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When I decided to accept the president position
for the chapter the circumstances were just a

little unusual and
perhaps a bit cha-
otic, and I recall
asking myself what
have I gotten myself
into… sketchy turn-
over of materials,
projects partially
completed… many
of you would say:
“Oh, just the usual
situation in a volun-

teer outfit.” Regardless of the circumstances, the
Pisgah Chapter has moved forward with many
new projects and initiatives that will continue
long into the future. July, 2009 will mark the 50th

anniversary of Trout Unlimited, and the Pisgah
Chapter will just have turned 40, which is quite
a milestone.

The past couple of years have had their chal-
lenging moments, and many, if not all, have
been resolved with a friendly hand-shake and
“I’ll see you on the water.”  I’m sure there will
be the same sort of challenges and difficult
decisions for the new board and project leaders
to overcome.  One thing that has impressed me
regarding the membership the past couple of
years is someone always steps up, volunteers
when necessary, and it hasn’t always been the
veteran members.  I encourage the newer mem-
bers to the chapter to get involved.  It doesn’t
mean one has to be on the board or commit an
extraordinary amount of time in heading-up a
project, it can be as simple as submitting an
article to the newsletter of a favorite fishing
experience… or even perhaps a not so favorite
experience.

This year the 48th anniversary of Trout Unlimited
annual meeting will be in Boise, so I decided to
attend as the timing is right: I’m 48,  and I grew
up in Boise...the fishing is very good in early
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 September in Idaho, the temperature is right
and the color is perfect. Oh, did I mention the
fishing is very good in early September!

I would like to thank each of you for your
support during my tenure, as well as those that
presented some challenges.  Taking the time to
mention names in saying thanks has always
been a problem for me, as I invariably miss
someone.  However, I am grateful that Mary
Jane (my wife) has been both patient and sup-
portive through all the meetings, phone calls and
“fish stories” I have related the past few years.
Her support has been invaluable.

It has truly been an enjoyable time and an honor
to work with you all.  Thanks again for all your
support.

I’ll see you on the water!

Dale

The chapter meeting in September is our annual
meeting in which new positions will be filled
and new leadership will take over.  During the
course of their tenure, please consider the fact
they are all volunteers (which means the salary
is low and the hours can accumulate quickly at
times).  I urge you to not nominate a person at
that meeting that has not agreed to assume the
responsibilities before hand.
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From the Editor
The following is  from an article in  the New
York Times 7/14/07 titled the Incomplete Angler
by Harry Hurt III:  “Fishing ranks among
America’s most  popular activities.  According to
a study by the Outdoor Industry Foundation, a
trade group, 77.3 million people participated  in
various  forms of  fishing in 2005.  The study
found that 14.7 million people participated in
saltwater and/or freshwater  fly fishing.  But it
also noted that there had been a 19.9% decline
in the number of fly fishing participants since
2004.

Huh?  I certainly haven’t noticed any  decline in
those who fly fish our streams.  It’s getting so
that  you can’t even find a place to park your car
- let alone fish.

 This photo is of Ken Hardwick with a 26”
brown trout he caught on 7/22/07. Ken is a
guide for Davidson River Outfitters.  (No, I don’t
have stock in DRO)

What I think is significant about this fish is that it
was caught in the middle of summer on water
we can all fish.  According to Ken he caught it
on the “Regular Davidson” in early  evening on a
hare’s ear..  That was all I could get out of him.
You’ll have figure the rest out on your own.

Fish of a Lifetime

Welcome New Members
We are happy to welcome these new members

to the Pisgah Chapter of Trout Unlimited

Ann Misek

John Pralinsky

Jerry Lanford

Letters from attendees of NCTU Rivercourse

Dear Pisgah TU Chapter
My name is Sam and I would like to thank all of
you for getting me into this camp. I had a great
time at camp. I got 10 fish - 9 trout and 1 bass. I
had a great time and was awarded a new fly
reel and a new book on fly fishing.  I would like
to show my great appreciation for sending me
hear.
Thanks
Sam Owen

Dear
       Pisgah Chapter Trout Unlimited,
I’am so appreciated for your time  I injoyed it.  I
had a lot of experience from fly fish. I never fly
fished before and fly fishing tying.  On 5 days fly
fish proudly teach me now to fly fishing, tying
and safely so thanks proudly.

Dear Pisgah Chapter of Trout Unlimied,
Thank you for paying half of the cost to come to
Rivercourse.  I had already done a lot of fishing
but not a lot of fly tying.  I was really suprised of
have well I tyed with hands on and demonstrat
I have caugt plenty of fish .  I have caught 7 fish
with Mr.Heald and have had plenty of fun.  I
won a fly box and flies for the first fish on Sun-
day afternoon it was a 14in. rainbow.  Then I got
a 8/9 reel for the best casting of the week.
Thanks for  sending me.
                                                  Michael A. Bell
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Disapearing Hemlocks of WNC

Chris Ellis

Recently I took a trip to the extreme western
corner of NC to see Joyce Kilmer National Forest
before the giant hemlock trees disappear.  The
smaller under story hemlocks along the stream
were already dead.  The large giants while still
holding on had lost most of their leaves.  The
forest is still impressive but it has lost the dense
shade reducing the ethereal experience of a
primeval forest.  This is a tremendous loss of
trees hundreds of years old that will not be
experience again for many generations.

My trip to Joyce Kilmer was prompted by a
Bradley Fork fishing trip in the Pisgah National
Forest.  This was a fall trip and I did not initially
take note of the thinning and dead hemlocks.
After snagging and loosing a couple flies to near
invisible branches, I realized that most of the
hemlock branches stretching over the stream
were absent of leaves.  Normally I would have
avoided them with by back cast.

 For several years I have been hearing about the
invasion of the hemlock woolly  adelgid and it’s
infection of local hemlock trees.    However, I
was not prepared for the extensive and
widespread damage.

Hemlock trees are important components of the
cold water stream ecosystems in Western North
Carolina.   Aside from their beauty they are an
important stream component that serves
important ecological roles.  Hemlocks are
important keystone species in the near stream
areas.

 The dense under story and over story shade is
important in maintaining cool water
temperatures for trout, and provide habitat for
birds, terrestrial and aquatic organisms
including sensitive plant and fungus species.
Once infected hemlock trees typically die within
4 to 7 years

The hemlock woolly  adelgid feeds on the fluids
of the hemlock tree and was originally
introduced from Asia in the Pacific North West
in 1924.  They were first detected in
Pennsylvania in 1967.  The small fuzzy white
egg sacs containing as many as 300 eggs cling to
the undersides of hemlock branches.   The
Adages may have two generations per year.
They generally emerge in April or May and
crawl to suitable feeding sites.  Wind, birds, and
mammals often spread the nymphs and wingless
or winged adults to nearby hemlocks.

The Eastern and Carolina Hemlocks are more
susceptible to adelged damage than the Asian
and Western hemlock trees.   The adelged injects
toxins into the tree which accelerate the dieback.
This also makes the trees more vulnerable to
other tree infecting pest.  The adelgids can be
reduced by cold snaps and cold winters,
however the mild winters of the Southern
Appalachians can result in sharp increases in
populations.  .

In WNC and Tennessee the Great Smokey
Mountain National Park has the largest acreage

of old growth hemlocks of any national park.
Continued on page 4
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 In addition to the 800 acres of old growth there
are 90,000 acres of younger hemlock trees.
Currently the Forest Service is trying to protect
trees by spraying insecticidal soap or
horticultural oils where trees are accessible by
road.

Other control methods include treating large
trees at campsites with a systemic insecticide.
This is administered by soil drenching or by
injecting the insecticide directly into the trunk.
Another method of control is the release of
predator beetles which feed only on adelgids.
Released in 2002, the beetles will need a number
of years to be an effective control method.  Initial
monitoring results are encouraging.

Studies are underway to determine how to
reduce or eliminate the hemlock wooley adelged.
These include the impact of hemlock loss on
stream side ecosystems; control/monitoring
techniques, and the development of restoration
techniques.  The USDA, State, university, and
private forest service studies are being led by the
Southern Research Station headquartered in
Asheville, NC.  Much of the research is taking
place at the 5400 acre Coweeta Hydrologic
Laboratory in WNC.

My next trip is to visit the old growth forest at
Cataloochee near Maggie Valley.  I hope for the
best, but fear the worst.   The future rests with
the scientist who is working to solve the problem
of our disappearing hemlock forests.  Once
solved, in 20 years, our beloved trout streams
may again be shaded by graceful hemlock
branches.

References:

http://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/coweeta/
highlights/hemlockwoollyadelgid/

 http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/forestry/
woollyadelgid/index.aspx

http://www.nps.gov/grsm/naturescience/
hemlock-woolly-adelgid.htm

Disapearing Hemlocks of WNC

Continued from p3
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PCTU Board of Directors & Officers

Listed below are the nominees for the
 2007-2008 term.

President:  Linda Campbell
Vice Pres.  vacant
Sec.     Chris Ellis
Treas.         Syd  Stern
Past Pres     Dale Klug

Directors

2008 Mark Coffin
2008 David Watterworth

2009 David Pierce
2009 Wai Syn

2010 Steve Herring
2010 John Kies
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Also, the following positions will need
leaders to take over from current members:

Roadside  Cleanup  contact Art Smith

Public Relations, contact Ed Klein

Fly of the Month

Chernobyl Ant

Materials List:
TMC 5212 #8
6/0 or 8/0 thread
Brown hackle, neck or saddle
Round rubber legs (white)
Fly Foam (black, tan & white

For detailed tying instructions visit
the following web site:
http://www.creelflyfishing.com/
tennessee_trout_flies.htm

Scott E. Price
Branch Manager,Vice President

 902 Fleming Street, Suite C     828-697-0111

Hendersonville, NC 28791       800-476-6354
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The following appeared in the
Hendersonville Times-News

The type of contaminant and the source
remain under investigation by state and
federal authorities. Biologists warned
the public to not eat or touch fish from
the river.

The Mills River, which flows through
western Henderson County, contains
several
species of fish, the endangered
Appalachian elktoe mussel and drinking
water
intakes for Asheville and
Hendersonville.

Published Friday, July 27, 2007

Officials investigate Mills River fish
kill

Hendersonville Times-News Online

State and federal officials are
investigating a fish kill on the Mills
River on
Friday, which claimed hundreds of fish,
including this redhorse found near the
intersection of N.C. 280 and South Mills

River
Road.
Scott
Parrott /
Times-News

MILLS
RIVER —
Contaminants
flowed in
the Mills
River and
its south
fork
Friday,

killing fish and threatening an
endangered mussel.

“You pretty much couldn’t pick a worse
river to have something like this
happen,” said Gary Peeples of the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service’s Asheville
field office.

The fish kill began between Dalton Road
and Old Homeplace Lane off South Mills
River Road, said Roy Davis, an
environmental engineer with the N.C.
Division of
Water Quality. The south fork courses
through farm land in the area, which
received heavy rain Thursday.

The Division of Water Quality collected
water samples to test in Raleigh to
determine the cause of the fish kill.
The tests could take one or two weeks,
Davis said.

People reported first seeing dead fish
Thursday afternoon, Davis said. But the
contamination could have occurred as
early as Thursday morning, he said.

Hendersonville Utilities Director Lee
Smith said regular sampling at the Water
Treatment Plant showed nothing out of
the ordinary in the city water supply.

The city is conducting more intensive
tests at the intake and within the city
water system that could take one week,
he said. Hendersonville has a water
intake on the Mills River about four
miles downstream from where the
contamination occurred.

Continued on page 7
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Fish Kill continued

“We’re obviously concerned, but right
now we’re not throwing up any red
flags,”
Smith said.

Biologists from the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service searched the river
Friday for
the endangered Appalachian elktoe
mussel. The mussel is only found in a
few streams in Western North Carolina
and eastern Tennessee, including the
Mills
River.

“So far, the mussels that we’re finding
look good,” Peeples said.
“Unfortunately, mussels can have a
delayed reaction to this kind of thing,
so
we’ll have to keep an eye on things for
a while.”

Biologists planned to return Sunday to
check the health of the mussels. If
mussels die, the party responsible for
the contamination could face federal
charges for harming an endangered
species, Peeples said. The state could
also
recover the cost of the killed fish from
the responsible party, Davis said.

Pastor Steve Cooke found trout floating
belly up Friday morning in the water
behind Mills River Baptist Church on
South Mills River Road.

“That’s really a disturbing thing,” said
Cooke, who anxiously awaited word on
whether the water would soon be safe.

Area churches use a pool behind Mills
River Baptist for baptisms, and some
were
scheduled for Sunday. Cooke didn’t know
what the church would do.

Mills River resident Carl Hill and his
son, Andrew, planned to fish the Mills
River from N.C. 280 toward the
confluence with the French Broad on
Friday.

Continued on page 8



MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
New Members:  You may join by ac-
cessing the national TU website at
www.tu.org/intro.  Please specify
our Pisgah Chapter number 034 in the
the box for Code/Chapter Number.
This will put you on our membership
roster and mailing list.  New members
may take advantage of the special In-
troductory Member rate of $17.50.
Renewals:  Current Pisgah TU mem-
bers may renew in two ways.  You
may simply complete and return the
renewal form sent to you by TU Head-
quarters, or renew on-line at
www.tu.org by accessing the Join/
Renewal link.  TU is encouraging use
of the e-mail link and there may be
some special promotional offers avail-
able.  Your chapter affiliation will re-
main the same.  If you are a renewing
member transferring to the Pisgah
Chapter, you will need to note this on
the renewal form or send a separate
e-mail to change to our Pisgah Chap-
ter (034).  There is a link on the
TU.ORG webpage for this purpose.
You will need to include your mem-
bership number (ID) for any actions.

Snags and Snarls is published
eleven times a year by the Pis-
gah Chapter of Trout Unlimited,
a nonprofit organization, for its

members and supporters..  Address
comments to: Snags & Snarls, P.O.
Box 841, Hendersonville, NC 28793-
0841.
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Instead,
they
counted
about 50
dead
rainbow
and brown
trout as
they
floated
down
the river
in a
canoe,
they
said.

 In 2000, 4.6 miles of the lower section of the
Mills River was placed on the
state’s list of impaired streams. That came
after researchers with the
University of North Carolina at Asheville in
1997 documented a “dead zone” where
sensitive aquatic organisms had been wiped out
upstream of the river’s
confluence with the French Broad River.

The N.C. Clean Water Management Trust Fund
awarded a $729,992 grant to help improve the
river’s water quality.

Continued on page 9

More than $329,000 of that money was earmarked
to replace riverside pesticide
mixing stations with state-of-the-art “agri-
chemical handling facilities”
developed by Mills River resident Bob Carter,
then district conservationist for
the U.S. Soil Conservation Service.

The Mills River Watershed Protection Project
grew out of that effort. The
group’s efforts to clean up the river were
recognized as a model by the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency and resulted in
the river being removed from the
state’s impaired waters list.

Fish Kill continued
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Fish Kill continued
Mills River Mayor Roger Snyder said he
learned of the fish kill from his wife,
and saw state and federal fish and
wildlife officials gathered below the
Davenport Bridge where N.C. 280 crosses
the river while he was visiting the
Valley Ag store to buy some corn Friday.

Snyder, 48, a Mills River native and
member of Mills River Fire and Rescue
Deartment, said this was the third time
he can remember a spill

Years and years ago, probably 25, there
was a milk tanker that wrecked on South
Mills River Road right around Moore’s
Dairy. The fire department went down to
the water treatment plant and had them
shut it down. Then probably 20 years ago
there was a small amount of pesticide
that got into the river.”

Snyder said the milk spill did not kill
any fish while the pesticide spill
resulted in “just a few (fish) killed.”

The Mills River is a drinking water
source for about half of Henderson
County’s

 Both cities draw water from the section
below the N.C.
280 bridge, although the Hendersonville
system has supplemental intakes on Big
Creek and Bradley Creek, Mills River
tributaries in Pisgah National Forest.

Wachovia Bank N.A.
301 South Main Street
Hendersonville, NC 28792

828-696-4460

“

residents who get their water through the
Hendersonville Water Department, as
well as a supplemental water supply for more
than 100,000 customers of
Asheville’s water system.



               FISHING
              BULLETIN

            BOARD
E-MAIL YOUR FISHING PICTURES. WHETHER YOUR PICTURE SHOWS AN IMPRESSIVELY
LARGE FISH OR A RIDICULOUSLY SMALL ONE - WE WANT TO SEE IT.  PERHAPS, MOST
IMPORTANT IS A CHILD OR GRANDCHILD HOLDING HIS/HER FIRST FISH.  TELL US THE
THE FASCINATING SHORT STORY THAT ACCOMPANIES YOUR PICTURE.
(ifish2xs@bellsouth.net)

Hey Gang,
I was in Michigan for the last few days. It was the first time I have been home in 5 years.
I called my old fishin’ buddy to say hi, and he invited me to go steelhead fishing on the St. Joseph River, in southen
MI.
Well, it took me about the time for him to finish the sentence before I said OK. So, Monday morning I meet him and
our guide at 4 am (I had to get up at 2:45...UGH!!). There is a species of steelhead, called Skamamia, that run up
some rivers in MI in the summer. Why? I don’t know. The main body of the river is about 80 degrees, and the fish
have to hang out in the mouths of the coldwater creeks to survive.
To make a long story shorter, we slayed them! The guide, who has been guiding for 12 years, said that he had
never had a better day. We lost count after boating 12 steelhead. After fishing for steelhead for over 35 years, I
caught my personal best...18+ pounds. I have attached some pictures. The fish in “Skamania1 07” is the 18
pounder. IT WAS A HOOT!!!
I am telling anyone who I know that likes to fish (or anyone who can read), and I thought that you would appreciate
a good fish story....Albeit, a True Fish Story!!
David Watterworth
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The following schedule lists the upcoming programs and events that
have been approved and have been assigned dates.  More details

will be provided for each event as it approaches.

Fishing Mentors

Chapter members listed below are
available to accompany one or

two members who would like to learn
more about fly fishing in our streams.
If you are just beginning to fly fish,
here’s an opportunity to get help from
some knowledgable anglers.

Henderson County
Bob Daubert 693-6262
Steve Fromholtz 674-2450 *
Tim Lauffer 697-1496 *
Joe Whisnant 891-2784

Polk County
Dave Maxwell 894-0308
Don Sain 749-1245

Transylvania County
Jack Elmore 884-7197
Bob Cornelisen 862-8282

Legend:  * weekends only

General Meeting
Location and Directions

LOCATION:  Unitarian Universalist Fel-
lowship Hall at the intersection of Kanuga
Road and Price Road, Hendersonville.

DIRECTIONS:
From downtown Hendersonville - From
intersection of Church Street  and Kanuga
Street proceed on Kanuga past light at
intersection of Kanuga and Erkwood
Drive (on left).  Hall is on right approxi-
mately 1 mile from light.
From Polk County - Exit I-26 at Upward
Road (Exit 53).  Proceed west on Upward
Road.  Cross highway US 176 to US 25.
Turn right at light, then 0.4 mile turn left
on Erkwood Drive. Turn left at light at
intersection of Erkwood Drive and
Kanuga Road.  Hall is on right approxi-
mately 1 mile from light.
From Transylvania County - Take US 64
east.  Turn right on Crab Creek Road and
follow toward Hendersonville. Road
name changes to Kanuga Road at inter-
section with Little River Road.   Hall is on
left less than 2 miles from intersection.

Pisgah Chapter Directory

Officers and Board
President Dale Klug                          243-6783    daleklug@bellsouth.net
Vice President Linda Campbell        864-859-5536     lpcampbell@alltel.net
Secretary Chris Ellis                  864-458-6240     chris.ellis@us.michelin.com
Treasurer Syd Stern                                               sydneyvstern@gmail.com
Past President Jack Frisch                         890-2596     jfrisch@mchsi.com
Director (2007) Steve Herring                     749-9352       castaway@tds.net
Director (2007) John Kies                           698-5207     johnkies@bellsouth.net
Director (2009) David Pierce                      891-8991     piercefordp@yahoo.com
Director (2009) Wai Syn                             894-5524      wysman@charter.net

Snags & Snarls
Publishing Jim Hoskinson                  891-8440     ifish2xs@bellsouth.net

Reference Phone Numbers
NC Wildlife Violations   800-662-7137
NC Wildlife Resource Comm. - Doug Bessler   828-659-8684
Fish Biologist - Lorie Stroup   828-645-6000
Silt Problems - Dennis Owenby   828-251-6208
Fish Hatchery Kiosk - Dale Klug   828-243-6783
Water discharges on the Green River   828-698-2068
Water discharges on the Nantahala River   866-332-5253
Water discharges on the Tuckasegee River   866-332-5253
National Trout Unlimited www.tu.org
Pisgah Chapter Trout Unlimited www.main.nc.us/PCTU
Western North Carolina trout fishing www.wnctrout.com

Agust 9th General Meeting UUF 7:00 Social, 7:30 Meeting
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Calendar of Events

September Annual Meeting and Elections



Largest flyfishing inventory

      in the Southeast

Orvis, Sage, Winston, Simms

Guide service

Huge flytying department
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