President’s Message:
Gone Fishing - In Ireland

Meeting Notice
Thursday June 12, 2008
Powell Wheeler NCWRC His Topic will be
“Recent Changes in our Trout Management”

Welcome New Members
Mark Carpenter
Rita Dobson
Jim Garrett
Norman Glick
Scott Lewis
Claude Rice
John Thompson
Mike Williams

OUR VISION
Pursue a future where healthy populations of native and wild coldwater fish thrive in the Western North
Carolina region for following generations to enjoy.

OUR MISSION
Conserve, protect and restore coldwater fisheries and their watersheds in the Western North Carolina
region.
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Davidson River Project Spring
Workday
he Spring workday for the Davidson River
Project was held on May 6th at the Fish
Hatchery. A set of steps was built on Grogan
Creek which is at the back side of the Hatchery parking lot. This creek is used by the
Wildlife Education Center to do in-stream
sampling with students, so the banks get
heavily trod down. It also flows directly
into the Davidson just past the lower end of
the parking lot, so keeping silt out of it
helps keep silt out of the main river.

T
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Wading into Spring
Tom Carney
May 2008: “Wading Into Spring” ©Tom Carney
(Note: Permission granted for one-time use not-forprofit group, only.)
There’s something about standing in a river in spring.
Perhaps it’s because I’ve strayed too long and too far
from flowing waters that the thought is sticking with
me, but ... well ... there’s
something about taking oneself down to those waters and
stepping into the flow. There’s
something even more to being
able to do it in early spring.
Truth be told, though, as I
write this the weather in
northern Michigan has not
really encouraged much “early
spring” river wading. None at
all, to be precise.
That’s where Norris McDowell
comes in.
For about 15 years, McDowell edited the “Michigan
Natural Resources” magazine, the old DNR publication, until he retired in 1992. His proudest memory of
his tenure is that he was able to feature almost
exclusively the work of Michigan writers, such as Tom
Huggler, Jerry Dennis and yours truly, among others.
After he retired, McDowell and his wife Betty stuck
around Michigan for a few years before heading for
Florida. They tried two different houses down there,
but never really felt at home. Then, after a trip to
visit friends in Hendersonville, N.C., they made
another move to nearby Etowah.
”Etowah” is an American Indian term that basically
means “flat plains.”
”So we found ourselves living near the mountains of
western North Carolina but living on the flats,” said
McDowell. And that didn’t sit well with them.
So, they moved on up ... to a deluxe house in the sky.
Their piece of the pie now includes a view of the
Pisgah Ledge of the Blue Ridge Mountains. One of the
privileges this locale affords them: each evening they
step onto their back deck and watch the sun disappear at eye level behind the tops of Mt. Pisgah and
Cold Mountain the one in that Civil War movie from
a few years ago.
As if the scenery weren’t enough to make him say,
“Gee whiz!” Norris has settled in nicely with new
friends, a weekly date for afternoon cribbage and
membership in the local chapter of Trout Unlimited
(Pisgah Chapter 034).
I had promised him I would check out what all the
fuss is about when I had a chance so I planned a visit
earlier this month, as one of the stories I’d gather on
a trip to the Southeast.

So, while Michigan was still shrouded beneath its
lingering blanket of snow, and even though the calendar claimed nearly three more weeks of winter for
itself, I found myself driving into the spring, the
green, the warmth of the Hendersonville area.
We met for lunch at Hannah Flanigan’s,
Hendersonville’s Irish Pub. Actually, to be more
precise, I found my way to the pub and called Norris
down to meet me. He arrived in a driving rain just a
bit out of sorts: seems that he and Betty had planned
to bring me here for dinner and to meet their friends
that evening and I had spoiled things.
Good thing I did, though, for as the afternoon progressed, the rain intensified, the winds kicked up
worse than Norris and Betty had ever seen at their
hilltop home, Norris decided I had wisely chosen to
meet him at Hannah’s, I decided I didn’t really need
to meet their friends and Betty made the call to
cancel.
Through the evening, we watched the weather reports
and were relieved to learn that the next day, the only
one I had available for fishing, would be just about
perfect.
And it was. Almost. The day turned perfect but the
fishing conditions were awful. The winds had died
down. The chilly, “gotta’ wear some fleece,” air
quickly warmed up to temperatures perfect for flyfishing. But all that rain from the previous day had to
go somewhere. That meant after our 25-minute drive
to the secret spot I promised not to reveal, we gazed
upon a deep, dirty, hard flowing river.
I can’t remember the last time I had stepped into a
stream to fish for trout. But for the first time in my
life I understood beyond merely intellectualizing what
Ernest Hemingway means in “Big Two-Hearted River”
when he writes that Nick Adams “felt all the old
feeling.”
The undeniable sense of regeneration does seem to
tug at the legs when one steps into a river, especially
for the first time after a long, self-imposed drought or
a long, cold lonely winter. The heart does tighten a bit
when one feels the tug of a trout at the end of the
line.
I called to Norris as I fought a fat brown trout, but he
had waded far enough upstream that the rush of the
current drowned out my voice.
The relative lack of much action inspired us to seek a
local restaurant for a nice breakfast. Then Norris took
me up to the Davidson River in the Pisgah National
Forest.
I’ll tell you what. If you want the grandeur of a spring
trip to the Great Smoky Mountains but not the crowds
of Pigeon Forge and Gatlinburg, head over the hills
into North Carolina and Pisgah.
continued on page 4
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Wading into Spring from page 3
There isn’t as much commercialism and there aren’t
as many creature comforts and tourist-intense attractions on the east side of the mountains, but that’s
just the point I’m trying to make here.
Trout Unlimited rates the Davidson as one of the 100
top trout streams in the U.S. That rating plus the fact
that roads run alongside it for most of its course also
means that it gets hit hard. It gets hit especially hard
at the bridge near the Pigsah Center for Wildlife
Education and the North Carolina Fish Hatchery.
We drove across that bridge because Norris had
wanted to show me the spot. While there, we thought
we might as well try to catch some fish. He led me
upstream, past the hatchery ponds about a quarter
mile and pointed out a pool and a run, his favorite
spot here.
Because of the pressure they receive, the fish are
notoriously “ultra selective” in this area, known
locally and understandably as the “hatchery section”
of the Davidson. Perhaps it was the high, dirty water.
Perhaps it was the fact that we hit the stream just as
the water was warming up and no other anglers were
around. Or, perhaps it was just dumb luck, but Norris
and I managed to hook a few small but lively trout.
Did we bring them all to the net? Truthfully? Well ...
no.
Then again, Norris was the guide on the trip, these
were his home waters, so we had to abide by his
rules.
”Since this is a catch-and-release zone, if we hook
‘em we count ‘em,” Norris said, and he was the boss.
So, according to that dictum, we caught and released
about a half dozen fish in about a half-hours’ time.
Not great fishing the Davidson, by most people’s
accounting methods, but good enough to write home
about.
A week later, Norris called to say he had caught and
released quite a few trout in the very hole where I
had first fished. He also apologized, once again, for
our rotten luck during my visit.
But something about standing in a river in spring
leaves no room in the discussion for the word “rotten.”
Woods - n - Water News - May 2008

WHY?

General Meeting
Location and Directions
LOCATION: Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
Hall at the intersection of Kanuga Road and
Price Road, Hendersonville.
DIRECTIONS:
From downtown Hendersonville
From intersection of Church Street and
Kanuga Street proceed on Kanuga past the
light at the intersection of Kanuga and
Erkwood Drive (on left) the Hall is on the
right approximately 1 mile from light
From Polk County - Exit I-26 at Upward
Road. (Exit 55) Proceed west on Upward
Road. Cross highway US 176 to US 25.
Turn right at light, then 0.4 turn left on
Erkwood Drive. Turn left at intersection of
Erkwood Drive and Kanuga Road. the Hall
is approximately 1 mile from light.
From Transylvania County - Take US 64
East. Turn right on Crab Creek Road and
follow toward Hendersonville Road the
name changes to Kanuga at intersection
with Little River Road. The Hall is on the
left less than 2 miles from intersection.
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2008 Fly Fishing School
isgah Chapter TU held its annual fly fish
ing school this year on April 5, 2008 at
Camp Ton-A-Wandah in Flat Rock. Although the
weather wasn’t the best for the school, being
both cool and rainy, there were 13 enthusiastic students and as many or more equally enthusiastic instructors! As usual, Camp TonA-Wandah bent over backwards to accommodate
us, providing us with nice touches such as
having morning coffee ready and waiting for
everyone as they arrived.

P

The weather caused us some concern about the
outdoor instruction & classes such as the fly
casting instruction, but Camp Ton-A-Wandah
graciously opened up their gymnasium for us
to use for the casting instruction. Although
it didn’t seem like the ideal environment for
casting, the instructors and students seemed
to adapt and everyone was pleased to be staying warm and dry inside. The weather did
clear out later in the day so we were able to
hold one of the casting instruction classes
outside on the banks of the lake.
Jack Frisch also brought his fly tying bench
with him and demonstrated fly tying to the
students throughout the day, which was very
well received. Several times students had to
be dragged away from the fly tying bench to
attend their regularly scheduled classes!
Jack also showed me a “top secret” fly to use
that he says should be banned because it
works so well. Thanks, Jack!

I confess I also helped paint the cookies;
mine were the ones that didn’t really look
like trout but in the end they all tasted
good so it didn’t matter!!
At the end of the day, all of the students
went away quite happy with the experience and
knowledge they had gained and were looking
forward to applying their new found skills on
the open water. Our students were:
Jim Leibzit
Keith Jollay
Bill Henry
Tory Peterson
Mark Carpenter Paige Shaw
William Gudrian
John Thompson
Charlie Landreth Noah Landreth
I would also like to thank all of our instructors who helped out with the school:
Steve Fromholtz
Bill Lemke
Wai Syn
Chris Ellis
Dale Klug
Steve Herring Bob Daubert
Irv Lanquist
Joe Moore
Darren Moore
Chris O’Leary Al Rogers
Sogi Soder
Jack Frisch
Linda Campbell
Skip Sheldon Jack Soyak

Again, thanks to all who participated and
helped out with the school!!
Mark Coffin

Lunch was a BBQ lunch and was superb, catered
by Camp Ton-A-Wandah. Many thanks go out to
Garrett Graham and the Camp Ton-A-Wandah
staff who worked very hard to make our day a
pleasant one. In addition to the BBQ, my
wife Barrie baked trout-shaped sugar cookies
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KIDS’ FISHING DAY

O

ur annual Kids’ Fishing Day at Dr. Stu Cohn’s pond took
place on May 3rd, 2008 Only six kids with three adult
counselors from the Boys and Girls Club of Transylvania
County participated in the event. It is their first experience at
this event, and from all indications, they had a great time
catching over 70 rainbow trout ranging between 11/2 to 3 lbs.
The champion “fisherkid” of the day was a 10 year old boy by
the name of Brody who caught 17 trout. ( I believe this kid
must have attended our Fly-Fishing School !! ) Weather wise,
we could not have asked for a better day; generally a cloudy
day with only a very light sprinkle of rain for about 10 - 15
mins. just enough to whet our appetite for more serious
fishing. For lunch, hot dogs with all the trimmings and baked
beans were prepared and served by Scott and Stu. Many
thanks to the following chapter members who helped with the
kids and with cleaning the fish, namely: Scott Shafer, Bob
Daubert, Chris Ellis, Joe Moore, Yoshi Kinoshita, Skip
Sheldon, Frank Forrester, Mike Haynesworth and Norris
McDowell. Of course, a very big THANK YOU to Dr. Stu Cohn
who through his kindness and generosity, makes this annual
fun-filled event for the kids a possibility. Thank you Stu. It is
always a thrill to be able to take a kid fishing, whether he/she
is your own or someone elses.

Our next Kids’ Fishing Day is scheduled for May 17. We will
be hosting about 12 special needs kids associated with the
Interfaith Assistance Ministry from Hendersonville. We have
nine members signed up to help, and could use one or two
more members if all 12 kids show up. If interested, please
contact me.
Thank you.
Wai Syn, KFD Coordinator
828-894-5624
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10 year old Brody caught 17 trout

Wachovia Bank N.A.
301 South Main Street
Hendersonville, NC 28792
828-696-4460
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Business & Management Consulting Services
Computer Bookkeeping Services
Accounting & Auditing Services
Estate & Retirement Planning

Tax Planning & Preparation
Comoliance Auditing
Forensic Accounting
Litigation Support

www.th-cpa.com

697-7583
110-B Chadwick Square Ct. Hendersonville

251-2727
108 Executive Park Asheville
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Scott E. Price
902 Fleming Street, Suite C
Hendersonville, NC 28791

828-697-0111
800-476-6354

Branch Manager,Vice President
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SPECIAL NEEDS KIDS’ FISHING DAY

T

he second Kids’ Fishing Day for special needs kids took
place on May 17, 2008 at Dr. Stu Cohn’s pond. The weather
was sunny and mild, and it was a great day for fishing. Only five
kids (between the ages of 7 and 15) who are assocciated with
the Interfaith Assistance Ministry of Hendersonville attended the
event. They were accompanied by their parents. We were
expecting 12 kids initially, but what we lacked in quantity (of
attendance), was fully made up by the quality of fun and excitement by the kids. They had never fished for trout before, and
when the the first kid caught the first trout, you could hear her
yell and scream with delight across the County. Then they all
started catching fish, and you can see on their faces how much
they were enjoying it. About 50 fish were caught, most weighing
about 2 lbs each.
For lunch, hotdogs and baked beans were prepared by Scott
Schafer and Stu. I believe most of them had double servings.
After lunch they continued fishing, while some of our members
cleaned and bagged the fish. The day ended about 2pm, and
each kid took home at least one nice bag of fish. I believe they
all (including the parents) had a fun-filled day.
I wish to thank Scott Schafer, Bob Daubert, Joe Moore, Chris
Ellis, Frank Forrester, Norris McDowell and Sogi Soder for
volunteering to help.
Again, a BIG Thank You, Stu; just think how many kids you
have given a few hours of real joy and excitement which, I am
sure, they will remember a long time.

Wai Syn,
KFD Coordinator

Snags and Snarls is published eleven times a year
by the Pisgah Chapter of Trout Unlimited, a non profit organization for its members and supporters.
Address comments to: Snags and Snarls
PO. Box 841 Hendersonville NC 28793-0841.
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Dear Dr. Syn and Dr. Cohn,
As the Faith Link Coordinator at Interfaith Assistance Ministry I
would like to extend my heart-felt thanks to you both along
with all the members of the Pisgah Chapter of Trout Unlimited
for the wonderful opportunity of allowing our children and
parents to participate in such an enjoyable experience. They
had a great time and loved the cookout while making new
friends with your volunteers. How nice of you to clean and
dress the trout to send home with our folks. The pictures you
sent were very good. I look forward to meeting you both and
the rest of TU next year.

Notice to all members: Please report any changes
(email, phone no., address etc) to Linda at
pctupres@windstream.net
and go to tu.org and change it in your profile.

Peace,

Janna Davis
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Calendar of Events

T

he following schedule lists the upcoming programs and events that
have been approved and have been assigned dates. More details will be
provided for each event as it approaches.
6/4/2008
6/12/2008
6/14/2008
6/19/08

Board Meeting Kelsey’s 6:30
General Meeting UUF 7:00Social 7:30 Meeting
Kid’s Fishing Day - DuPont Forrest
Road Cleanup 9:00 am Coon Tree

Pisgah Chapter Directory
Officers and Board

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Past President
Director (2008)
Director (2008)
Director (2009)
Director (2009)
Director (2010)
Director (2010)
Snags & Snarls
Publishing

Linda Campbell
Kiki Matthews
Chris Ellis
Syd Stern
Dale Klug
Mark Coffin

828-817-2681
828-696-1599
864-458-6240
828-817-9287
828-243-6783
828-891-4969

pctupres@windstream.net
kikimatthews@bellsouth.net

David Pierce
Wai Syn
John Kies
Steve Herring

828-891-8991
828-894-5524
828-698-5207
828-749-9352

piercefordp@yahoo.com
wysman51@windstream.net
johnkies@bellsouth.net
castawaync@gmail.com

Jim Hoskinson

828-891-8440 ifish2xs@bellsouth.net

Reference Phone Numbers
NC Wildlife Violations
NC Wildlife Resource Comm. - Doug Bessler
Fish Biologist - Lorie Stroup
Silt Problems - Dennis Owenby
Fish Hatchery Kiosk - Jim Medford
Water discharges on the Green River
Water discharges on the Nantahala River
Water discharges on the Tuckasegee River
National Trout Unlimited
Pisgah Chapter Trout Unlimited
Carolina trout fishing

chris.ellis@us.michelin.com
sydneyvstern@gmail.com

hapter members listed below are
available to accompany one or two

members who would like to learn more
about fly fishing in our streams. If you
are just beginning to fly fish, here’s an
opportunity to get help from some knowledgable anglers.
Henderson County
Bob Daubert
Steve Fromholtz

693-6262
674-2450 *

Polk County
Dave Maxwell
Don Sain

894-0308
749-1245

Transylvania County
Bob Cornelisen
862-8282
Legend: * weekends only

troutfish@bellsouth.net
Scirocco14gp@bellsouth.net

800-662-7137
828-659-8684
828-645-6000
828-251-6208
828-699-8593
828-698-2068
866-332-5253
866-332-5253
www.tu.org
www.main.nc.us/PCTU
www.wnctrout.com

Largest flyfishing inventory
in the Southeast
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