Pisgah Chapter has assisted in
stocking the Little River since 2004.
We need several additional volunteers
and if interested please contact Jack
Soyak at jsoyak@mchsi.com or by telephone at 692-5007.

T

Picture: The following individuals
were present at the November 4 stocking of the Little River. Mr. Eric
Folk, Forest Ranger, Mr. Scott Marsh,
Pisgah Fish Hatchery, Woodley Murphy,
Bill Wearmouth, Doug McEvoy, Ken
Voltz, John Kocinski, E.J. Oleksiak,
Frank Forrester, Clive Morris, Irv
Lanquest, and Jack Soyak (not in the
picture).

V

inny the Pisgah Pooch says, “Merry
Christmas
and Happy Holidays to all the
Pisgah TU Members and friends!
Stay warm
around the fire
with family and
friends ...............
unless it clears a
bit, and warms up
to 50 or so, in
which case I will
see you on the
water! Tight lines
and a big bark
from Vinny! See you in 2009 for our 40th
Anniversary Year!
—Vinny—

OUR VISION
Pursue a future where healthy populations of native and wild coldwater fish thrive in the Western North
Carolina region for following generations to enjoy.

OUR MISSION
Conserve, protect and restore coldwater fisheries and their watersheds in the Western North Carolina
region.
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Calendar of Events
No December Meeting
1/7/09 Board Meeting Kelseys 6:30
1/15/09 Genral Meeting UUF 7:00Social 7:30 Meeting

Pisgah Chapter Directory
Officers and Board
President
Linda Campbell
Vice President Kiki Matthews
Secretary
Chris Ellis
Treasurer
Mark Coffin
Past President Dale Klug
Director (2009) David Pierce
Director (2009) Wai Syn
Director (2010) John Kies
Director (2010) Steve Herring
Director (2011) Mike Dennis
Director (2011) Jim Hoskinson
Snags & Snarls
Publishing
Jim Hoskinson

828-817-2681
828-696-1599
864-458-6240
828-738-3708
828-817-9287
828-891-8991
828-894-5524
828-698-5207
828-749-9352
828-808-7310
828-891-8440

pctupres@windstream.net
kikimatthews@bellsouth.net
chris.ellis@us.michelin.com
Scirocco14qp@bellsouth.net
troutfish@bellsouth.net
piercefordp@yahoo.com
wysman51@windstream.net
johnkies@bellsouth.net
castawaync@gmail.com
ffmd48@yahoo.com
ifish2xs@bellsouth.net

828-891-8440 ifish2xs@bellsouth.net

Reference Phone Numbers
NC Wildlife Violations
NC Wildlife Resource Comm. - Doug Bessler
Fish Biologist - Lorie Stroup
Silt Problems - Dennis Owenby
Fish Hatchery Kiosk - Jim Medford
Water discharges on the Green River
Water discharges on the Nantahala River
Water discharges on the Tuckasegee River
National Trout Unlimited
Pisgah Chapter Trout Unlimited
Western North Carolina trout fishing

800-662-7137
828-659-8684
828-877-3265 ext 219
828-251-6208
828-699-8593
800-829-5253
866-332-5253
866-332-5253
www.tu.org
www.main.nc.us/PCTU
www.wnctrout.com

Mentors List
Chapter Members listed below are avaliable to accompany one or two
members who would like to learn more about fly fishing in our streams.
If you are just beginning to fly fish, here’s an opportunity to get help from

some knowledgable anglers.
Bob Daubert
693-6263
Steve Fromholtz
674-2450*
Dave Maxwell
894-0308
Steve Herring
749-9352
Dale Klug
243-6783
Legend: * weekends only
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